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PREFACE, 


He frivolous ambition of appearing in the charac- 
ter of an author, in this age of univerfal litera- 
ture, has had no fhare in prompting me to the pub- 
lication of the.following Work: many of my friends 
and patrons expreffed their wifhes that I fhould com- 
municate to the world at-large the obfervations I had 
made and the circumftances I had learned during my 
progrefs through the more diftant parts of Africa, as 
a means of throwing a further light on the fcience of 
geography and the hiftory of the human race, and I 
have thought it my duty to comply with their re- 
queft on this fubjeét. A> number of writers, who 
have perhaps never travelled more than forty or fifty 
leagues from the places of their nativity, have amufed 
the public with a pompous account of the dangers 
and misfortunes againft which they have been obliged 
to ftruggle, defcribed cities and countries’ which they 
had fcarcely feen, and pronounced their decifions 
of praife or blame: according to the caprice of the 
moment: yet thefe are not only read, but encou- 
raged to proceed in their refearches and communica- 
tions. Now, as I may, without the imputation of 
prefumption, affirm that I am the firft German who 
has ever attempted fo hazardous an enterprize as that 
of exploring the interior of a country hitherto fo lit 
tle known, which I continued to do for the fpace of 
fixteen years, alone and on foot, I will flatter my- 
Tale he al felf 
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felf with a hope that I fhall render a public benefit 
by relating the occurrences I met with and im- 
parting the knowledge I have been able to acquire 
during this expedition. 

Although my narrative may not be embellithed 
with the flowers of rhetoric, or the lights of {cience 
and erudition, yet in the more important article of 
truth it is undeviating ; as I can folemntly atteft that I 
have been an cye wiinefs to all Thave related. Upon 
thofe occafions where I have been obliged to correct 
the errors of fuch travellers as have preceeded me in 
the track I have purfued, and which, from their au- 
thority, have been received as facts, thofe of MM. 
Vaillant for inftance, I have been actuated by no 
other motive than a regard to truth; and I’ trutt 
I fhall meet with candour and indulgence for any 
miftakes I may have been myfelf led into. My 
‘manner of writing the names of the different coun- 
tries, nations, and tawns through which I have paf- 
fed may not be conformable to general ufage;. but I 
have, in moft inftances, been guided by the pronun- 
ciation of the natives; tbe only light I could obtain 
from them, as. in few places they pofiefs any written 
records. In thofe parts where maps and geographical 
charts could fupply me with the names I have adopt- 
edthem; but many denominations of countries and 
towns are totally omitted in all geographical works. 
Thefe omiffions 1 have in a great meafure obviated 
and corrected in the map annexed to this volume, 
Of thofe countries which have been really vifited and 
accurately defcribed by others I have avoided faying 
much, to {pare tedious repetitions of what is already 


fufficiently known. 
To 
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 . To illuftrate. fome ebjects which could not be fo 

well defcribed, I have endeavoured to delineate them 

_ by drawings as near to nature as I was capable of 

making them; and the artift I have employed has 

happily fucceeded in executing the engravings from 

 thofe drawings and what further inftruétions I could 
give him. 

Should I be fo fortunate as to have my prefent 
work favourably received by the public, if I remain 
in Europe, my intention is to publith, as a fequel to 
it, an accurate geographical: defeription of thofe 
kingdomstnd countries J have mentioned, which are 
not fo generally known ; namely, Bahahara, Haouffa, 
&e. &C. 

CuristTran Frepertck DaMBERGER, 
Joiner, Native of Sch * *. 


Written while travelling through Saxony, in Au- 
guft 1800. 
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ve town on the 2 1 of May, 1781, and 
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the old Calvinift church, called the City of Frankfort; 


n urcl ( 
here I joined fix. perfons who, having lately entered into 
the fervyice of the Eaft India Con npany, were caroufing 
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meetine them the following day, I mention ent yet I had 
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the Eaft Indies; they feemed rejoiced to hear it, and 
urged many arguments to confirm ime in this refoluition ; 
wine and bifcuit were 1mniediately called for, and they 
folicited me to join with them in circulating ‘the cheer- 
ful glafs: towards evening we all adjourned to a place 
of public. amufement there called a /piclhans*, where we 
conc sete 1 the night in feftivemirth. The next morn- 
ing, which was the 2dof June, I. got the landlord 

our ‘be to accompany me to the Eaft India Foute, 
I offered my fervicesy which. were immediately 
ted, and I was enrol lled a foldier for feven years; 
fame time received orders to. hold myfelf in rea- 
o embark for Batavia on board the Morning Star, 


rtly to proceed thither, and in w hich I 


which was {fh 


was to be accompanied by my new friends. | Forty-one 
gilders were paid me pas ne company’s agent as bounty 
money, whicl h Timm ediately applied to the purpofe of 


procuring nec flaries ee my voyage; thefe confifted of 


a chefl, the proper ¢ cloathing, fone tobacco, tea, coffee, 
&c. My hoft, feemingly all fincerity and integrity, was 
very officious in his offers of affiftance:to procure thefe 
articles, and i left all to hint without any fufpicions but - 
when I was-preparing to go on board, a fortnight after- 
wards, he brows eht me ina bill to thes amount of no lefs 
than a hundi ed gilders due to him: not being in pot- 
feflion of any money towards the payment of this debt, 
as was obliged to leave him an order, empow ering hing 

to 


* Thefe are a defcription of houfes to which the women of 


pleafure are admitted three evenings in the week, and, if not 
able themfelves to procure them, are fupplied by the land- 
lords with. clothes, and every omament calculated to fet off | 
their perfons to thé beft-advantage: thus aderned, they . make 
their appearance, in tlre ball-room.; where, if alkedj they are 
allowed to. join jn the dance. Eaeh man who dances pays a 
silder, but the utmoft decortm is obferved in theit behaviour 
to thefe women, not the flighteft liberty taken, »as they ‘are 
only. herein the characters of dancers.~. Should: their gees 
chufe it, when the ball is over, they may attend them” home; 
but they are feldom induced to do fo ; as, when ftripped of their 
borrowed ornaments, they are generally reduced to rags and 
wretchedhefs. 
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due to me. 


Our fhip was.a thre 


decker, which lay off Helvoet- 
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fluys; and on i 16th of June we embarked to the 
in{fpiring found of mufic, We found every thing in 
readinefs for our departure, and fet fail on-the arit. 
The officers belonging to the fhip were Captain Gray, 
a  Brabanter ; the firft, fecond and third mates, 
alian, and Koch, 


V olkers, 4 Dutchman, beetala: an It 
a native of Ko oningfberg, One 
nans; the whole number, 
amounted to three hundred and fixty 1 
been put on board, as a fupply of jrefh provifions 
ng. young oxen, twenty- 
towls, and thirty. pairs 
eye ure we had 


- 


during our voyage, twel 
four hogs, forty { 
of pigeons. ‘Three days befor 
been. preceded by three other Ha 
the I enfterpent h, a three-decker, failed in our com- 

pany. 
After pafhng thro ugh the Britifh channel, on the 
2oth we entered the Hay of Bifcay. In aftorm, which 
overtook us. on the at a July, we loft our fore a and 
10, other damage of any 


¢ 


mS ty 
<a 
daw 


mizen-matis, but Aan 
confequence. Our piste 
rapid, “confe quently we did not arrive at St - J age till 
the 26th. From thence we failed with jury-maits, the 
captain nat cl hufing, though he might have done fo, 
to land: for the purpofe of refitting; fearful of fepa- 
rating from the other fhips, and perhaps too, u willing 
to pay two hundred gilders for the right of anchorage. 
In paffing the line on the 4th of Auguft, though the 
heat was intenfe, fome of the olde exp erienced leamen 
affured us that it was much lefs fo than they had ex- 
perienced on former occafions. Our crew now be- 
came very unhealthy ; on the zoth of Auguft, we, had 
loft feven men, and had one hundred and twenty-one 
fick; many of them confined to their beds from the 
treks ¢ of the feurvy, or by an inflammatory sah er 
which fpread among them. I had myfelf a flight a 
tack of the former complaint, but foon threw it off. 
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On the roth of September we got within fight of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and on the 21ft came to an 
anchor. It was with vaft difficulty that our captain 
obtained permiffion to continue in ‘the road, as the 
phyfician of the Cape afferted that we had a conta- 
gious diforder on board, and ought not therefore to be 
permitted to come nearer than Roggen Ifland, three 
leagues from the Cape. From this réprefentation we 
were actually obliged to lie two days at anchor before 
we were even allowed to have any frefh provifions 
brought us from the town. Our captain was at 
length o bliged to go on fhore without leave, and lay 

reality of our fituation before the governor, or we 
muft ftill have continued to fuffer under numberlefs 
hips, although thus within fight of every means 
lief. We were now, from his exertions, fur- 
1ed with every thing neceflary, and our fick taken 
fhore and received into an hofpital. I was’ myfelf 
of, this number, having been again attacked. by the 
icurvy. On landing we were carried to the hofpital in 
chairs by the flaves of the company. The number of 
fick was now eighty-four, and we alfo brought on 
See for interment, three who had died the day pre- 
ceding our cafting atichor, 

Although the. old failors during our paffage had 
ofteri drawn a melancholy piture of the wretched at- 
tendance in the hofpitals at the rite yet the reality 
in this and every other point far furpafied any idea that 
words could convey, or imagination form. On our 
arrival, to every man was allotted a wooden bedftead, 
upon which was f{pread a miferable mattrefs ftuffed 
with fheep’s wool; and for covering, a horfe-rug of 
the coarfeft te: Rtares loathfome’ with - filth and vermin. 
Our chefts and hammocks were carried to a ware- 
houfe, but no care taken for their fafety ; fo that 
when any of the fick were fo far recovered as to be 
able to crawl to this repofitory, they genera lly found 
their chefts totally rifled-of all they had left in them, 
if the chefts themfelves had not been conveved away, 
which was often the cafe. Thofe appointed to attend 
on 
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he fick, who are moft commonly themfelves -the 


with enquiries after their property, give eval 
were ¢ lk if I e} ~h {ts b 24 fF) P ; av ET ed 9 Sr HOY? 
LWETS, taik OF their cheits being carried. to a Wronye 


Ny 


is 
done, or done without fuccefs; and if the £ 
puriues.the matter, and infifts upon*the refitution of 
his effects, they retaliate, by aflerting be never had 


J 
brought any with him, but only wanted to obtai: 
what did not belong to him; and befides this, punifl 
him by additional bad treatment and neglects in th 
attendance, 

To each fick perfon, without any diftin@ion or ex- 
ceptions, is allowed fix cunces of bread a day, with. 
half a pound of meat, and a quart of rice or barley 
broth; what is left. by thofe who are too ill to eat 
much is appropriated as a perquifite by the attend- 
ants: tea is what thofe who are rduced 
weakrefs live chiefly on. When fo fa: 
to recuire only better food and. frefh air to | 
their cure, unlefs able to bribe thofe inhuman beings, 
they muft languifh on without enjoying thofe benefits. 
Except in the article of flefh meat, their food is the 
fame throughout the year ; but that is fo far varied that 


they are allowed mutton three days'in the week, the 
other four days beef; which latter‘is fo bad as to be 
fomeétimes unfit for ufe; and is always of a black co» 
lour, from being-dreffed in iron pots. 

The phyficians * oo the rounds three times a day 
to enquire into the ftate of the fick; they are accon 


* During my ftay in the hofpital there were three phy ficians 
attended; the firft a native of Allace,; named Madens, a mere 
empiric, without knowledge or experience, who had never 
fludied phyfic, perbaps never read a book on the fubjedt. The | 
hiftory, of his life, as well as his conduét in his profeffion, was k 
a proof of this. He had been for many years fervant to a 
phyfician at the Cape, with whofe wife he had fo ingratiated 
himfelf that, after her hufband’s death, the married him. This 
lady was rich, and poffeffed influence enough to. procure per--: 
miffion for him to practice in cafes of wounds aid external dif- 
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panied by two of the atten dants, a furgeon, or apo- 
thecary, and two flaves, carrying medicines; accord- 

srs they receive from the patients they 
Sy and the care of adminifterin 
ape aries; but this they do in 
eoular’ manner: in their hurry to attend the 
phyfician in his fur et progrefs they either give-a 
wrong mec licir aes or none at all. On the de eparture of 
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the phyfic if thofe who have been thus neglected 
upply to attendants for what has been preicribed 
r{t medicine that comes 
ight one. Every evening 

iroh Lim a | pfalm aloud, 


na bier covered 
ae happen ‘to have 
red to four flayes, 

erment ; but as*no proper 
erformed, ‘thefe: men, ‘to 
row the’ ‘boilies 

or intoa ditch. ‘T hofe who recover, 
er ‘forced to .do duty ‘in the linienwache (the 
‘Nvor ate fent te ferve -on "board'a Dutéh 
are lying at anchor atthe ‘time. 
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ordets; and he -even ‘made experiments in'the ‘mternal -corm- 
plaints ‘of fome flaves, who éhunced rorecover. This recom- 
monuded- him to netiee, and -he was appointed -affiftant aa the 
hofpital.: hence he was «dubbed daeain, an d, in procels of tine, 
was-attvally raifed tothe poft of firft phyfician ane though 
totally deftitute of the requifite ara onee s. Thefecondwas 
named Dinipfii, a Swifs, equally ignorant in his fest ay And 
the third was ‘Mader, from Belanige < where he had acquired a 
; are of fill, and’ poffeffed befides an’ exceNent 
5 Nos did not « ifeen attend, “being’ much etmployed as an 
yer winds - 
* Called alfo the Schane-wache  (f oot-guard.) In the 
lle 6f the a infront of ‘the eafile, is‘a long bvilding, in: 
which ‘ewenty privates, two -corporals, twelve artillery-men, 
and a bonibadier Keep conftant ‘guard. ‘This guard is placed 
here chiefly’ for ‘the pur we of ‘Kee eping watch over another 
building’ at-a Jittle-diftance'from ‘it, where the conyalefcents' 
from 
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After having Jain four weeks in thi 
removed to the Dihién- wache; here I continued ‘by 
S59 a4 being chofen by Mr. Brand, the prefident 
of the council, to attend him i Id 
Falfe-bay *. I lived there a ‘year ‘in the lifcharg ge ia 
feveral different ofices: when 
in unloading them, and 4 
ward-bound ¢ argoes ' > when nothing of this kind re- 
mained to be done, I was employ ed to cut wood on 

5 


the ‘mountatns, he ftones from the rocks, and in 
other occupations of the fame nature. However, 
this laborious live did not.continue long, and I was 

removed 


from the hofpitals are received and lodged whilft waiting for 
the! fhips that are to carry them away. Yet, inftead of being 
taken care of here, I have feen fome, who have beeu only jnft 
difcharged from the} sofpital, treated as flaves; compelled to 
work at the roads, and drag heavy wheel-barrows; and at the 
fame time the ce diet was of the spect kind, a they were 
« ie to flee Ds all huddled SECU upon the hard boards. 
(as they ofgen did from weaknels) feemed 
to nk from their labour ; fhe corporal who jhad charge of 
them fcrupled net-to punifh them by-blows. Ido. not mean to 
infinnate that the Eaft india Company have any knowledge of 
thefe men’ being» thus ill fed and if] treated; I kuow oe they 
have even provided d againft fuch abufes; but 1 cannot help 
Bhivking that ipaveuld be: conducive to their fdinin and ho-~ 
pour were they to make.a itriGer forwuny intothe conduct of 
thefe perfons whom they employ, at the Cape. M. Schall, the 
Hicer who had the fuperintendence of the. aboye-mentioned 
reception-houfe for convalefcents, was aman of the honefteft 
aixl-beit intentions; buat.as he did vet himfelf infpeéthe build- 
wig, but dep ended t on the periodical reports which were given 
in to him, the acts of cruelty, and injuttice «compnitted there 
were ‘ey hap RI ito him. 
* ‘There are buildings of confiderable extent at Falfe Bay ; 
of ‘thefe and of ‘the farroundi ing country Mr. Vaillant has given 
If and very accurite defcription.: “Thére is a enard Kept 
here, confilling of twenty-eight srivates, anda fill larger 
number of feamen, commanded by a ferjeant and two corpo- 
rals Helmer, a Hanoverian, and Cofky, a native of the Ne-~ 
therlands, were the two corporals ftationed there at the time 
i was employed by Mr. Brand, who was fole fuperintendent 
of the poft, and thence called Rott. halter, (cemmandant) with 
the rank of captain; he was alfo prefident of the council. 
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removed to another ftation fromthe following inci- 
dent:—A man named Repah, a native of Bremen; 
aud formerly a taylor there, had been for fome time 
houfe-fieward to. my. mafter; he was honeft and 
worthy, but, unfortunately, very much addiéted to 
drinking: his chief duty was to..attend on foreign 
viftors ; and as there were then fome.Englifh veffels 
Iying at anchor, and the oflicers. came much on fhore, 
confequently a good deal of hurry in the houfe, his 
iftance was more requifite than ufual: of this, how- 
he. was. incapable from it tox ication, and to fupy 
ply his Meg ne of my mafter’s fons came to fum- 
mon me from the work in which I was then bufied, 
nd I was appointed to fucceed the good Rapeh, who 
had filled -the office fix. years.. I was: im: fact. far 
rom being qualified for this new employment; my 
native language ¥ was the only one with which I was the 
i, of courfé I could not converfe with 
underftand them,' fo.as_ to help 
they afked for. In this, however,.my 
cent eral y aflitted me; and I, by degrees, 
ales of ot ferent rear languages. ; 


% 
i 
£, 
i 


y matter nd the younger part of bie 

alled it nearly a year, when I per- 

athering over my head. ‘I'was of a 

htful-turn, and, upon that account, had 

avourite with my miftrefs, who ufed 

) in her power to injure me; if I ftaid 
quietly. in my room, which | did. as often as 1-had an 
opportunity, fhe would fay to her hufband, ‘ ‘That 
German is certainly over-run with vermin, and wants 
to rid. himfelf of them, -he ftays fo much in his.own 
chamber: Manus” (the Chriftian. name of my pres 
deceffor was Hermannus) * was a'much better fervant, 
and was always cheerful: and converfable.’ This, 
and fpeeches of a fimilar nature, being repeated to me, 
hurt me much; I complained to my young mafter ; 
but. he, as well as his father, exhorted me not to let 
any thing of this kind interrupt my tranquillity. 


As 
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As no more fhips were expécted in at that feafon, 

my matier, with his whole family, myfelf of the num- 
ber, removed to a houfe which he poffeffed in Cape- 
town. Here a feparate chamber was afligned me; and 
as there was very little domeftic duty to en nploy me, 
my mafter, to improve me in my writing, gave me 
fome Dutch copies to imitate; his fon undertook the 
ofice of tutor, and corrected what I wrote; thus E 
not only acquired the rudiments of writing, but a 
knowledge of the Dutch ianguage at the fame time. 
My matter was highly pleafedwith the progrefs I made, 
and encouraged me to purfue thefe branches of im- 
provement, which might be the means of his one ee 
employing, or recommending me to fituations muc 
more to my isediae e. Thele fair promifes were, ae 
ever, never realized, and only becaufe the miftrefs of 
the family chofe to be hoftile to my intereft. 

Mr. Brand, as commandant,~ had. many different 
employments ‘to attend to: he was the company’s 
chief agent at the Cape ; all their imports a and exports 
came under his infpeGtion : : he pxid all the troops fta+ 
tioned there, and had the aber ee rs lence of the tranf- 
ports to be provided when they were to be fent to any 
ether part of the world. . He was, befides, a kind of 
faG@tor for the land-owners afd planters in the difpofal: 
of their foreign commodities and home products. He 
kept two clerks conftantly employed ; and when there 
were many fhips in the road, they were fometimes: 
obliged to work night. and-day ; and he now placed 
me with them as an : affiftant, to read over the invoices: 
and accounts to them whilft they. wrote. 

Thad now lived two years in this family, perfectly: 
fatisfied with my fituation: I feized with de every: 
opportunity that prefented itfelf for t - cultivation of 
my min id, and the extenfion of my knowledge; my 
mafter? s good opinion encreafed. in proportion to my’ 
eethiotis. and he entrufted to my management bufi- 
nefs of various kinds, which he had formerly tranf- 
acted himfelf; he employed me to: draw out feveral 
fmall acc sounts, which I executed to his entire fatif- 
faction; I had alfo often the charge of delivering out 

BS offi 
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of the magazines the monthly allowance to the com- 
pany’s fervants, and the diftribution ofrice, flour, -8:c.; 
for their, ufe; and I.was,fo fortunate. as never to,com- 
uni .any-aniftakes.on thofle oceafions. 

At, the difianee of three days journey from the: 
Cape, .on the road which leads.to the, warm baths, my 
mailer polfeiled an -eftate,* which he. wvifited every 
year for .a few) weeks to receive the aceounts;of his 
jieward, and.leave him. his iniftruétions. - 'This:man 
was a native of the bifhoprick of Muntfter, his name 
Baren{mahi; harfh and forbidding in his appearance 

2 1 had, before my “arrival, as I was in- 

een , accufed of .a murder. Tn the prefent 
excurtion ,thither 1 fhould very gladly, have accompa- 
nied but as, befides -his two eldeft daugh- 
ant Muller,:+ -his fon, was alfo of pee 
ged-to {tay behind to fuperintend al 


hy 


rs, and 


the. bufinefs.which mut neceflarily be tranfacted in‘his 
fence; to.draw out various accounts; and, in cafe 
his itay was.protracted beyond the «commencement of 

eniuiigsmonth, to deliver out the monthly allow- 
company 's Magazines. 


[ did ,not ke this feparation from. my matter and 
his fon; 1 foreboded that -[ fheuld enjoy but very 


iitle tranquillity, during their-abfence; .andin effect my 
fears were but too.well fousided, The very next day 
alier their ,departure,  diflenfions ardfe between me and 
my imaiter’s wife. Heshad entrufted me with the ke ey 
pf this, private « office, with, ftct injunctions thar if the 
rss.or bis wife fhould have eccalien to-go intoat, I 
yuld aes Fansbish them: th e lady, neebeewrs 
fitted upon my delivering up to;her tv key, and that 
1 fthould remain in my own apartment ; this I told 
her J swould not do, as I had .my. mafter’s orders: to 
accompany whoever thould.go thither, and [ amuft 
ebey him. ‘This oppofition exalp erated ther-to.a moft 

violent 


* Each.of the company’s fervants, ave allowed a vhoufe at the 
Cape-town, but they cannot hold.any landed property; of this 
efiate therefore my mafter’s fon was the nominal poffeffor, 

+ A man of abilities, formerly a-butcher, anda native ofthe 
bidhopricic of W artzbure Be 


kindly “flattering -expreffions gave me'room to bélieve 
| that I had made fome umpreflion’ on ‘her young b 


“Tength came:to the refolutian oof quitting the :yhonfe, 
and repairing to,»my mafter in the country. .As I was 
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violent degrees; fhe dnatched-the «ey. from my ‘hand, 
pudhed me jback awith all: her force, and poured out a 
torrent of invectives againit me, ‘dite would have 
dify raced the dips of jthe mepneft flave. ees: I bore 
with. patience, vo retired to my own room ‘to refle& 
on-what-courfe itwould-be bef for meto purfue.’ Tat 


preparing to :piut {this defign in execution, Twas fur- 
prized bythe appearance of Kitty, his third daugl hter, 
who thad,come.in,feargh-of me. I informed her of the 
fcene which had, pait,-.and |of my determination in 
| gonfequence of it; fe sexerted ali her eloquence to 
| pre wail upon, me to abandon my :purpofe ; ei cou- 
cluded by faying, thatyif I would meet her in th 
gompany’s s garden.in the-evening, flre woul ld ¢ commu 
| eae fomething of amportance to me. 
he avas.a beautiful girl ef fourteen, and tall of her 
age ; fhe had -alwaiys. appeared: fond of anyemplay- 


q 


ment which p laced. her near mé,: and teak particular 


pleature in hearing me: fpeak German; | At her ‘re- 


queit-I-poftponed my departure ; and, after dinner, I 


went ,to the fort to. wait.on Major E Biimdr,* ananti- 
mate friend of Mr. Brand : -I related to him the treat- 
ment di had met with: she. preached: patience to me; 


but, in conclufion, told me -that, sif I) found my felbex-! 


aaa to any further moleftation, [ fhould find an 


afylum with him till my mafter’s return. At four 
o'clock I re: paired ‘to, the place ef -aflignation matte my 


| Little friend, impatient to learn what was ‘the matter of 
y) 


importance fhe had to communicate: I met oie near 
the entrance of the garden, and we aed rouyd, it 
la 
ii 


together, fhe leaning on my arm): ber communica- 
tions avere not. of the moftiweiy tty na benoit bat the 
1 1 


ie) 

” ae a oO. 

She took much pains to perfuade me that, pe 
with her father, and connected mytelf by-marriage 


| with fome opulent and refpeGable fainsily, 1 fhould, in 


* A Heffian, aman of fenfe, who had’been formerly a bakers 
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time, become a man of confequence; that fuch things - 
were not unufual, and that her father himfelf had 
by ‘fimilar means rifen to the rank~ he'now held * 
As the good-natured girl was beginning to tell’ me 
what were her mother’s intentions as to ‘her future con 
du& towards me, we perceived the lady herfelf ad- 
vancing to meet us, accompanied by her two youngett 
daughters. .As fhe had already efpied us, ‘there’ was’ 
no attempting to avoid her: and I ‘felt exceedingly 
confiyfed) ahd alatined “at! this unexpected rencounter 3 
and {itll the more fo as,’ when* fhe approached ‘us; 
from the rage which {parkled‘in her eyes, I could read 
what val in_her-heart. ‘I accofted ‘her, however, and 


entreated h * pardon for my prefumption in walking 
with her a ughter, whom I faid’ I had’ met by acci- 


dent in the garden as I returned from the ‘fort, and’ 
had begeed permifiton to attend her home.- Contrary 
to my expectations, fhe recéived -my excufes with 
much complacency, and not only’ gave me a moft’ 
gracious’ anfwer, but.invited me to continue my walk: 
with her and her daughters, and to accompany them 
to the Rothe-bliime+, a beautiful vine-clad hill near’ 
the town. I accepted the invitation, and we rambled 
together, converfing on various fubjeéts, till rather late’ 
in the evening; when, on our return home, I had the’ 
honour of fupping with the family. | 


This 


* He came to the Cape asa common foldier, and had foon 
after the good fortune to be appointed army-meifenger to the go- 
vernor, in which ftation he improved himfelf in reading and — 
writing: he at that time alfo became acquainted with his pre- 
fent wife, then great with child by an Englith officer... She 
foon conceived a partiality for the young foldier; which the’ 
governor, whofe great favourite he was, perceiving, he took 
pains to bring him. ftill. more forward, and to. fhew him: a 
marked ditinétion; in confequence, the match foon took place. 
yess Brand being an Englifhman by birth, was next appointed 

clerk in thofe offices where the Englifh fhips which touched 
‘ the Cape tranfacted bufinefs : acquitting himfelf ‘with ability 
in this fituation, he rofe by degrees to his: prefent lucrative 
ftation. 

+ Rothebliime, under the Lowenkopfe, or Lion-head moun- 
taino 


| left the room: fhe perfifted to the laft in her incre 
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This repaft over, | retired to my chamber, where I 


fpent an hour or two in the arrangement of. fome ac= 


counts: [was at length interrupted in my employ- 
ment by the entrance of a female tlave, who brought 
me a meflage ftom my miftrefs, defiring my immedi- 
ate attendance. I obeyed the fummons, and was re- 
ceived with much ‘cordiality. After fome converfa - 
tion which led to it, fhe, at length, addrefled me 
in a tone of earneftnefs, faying, ** now do tell me, 
fince we are atone; had not you an aflignation with 
my daughter in the garden this evening? and have you 
not ferious defigns upon her? 1 perceive fhe is very 
fond of going to your chamber.” » 1 was puzzled how 
to anfwer her; but determined not to betray the in- 
nocent gitl: 1, at-length, repeated what I had faid to 


her in the garden; I excufed my/own prefumption as 


well: as] could, and ftrove to convince her trat her 


you only hurt your caufe by endeavouring to make a 


myftery of it to me, who alone have the power of 


ferving your love and advancing your fortune.” ‘To 


this fhe added many other arguments, by turns footh- 
ing and threatening me; but 1 adhered fteadily to what 
I had at firftadvanced; and, withing her a good night, 


ity lling a ‘ell, I fhali find means 
lity, calling after me, “* Ver well, I fhali find 
to make you more communicative.” 

From the whole tenour of her condu&, I could not 
be miftaken in the nature of her views; I therefore 


determined to a& with the utmoft circumfpection ; 


left, by meeting her advances, 1 fhould involve mytelf 


ib ruin, and in the end become the object of her per- 
fecution and malignity. Frequent inftances of this 
nature had occurred during my refidence at the Cape ; 


a fingle one will fufice to mark the characters of its 
female inhabitants : 
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A. igentleman jof confequence and) refpectability, 
named Minch, shad manriedia young lady of exquilite 
beatity, but not lef. remarkable for, the devity: of her 
conduct; confcious of this, cher hufband, to diield cher 
fromyevery temptation .of-firaying from her duty, dlrut 
his doors againit all ftrangers.. Por the education of 
his :three. children, Aowever, she was obliged:to keep: 
a tutor, and.to fill this office he chofe ayoung Profan 
named out mann * 5 to engage dus. attention, sthe: 
lady praé tifed ali her allurements., One day, after: 
having given zi uiual dedians to-kis young pupils, he: 
went into a garden which was behind the houte, where: 
he amufed :himfelf in praning'the vines ; the. mattrefs: 
ef the houfe perceiving :hum “from iher wpitideses called. 
to him; and be egged, as fhe faw he was net materially 
occupied, that he w isle come and fit with her, to 
raife her fpirits : he-accepted the imvitation, aind dnihis 
hurry, or from abfenge ef mind, carried sthe pr uning) 
knife with him. ‘The:ady’s tendérnets foon lovercame: 
all his: fcruples of conicience and- honour: fuddeniyy 
however, they were alarmedeby theifound of her} hinf-: 
band’s woiee, who hiad:returned muchdooner than fhe 
expected, ‘Dreading the .effects.of this yealouly, on his 
finding her loaked up with the tu ator, invhis:abfence, fle 
had recourfe to the bafed ba avtifiece to. elude his fulpi- 
cjons as to her own.c conduét 2 and, to fereensher reputa- 
tion, fhe began to feream;out, and call for affiftance 
with the utmott vociferation ; this immediately brought 
her hufband to-the door, which, on funding it bolted, 
he defired her to open; fhe anfweredthat fhe was pre- 
vented doing i0, by it begged he would farce it; this. 
he Ynitantly ordered ‘his flaves to do; and, on entering, 
beheld the unfortunate preceptor, of »whom) he cha a 
hitherto entertamed the bigheft. opinion, dtupified with 
terror and confufion his wife, all in tears; flew) to meet 
him, exclaiming, * Heaven-has fent you to dave my 

life 

* A mative of Haufbergen, a-fmall town inthe vi icinity of 


Minden, foito aforefter. By the intereft of Colonel Gordon. 
he was afterwards promoted at the Cape. 


INTERIOR OF MERIC A. RS 


lied Wirhsthat: weapon at my breafts’? paiiting»to the 


by 


pruning knife, bis infamous wretch threatened to 

put amend: tomy exiftence, untefs I would: liften. ito 

his illicit love; I ‘had jutt ftrength to\wreft the mugther-: 
ys. Blade nat his tyand: as wou arrived.’ 


Meanwhile:thei unhappy man, this acenfed, fruck 


66th] 


. dumb with se Sai was unable to utter a'word 
3 


| Ce 
‘| a correborating -proof of chis. wife 


epved bulbsed, was 
’s affertions; he 
te. and 


in-lis own-detfence; this, to the ue 


} 
\ 


therefore omtercd his flaves to lay hold of 


had bim immediately dragged to the Drunk, the prin« 


cipal, a0! of the-town: an -indittment was .broucht 
againit him ; he awas found guilty, and condem uned to 
a thirty wears :baniiament to a neighb panting? ifland, 
loaded swith irons. ©Fortunat tely for «hin, “Colonel 
Gordon, who was well acquainted with theilad ly?s-cha- 
racter, gave ientine vcredit: to his indicates of the 


“| matter, and intereftedshnfelf in:hisofaie. de stound 


means to ‘gain over the favourite: waiting-flave ief 
Madam Miinch by /bribes, with promifes of fecrecy 
and. protection ; her account agree ice “5 rfe&thy with 
that of the .perfecuted prec etor, he had -him, :of ‘his 
awn authority, removed to the ‘caftle for fafety. He 
then informed “the court that he was convinced, by in- 
difputable evidence, that the man whom they Hiatt thus 
condemned was innocent of ‘the .crimes alledged 
againdt ci ; thatetherefore, af they »perfifted an -exe- 
cuting th rth fentemce »which shad been pated, he 


 fhould i. eae mee - the whole proceedings to 
Provi 


the States of the Unit with owitnedles 
who fhould confirm his echarnens of the tranfac- 


tien. Minch, whofe honour was fo deeply concerned, 


was, for fome time, unwilling.to drop thebufineis; but 
his wife, fearful that. infamy and | id ay 
her, fhould it be further purfued, perfuaded him, -th at 
as the expence attending a thorough invett 

faéts would be enormous, it would be bette 
the villain to the vengeance of 
no doubt, would yet overtake him. To 
ments the wat dength yielded; the preceedings 


g 
5 fiopped, 
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ftopped, the judgment of the court reverfed, and 
the tutor fet at liberty. 1 could relate many occur- 
rences of a fimilar nature; but muft now refume the 
thread of: my own hittory. 

The morning after the interview with my miftrefs, 
which | have above related, my breakfaft, which had 
hitherto been always brought me at feveno clock, was 
entirely omitted until fent to enquire after it at ten. 
1 then received it, and at the fame time a meflage 
from my miftrels, intimating that I muft in future’ 
attend ‘my beak not only in carrying my breakfaft, but 
whatever élfe | might want. After dinner I received or- 
ders to bottle fome wine; whilft thus employed, fome of 
trie bottles, which had been damaged in the cleaning, 
happened to break in my hands; this provoked my 
miftrefs to the moft fcurrilous abufe, and I was even 
threatened with having my ears boxed; {welling with: 
indignation at fuch unwerthy treatment, I flung the 
bettle then in’ my hand upon the ground,» flew 
to my own room, changed my drefs, and imme- 
diately quitted the houfe. I repaired to the caftle, and 
finding Major Bliimer at home, related to him the 
events. of the day; he now advifed me ftrongly to take 
up my refidence with him till my mafter’s return. E 
thanked him for his kind intereft and invitation ; I re- 
turned once more, however, to that abode, now become 
to irkfome to me, packed up all that belonged to Bi 
and then wrote a fhort letter, addrefied to my mittrefs,. 
telling her that I intended going to my mafter. 1.ufed 

his precaution, fearful fhe might denounce me to the 
Gorcetine as a deferter. 

I looked upon it as my duty to go to my matter, 
although I was. thoroughly convinced that I muft 
fhortly quit his fervice, perfecuted as I was by his 
wife.. And here I will mention one cireumftance 
worthy of obfervation: that in the whole: courfe of 
my travels I have never vifited a country where wives 
have fo defpotic a controu! over their hufbands as at 
the Cape. Major Blitmer added to his kindnefs to me 
by giving me a letter to my matter ;, and.I fet out on 


ny 
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My journey, reli lieved from an opprefiive load in having 


thus pricaned the pete ecutions of a vindiétive woman. 
It occurred te me on my Sida as I had five 
years more to ferve, accord S to: iis ftipulation of my 
articles, it would be my beiti i to requeit of my 
matter, either to replace me in my original fituation 
with him, or permit me to return to my {tation in the 


linien-wache. 
Jothing could exceed the aftonifhment of my 
matter on feein: ¢ me+ a enqui wed the meaning of this 
journey, and I was ob gee to relate all the pa articulars ; 
in conciufion | made n my requett, that he would difmifs 
me from my prefent a ploy inent, and permit me to 
refume my former AiisE pai ons with him, or return 
me to the linien-wache. ‘¢ Atprefent,” faid he, “1 
ean decide on nothing ; on my return to town 1 will 
make fome other pr ova fion for.yous in the meantime 
remain here with me.” 

On the fifth day after my arrival my matter re- 
ceived an exprets, with: the rion aes of three Englifta 
fhips having anchored in the bay. This obliged us to 
fet out inftantly, and we dived at noon the next day 
mtown. On our Sar ioe into’ the houfe,” not ‘the 
leaft mine was beftewed upon me by any of the fa- 
mily: 1 found my room locked, but no ‘offer was 
made to open 1 it for my reception. My matter, in 
coming from his apartment, found me ftanding in the 
paflage, and demanded the reafon; I told him the 
door of my room was locked, and I could not get.in: 
he went for the key himfelf, and then went to his 
office. On entering my chamber I found every thing 
thrown about .in the utmoftt diforder. I- was bufy 
in atranging my books and fome other articles when £ 
was, fammoned to attend my mafter.. His‘countenance 
and manner on my appearance clearly indicated that 
he had met'with fomething to rute him. He defired 
me to follow him into his ol ce, where I was altonifhed 
to find the confufion even greater than in my room; 
letters, bills, writings of every kind fire wed about, or 
huddled together in heaps. I was ftruck with confter- 


‘1 py 
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nation, and he demanded of me the meaning of all 
this; J replied that the key having been:taken from me 
almoit immediately .om his depai ture, 1 owas net ac- 
countable. If atliited in tetting them to rights ;rbut,con 


lation, many . papers of canfequence were 
ifine; this enraged him fo much, that hedefired 
immediately go about my bulineis, and:he thea 


PERS «eta Tic Wits eae oa Pl eg ast os 
the aoor. dis wite was next t cabled LO diz 


ACA was prepared to meet the chatge. 
She had.in fact conveyed the papers away, for the ex 
preis purpofe of me olving mein this tr ing sesbatanr 


7 opt oe oe ie dy 
ohe atierted, | 


fhing effrontery, hes , Imuaedi- 
ately after her 't d 


came 1 ,had gone into this 
‘etly -watched) mes had feen. me 
fearch every corner, and ‘put feveral papers in my 
pocket, which was the reafen fhe had taken the key 
from me, Not. fatished with thus belying my ¢harac+ 
ter by her virulent ehoods, ‘fhe. now flew at ane 
with the rage of a fury, and. would. have: ftruck ine 
but her hufband interpofed, aud-endeavoured to pacify 
her, by affuring her he would have me punithed ia 
the moft exemplary manner; this, however, did not 

alm her eer, ; again fhe forws forw mei ips 


ofhic €, and, as 


&: ng ized me 
: “i 

by the hair, and gave. me feveral blows. an the face! 
"y 9 

Not able anv lo b -+h dndienities, I laid 
= & isn aR OngeE £0 Ca Luc iy indignities, hail 
held of her in my turn, threw: her to the : ereund, flew 
out of the-houfe, and ran with all, my pend to the 
cditle. 

Not finding Major Bliimer at-home, 1 waited-on 
Colonel Gordon, wit him.an account of all the bad 
treatment 1 had met with, and entreated him to receive 
mednto- the military ranks; he replied, that he anwdt 
firft. hear my :matter’s réeprefentation -of ; 
and that, if he. contented and nena meé,: he 


would do whe AY he could ferane; ithe meantime bhe 
placed. me under the care-of Serjeant Schufter. Qn 


converting with this man I doon learned the probable 
fate which awaited me; he told «mel dhould not be 
allowed to remain with the troops in gagrifon there, 
but be fent by the firft. fhip that failedaMer Batavia, 
where 


Va We Gey, ew eae 
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ee 5 DONE FY hee Se Pee. i ee ES stire sat ee c 
where I fhould be obli: ord to ferve out the entire time £ 
Re ce tt netstat to eae Ra Ghee Pre Be ee ] £ 
wasatnrit ariicied for, 1s that f had ipent in theta mily es! 


my mk fter would not ci taken into the account; he 
at. the ve time drew to horrid a picture both 
of the country and ‘the fervi ce there as fille j 
defpair. Ve were retently ) oined by Lieutenant Von 
Baalen*, who confirmed ai I that the apa had told 
me; adding, that had I en heeds a little 
wiews, and flattered the foibles o 
might have been the means of making-my fortune at 
the Cape. 

What courfe now rema ined for me to purfue? 
Under. the prefent circumftances my rem: aining at the 
Cape was out of the queftion; and the acc ount tt had 
juft received of Batavia had ¢ offectua ally deter 


againft going cg: to defert then was es 


ternative that was left me; but how to acc 

this was the oa where could 1 concea 

J could not venture on * oard one of the Englifh 
fhips, 2s my mafter muft foon have been informed of 
it, and would, in confe Sane have infifted.on my 
being delivered up to pee ema | coeienean ame to the 
decifion of endeavouring to return to Kurope by land, 
without once looking forward to the chive € fy are 
and difficulties atter sdant on fuch an enterprize; and I 


loft ho time in carrying my defign into execution in 


the following, manner ; 

Inthe evening | returned to my mafter’s houfe, and, 
defiring to fpeak with bim, 1 expre ffed a wifh that he 
would Gill retain me in his fervice; but, as | was upon 
fuch terms with my miftrefs, luge refted that he mutt 
fend me to Falfe- bay, as : could not think of living 
under the fame roof with her'after what‘had paft. He 


\ 
objetted to'this arrangement at ‘firft ; but on‘my fay 
that I fhould then prefer the fervice of the company 


€ 
to continuing under ber power, he aflented to my 
propofal. ‘However, as there were fome Enelifh off- 
cers 
® This officer had left Holland inthe ftation of a-common 
fsilor, but had ‘been thortly after promoted tothe wank 
temant'in'the army. 
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ply my place. 
7, and in the 


te and having. ‘di 
company’s waggons, on t! 
3, I fet out for Falfe-bay. I 


oan 7 EAP CNes £ 
ars arfear Or p 


3; he was < 


that informat 


av which: was 


native of the eleéto 


attendairce would 
as he mutt 


end 
Six Ens 


evening 


5 


{patched 


{ré Ath of 


had pre- 
due’ to 


part of my efreéts as. l knew would 
in my projected expedition. There 
fon of the Mufenberg a- corporal 


orate oF 


1On 


riven the world as the refult of hts own obférvations. ‘It 

well known toe thofe who have he leatt fuaintance 

hi the Cape, how very difficult < to 

obtain permiffion to travel inte the interior of the cou >VETE 
on foot, apparatus of | age, beafts of burthen, 
S&C. nt would have-wt believed that, at 4 ume 
when folland- were not on the moft cordia} terms 


vait cavalcade. s a fact beth Known, that 
Pesirient in the comp *s fervice. ftationed here, 
away. only becaufe fome of the Bic had made exc 
esha fome weeks at. a time amongft the planters, 
however atte to mitt any of thofe. enquir 
M. Vaillant preténis to have 
ance of credibility to his aacoudky 
not travel in the common 
approaching the habitations 
even to be the cafe, 
could not have been 


aby 


mptit F 
this writer tel 


a fecret at the Cape. As for 


wns, ilufrating the natural hiftory of the country, 
al edges as a confirmation of the 


2 


rove nothing ; for pn gRS BE mig 
of the flaves or Hottentot 
given himleave tov int fomep art] 
Peannot help thinking that he has. 
of thofe difeoveries and remarks ma 
journey he undertook by governor’s 
vernor is obliged to examine into the ftate of the coun 


€ pul -chafed at 
t the 
nters 


cated t 
Pate 


ht he ay 


s verypo 
ay to himfelf 
ren ma 
th 


1e 


ag g employed Colonel Gordon to 


ind ernor may 
4 


raade this journey, accompanied by 


a. French 
was fent 
unfions of 

without 


ies which 
one. To give the greater 


appear- 


is us that he did 
track, and that he.carefully avoided 
of the planters; but, ‘granting this 
his expedition, at the time he undertook it, 
his collec- 


which he 


seth of his affertions, they 


Jape-town 
have 
ffible: but 
the credit 


de hy Colonel Gordon in a 
defire. Every new go- 


try as far 


as .the territory of the company extends; and governor Plethen- 
make this excurfien in his 
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“a 


| Hanover, whom Colonel Gordon had chofen to attend 
) him in a journey he had made in land as far as Caffra- 
1) ria; and he had in this npn laid down a map of 
‘the country through which he bad paft, and prefented it 
# to the company, in the hope of Kaas approbation and re- 
ward; but the only return he received was a peremp- 
tory order never to attempt drawing , another, if he 
" withed to efcape an) impri rifonment of thirty years.in 
4 irons. This threat, however, did not alarm him fo: much 
1) as to make him defift from his undertaking, and he 
| frequently locked himfelf in his room to complete 
his maps. I-had cultivated his friendthip and obtained 
Wit; yet he conftantly hid his papers as foon_as I fnade 
/my pee carance: I at length, one day, told him that 
was perfectly acqua tinted aul the ‘nature of his em- 
Pployment; that [ had myfelf a great tafte for the ftudy 
Jand drawing of maps; that he would oblige me. in- 
Pinitely, | vy “thewing me what he. had made of the in- 
Vterior of the country ; nor need he be under the leaft 
| apprehenfic on of my “betray! ng him, .as both my fried 
@ihip and fondnefs for the {cience would | prevent me. 
a He did not, however, who lly comply with my requett ; 
Dhe allowed me to take copies at his othev.drawin: 
| a {till refufed me a fight of that 1 had mithed the 
noft to fee. I fpent my time therefore in improvng 
Tinyielt by tracing thofe he would fhewmeé; pat ri 
| found the knowledge l thus acquired would be. very 
Pulefe il to mein the execution of my projected enter- 
‘prize. 
| I had now made every prepa aration for my expedi- 


ition, but could not immediately find an opportunity of 


effecting my efcape. At length, on the 24th of Des 

ieember, i applied to the commanding {erjeant, 
| Schnecko, for permithon to a to tne Cape-town, 
which he ‘granted. About noon I left. Falfe-bay, di- 
Precting my courfe towards Stielen’s Bu i{ch, ‘a plantation 

which, from a former governor of the name of Stiel, 
‘had Pe cbi cede hat denomination. . But, previous to my 
‘entering into the det: ‘it of my arrival at that place, and 
‘Jof the further profecution of my travels, 1 will ee 


yy 
la 
y 


‘oJ 2 
ma ae 


lay before my readers a ent of the revenve and 
expendi ture of rhe e nie ch Eaft India company, which | 
may be relied on as accurate ; fome of the particularg | 
havit ng come within my own knowle spe, and the re- 
mainder [ have cof pied from authentic documents, 
chiefly from the papers of Mr. Brat This, btrufy 
day be both scenes and ul to fuch as take 
any intereft in the concerns. and commerce of the 
company at the Cape. 
In the year 1782, accortlin g mol exact ftates 
ment, the receipts and expenditure of the Dutch Eat 


3 5 } xyc * 
company {tood as follows: 


REVENUE. 
Do lars. 


Paid by Chriftopher Bamm for the farming 
fiwine< = 25 ie - - 43,008 | 
For the duty on meat farmed by Maier from 
W urtzbure b . x4 ‘ 4 

oS 2 ; ae 4 

On tobaceo, coffee, and fugar, by Gottiried 


gst 
VV VV 


Jan - - - ~ - > 
Produce of the beget goric s houfes at the 

cape, and at Stielen’s Bufch - ~ 

N. B. Each houfe in which any.kind of 
bufinefs is carried on pays eight dollars. pe 
annum ; thefe are four hundred and nine in 
number, Befides this, each burgher pays 
an excife duty on every article confumed in 
his*houfe; he mutt alfo provide himfelf 
with a. uniform and accoutrements; as, in 
eafe of war, every man is obliged to » fervéas 

a foldier: the greater rambe r keep horfes, 

and form a bo dy of cavalry; the reft do 

duty as infantry at the lately erected battery 
called new Aaifterdam. 

Inhabitants who are not burghers, flaves 
who have been émancipated, and the 
company’s fervants who poffefs- houfes:’ 
Sirtiek however they muft rent of \a 
burgher) pay twelve dollars per annum 

duty 


duty for each houwfe; thefe’ being one 
hundred and tén ith number, the whole 
amounts to - - - 
Hach planter berg sce ed to! pay a tenth 
v 1nceime in fpe ‘cle, the 
paucet te the company by this tax 
be-caleulated under the 
aia the low grounds, 
rardens - 
From the ereater: and leffer Konftarz 


Prom Steinberg » Hand-bufeh, and Rothe- 
blume - - - . - a 

From: °Scl wartz-land, Rothe-fand, and 
W agenacherrevi ier - - - 

From Falfe-b day, Schia oT Nothen- 
kivek, and Drey=k op ‘ 


en ~ - 
From. Stielen’s-bufch, the 


hei is “— of the 


plantations; it contains. ¥¢ C6 burghers, 
a church, and is governed by an officer 
called a landdroft - ~ ~ ~ 
From French-brook, Hottentot-ifland, and 


Seckuhthal - - - - 
From Schatberg, Mottergaat, and Bateeday 
From Drak cenftein, Pferdeberg, and Silber- 

erube - - - - ie 
From Simonfthal, Perlberg, and Wagen ntuak 
From Ri&tbeck’s- caftle, Ba rrackenberg, and 

Honigberg - - - - - 
From Pie}: 1eberge hand-mills; and to: the 

twenty-four rivers - - - = 
The remainder of the planters, evn refide 

farther inland, contribute alfo their fhare 
to the pepe revenue ;- the siecle of 
thefe in 1782 atnirated tw 43840 27) of 
thefe, fowevees fill enjoyed an: exemp- 
tion from ‘taxés; of thofe who paid, the 
fum amounted to ~ “ - 
A duty of ten dollars is paid for each flave 
purchafe ed by a burgher or planter; the 
number 
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number kept is generally about so; the 
whole fum paid ‘amounted to about. 
The annual capitation tax for each flave 
is five dollars; their number, which is 
calculated at about 8,000, makes the total 
Amount - . = Tete s 40,000 } 


oe OS EE 


Total of the revenue 144,441 


Befides this, the planters are obliged to fell certain 
articles to the company at fixed and reduced prices. | 
For example, a hundred weight. of barley;-wheat, 
beans, peas, &c. for twelve g1 role hen, about eighteen | 
pence fterling. 

The grazing farmers alfo are obliged to let'the com: 
Any ety whatever they may require of) them at 
ftated prices ;' as, a fheep at twelve grofclien, and an 
ox at one dollar eight grofchen. 

The wine farnithed by, the planters to the com- 
is alfo fold at a reduced price; for inftance, ai la ager of 
eight hundred kans for twelve dollars. 

“The anchorage paid by foreign fhips comes alfo 
to the company; oy as this is fuily 1 halanided by what 
they themfelves pay for the fame liberty in foreiga 
ports, it cannot be brought into the account. 


EXPENDITURE. 

; Dollars. 
ig-the fortifications and: batteries 

e - af “ : 2,000 

The governor’s falary - ed st 25,000 

ie sove rnor is obhi iged to keep four clerks 
and twelve horfes, 
The deputy, gayvernor; or vice prefident’s 
falary ie ~ a 2 ee x 
ae the company-mafter, or intendant of 
he {hi Ippi ng = om a 


_ 
& 

at 
- 


2 
n Feel & py ~ 
(TERIGR OF MERITAs 


chief :intendant of the. city, 
keep two clerks and dix hortes 

To the fifcal - - 

‘20° other Peston who DpOit 
under government, aa re called affiit- 
ants; thefe, twenty-feven in number, 
are pald 4,000 dollars per annum each, 
(the oldeit among them fomething more) 
the whole amounts to - uu 

Officers who do not belong to the regular mi- 
litary force, and are called das officters, re- 
ceive a {mall ftipend, commonly about 
240 dollars; there are fourteen of thefe, 
and the whole Be their pay amounts to 

Non-commiffioned officers, 
the regulars, are’-genera ”, paid 
lars per annum each; the 
of thefe, the whole amount 

Artizans who werk fer 
{miths, rope-makers, &c. have 
lars per annum each; 

Two Leste alt al 
penters, at 70 dollars.yearly each 

Seamen in conftant employment ut 
ferent flations, viz.. in jock-yar 
onthe Meifenberg, at Falfe-bay, 
each, in pr oportion to the duty he 
forms, have from three to fix dollars per 
month, befides their allowances of pra~ 
vifions ; the whole of which amaqun és to 
yearly ~ - - - - - - 

Salary of the landdroft 

is wo land-bailiffs - ~ ~ - ~ 
Three Calviniftt minifters in the fervice e of 
the company — .- = 5 

aire oe cians attending the hofpital —- 

For the maintenance of 140 flaves belong- 
ing to neeleiouatt - . - ie 
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bi) 
oD 


ces his journey into the t#terior of 
afes a new carabine before he leaves 


Stiel ) the landdrojt there—Receives a 
pare of; powder and ball, . and finds means to pro- 
cure fe ther fupply of thofe articles and cther neee/> 
far: urjues his route—L£ or fome time pafjas his nights 
at le Nneies of pave planters ; aft: YUDATES - At ett 
ikem, and ft ds n the kraals of the Eottentots, 
I “jing the precaution of liphts 

from the attacks of wild beafis.— 


- contrad: cfs M, VAILLANT 
of th art of the country, and even 
deutes that he EDEL ET avelled throws ui ch fH 


ae ® c 
x the evening of the 25th of December I ar- 
iy . } 1° ' ih 7°.) 
“ rived at Stielen’s-buich.- With the landdroft 1 ha 
fome acquaintance, having often feen him during my 


refidence with Mr. Brand. I- waited on him then- 
without hefitation, “and was received in‘ the’ moft 
obliging manner. He afked me tome quef “tio ons as to 


the occafion of my journey, wh “ hl evade od by mene. 
‘ Ye x 


renfmahl, Mr. Brand’s overieer, aga a Ww es n che had 
grievous complaints. On tke 
ompanied by two fons of the 


? 
landdroft on a vifit to pase Fe gentleman, whom I had 
alfo frequently feen at the houle of my matter; his 


Name 


ata 
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name was Minch, and he lived at an eftate he pof- 
fefled about two leagues and a half from Sticlen’s- 
bufch. I found him juft ready to fet out for Cape- 
town: this ot tle aahes alarmed me much; however, 
Tendeavoured to conceal my embarratlnent, leit it 
might excite anicion. He treated me with a great 
deal of | cordiatity; and I gave him alfo to underftand 
that | was on my way to. the counfry-houle 9) 
matter. 

Mr. Minch’ having taken notice of my carabine, [ 
told him he would oblige me much if he would let 
me have a pound of gun-powder, which I wouid 


teither pay. him fer at the prefent, or return him an 


equal quantity again: he begged me to accept of two 
pounds as a prefents he gave me alfo thirty balls, and 
told me that after his return from the apes. he fhould® 
often call on me that we might take the diverfion of 
footing together. I Ae od much pleafure a 
hearing this, and affured him that‘! fhould do all‘in 
my power ss make thofe excurfions agreeable to him. 
He ordered fome refrefhment to be brought; after 
which I took my leave, requefting of him, however, 
not to mention my Havin g made him this vailit, as I 
had been prohibited from ¢ doing fo | by my r niftrefs. I 
thought this precaution might not be aed not that 
T need: much to have feared being puriued 2 as a deferter 
into the interior of the country; as it 1s deemed next 
to impoffible that any one could make his w ay through: 
it, and of courfe that none would attempt to efcape 
thus. 

I eh oe my Way to the neighbourhooc 1 of 
Mr Brand’s eftate, where I arrived the’ next day (the 
27tl rey D concealed myfelf whilft it conti mare . b 
Lght,. left I fhould be feen by Barenfmahl: at night L 
went tothe houfe inhabited by the flaves, whom I 


4 

bi 
Sigs Sas POI ReiT satan ceased “ ABO Av 
charged not to’mention to him a word of my arrival, 


Me ee tla ty id (eee i 1 3 PN ae Ne Set APE RNS MIS 
as L was obliged the next day to go a. httle Turtner. 
15 = 6 Deal TRE age 7S Re 2 5 RMS EG «Pi Be Rr I 
phey gave tne. lome fir and a ittie mce cn 
‘eA ead H i en fe ae je Pay ee 2 fi Tie 
luppea, and then lay down, but not to fies i ¥ 
of my mind keeping In€ Waking, Wil O% 

P ls 
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day J arofe, and taking one of the isch ap as my 
guide, made my way to the fettlement of one.G rrard 
Hutter, at the diftance of about fourm iles hence. 
Before I difmified my conductor, | requefted of him 
to leB me have what powder he could {pare, promifing 
to fend him a-larger quantity in return, asfoon as I 
thould arrive at Cape-town: he gave me about half a 
Round: retry ig only what would. be neceflary to. 
fe d beaits from his cattle. My. path 
n 


ow fail ‘iioheh a wood, im traverfing which I faw 
feveral tygers ftretched at their full le ngth amongtt 
the rocks, bafking in: the fun. I felt alarmed, parti= 
cularly vhen I perceived theireyes glare full upon me 
but none of them ftirred from their recumbent. pofture 


During my walk I beheld around me, on all fides, 
pumerous habitations of different planters; but, 
though fuffering much from hunger and thirft, I care-~ 
fully avoided tl hem. At leneth, nearly exh aufted, iF 
reached Mr. Hutter’s: he was juit returmed from h Wnts 
ing, and iting 2) own to take ae re panne He 
received me with kindnefs, made many. enquiries after 
my matter, the object of my prefent eames and 
other matters. I told him all the lateft news of the 
Cape ; and added, that I had comecommiflioned by my 
megier to fettle ‘fome bufinefs relative to. fkins > with 
Thomas Dreyer.*. My hoft feemed quite fatisfied ‘of 
the truth of this account, entertained me moft hol- 
puably, and.on the following merning furnifhed me 
with a horfe, and a Hottentot a attendant to condué me 
to eset $ plantation, about two miles,and-a_ half 
furt her into. the country, 

I did not find Drever at home, being gone,:as his 
wife informed me, to Stielen’s-bufch, whence fhe did 
not expect him to return forfix days longer; fhe told 


+ | 


* Formerly a buntfr nan 5 he was now poffeffed of a cons 
fiderable plantation, aid kept upwards ot feyenty flaves. Mr. 
Brand SS aid d {kins of him, and had them fo far dreffed as 
te preferve them during a paffage to Bnetand: 
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ne howevr, that I fhould be welcome tot 
t was convenient to me. i) 


wm 


. 
are 5; ‘whe 
heir ha I} Le GQiLy At 
aCC epted this unvitatfon, and ivar 
nakineg furthe 

determincd 


Pia 


planters Houfes, 

; 1 no < ‘ etl te La ee 
fecoosnized as. a deleriers + tne! 
courte to avoid them 5 and for 


place where the catt le-were 
1 


named Meybach, at gt diftance trom hi 
Here I flept’foundly fer fome hours, but towards 
morning was a awoke by the howling of wolves: J was 
wet quite thr ought nyc dics with the dew, and fhi- 
yered with cold: I therefore fprung up and haftened 
onwards. After about two hours walking, { entered 
the fields of a planter name xed Muhlmaan +: here were 
1 <b to: 


it 

fome of his flaves at work, and I entreatea them 
let me have fomething to eat; two of them immedi- 
ately complied, giving me their entire allowance of 
rice and fill 1, In return I I prefented each of the 
a Dutch gilder. Thug recruited, F omnicads a way 
with alacrity. Towards evening 1 arrived at Satini- 
bay ;. and climbing one of the fteep mountains, by 
which it is furrounded, from thence I looked down 
upon a widely-extended profpect of land and feas *1 
tighted a fire, and lying down, flept the night 
without being difturbed by any apprehentions of -dan- 
ger. At day-bre ak Iavain fet forward, and i 

time reached the plantation of a man named Wol 
beast Wifhing to fpeak to his flaves, on ent 
the boufe allotted for them, I fond there a 
mafter of the family; he invited me to accompany 
him home, where he entertairied me kindly, and en- 
quired i into the motives of my journey*. 1 anfwered, 


ram 
ry 
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* I was known-to moft of the planters, as I was generally 

he perfon employed to weigh and meature thofe “produats 
Ww which they brought to the Cape to be lodged in -the ftores 
ander my mafter’s fuperintendance; each plante r was alfo in- 
yvited once,’ perhaps oftener, to dinner, at our houfe during his 
ftay in the town. 


Oa that 


re 
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that 1t was merely an excurfion of pleafure to Bletten- 
g-ba I had my mafler’s permiffion. 


and I continued w ith him three 
which time he permitted me 


to 

ave with me as protection, and to 

onvey my baggase to the eftate of a M. Spiltler, 
¥ whiek, was fituated on the Salt-river, about three miles 

from Satini-bay. From hence, after having taken 

fome -refrefhment, I purfued my way throvgh woods 
and traétlefs wilds, in order to avoid inhabited places. 

When in want of food | vifited the Gelds and paftures 


where flaves were employed, and PHECH REC it of 
them, “Phe {mall rivers which crofled my path I could 
pais without danger, moft of them being dried up. 

M. Vaillant has aferted, that this part “of the wengs 
try = much in fefted with wild beats, of which he 
limfelf met with an extraordinary number's now, to 
thofe who are the leaft scausl yal with the place, it 
muft plainly appear, thatthe planters béing fo nume- 
rous there, aud ufing Sach: conflant fuctiaae to exter- 
mnate thofe foes to man, this affertion of M. Vaillant 
muff therefore be totally void of foundation. I will 
here offer a few obfervations on the fubject_of thofe 
planters, and then refume the narrative of my tra- 
ves. 

In money the planters of the Cape of Good Hope 
do not at ound; their riches confiftir ng chiefly in cattle 
and flaves, Of the latter every defcription of planters, 
even the moft- ine: onfiderable, pofets at leaft ten each ; 
Ww backs on their frft forming a fettlement, are furnifhe ed 
them by the company ; they paying annual y » for the 
Space of five years, ten gilders for each flave: if they y 
wifh to .make them the own pirat property, they 
muft pay two hundred Dutch gilders for each; and 


mee are allowed ten years to. ” make this paymen 


whigh they.may do either in monev or in rast 
of their plantations. Mott of thefe cohoniits fpend 


j 
ot there WME Tt the shat 4 id } a [ae vy 

euch of their time in the-« ale OF Wild beafis. POuUr 
pounds oO: powder, and a proportionate quantity of 
fhot, 
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fh: t, is allowed them annually by the company, befides 
a bounty for the fkin of each of thofe animals, which 
they deliver to them in the following proportion : 


ry: , yey 9 
Rix-dollars. Gilders. 


For an elephant - - 1408 o 
— a rhinoceros - ~ ost 12 
— iacamel  - - - - 2 12 
—-a wild buffalo - - ee 18 
— an elk - > - - 2 12 
ea lion - - ~ a ee | 12 
—atyger - os e ka O 
om a zebra - os = - I ce) 
— a wild boar - ~ a) fe) 
— a goat - - - eeilet) 6 
—~a wild dog 2 ah 16 
— a tyger- -cat - - - Oo 12 
—ahyena - - = - #£ 12 
—acamelopard  - - =) TAZ oO 
They find it more advantageous, however, to dif- 


pofe of thofe fkins to the traders on board fhips, wha 
pay hig a r-prices for them. It has been remarked by 
hunters, that many of the wild antmale of this coun- 
try change their haunts either at the coupling feato 

or when there happens to be a fcarenty of water. Bu it 


t is certainly an unfounded afer sion, thet herds of: 


—t 


i 

hundreds of them together have been teen 5 “unlefs 
le account refers toa parti cular fpecies “of animal 
alled the calitz. 


The unbeaten-track which T now purfued was 
tremendous, fatiguing, and almoft impadible from 


the fcattered fragments of rocks, the tangled thickets, 


and abrupt precipices, which alternately prefented 
themfelves. Yet through this path I M. Vaillant en- 


deavours to perfuade us he pafied with his caravan ! 


I will, however, venture to contradict the aifertion ; 
nay, I will go further, and pronounce that he has 


%, 3 
"OU a lied ye ree BR gle BG ct C 
never been there. he whole tract of country: of 
ee | j ‘peray ST ae en ee y - 
which I bave fpoken, and with which he pret tends to 
a5 be 


POR 
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be fo well acquainted, is fo rude and w ‘ldly- -pathlefs,. 
that even a fingle paffenger on foot muft ‘tread with: 
caution, and eaeiinke rx difficulties almoft infurmount- 
able; for inftance, at a place called Hohlen-kluft, I 
was oblis xg) to eines up a rock st the fteepeft ai 


cent, at the imminent hazard of my hfe; I hoped, 
when I fhould attain its fu sige bits every Mitacle 

would have been over e.) ut F foon difcovered 

that my toils were little mere than begun, for the moft 


eragey precipices were now ms be defcended. As I 
mutt proceed, however, T was foreed to brave all the 
gers which threatened me, ‘and they were nume- 
rous and terrifying; as 1 was-often-obliged to hang to 
the rocks, and dre ‘ing from one to another at 
the rifk of pecipies mytelf into the abyfs be- 
neath; not being able with my feet to reach the next 
refting Piaes: Happily, howe ver, I triumphed over 
all. thefe. hardfhips, and onee more found myfelf on 

level grous ind. 
At. length, on February the 19th, T reached Blet- 
tenberg-bay, and proceed ded to the houfe of “M. Vogt- 
t home, and his wife told.me the 


OQ 
“+ Tj} 
- oO 
sas | 
ares 
th 
= 


meyer. He was nota 
did not expect him in lefs than three da iys from. 


1 
Schwellendamm, where he had been for fome time.. 
She prefied me much to wait his return, and led me 
aed building, w here was the bed-room fhe 
ted for mé: I was gl ad of a a little reft after alk. 
{ had gone through, and thankfully aceepted of her 
invitation, I core myfelf in the mean time in: 
making obf ervations on the country. I endeavoured 
lio to. gain Gon the Hottentots in the family, fome 
ights as to my future route, and by their means pre 
an fome further neceflaries for my journey, ; 
thefe were a calabafh*, a good many pounds 


‘7 Waters 
Oa aetac 
i a1 
had allott 


Ne 
re 


of powder, matches, a tinder- Doe, with feveral other 
articles equally efals 
ihe country around Blettenberg-bay is beautifully 


» and extremely fertile. It would be 2 fine fitu- 


; A gourd, or a fruit refembling it made hollow,. and dried 
wn the fun; ufed for carrying water on a journey. 


al jon 


a Miata 


tation here ; +a fanwuae vane cit 
stationed here, as a means of preventing any Ilicit 
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ation for building a city 
been attempted. Withi 
miles, are to be found 
great plenty of timber fit pa 
oft he moft delicious f flavour er loxe 
a pepo bby le O ae conte pene if 


> 
in 


velfels ee en vifit it in 
Dutch Haft India i? eae: 


“jt become a practice, the dues tor anchorag 
t, A 


co 
paid at the Ca ipes would be loft to them. A gu 
confifting of a ferjeant and fix privates, are coniants 


trafic being carried on between the planters and thete 
ef foreign veflels which come into t; but itd 
not anfwer the purpole, as theie men, 
wn intereft to that of their employer 
bribed to connive at abufes of this natur 
: erjeant who cor amanded the guard a 
I was here, was Von S chell, a native of Denmark, 
who had formerly been in the Praffian fervice. 

M. Vogtmeye r returned hore onthe 25th, and ex- 


} 
prefed much pleafure at {eeing me. He told me, how- 


mt 
femal 
oa 
OQ 


i a 


that knowing | i was a deferter, 


Ver, g ve 
the pleafure of conducting me : 
nd there deliver me up to Mr. B: e@ 


sidpre f 
Suders LOY 


hould receive 5 

tartled me, and I began to antieipa‘e 

ment.which awaited m 

fears, by affuring met 

tempt him to: betray me; fthat,on the contrary, he 
| 


: q 
qat hundreds oi gilders 
would do every thi: 1g in 
future plan, if Iv vould. e 
ferve. Thus relieved, I gave him a eo of the 
motives which prompted me to my pretent under- 

j ai 


<tc Aniwer Th) aie: ; 11 TY 
145 powet LO ast Me ia TRY 


nirwit Ww TO ain Waithnou 


Qe ey ea Age he TAs ; 
taking wWhica freely confefled was to 
d 
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ma king My Way 
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y through the continent of Africa, be 
“bat it might. He laughed at ny temerity, 

1 m nadnefs, and ufed e ery argument 
fhip could fugeelt to deter me from my 


OD 


defign ; but ny decifion was miade, and finding * he 


could not chan: ge ity he wifhed me ever ‘y fuccefs, and 


furnifhed me with feveral very effential articles to- 
wards the profecution of my journ 


were a Dreotecd made of calf 


\ 
which he 
that friend 


ley; among others 
fkin, and .a fimall 
hatchet 


On February the 26¢h, see condudted me into the 
read which leads to Caffraria, and then bade nie fare- 
oe with ev Ye mark of friend hip. Jhad now tra- 

velled fey enty-four Gee miles* from Cape-towm 3 
and had {till twenty-feven to traverfe before I epaciiad 
theffontiérs. 1 fteered my courte fouth-eaft to avoid 
the habitations of all the other planters, many of 

which I faw on one fide of me. I walked through 
immenfe forefts, fealed h luge mountains, and on the 
spl ewe re came to the firft kraal of Hottentots,, 

alled, from the name of its chief, Wabhab’s Kraal, 


ial confifting of about twenty huts. On my. ap- 
proach I was perceived by one oftheir |} betdlinen; 


who ae tening se the kraal, prociaimed the arrival of 


a ftranger. Imn diately two {tout young Hottentots, 
aieiic “with javelins, came out to meet me. ‘They 
fiepped at fome diflance to fa vey me, and then 
coming clofer, demanded if I had come alone—if I 
belonged to any of the planters, and whither 1 was 
going. I euanetea thefe queftious as wellas I was 
ue, and they then conduéted me into the kraal, to 

ir Mista or chief. He ordered fome milk to be 
1 me, cad pretented me ~ himfelf with, fome 


Yi¢ 
1€ 
1 
li 


C1VE] 
parched lad corn, for which E paid him a Dutch 
gilder, FE begged a night’s lodging amoneft the 


which he at once granted, and 


added an invitation x 
fiay with them as long 


as it fhould be agreeable_to me; 


* The proportion of the 


miles is fomething more than four 
anda half Engl lLihte@ pe G 


erman, Tran (lator 
and 


i 
INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 3% 


and that I fhould’be treated with the utmoft attention 
as to provifions and lodging. 

In the evening, the greater number of the inhabi- 
tants of the kraal came in groupes to a f{pacious yreen 
which was in front of the principal hut, where they 
ainufed themfelves with finging and dancing. Soon 
after this had commenced, fome of the young women 
came into the hut where I was fitting, and invited me 
and my companions to join them, which we imimedi- 
ately did. The girls were entirely naked, as were 
fome of the young men; yet the. former did not 
fcruple to mingle in the dance.* 

About a league-further into the country, i knew, 
dwelt a perfon named Walther, at whofe plantation 
brandy was made. ‘To this man I wrote a few lines, 
enclofing three gilders, requefting him to fend me the 
value in brandy. ‘This was difpatched by the chief, 
and in a few hours the meffenger returned with a caik, 
containing about twelve kans of that liquor. Walther 
alfo returned me my three gilders, with a note, re- 
quefting to fee me at his houfe the next day. ‘The 
chief, to whom I prefented the brandy, diftributed 
a part of it, in fmall quantities, to every. one. pre- 

fent. 


* The Hottentot women, before marriage, go quite naked ; 
but afterwards wear a flight covering. The girls are com- 
monly, particularly if handfome, betrothed vat eight or nine 
years old; after which all uni arried men are obliged to keep 
arefpetful diftance. They are not fo nice with regard to their 
fingle wemen, and feem to have no laws againit their forming 
conneétions with unmarried men, andeven with thofe who are 
married, under certain reftri@igns. M. Vaillant reprefents 
the young women of this country as chafte and virtuous. ; 
which reprefentation the above account, founded on facts, fully 
eonfutes. Any infringement of the marriage vow, on the wo- 
man’s fide, is punifhed with feverity by each individual of the 
horde; but their men and unmarried women have more lati- 
tude. M. Vaillant is. alfoin’ an error when be fpeaks of the 
beauty and cleanlinefs of the Hottentot females. Amongft the 
wandering tibes, indeed, I have obferved fome who have ex= 
eelled in both thofe points, but never amongit thofe who dwell 
in the kraals; unlefs high foreheads, hollow eyes, fiat nofes, 
projecting lips, and woolly hair, be conftituent parts of beauty. 
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and defired the remainder to be depofited im his 
hut. We did not part till midnight, when all retired 
to reit: 1 flept with tolerable comfort on a very good 
mat, at the back part of the chief’s. tent. At eight 
aoc in the morning he awoke me by bringing my 
breakfaft, which confifted of fome broiled mutton and 
milk. He-requefted I would pecieas my: fiay with 
him for a few days lo nger, to which I eonfented. 

About noon, according to Mr. W alther’s = Peal [ 
paid hin a vifit; he received me with a cord! 
somes and as he did not feem to feel any cur 
to the motives of my journey, we had. no con 
on the fubject. On taking leave, I requef 
how much I was indebted to-him for the br andy ; but 
he | pofiti vely refufed to accept of any return, adding, 
that when we met at the Cape he would poflibly tax 
my kindnefs toa much greater extent, 1 affured: him 
FE fhould be ever ready to ferve him; and fo we 
parted. , ) 

| now returned. to my Hottentots ; but found that 
the greater part of the men were gon e out.on a hunt- 
ing party. On entering the hut of my hott, I found it 
forfaken of-all but ay? daugh ter, a httle. girl abou 
eight years old. Her fantaftital and even bold si 
viour furprized me a ihn: deal eee till I percei 
fie had found out the brandy calk, and was afte tly 
he feemed to take me for fome of he 
Hottentot acquaintance, and hung about’ me wit! 

: at length, not. able any longer to fupport 
ierfelf, fhe fell to the floor; 1 ufed my endeavours to 
“ompote her, and fhe foon fell alleep, I left her in 
he hut, and ftretched moyfelf on the green before the 
door. On her father’s. return, he enquir red after -his 
daughter; I told him that having lain down there im 
cig on my return, I could not tell w hether fhe 

vas in the hut or not; he entered ity and found her 
tian but did not feem fenfible of the ftate fhe-had 
been in. 

I remained nine days in this kraal, and became fo 
ntimately acquainted with the whole of its anhal die 


ry 


fet o 


th Nt at 


ere sear ae ae 
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‘tants, that they all joined in endeavouring to. perfurade 
| me torefide amongft them, and choofe myfelf a wile. 


} evaded the propofal under various pretexts, but pro- 
mifed 1o pay tnem foon another vifit. . Some Hotten- 
tots from another kraal ftill further inland, having 
come to this to purchafe fome fheep, 1 took the op- 
portunity. of purfuing my journey in their company. 
My companions fhewed the utmoft regret, and were 
deeply affected with melancholy; on parting, with me s 
on my part I fhould have felt bappy to have had it in 
my power to have evinced my. gratitude, by fome ¢1 
{ential fervice, to thofé good and kind-hearted people. 
The road my feNow-travellers and I were to purfue, 
Tay over the Milk-mountain ; but we found it fo over- 
erown with brambles and rufh-grafs, that we were much 
impeded, and found ourfelves extremely fatigued, «l- 
though we had proceeded fearcely two. leagues the 
firft day. We ftopped forthenight on the banks of the 
Silver river*, but did not venture to Meep, as the 
flock we drove having attracted the wolves, they carne 
in crowds around. us in fearch of prey ; nor dared we 
to light a fire, left we fhould have fet the long and 
fapleis grafs all in a blaze: my companions, there- 
fore, as the moon fhone bright, employed themfelves 
} 


in making mats of the rufhes +. 


& This river is, it istrue, but fmall, but it is equally full at 
ail feafons of the year. Had M. Wailanty as he pretends, 
pafied over the other rivers in its neighbourhood, he muft ne- 
eefiarily have crofied this alfo ; yet he makes no mention of it. 
Tis water is remarkably wel! tafted, and of a filyer colour ; 
hence, the Fiottentots fay, it obtained its name. 

4 With thefe rufhes they alfo- cover their huts; and they 
work them fo clofely that no water can penetrate through this 
covering. ~They: make bafkets of them ‘too for holding their 
milk, which they do without lofing any part of it- MavVail- 
Jant is again erroneous in faying that the Hottentot huts are co- 


vered with {kins ; perhaps fome fing might have been fpread! 
; 8 { 


heir huts. at the time when he vifited 


| 


to dry on the tops ort 
had any opportunity of making obfer- 


thofe places where he 
yations,—The manner of preparing the ikins they make ule 


ef, is by firft fcraping off the hair, with fharp bones, com- 
eZ 


f 


monly the fkulls of fheep, or oxen; they then cover them alt 
} wir reeand Pp x4] Rane the } the f 

ever with greafe, and hang themin the iun. 

5 x ro) 


Ve 
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As foon as Morning dawned we again fet forwar d: 
and when we had attainéd the fummit. of the Milk. 
mountain we ‘bea wn to take our break faft, letting 
the fheep oraze api us, I bad fcarcely com epee 
eating, when, on ne about, I perceived a part 
of men making towards us with the moft eager ne ed ; 
they feemed to ii 


€ abbey ten in number. I pointed 
them out to my four f fellow-travellers, and enquired if 
they knew who the y were, and why they were in fuch 
. hafte to come up with us: they were fo much alarm ed 
that they were at? firft- unable to anfwer me; on my 
repeating my quefti on; is -y informed me that thefe 
were Buichmen *, w bis" were coming with an inten- 
tion of robt bing them of sicie fheep. sey prepared 
for our defence, encouraged my affrighted compa- 
nions, and gave them dir -eétions ae a act, Having 
loac led my carabi ine, I fired it amongft them, and one 
man fell, the-reft, having thrown Bite eek us at us, 
fied with as much precipitation as they had ap- 
proached. My fellow-travellers were overjoyed at this 
delivera nce; teftified their gratitude, and affured me, 
both by their words and actions of their elteem, and 
the high opinion they entertained of me. Leavin ithe 
mountain, we proceeded to a kraal not’ far diftant, 
where we ftopped merely for a littlé refrefhame ent, and 
then, the finenefs of the night inviting us, we pur- 
fued our journey. 


* Bufchmen Pera ou. 5 robbers living in woods. 
any tr Avellerss » M. illant amongft the number, are of opi- 


ion that thefe ee sabbeds are a kind of - baft: Li Hottentot 5 
iit Ican affert from my own knowledse, tha there are as 
many of other nations as of Hottentots ar-ongtt t} them, - Even 
fome Europeans affociate with them, I mean deferters both 
fiom fhips and from garrifon duty, who take fhelter with this 
banditti, and affift in all their plunder and robberies tij] they 
find Opportunities of entering on board fhips where they will 
be received. Even in the “Watle fkluft, between the table 
mountain and the Léwenkopfe, i in the very neighbourhood of 
the Cape-town, a band of this defcription, a mixture of all na. 
tions, fubfifts in the fame manner by plunder, to the great an- 
noyenbe of the inhabitants ef that town: 3 from all pris. of 
Which their nightly fires may be plainly feen, 


E aly 
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| Early next morning we reached the hamlet where the 
habitations of my companions were fituated 1, -Over- 
come with fatigue from the length of way we had 
‘come, and having ;affed many “fleeplefs nights, I 
fat down before the door of a but, where I fell into.a 
deep fleep. On awaking, Im aiffed both my carabine 
-endmy watch. Much fiartled by this circumftance, L 
Yan into the hut to oat fome enquiry, but could hear 
no tidings of them. At length one of my fellow- 
travellers coming up, , conduéted me to his own hut, 
where he reftored them both to me; telling me he had 
uted the precaution of taking them away, left I fhould 
be robbed.of them whilft afleep. He then brought 
me iny breakfaft, confifting of milk and broiled 
meat. 

' By the time T had finifhed this repaft, the. chief of 
‘the horde entered, dreffed in his beft attire. He 
bowed to me repeatedly, thanking me at the fame 
time for the affiftance I had afforded his people. . He 
informed me that the fame depredators had a few days 
before attacked and robbed the kraal of thirty theep. 
I made fome enquiry as to their number and fitua- 
tion,.and learned that they were about thirty {trong, and 
lived at a league diftance, on the mountain Schlan- 
denberg, where they had raifed fome entrenchments 
of wood, and enclofed them with a mound of ftones, 
to fecure themfelves from being furprized by a fudden 
vattack. J affured the chief that I thought it would be 
no difficult matter to fbdue them; and offered, if I 
was certain of being weil fupported, to lead on a 
party againft them. 

The chief, after fome objections, all of which I 
obviated, was highly pleated with my propofed plan 
particularly when he confid sis that by this means he 

might recover the fheep which had been ftolen froin 

him: be faid every thing to encourage his companions 

ito unite with me in my defien; ento rcing it to them 

} in ftrong terms, that unleis thofe plunderers were dif> 
j 
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> 1 . t 3 . » fe 
tants, which was the number in the hamlet, deter= 


mined to mareh under my cireftion againit thefe! rab# 
bers. I immediately iffued ap) inftruétio ons in what 
manner the attack was to be con lucted; and, in the 
firit place, defired t that each man fhoul id Bees is hime 


ee dry grafs, and 
fome fire Ooe: 
Thete prepa ations made, we began our march after 
night-fall, Aa without a word beipg utt tered, approach- 
ed the mountain; when got pretty near it I ordereda 
halt, and dividing my men into two bands, led on the 
one myie “Af, and gave the command of the other to the 
chicf; and we again put ourfelves in motion. Having 
now reached the outer. entrenchinen » we fet it on 
fre ; and the wind encreafing the flames, they: fpread 
with fuch rapidity that the whole mountain x00 on ap- 
peared all one blaze. We now again taok poft at its 
foot, near. thofe parts where we thought the befieged 
would be moft likely to attempt making their efeape, 
We had {carcely reached this pofition, when a difmal 
NE 2ffailed our ears, and prefently we beheld feveral 
men, miferably burnt, leap through the flames. I now 
gave the fignal which I had concerted with my party 
to Hogi n the a attack ; this encreafed. the confternation 


ef our enemies; they fled in diforder; I fred amongft” 
the fugitives ; and my Hottentots falling on them, tone | 


tally deftroyed them. .Thus did we fucceed’in. extir- 
pating this ferocious band, who had committed for 
many outrages. When it beeame light, my friends! 
went in fearch of their fheep, all of which they found, 

and alfo many more belonging to their enemies, which 
were f{cattered over the fidesof the mountain, and 
which they alfo carried off in triumph. ‘The number 
of the enemy who were killed, or of thofe who ef- 
caped, could not be afcertained. The whole of the 
following day the mountain continued buraing. 

We were received with the loudeft acclamations of 
joy on our return to the kraal; both men and wo- 
men welcomed us with fhouts of applaufe,- which 
were redoubled on behvlding their theep brought back, 


atin 
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and hearing that thofe es of their ‘tranquillity 
were all either killed or difperfed. J. was much 
Rane am urfion, aan retired. to repofe in 
the hut o: is the Hottentots prolonged 
their re ae at ue even fpent the moft of the night 
in feftivicy and merriment. 

1 pafi Ted another fortnight with thefe good people, 
and was treated * them with every mark oO: 4 ‘ 
and refpeét ; they vied with each other in difcharging 
the rites of pain ality towards me, furnifhing me with 
abundance of milk-and meat, and providing. for my 
comfort by every ‘owe s in their power. The prefent 


feafon, however, bei ig the pleafanteft for travelling, 


} determined to take adva unl agF of it to refume my 


journey. What they call their winter commences in, 


April, which was now nea and the rains which then 
fall make the atmofphere more temperately cool. 
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CHAP, Hl, 


After having refed From his fatigues for fome time at a 

Flotientot kraal, the author direés his courfe eafiward to- 
wards Fift river—Travels with added fpecd, that he 
may have the advantave of tle coolne/s of the winter 
Seafen fow his journey, Siunning boih the plantations and 
kraals, and quits the territories f the company.— Some 
account of the cuffoms and manners of the Hottentots.n— 
FP aillant refuted in his affertions on this Sfubjett.— The aus 
thor vifits the plantation of M. Hobrathe—mEnters _ Caf: 
Srarta on the 29th of March—M anners, cuftoms, and 
ceremonies of the Caffres—The author conceives hopes of 
geiting back to Eurepe.—For this purpofe undertakes a 
journey to the Jea-coaft, in compary with twenty-feven 
Caffres, in fearch of a French viffel which had been fhipe 
zwrecked.— They acquire fome booty, and the author, from 
the fucce/s of this enterprize, obtains the affection and high 
opinion of the whole kraal, who chufe him deputy, or under = 
mampa, and entreat him to Jpend his life among ft them. 


TOOK leave of my kind hofts on the 25th of 

March, and travelled eaftward, on the road which 
leads to Fifh-river. I was very careful in avoiding the 
habitations of the planters, which are very numerous 
in this part of the country. I paffed another Hotten- 
tot hamlet without ftopping, and reached one ftill 
further on, where I took up my lodging for the night, 
and was entertained with the utmoft kindnefs. This 
is the laft kraal to be met with in the company’s terri- 
tory; for although it is upwards of a day’s journey 
from thence to the confines of Cafiraria, yet in the. 
direct line not another is ftuated. ‘The planters, who | 
are in a fiate of perpetual warfare with the Caffres, 
do not wifh to extend their fettlements too near the 
hoftilities whole hordes of 
Hottentots fometimes lefe both their huts and their 
cattle. The kraal; of which J have beep fpeakiny, * 
is fituated on the banks. of the Fifh-river, near where 


me 


frontiers, as in cafe of 


& 


it branches out into two difting itreams; one of which 


vt 


Ynrertor or AFRICA. 


purfues its courfe between the mounta ins, watering 


difrerent plantations ; the other flows in a fout! ae 
direction till it empties itfelf into the Sflver-river, which 
have made mention of in the iaft chapter. 
M. Vaillant has been very. copious im his details 


‘ters, cuftems, 


. { a { 1 : x f . 
a mainters ; btit as that gentleman Is far from being 
always accurate, 4 fall here offer my obiervations on 


the fame Subir 


Bach (ait has 
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by election or pate es has mol 
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fick with a Giver head, on which tn 


graved » {his is given into ¢! 


is carried by him inall p ae 

individual Hottentot is i allow . 

pounds of tobacco, aaa 

for this they. are require: 
iq 


Dutch language; thote lala 

heod of planters, find no diffic Hake 

article; but others fituated further in 

the tafk not fo eafy. A-ufual method is, when any 


maman 
gin: is employed to hew 
wood. or act in fome other menial capacity at the 
aftle ; that by converfing with.the foidiers or other 
ye may gain a knowledge of 
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inhabitants of the tow: 
the dialect... The f \ 
again vifit the Cape, this man is exchanged for one 
who then accoinpasies him ; and fo on {til i 


tion *. 


* It is atmoft impofiible e for ftrangers to acquire the pronun- 
ciation of the Hottentot language, as fpo Spe by the natives ; 
nor can the founds or expretlion of the’ words ps communicated 
by writing, fo as to form a grammar for learning it; it muft b 

B ica J to be imitated with any degiee cf fuctele There is 2a 
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The Hottentots are, I believe, the lazieft people ex- 
ifting 5 from this caufe, and in fome parts from a 
fcarcity of water, they are filthy in their perfons to a 
moft incredible degree. Their extreme inactivity pres 


g 
vents thei 


é 


‘ cultivating their grounds ; and the traveller 


fees {pots the moft fertile lying wafte: at diftant 
{paces only fometimes are to be met with fimiall quan- 


™ 
XN 


paAy 


e 
tities of Indian corn. © Moft of their time 4s {pent ia” 


the rearing of cattle, or in hunt IDG ; the latter, indeed 


ey 5 , Us 
they only have recourfe to when ne eceflity; in, cafe of 


a failure of provifions, tompels them to it.  Alth: ugh 
they might with very little exertion; particuiarly in 


> J 

the winter feafon, have large fuppl lies of fifh, they 
will not take the trouble of catchfn 1g them; inftances 
ave even been known when fome amongit cite have 
been. for feveral days together without pi -ovifio and 
n danger of famifhing, yet fill this refource w as neg- 
Ete company “have 9 ashner held out en- 
9 them, by offers of fupplying them with 
and corn for purpofes of hufbandry or 

em in habitations contigi ious to the Cape, 


find fome means of ir ecatey The two 


not make ufe of ; and the latter 
the very reafons which fhould 
it, left they fhould be obliged 

any kin d. of labour: they 
ice in their deferts in-the midit 


ot thelr cattle, very lit {tie inferior to ther m5 and trom 
: : } 
| 


pufiilanimiity of mind, allow themfelves to be chafed 
n affres, at other times 


rh, would they exert 


< beyond the pre 
atk of their cha- 


3 


se, and certain characteriftic pecu- 
not be attained by foreigners., M. Vaillant 
great deal of juftice, that none but the 
d to it from childhood can overcome the 
g the pronanciation of the confonants. 

The 


-tendernefs for their 


Ser igre 
The women are alert and induitrious in t 


U O 
ment of houfhoid affairs, but fond of faery, and vain 


of their perfonal charn 


their own peculiar tre 
much el that the h 
not interfere about the 


arms 5 mile: hiy every 


a SR 
as i315 iJ 


Portugue > fiiit vifited that «country, f 
fant Mio a for a little tobacco or 
children are fuckled four months; thei 


day-t me: carrying them wherever they 
ibacks; and at i 


la ae and 


e 


asa 


barits 


/ wrapping a theep-tkis 
them, they faften them to their w aifts ; 
amat is foread on the grafs, on winch 


j 
i 


wis from ‘that time ferved with the 
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he cattle are r much the obietts of the 


women’s attention. J eats feen them ee their cows, 


t : 1 } 1 
happens to die a natural death, they 
} 


| the Ffott entots- too ss thus to 


and can an{wer for it, thet the fingular n 
a5 defcribed by M. Vai illant, is not prad ‘ 
them: nor can I at all 
cumiiance which he ‘2 flerts 


take 


ct 


and wrap it round the body of a livia 
{prea ding infeétion am ong ft ‘their cattle 
pears fear n their cuftom of burying 


ileaft a league from the kraal. 
Iwas much pleafed with the manner in w hich 1 they 


ife. Thofe who die of linger 
ifhake, and-pinch, im orc 


treat their dead. T hey never inter a corpfe t bik 
afcertzined that there are no cas r any remains of 
13 eo 


} £ hc; Se pay - mits 
he foul have not vet fo 


de not fucceed to: reftore life; the deceated 1s buried in 
1 . y - 
the evening; a laf 
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purpale of recovery. If the per 
was young, or has | been taken fuddenly off, meang 
{till more powerful are howe, the foles of the feet are 
{carified with a hafla say *, a red hot iron is held bee 
neath the Hote, the Beady rubbed all over, and if no™ 
fions of ii diicovered, the corpfe is carried out 
and laid bef ore the door of the hut, where it 1s 
watched by fome perfons of the family till the follows 
ing evening, and then interred; and leit wild beaits 
fhould come and tear epen the ¢ Sa: the friends .of 
the deceafed continue to watch it for eight-and- eh 
ter the burial. I refer my readers to M. Vail- 
lant-for an account of other ceremo nies and ufages 
{t thefe people; I have only defcribed fuch. as 
I found totally diiterent irem the reprefentations given 
by that writer 
March the 26th J again fet forward, direéting my 
courfe along the ba inks of the great Fift-river. At 
fome diftance on each fide of me 1 faw feveral other 
kraals, which are very thickly feattered about in this 
part of the country, where excellent» water and good 
afturage abound ; but as I before mentioned, they are 
n the dire& line of travel, and after proceeding a 
ew leagues I faw no more. I refted for this pak in 
a thicket near the river, lighted a fire, and Tega led 
myfelf with fcme cold meat I had brought with me. 
In the morni ng I came to a plantation belonging to a 
MM. Hobrath, w hich I wifhed to pafs without being 
obters rons but in this I was difappointed; M. Ho- 
brath himfelf happened to be out on a hunting party, 
and on my approach, knew and accofied me. He 
prefled me to accompany him heme with much ap- 
pearance of friendfhip, ‘but J ical ‘ed to comply, left I 
fhould incur the danger of being fruftrated in my plau 
He faw mv embarraflment, from whence he concluded 
~I was a deferter, but told me he would not atiempt te 
detain me as fuch. I anfwered, that.if he did, 1 was 


on who has died, 


iTe€ 


* They dip the points of thefe weapons in poifon; but only 
when ufed in war. 
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determined he fhould not carry me to the Cape alive. 
Upon converfing further, he made me a propofal to 
take up my abode with him for fome time, and to ac- 
cept the place of {choolmafter *, which was then va- 
cant. Ipromifed compliance, but. faid,: with his per- 
miffion, 1 wifhed frft to vifit Caffraria,, which.J had 
a curiofity to fee; to this he agreed, and 1 accord- 
ingly fet forward. I foon reached, a .place. called 
Bruynoogte, or Bruyntjes-oogte; here .I met with a 
horde of Hottentots, and faw to the: fouthward.the 
laft plantation within the confines. of the. frontiers 
which divide the territory of the company’ from ,Caf- 
fraria. A charming country now opened itfelf:to..my 
view; beneath my eye lay ftretched a beautiful plain, 
four miles in length, and .one and avhalf.in,breadth, 
extending to the feet of the Caffrarian mountains, 

On the 29th I paffed the borders,and entered; Caf+ 
fraria; here ;innumerableobftacles and .threatening 
dangers oppofed themfelves to my. progrets; fieep 
mountains, up which I was obliged. to. clamber with 
beth pain and: hazard; and it was with difficulty 1 
defcended before night, wearied with my. toils, into the 
valley, beneath. Several empty huts were here fcat- 
tered around, into. one of which I entered, and.took. 
up my -night’s lodging; thefe abodes feemed to have 
been.forfaken by their inhabitants, probablyfrom the 
want of water. As day began to dawn,, I was, awoke 
and alarmed by the howling of.wolves; I found, how- 
ever, there were but.a very few, who had approached 
my hut, and foon difperfed. I naw. arofe, and, di- 
recting my courfe north-eaft, reached a) {mall moun- 
tain, which on pafling over, as I was obhged to do, t 
was much. retarded by the long and thick growth of 
the rufhes with which it.was-covered.. I.mext;came 
to a river which flowed from eaft to weft, and .which 
I forded ; it. was about. fix feet. wide and four deep 3 
the water was rather, acid in tafte, and of .a,red:.ca~ 
four. 5 

* The fchoolmafter is alfo overfeer of the dlayes belonging 
to the plantation, 

3) On 
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On ‘the rft of April I paffed through a fweetly 
miling valley, betweentwo ridges of mountains covered 
‘with fertility ; the toad fmooth and eafy. Beyond the 
ynountain' to the fouth were fome huts, of which, ~ 
about noon, I:came in fight ; to thofe I bent my feps, 
and reached them in the evening. As I approached, 
Iwas met and atcofted by three of the natives, who 
were armed’; they feemed to interrogate me, and as I 
ould judge from their geftures, and a few of their 
words’ Which! [Sunderftood, to ‘the following effec : 
*- Whither do'-you go? whence come? are you a 
planter?” “I anfwered them in the Hottentot langua ge, 
intermixed with as much as I knew of the Gaffratiadt 
that I ‘was a’ deferter from the Cape. After this exa- 
mination; ‘they led the way to the kraal, where I fol- 
lowed them ; having firft given them to underftand 
by figns that they muft not attempt to deprive me of 
my mufket.. There were twenty-two huts in this 
kraal, and” the inhabitants feemed more than propor- 
tionably numerous. ‘They were all ranged before their 
huts as. Tentered, and gazed at me with eager curio- 
fity.; they diregtad fome “queftions to my conduétors, ~ 
which ' feeitied’ to fay ; “Who is this ftranger, and 
what is his bufinefs amonett us?” A young man, 
who I found was their mampa or, chief, after having 
viewed me from ‘head to foot, addreffed himfelf to me, 
inviting ‘me to drink fome milk ; I affected not to un- 
derftand him perfeétly ; he then advanced, took me 
by the hand, and led me into his hut, where he made 
me a fign to fit down on a mat whi ich was f{pread on 

the floor. He wanted to take my mufket from me, 
and place it in a corner to which he pointed, but I 
would not part with it till I had drawn the charge, — 
which T fhewed him, and then placed it myfelf ina 
‘corner néar me. All this he viewed with the utmoft 
indifference, which rather furprized me; but I con- 
cluded from hence that he was’ totally unacquainted 
with the nature or ufe of fire-arms; but in this T'was 
miftaken, as, I difcovered the next day. 1 was now 
prefented” witty fome parched Indian corn by the wife 
pfthe mampa, and with one of their pretty rufh 
. bafkets 
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batkets filled with milk. Havin ig fupped, T lay down 
upon my mat beneath the cover ing of a buffalo-fkin 
which was given me; and, with my knapfack for a 
pillow, enjoyed a night of profound and peaceable 
fepofe amidit a race of beings who are defcribed as 
ferocious and cruel in the extreme. 

I did not awake till eight o’clock the following 
morning, when I found myfelf quite alone in the h nit, 
and, on examination, miffed not only iny: Carabine, 
but the*whole of my powder and ball from among ft 
iny baggage. I at firft fippofed that they, might be 
depofited i in fome other part of the but, but fought for 
them every where in vain. As this was rather ferious, 
I haftened out in fearch of the mampa my hoft, 
whom I met near the door of the hut with my gun in 
his hand; he: burft into aloud langh on feeing me3 
and by various motions with it, fhew ‘ed he was not 
unaccuftomed to'the ufe of fuch weapons. He re- 
{ftored me mine again with the powder and ball, and IT 
was rejoiced to have them once more in my poffef- 
fion. 

My breakfaft was now brought me, confifling of 
fome broiled mutton and warmed milk: whilft ] was 
eating’ it, my hoft talked a great deal, at the fame 
time frequently putting himfelf into the attitude of 
firing a gun, which, though I did not underftand 
Ww hat he faid, informed me that fhooting was the fub- 
jet on which he thus hdrah sted | this ‘was further 
confirmed by the entrance of two of his friends wha 
inhabited the fame hut, bearing a dead wala * be- 
tween them. I foon perceived the wound which had 
been made by the ball +; and from thence found it 
had been killed by the mampa with my gun. The 


* Ofthe calitz fpecies; not unlike the chamois of Europe; 
only that the fkin is {potted like a leopard, 

+ The barrel of my carabine was bored for atwo ounce ball, 
like moft of thofe ufed at the Cape, for the greater certainty 
of hitting, when aimed at the wild beafts.. Th ofe of this width, 

as well as thofe which carry three and four ounce bails, are 
brought there from-England. 
| Dz animal 
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animal was then quickly fkinned. and. cut in pieces $ 
and at dinner time {ome of the meat,was broiled on the 
coals, on which we all made a hearty meal. 

This repaft finifhed, | was preparing to fet out, but 
was preffed to flay and accompany,.a party who were 
going to the chafe. We fet out accordingly, and 
were joined by four other Catfres, one of whom 
could fpeak a little Dutch which he had picked up at 
the Cape. He pointed to fome goats, and begged of 
me to fhoot one of them; I anfwered, that I. hoped 
we fhould foon find better game; but that my gun 
was very much at the mampa’s fervice if he wifhed to 
make atrial. He was highly pleated with my, offer, 
which he inftantly accepted ; ‘and aiming ata herd of 
about twenty goats, {hot an old and a young one, 
which feemed to afford him infinite joy.. I. enquired 
by what means he had. become fo expert in the ufe of 
fire- arms, as I had not feen any in the kraal, and of 
courfe fuppofed they poffefled none. . I was anf{wered, 
throvigh my teeth: that formerly they had ob- ” 
tained from their neighbours the Tembukins fire- 
arms, powder and ball, in exchange for fome fheep ; 
but that having been for a long time paft,on terms of 
hoflility with th at nation, the fupply of the two. latter 
articles had been ftopped; and, confequently, the 
arms being of no ufe, they had. beaten them into 
arrows at the expence of a great.deal of labour. 

Our fport ended, we returned to the kraal, when I 
was afked by the mampa_ to attend him with fome 
other pert fons in a fort of procefiion throngh it, to 
invite ali the inhabitants to a feftival which he intend- 
ed to celebrate the following day, in commemoration 
of a fignal vidtory gained three years, before over their 
enemies. All remained perfecily tranquil during the 
reft of the evening; but very early the fucceeding 
morning I was roufed by the found of voices and the 
trampling o of feet on the outfide of our hut, w hilft 
each within it, except myfelf, were buried in repofc. 
I arofe with the intention of opening the door, but 
found the faftening fo complicated as.to baffle all my 

9 efforts. 
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efrorts. The ufe of iron locks and bars are not 
knowmhere, but in their flead their huts are fecured by 
wooden bolts of a fingular conftrudtion. My com- 
panions were by this time awake, and all was foonin 
motion. On our iffuing forth, we found the outfide 


of the hut covered over with palim-branches, others were’ 
3 


alfo {trewed on the ground before it. ‘Tne people 
now furrouided their mampa with fongs of gratula- 
“tion; and ftriking two palm- branches into the bancdeat 
which’ encircled bis head, he appeared as if orna- 
mented with the antlers of a ftag; a branch of the 
fame kind was alfo placed in each hand, and then the 
proceffion began to move forward. They marched 
three times round each hut in the kraal, which took 
thein up about the fpace of two hours. When this 
ceremony was over, a large fire was lighted in the 


> 


thoft central fitia tion, round which they ail feated’ 


themfelves finging in concert. 
o 
None of the women had yet made their appears 


_ancée, or takén any part in the folemnity ; they now 
advanced, each bearing two palti-branches : with 


various motions and affi uming vatious attitudes, the 
married women prefented t thofé they carried to their’ 


Hufbands; whilf the fingle ones diftributed’ theirs 


vith the fame ceremonies to the unmarried men. 
They all now joined hands in a dance round the fire, 


and then flung their palm-branches into it. After this’ 
the women went back to their huts, and foon returned’ 


with a quantity of milk, which was drank by the men. 
who had refumed théir feats round the ‘fire. Two 
young couple were now placed within the circle to be 
married; the céremony was performed thus: The 
mothers of the two young women advanced; each 
leading her daughter in one hand, and carrying in the 
Other two bafkets of milk; within a few paces of the 
fire they halted; the tio fathers then came forward, 
and taking off a part of their daughters’ clothing, 
delivered them to their future hufbands, who, on re- 
ceiving them, were informed what dowers they were 
to have with them, which confifted of a few fheep, 

D 3 fome 
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fome buffaloes, &c. -Whilft.this bufinefs. was ar- 
ranging, the mothers approaching, nearer with their 
bafkets of milk, each of the bridezgrooms received 
one, The neareft relations on both fides then ad- 
vanced, and the treaty re{pecting the dowers was 
finally fettled. When all“ was agreed on, eacla 
prefent drank in turns of the bafkets of milk; the 
fathers then delivered that part of their daughter’s 
drefs which they had taken off to their fons-in law ; 
who again put them on with fome ceremonies, Abe 
mating that none but themfelves had now any rigit 


over them, A fheep was then killed, the flefh’ 


broiled, and all the company partook of it: the 
dancing and finging was then renewed, and continued 


till the “night was far advanced. The. two brides re-. 
tite to the huts ef their refpective fathers till new. 
ones fhould be built for the new married couples, 


which luwas informed was to be done the next as) by 


their relations; and that they were to be covered with 
fkins whilft the proper covering of woven rufhes were, 
preparing for them; and that then the dowers were to. 
be carried thither; and the bridegrooms, accompanied 


by all the relations, were to take pofleffion. 

In cafes of flight offences or petty difputes amongft 
thefe people, the oldeft, perfons of the families con- 
cerned accommodate the differences. . When weighty 


crimes are to be judged, they are brought before the. 


entire horde. 

Although I had to all appearance obtained the 
friend of the mampa, yet I was not admitted to 
take any part in the above defcribed feftival, but left 


jitting before the door of his hut; from whence, how- 


ever, I could fee diftinGly all that pafled: my inter- 


preter.too was difpatched to me with fome fleih and: 


milk, and apologized for this exclufion by 1 ayin g that, 
asa ftranger, 1 could not with propriety have affifted 
in the folemnity. When night approached, I laid my- 
felf down behind the hut; and, after having fpent 
fome hours in ruminating on what was to be my fu- 
ture deftiny, I funk into a profound fleep, When I 

awoke, 
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awoke, which was at dawn of day, I found thata 
buffalo-fkin had been~fpread over me for a covering 
by my hoft. lL arofe with a determination to fet out 
immediately on my journey; but that was not to.be 
accomplifhed, unlefs I chofe to leave all my prope Yip 
including my. carabine, behind» me, as the but door’ 
was ftrongly faftened. ‘The fun had rifen high above 
the horizon, and fhone with refplendent brightnefs? 
before I heard any one ftir; at length the miitrets of 
the habitation came oh to milk her: cows. f ex- 
preffed to her by figns, that fhe would oblige me much 
by bringing me my baggage; but fhe gave me to uns! 
derftand, in the fanre mute Ja auguage, that fhe could 
not do fo without her hufband’s content, who was not! 
yet awake. She invited me in the mean time’to‘ac- 
company her; I complied without once reflecting on’ 
the ritk I might run by doing 2 as jealoufy is one of: 
the leading Characteriftics of the men here. - In‘her: 
way fhe cal illed at fome of the neighbouring huts; and 


our party was encreafed by the women belonging to 


them, who had alfo cows to milk. 
On a beautiful plain, about a quarter of a mile 
from the kraal, we found the herd grazing; it con- 
fifted of a vaft number of the fineft cattle i had yet 
feen. One perfon holds the cow whilft another milks 
her with incredible celerity ; fo that, as two eae 
are required, the miftrefles of two or more huts gene-' 
rally go together as mutual affiftants to each other 
The cows here give buta very {mall quantity of milky : 
my hoftefs got but about five kans from fix cows, 
though it was now the feafon when they ufually yield- 
the moft.> One reafon for this may be the intenfe heat 
of the climate; another caufe alfo fubfitts which pre- 
vents the proprietors’ from getting all they might; 
the herdf{men, to whom their cattle’ are entrutted, are 
oiten before hand with them, and clandeftinely ap- 
propriate the greater part of this produce to themfelves,: 
{ obferved that moft of the cows horns here were 
twifted into various’ uncommon’ fhapes,’ and had 
ficures indented on them; this, as I afterwards under- 
D4 ftood, 
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ftood, is a univerfal cuftom amongft the Caffres, and 
aniwers a very ufeful purpofe; for the wolves and 
ugers fometimes chafing one herd: amongft another, 
would create the utmott confufion, were there not 
dffiseuithing marks to enable each kraal to know 
their own: I have often feen the. horns fplit, and 
each part twifted into grotefque forms, every one. en- 
deavouring to make his as different as he can from 
thofe of his 1 neighbour, 

On our return from the pafture I met the mampa, 
whe had been in fearch of me all over the kraal; he 
fhewed much joy on feeing me again, and quickening 
hig:pace to come up to me, enquired by figns where lL: 
had beens. 1 anftw ered .by pointing to the milki ing: 
party, at which | he laughed heartily ; and taking. me’ 
by the hand, led me into his hut, where he defired *his 
wife to let us have.fome warm milk, and prefféd:meto 
eat heartily of fome meat which was alfo produced. 
find here let me remark, that in eating and-drinking 
he Caffres are remarkably moderate; and that whilit 
with them, the por ti ons of flefh and milk allotted Ne; 
eldom fatished my hunger or quenched my thirit. 

When our breakf Et was over, I mentiosred. to. the 
mam pa ny intention of. fetting out on my journey, as 
{did not with to lofe more time; ] then put two 
ers.into his hand, which, after looking at them for: 
fame-t times he returned; finding I perfifted:in my re- 
ighutio Dy he. laid hold of my bageage, entreated that J. 
would defer my departure at leaft for that day; then 
givin my tangs | in charge to his wife, he: took my 
hand.to lead me out; Lat firlt hefitated; but at length 
thought it befl to. confent with a good grace. 

He then condugted me to a copfe, where we found: 


feveral men bufily employed in tearing off the branches 
from ree me trees, and cutting down the trunks of 


others, I aflifted them in their work; and having 
pulled off a. great many. boughs, I made them up in 
bundles, and: took. them on my- fhoulders. The reft, 
fome with timber others with branches, led the wa 

to the kraal, where. I. followed them. Here, .of the 
materials 
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materials’ thus provided, in about the fpace of two 
hours were reared two huts for the reception of the 
new married pairs. 'This work finifhed, nothing was 
to'be feen or heard but mirth and rejoicings': each in-! 
dividual mingled inthe dance; and joined in the fongs 
rings were formed round every hut, and various other’ 
ceremonies’ performed. Plums, ‘millet, and Indian 
corn, were ferved round as-refrefhments: fome of the 
fame, called in their language oghang, batoni and» 
melis, were hung: up at the ends of the newly erected 
huts-as marriage-prefents. As my gift, with a view 
of diftinouifhing myfelf, I hung a gilder to each hut,” 
aud perceived: they werd accepted with fingular plea- 
fure by the young brides-folks, which gratified me 
very much. I entered into all their feftivity, and only 
regretted that I could not converfe with them in their 
own language. I danced with a young girl, and fung 
her fome German fongs, which attracted the attention 
of all the company, rai had got into a fort-of fcrape 
by at firft clioofing for my ‘partner inthe dance a 
young married womian ; her hufband took her from 
me, and: would perhaps have ‘fhewed his refentmeéent 
by fome ill-treatment, had: not’ the mampa’ interpofed 
and explained to’ him, that it was from not being ac- 
quainted with their cuftoms that I had committed this 
miftake;the girl I have mentioned ‘was then brought 
me, ith whort theré was no obje€tion'to my ane. 
ing. 

“‘Dwas.now determ med that-nothing further thduld’ 
retard my departure ; ; accordingly the next morning 
Ptook leave of the’ mampa, requefting his acceptance 
of two gilders 5 ; this she pofitively refufed; and on my 
prefling him further, begged I would give them to his 
wife in, his ftead; on when I told him that 1 had 
giv en her two alfo, he at length took them, expreffing 
the hicheft eratitudé. He, in his turn, prefented me 
with fome roafted meat for my journey, and accom- 
panied me to the boundaries, of his poffeffions, which 
was about aileague:diftant from the hamlet. I thence 
bss bent 
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bent my courfe tow:rds the Eirekoha, or great baboon- 
mountains. 

The kraal which I had now quitted;asI at firft men- 
tioned, contained twenty-two huts; its: population was" 
about three hundred fouls.. It ftood on the banks of ; 
the Fifh~river to the right, and extended to a chain of 
mountains about. eight days journey in length ; and. 
which are at intervals interfeéted by the river, which at: 
different points branching out into many diftind: 
fireams, is at length reunited-*., » In the courfe of, this: 
day’s, journey I croffed the river.at:a,part.where its, 
depth was not, more than threé feet; and entering: ao 
little wood on a filing ground near its banks, took tps’ 
my lodging there’ for the night. I lighted a fire, and: 
having gathered fome muiclesiwhift 1 walked by the 
ftream, I drefféd them for my fupper; ‘and then: 
ftretched myfelf in the moft commodious fituation for 
repofe. Before. 1 went to fleep, on looking. further: 
up the mountain, I perceived.a large fire burnings 
from hence I, concluded I was not far diftant from 
fome kraal; and that the herdfmen belonging ‘to: it: 
had lighted this fire to fecure their cattle from the; 
attacks of ‘wolves and tigers. This circumftance. in- 
{pired me-with pleafure, and my reft was fo profound, 
that I did not awake till eight o’clock the fueceeding 
morning. I then arofe, and purfuing my journey: in 
the direction which led to where 1 had feen the;fire, 
about noon [ arrived at the fpot. On my approach.to! 
it, F,,met two young Caffres; on my <erying, out 


. * M. Vaillant is erroneous in his account of thisriver. It. 
has its fource from the mountain Hahoromto, immediately op- 
pofite the fnowy mouncain ; thence flowing ina winding courfe 
to the Yakata, the higheft mountain within the circumference: 
ef three hundred miles, it holds it progrefs in a ftraight line to’ 
the fea.. M. Vaillant would have us belieye that he quitted his: 
Inne of travel on purpofe to purfue the courfe of this. river ;: 
but it is fcarcely probable he fhould have done fo, ‘as in that eafe, 
he muft for fix or eight days have traverfed a chain of vaft 
mountains, and in the intermediate valleys paffed over ‘immenfe 
fwamps. . It. muft be Blood-riyer, not that: 1 have been de~ 
tcribing, which he means, 
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6 rabahara,” ** 1 am a good friend,” they ftopped till 
I came up with them. J-enquired from themat what: 
diftance their kraal was fituated, and they pointed-out 
the place to ine very near us on the fide of the moun- 
tain. The younger of the two undertook to bemy 
guide, and conducted mie to it. | When come near: 
enough to be heard by his friends, he exclaimed, ‘0 
ma hara tuko! O ma hara tuko !” ** A white: friend ba 
white friend!”” About fifty perfons of botli fexes and; 
all ages now came pouring out of the huts, and ran to 
meet us. An old man of the number, whilft yet at- 
fome diftance, held out his‘hand to me faying, ‘* Hoga~ 
femay tuko?” Whence come you. friend:f?ro ik rex 
plied, ‘* Bikagari knotuore,”: ‘1 ama Dutchidefertér.”? 
I was then led by my young guide to the hut of the 
man who had thus accofted me. A rufh miat was 
fpread for me, and | fat down. I.was now furrounded: 
by a crowd of «natives old and young, who gazed at 
me, laughed and. nodded by turns.. ‘They them, ap-* 
proached nearer and began to touch me... One puflied: 
me with a finger, a fecond., pulled my hair, and)a, third» 
my clothés: .This teazed ‘and difconcerted me: | I 
knew not what means 1 fhould ufe to rid myfelf of 
them. I at-length pointed my carabine towards them, 
but this had not the defired effeét.:. My ancient hott, 
however, perceiving how much I was anneyed by 
them, fpoke to me with a voice of kindneis;:and as 
well as I could comprehend, feemed to apologize, 
faying, that no infult was meant me, and that the {pec- 
tators were merely a€tuated by curiofity, having never 
before feen a white man. This explanation quieted: 
my apprehenfions; and when they renewed their play- 
ful attacks, I caught hold of one of the -young girls 
and kiffed her... This raiféd a general laugh, and many 
of the company called out, ‘‘ Naghaipti, naghaipti,” 
“very well, very well;” whilft the girl, who feemed 
highly pleafed, remained quietly reclined in my arms ; 
and a little after, when the old man brought me fome 
millet and milk, fhe flew out, and prefently returned 
with a bafket of the beit. goat’s milk, which fhe pre- 
DO. fented 
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fented:ttome. Her mother now too accompanied: her, 
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and I’ pereejved her daughter/ had: informed: her of my: 


Piece: of gallantry, and’ that, frony the fatisfation: ex- 


prefled‘im her countenance, it had=met with her appro-: 


bation, © She gave me'to underftand by. figns, that the 


hada Buteveryomuch atimy fervice, and that fhewitheds 


toengage'me tortake up my refidence amongft them: 
"Fhe old man alfo appeared: to’ folicit. me to the fame 


purpofe: Unwilling to wound. them. by an abfoluter 
refufalj I replied, that P fhould:firft make:an excurfions 
to: fee the country, and. then: return to. themy if- I: 
eftaped’ being killed by the nativesy ‘This: appeared to: 
give them much pleafure; but? they advifed’ mesabove' 


all things. to endeavour to avoid: falling-in» with. the 


‘Tambukins, a ferocious’ horde, who infefted thofei 


parts, and who made no fcruple to. murder even the 


ithabitants. of the country, could they thereby enfure: 
ever fo trifling a. booty. This, however, I afterwards: 


found: was‘very contrary’ to reality ; ; many hordes: I 


met with being- much’ more! addicted: to plunder:and: 


cruelty:than the Tambukins. 
I now determined that for the future, whilft/I re- 


mained inithe country, to’ be very careful not tordifplay: 
any of my money, leit I fhould become the victim of: 
avarice'and rapacity : nor could I avoid:giving way-to! 


defpondency, when I reflected ferioufly on-my, prefent 


fituation; ina ftrange country, furrounded by favages 


. Rations; who were familiarized with murder, andi to 
whofe ferocity 1 was hourly expofed: add-to. this the 


dangers, toils and difficulties which full awaited me: in: 
other refpectss bese ~ much greater thaniany Thad: 
yet encountered; being totally ignorant of the: roads,: 
not knowing enough of the language to make myfelf: 


underfteod,.and unacquainted with the natural produc 


tions of the country, fhould its fruitsy roots or vegetables» 


of any kind become neceflary for my fubfiftence: my 
clothes too were worn almoft'to rags, without any pofli- 
ble means of renewing i wardrobes . my {mall ftock: 
of gunpowder was nearly expended; and when gone; 
bow fhould Jidefond: myfeli*again ft the attacks. of uns 
pitying 
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|pitying manor ferocious beatts? Depreffed by. thefe, 
\foreboding apprehenfions, my food had no longer its 
laccuftomed relifly; 1 became emaciated. and feeble. 
Reflecting, however, that I had.no other alternative but 
Ithat of fpending the remainder. of my. days-with the 
race of: favages among{t whom I now was, or of pro- 
fecuting my journey: with fpirit, I refted my. fecurity 
on the: unerting: difpenfations of Providence,, and my 
mind regained its wonted ferenity. 

. Asli was: preparing: for my; departure on the follow- 
ing morning, nvy! old hoft mentioned to me that he had 
\logo'oiup, fourteen full, moons fince, on the coro khaia, 
falt mountains, feen; fome, perlons of, my colour, and 
dreffed like me. 1 enquired with eagernefs where thole. 
mountains were’ fituated; when, pointing, to the eaft, 
he: directed: my eyes to.a-fmall chain which lay in the 
road I hadintended to purfue: he further added, that I: 
fhould. have but five days journey-to the fea, from 
| whence thofe ftrangers had come. The gloom which 
had-lately poffefied my) mind now yielded to the fin- 
cereft joy; looked forward with the delightful hope 
of foon joining:a party of Europeans, in. whofe com- 
pany I fhould perform the remainder of my journey. 
| And! here let-me mention tomy readers, once for all, 
Ithat whem I {peak of converfing with the Caffres, the 
térm is not to be underftood in: a-literal fenfe; thofe 
dialoguesibeing generally. carried on, by figns and gef- 
itures; with fometimes the afliftanceof a very few un- 
connected words. 

It was neceflary:for me, in order to reach the place 
thus deferibed to me, .to return: half'a day’s journey in 
| the track by which I had come hither, as I mutt repafs 
lthe Fifh-river. I-did fo, and fpent the night on the 

very {pot I had done the one previous to my arrival at 
the laft-vifited: kraal.' I then afcended one of the moun~- 
tains, which-formed therchain 4 had feen ;.and here in- 
numerable obftrnGtions and difficulties prefented them- 

1’5 feorch- 
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overpoife might have precipitated me into the in| 
meafurable aby{s beneath, Did a few trees offer a 
friendly fhade, the tangled rufhes which rofe high 
around me on’ every: fide ‘prevented my reaching it; 
and no refrefhing ftream prefented itfelf to cool my 
parched mouth. Where thofe rufhes grew, it is true, 
might have afforded me fome water, butits fetid {tench, 
and the infeéts with which it fwarmed, made it horridly 
difgufting. To allay my raging thirft, therefore, I was 
at length obliged to have recourfe to the expedient of 
fhooting a goat and ufing its: blood; T-alfo took a leg 
of the animal with me; but was foon obliged to fling it 
away, as the wolves and tygers, attraéted by the {cent 
of the flefh, began to purfue me. | 
After having ftruggled through all thefe difficulties, 
on the third day I defcended into.a richly fertile plains 
but {till no water appeared to cool or refrefh me: the’ 
trees, however, were numerous and luxuriant, and 
amonett thefe I difcovered one which in growth refem« 
bled an oak, but which bore a fruit fomething like our 
yellow plums. This was a°moft welcome regale to 
me; fix or eight of thefe J devoured with eagernefs, 
and at firft found them delicious; but they {oon be» | 
came fo roughly acid as to: make my mouth bleed: E 
put fome of them in my pocket, however, as a refource 
againft the degree of thirft I had lately fuffered; and 
on lighting a fire in the evening roafted them by it, | 
which improved their tafte extremely. There are 
many of thefe trees in the interior of the country, as B 
afterwards found;' however, from this experiment I 
became more cautious in eating of their fruit, which im 
fome places the natives call ohegma, in others beyond | 
Caffraria, ogheghe. 
Exhaufted with fatigue, and fill fuffering extremely 
from thirft, I caft my eyes around. in fearch of fome 
friendly fpring, when, to my unf{peakable. joy, I dif- 
covered a large kraal at no great diftance from me, and. 
here | knew there muft be water: J accordingly went 
in fearch of it, and having. fucceeded, I threw myfelf 
down on the brink of the ftream and indulged in re-. 
‘og peated. | 
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peated draughts; and never were the moft coftly wines 

relifhed with more delight, than was this fimple element 

now by me. I determined not to enter the kreal, 

fearful of meeting with rough treatment amongft thole. 

favages, and befides I thought no time was to be loft in 

my fearch of the Europeans of whom I had heard, and. 

whom I wifhed fo ardently to join. Juft as 1 was 

attempting to pafs it, however, feveral. girls came 

towards the well for water; at fight of .me_ they 

{creamed aloud, threw down -their water'-veffels, and 

ran with» precipitation back to the kraal., Having 

filled-my leathern bottle, I followed them, and within 

afew paces of ‘the huts faw about twenty of the male 

inhabitants, armed with clubs, advancing to meet me 5. 
one of them coming clofe up tone, demanded of what 

nation I was? I anfwered by pointing to the weft; he 

then laid hold of my carabine, which I gave up 

without refiftance, . but, figned , to him that, it was 
charged: this. made him. cautious: he took it in both 
hands, pointing it upwards, and then bending his way 

tewards the huts, beckoned to me to follow, J complied; 
and was led to the centre of the kraal, where a grafly 
{pace invited me to reft my weary limbs. Scarcely. 
was I feated before I was furrounded by feveral hun- 
dred Caffres :: 1 looked around to fee if my conductor 
was amongft them, but found he had difappeared,, 
carrying my carabine with him... I now ftood up, and. 
enquired by figns which way he was, gone; jome of 
the company. pointed to his but, but feemed to fay I 
need be under no apprehenfions. I then refumed my. 
feat, and begged ‘for iomething to eat; they brought: 
mea cake * of a moft unpleafant tafte, covered with, 
afhes. and full of coals; my intenfe hunger, however,. 
obliged me to eat it. 


* Thefe cakes are made of a fort of millet, called myhuofay, 
which is prepared for the purpofe, in veffels made of the trunks 
of trees hollowed; it is afterwards mixed with milk and water, 
and boiled to a confiftency ; then fpread on leaves to dry in the: 
fun; and, laitly, baked on the fire. 

Two 
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Two men now approached, and I was given to under-' 
{tand by fignificant figns' from fome of the by-ftanders, 
that’ one of them had my carabine. I fixed my’eyes 
upon hini, but he fpoke to me in {0 obliging’a manner, 
and made fuch friendly figns, as perfuaded me he had 
no hoftile intentions, but took my gun'to take care of 
it for me. His companion, a'man who appeared much’ 
more advanced in’ years, was taller and more robuft,’ 
fhewed me ftill more kindnefs. wie defired I fhould 
have fome milk to drink, and feemed uneafy at my 
being expofed to the fcorching rays of the fun. At 
length he waved a club he had in his hand, as a ficnal 
for me to follow him. TI arofe, and he'led the way to 
a'fhady {pot, where I fat down on’a green bank, and 
fome milk was brought me by a girl, in a wooden’ 
vetlel. 

When I had drank and was fomewhat refted from 
my fatigue, E intimated a with to fet out, as 1 had much 
farther to travel.’ The girl was then difpatched for my 
carabine, and on her return with it, which was imme- 
diate, fhe was accompanied by a man who, I found, 
could fpeak a little Dutch. He began to interrogate’ 
me, afked whence I came, whither I was going, with 
fome other queftions. I anfwered, that I had come 
from the Cape, and was on my way to that quarter of 
the globe from whence fhips come *: My hoft laughed 
heartily on hearing: this, aad informed me, through my 
interpreter, that’ in attempting to pafs through the 
territories of any of the ‘nations with which they were 
furrounded, my life would’ be expofed to the moft ims 
minent peril ; that therefore I fhould do much better 
to take up my abode amoneft them, who already* be- 
held me with partiality, and‘ had every inclination to 
ferve me. I further learned from the interpreter, that 
10t long before a thip had been wrecked on the neigh- 
bouring coaft ; that a number ‘of the perfons on board 


* Thefe people were not unacquainted with fhips, being 
situated not far from the fea. ge 
had 
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had efcaped the dangers of the fea and had vifited them 5 
but ou proceeding further into the country, had fallen 
victims to the barbarity of the natives, who had not 
only plundered, but murdered them*.. My hoft ther 
went into his hut, from. whence he quickly returned, 
bringing, for my infpection, two {words, a piftol en- 
tirely new, and fome gold coins, which had been given 
him by thefe unfortunate men. ‘The money was 
fiamped with the arms of France. Moft fincerely did 
I regret, that in all probability I fhould now never 
meet with their former poffeflors. Entertaining fome 
doubts, however, of the accounts which hac been 
given me of the ferocity of the neighbouring nations, 
T came to the decifion of remaining where I was for 
fome time longer, im order to gain all the information £ 
could on the fubje@t. Here then I continued four 
weeks, during which time I was treated with the moft 


* By difplaying their riches incautioufly, an error too com- 
mon amongft feafaring men, they had undoubtedly expofed 
themfelves to this misfortune.. Some time before I left the: 
Cape, two failors from on board thisfame vetiel, had been taken 
up by fome of the planters, and brovght in nrifoners there. 
They were not able to afcertain the place where they had been 
wiecked, but gave the following account of the canfe. A mu- 
tiny breaking out amongft the crew, every officer on board: fell 
facrifices. to the barbarity of the ruffians of whom it was com- 
pofed, who then ran the fhip on fhore, and taking out the mo- 
ney and every thing of any valne that was portable, made their 
way into the country. For two months the whole party ranged 
through it unmolefted ; at length meeting with anumerous band 
of the natives, who attacked them with javelins, they were 
routed, moft of them killed on the fpot, and thofe who furvived 
defpoiled of all. Of thefe furyivors, four in number, two died 
Of their wounds in the courfe of a few days; the other two 
madé their way to the Cape, and were taken prifoners, as: i 
hive mentioned. They ftrenuoufly denied having taken’ any 
part in the mutioy, which, on the contrary, they faid, they had 
taken all the methods in their power to fupprefs, and had thence 
expofed themfelyes to the vengeance of their comrades, who 
had made many attempts on their lives. The French conful, 
however; convinced of their guilt, fent them into confinement 
onthe ifland where the prifoners are kept; from thence they 
were foot after conveyed to France, where, it is mof probable, 
they met with the fate they merited, : 
unremitting 
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unremitting kindnefs by the inh abitants, who all joined 
in frequently ’ prefling me’ to continue ‘amonett ‘them: 
In this Sulek) I -had an pportunity of becoming 
thoroughly 9h with thi charaéters, cuftoms: 
manners, and internal police of this horde; of whichy 
however, I fhall ee mention fuch particulars as have 
not been correét! ly fated by M. Vaillant, 

This writer, for infta: nce, atlerts that edrthern-ware 
veflels are fabricated by the women of Caftraria; on 
the contrary, to my certain knowledge, they do: not 
poflefs an article of that kind within a circuit of five 


or fix hundred miles. There are manufaories of this 


ware at the eve but in the intermediate. {pace be-=! 


tween that and the coaft of Congo, where it is alfo 
made, there is none to be found. ~ Bafkets made of 


ruthes, hollowed ftems of or and’calab “poe are here 


ufed in their ftead. Mas Wail llant, whilft he thus attri-: 
butes to thofe nations with which: he pretends.to be fo 
well acquainted, what they have not the leatt know-. 

ledge e of, arrogates to himfelf the merit of having in- 
ftruéted them in matters + wien they have potie fled 
the knowledge for centuries back. For inftance, he 
tell§ us with much felf-app Wer that he was the firft 
who fhewed them the conftr ee and ufe of bellows;. 
but this. is'a miftake of the egrofleft nature, for it isa 
well known fa&, that thefe machines were in. ufe 
amoneft them when governor Van Stiel eftablifhed the 
colony of Sticlen’s-bufch, + fo named from him and 
froma wood on the grounds. At that: time they alfo., 
made hammers, fmiths tongs or pincers, chains, and 
many other articles ef iron-work. Thefe th ey con-" 
veyed by caravans to the Cape, and brought back in’ 
exchange bars of iron, utenfils foe cookery, elafs beads,, 
wc. By degrees,..as the Dutch-planters extended their 
pottel ions, and became more numerous, the Caifres,. 

the boundari ies of whale territory had formerly been 
the great Fifh-river, were compelled io retire three days 


™. Siellembefeb, according to M. Waillant’s erroneous. ortho- 
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journey farther-into the. interior of the country; and 
even there, being much molefted by the planters and 
Hottentots, they left off trading to the Cape with the 
articles I have mentioned above; in confequence their 
manufactures were negiected, and ina great meafure 
put a ftop to. In procefs of time M: Dalbach, a 
Batavian, having been appointed governor at the Cape, 
he concluded a truce of twenty years with the Caffres,' 
who were obliged by one of its articles to fend twelve: 
young men each year to the Cape, not as flaves, but to 
be employed as fervants of the company, and to be ex- 
changed at the ftated periods for a like number to be 
yeceived in the fame capacity. ‘Thefe men learned the 
Dutch language, and were befides inftructed in the 
ynanufacturing of various kinds of tools and ufeful 
articles: Is it not then natural to {uppofe, that bel- 
lows, fo commonly ufed, and of fo fimple a conftruc- 
tion, muft not only have been feen, but imitated by 
thefe men on their return to their own country. 

The art of manufacturing iron has been known in 
Caffraria ever fince the year 1739, whena Portuguefe 
fhip being ftranded on the coaft, forty-three of the 
crew, wlio had efeaped the wreck, remained amongft 
the inhabitants there till the year 1743; and having 
brought with them from their veffel all the iron which 
was-on board, with feveral other articles, they taught 
them the method of forging fpears, fuch as were uted 
in Spain, many of which are {till to’ be feen at the 
Cape. Thefe weapons, however, being found un- 
weildy and troublefome, did not long remain in ufe, 
the Caffres converting them into javelins. 1 can alfo 
affirm, that in moft of the Caffrarian hordes whic. I 
vifited, I found fmiths forges, with all the neceffary 
appendages, as, ftone anvils, hammers, one end flat, 
the other chiffel-edged, tongs, and, in fhort, every 
thing ufeful in that way. Inttead of files, they ufe a 
particular kind of ftones, which they make an{wer the 
purpofe nearly as well. The huts of the Caffres 
are of a fimiiar conftruction with thofe of the lot- 


teutolss, 
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tentots, and covered in the fame manner with. ruth: 
matting. 

I muft alfo point out as erroneous M. Vaillant’s, 
affertion, that the. Caffres never inter their dead, but. 
expofe them to be devoured by wild beafts, by depofit-, 
ing them in-a trench beyond the limits of the kraal. 
On the contrary, a feparate grave is dug for each 
corpfe, and in fuch a fituation as.to prevent any favage 
ammal from getting to it. 

M. Vaillant is perfe&ly accurate in his defcription. 
of the drefs, and of the weapons ufed by this nation; 
but he is again in an error when he ftates that they are 
governed by a king, which office, according to him, is 
hereditary. This miftake may have arifen from a fay- 
ing which is common at the Cape, of any perfon re- 
markably flovenly in his perfon, ‘he is a king of 
Caffraria ;?? but certainly no fuch dignity in. reality: 
exifts amonef{t them. Upwards of feventy years fince, 
it is true, there were feveral diftin@ kraals united under, 
one chief, who. might pertraps have. bornesthe title of 
king. The, laft who enjoyed this fupremacy, was) 
named-Pharao; he was flain in an engagement with 
the planters, in an incurfion made by .them into Caf. 
fraria, At the time M. Vaillant {ays he vifited that 
country, even the name of Pharao. was probably. recol-; 
lected but ‘by. few; certainly none were living who 
could .perfonally have Known him. There was.a 
portrait of him in. the pofleffion of Colonel Gordon, at 
the Cape, which I have feen. There is in each horde 
a chiefor leader; but this office. is elective, not here- 

ditary; and is always beftowed upon the moft worthy 
and moft brave. That circumeifionis in ufe amoneit. 
them,.is.equally a miftake. . So far, I have only en- 
leavoured-to, correct. what I have found erroneous in. 
M.. Vaillant’s account of this nation; I fhall hereafter 
enter more at large into. the fubjeét of their cuftoms, 
manners, and national policy. 
The kraal, of which 1 was fo long an inhabitant, con- 
fifted of: one hundred and twenty-feven huts; its 
population about one thoufand four hundred fouls ; 


of 
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of thefe, three hundred and nineteen were fighting 
men; During my ftay I often amufed myfelf in carry- 
ing wood into the huts, and was rewarded with milk 
by the women. To the miftrefs of each family is left 
the management of all domeftic concerns, fuch as the 
providing wood, the care of the children, and looking 
after the cattle; the men paying very little attention to 
any of thefe occupations. In cafe the wife is taken 
ill; fo as not to be able to fulfil thefe duties, fome one 
of her female relations muft fupply her place; and if 
fhe dies, the care of the family and all houfehold affairs 
devolves upon this fubftitute, till the widower have 
chofen another wife; when fhe is paid for this trouble 
by inheriting all the cattle of the deceafed: if there are 
any children, the relations of the late wife take the 
irls, and the boys ftay with the father. 

Whilft I continued a refident amongft them, I made 
it my bufinefs to learn’ fome further particulars of the 
French fhip which had been wrecked, and was informed 
that it was ftill lying on the coaft, at the diftance of 
about two days journey from the kraal. On hearing 
this, I formed the refolution of vifiting it, and afked 
one of the Caffres, who was my moft conftant com- 
panion, to accompany me. He made no objection to 
this propofai, except by reprefenting to me that if we 
fhould be obliged to take an eaftern direction to reach 
the fhip, we fhould find it a difheult matter to attain our 
purpofe without running the rifque of being attacked 
and maffacred by the Muhotiaus, a fierce horde of the 
neighbouring country, who committed daily depreda- 
tions: he added befides, that even fhould the veffel lie 
in the moft convenient fituation, we could make no 
ufe of her, and therefore fhould be no gainers by the 
enterprize. This did not deter me: and I ‘ftrove to 
reconcile him to the project by faying, that he at leaft 
might benefit by it, as there was probably a good deal 
of iron about her, which we fhould break off, and he 
might convert it to his own ufe.. Thus induced, he 
no longer attempted to diffuade. me, and. even 
exerted himfelf to prevail upon others of his country- 
men 
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men to accompany us. He -mentioned the {cheme ta | 
gave every | 


the mampa,. who h igh rly approved Of it, and g 
encouragement to its execution, fo that ina “thot time 
we badtwenty feven adventurers ready to fet out on the 
expedition :, thefe were armed with javelins, I with my 


carabine; and we carried with us belides {ome iron | 


crows, pincers, and hammers. 

All preparations thus made, on the 2gth of Apsiting 
fet forward, and crofled.a chain of mountains in the 
line which it was foppofed would lead -tis to. where the 
fhip lay As we made but few: halts, we that fame 
evening reached the mountain which was the neareft to 

the fea-coaft, and lighting a fire, we lay down around it. 
In the courfé of the night, on looking towards. the foot 
of the mountain, at fome diftance we perceived ano; 
ther fire: this feemed to alarm my companions, who I 
thought,: from their tones and geftures, concluded ; we 
were in the neighbourhood of robbers + i, on the cons 
trary, believed: it very probable that thefe might be 
fome of the: Europeans from on board the ve effel, and 
endeavoured to revive the courave,of my fellow. tras 
oS / 

vellers by fuggefting this idea...Very early in the 
morning we were again in motion, and bent our courfe 
towards the fire; as welapproached it, our party were 


overjoyed: to <difcover that this dreaded band were not) | 


tobbers, but Caffres. On joining ‘them,, we ‘found 
that they had come on the fame:errand, with curfelves, 
and, had already been at the fhip, from whence they 
had brought a large. quantity of iron, fome glafs, fe- 
veral boxes, copper- veffels, and other articles: they 
pointed out to us. wh ere fhe lay, and gave us a prefling 
invitation to {pend:a night at their kraal-as we returned 
hame. 

My ROI ERG ORS now refumed all their courage, and 
were inifuch high fpirits that L could fearcely keep 
pace with them as -we advanced nearer to: our. destined 
‘prize. We crofled a river durfng the courfe of the 
day, and.in«the evening reached the objet, of our 
fearch. ‘The wreck was a brig, and lay between the 
great 
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great Fifh-river and that of St. Lucia, in'a creek which 


) ran in behind the mountain. On board we found fe- 


| veral dead bodies pierced with innumerable wounds, 


' and ina ftate of putrefaction; on fearching we’ alfo 


difcovered divers articles, as, cafks, kitchen furniture; 
| fome fhirts, with various pieces of cotton and filk.ma- 
_nufactures; but thefe laft, from being fteeped in the 
_ fea-water, and expofed to the fun by turns, were be- 
| come unfit for any ufe. The Caffres, to BGA iron 
deemed the moft precious of all commodities, bufied 


| themfelves, and exerted all their ftrength in wrenching 


| off the cramps and iron bars by whi ch the wood was 
fattened, and in extracting the nails. Whilft they were 
thus employed, I lighted a fire, and prepared our fup- 
| per of fome flefh meat which we had brought with us. 
| I bad carried on fhore fome fragments of the fhip to 
| burr for dreffing it, and when all was ready I fum- 
/ moned my ata to whom I fhewed with how 
little labour I had procured a great quantity of their 
_ favourite metal, foras the planks and beams?which I had 
put on the fire, confuined, all the iron part of the work 


Fy had fallen to the bottoin freed from the wood. Charm- 


ed with this expeditious and eafy procefs, they ran 
| back to the vellel, from whence they dragged thofe 
huge double beams, which are generally faflened to« 
gether by ftrong iron bars, and piling them on the fire; 
left them to burn all night 5 : inthe morning, the whole 
mafs thus obtained, was-taken up, and amounted to a 
| confiderable quantity. In a’fearch we made along the 
| beach this day, we difcovered a cafk buried in the fand, 

| which the waves had thrown over it; on Aaeieaes if, 
we found it contained feventy ratntvets) which being 
very mich fpoiled with h ruft, we laid them on the fire 
to burn away the wood w hilt we preferved the iron: 

A little further on we dug up fome ‘fwords, fuch as are 
ufed by privates, with the French arms engraven upon 
them, By noon we had made every arrangement for 
our ae: » but as feveral of our party complained 
much of fatigue, it was decided that we fhould reit fo: 

that night, and proceed on our return the next da 
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In the mean time, thofe who chofe_ it, roamedjalong 
the beach, and picked, up mumbers of little articles, 
which however were ufeful. .In my rambles with 4 
‘few of the others, | faw.a human body lying at a little 
diftance ; on: coming up to it, although in,a putrid 
{tate, we difcovered it to be that of a young man, and 
he feemed,to have been a per fon of di! finétion, irom 
his clothes and an enfign of fomeorder with which he 
was decorated, probably a crofs of St, Louis. .He-had 
received two wounds in the breatt, and his right hand 
was cut off; on perceiving this, my companions feem- 
es deeply affected ; and on my. ex] preting a, wifh ta— | 

nter the body, each was eager to,offer his affiftance: 
accordingly, a deep pit was dug clofe toa wood near the 
fhore, and having depofited “him in it, thefe humane 
Caffres went in fearch.of four more whet which they 
bad feen lying expofed ) and..with emotions. of the tens 
dereft pity laid them. in the, fame grave, covering. it 
afterwards with a mound of earth. This ceremony 
over, my companions repaired. to the fea-fide, and 
rubbing themfelves over with afhes, wafhed.them of 
in the waves, and this ablution they jeformed at leaft ~ 
twenty times fucceflively ; for that whole.day they. ab- 
ftained from all manner of food; whether. this. was 
from the difguft inf pire by touching the. dead bodies, 
or from motives of religion, I could. not exactly afoul 
tain. In the evening, after having lighted a fire, a 
naw ceremony was performed, each man rolling him- 

elf in the fand till covered up to. the neck by it; we 
ct all ranged ourfelves round the fire, and went to 
fleep. 

Early on the following morning we fet forward, each 
man loaded with his appointed burthen. As we. walks 
ed, we held a confultation whetherwe fhould turn out 
of our way to. vifit the horde, by, whom,we had been 
invited to {pend the night, on our return, or proceed 
direétly home ;. the majority were for calling at the 
kraal, and accordingly thither. we bent our fteps. We 
found the road-very bad, and the heat was intenfe, yet, 
in {pite of all difficulties, we reached our place of def- 
tination 
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Hination in good time, and met with a mof cordial re 
ception. Our hofts fhewed us large flores of the fhip’s 
cargo which they had obtained, confifting of clothes, 
{feveral pairs of foes, whole pie a! filk and cotton 


manufactures, a great many mufketsand {words quite new, 
twolarge copper kettles, faucepaas, bottles ; with money 


to aconfiderable amount: Of thefe treafures they ge- 
neroufly prefented us with fe epat ate icles ; amongtt the 


i Ne r ‘ : ” 1 
reft, one of the large kettles; this was obliged to be 


carried by four men, who, in climbing the moun- 


7. over which we paffed, found it fo unwieldly and 
cumberfome, that they were often on the point of leav- 
ing it by the way. 

Wewere here informed that the crew of the ftranded 
dhip had fpent a Abe Ae of time amongft them be- 
fore they fet out for the kingdom of Monomotapa, 
whither the ey had gone 9 in np lore affifanice’of the Por. 
tuigueze fettled there. I had received, amonegft other 
preie nts, a compals sae ee front any i nd‘ of damage ; 
this was to me a moft precious treafure. 23 

On the following day we arrived at our own kraa 


ai 


2 


on our approach, the women and child: ‘en, connected 

with my icllow-adventurers, came out to meet us: Og 
perceiving the booty with w hich we w ere loade e | 
mations of rapture and fhouts of joy faluted 
conquered a mi iglity kingdom, we could not 
received with more tri umphant enthufiafm: on enter- 
ing the kraal, we met with fimilar teftimonies of ap- 
proba ition from all the inhabitants. 
The fuccefs of this enterprize 


deoree of eflimation in the eyes of a 


> 


i the horde 


man feemed to look up to me; married women and 
maidens vied with each other in {upp pe ng me ' with the 


choiceft of their milk; and nothing that my friends 
pofiefied was withheld from me. They even appointed 
me under-mampa, with a view of inducin 

up my refidence aoe ond and further eng 
to build a hut, and furnifh it for me with every thl 
Tcould want. I was i geatehuly for all their kind offers 
which, however, I was obliged to refufe; but I did it 
9 


eat os 1, ? 
o me to fake 
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in fuch a manner as not to offend; promifing to return 
after having made the tour of the adjoining country, 
and that then I fhould take awifeand devote the refidue 
of my daysto them. I alfo found other means of 
gaining on their affections by being further ufeful to 
them; asin the following inftance. A fat young buf- 
a being killed in the hut where I was a gueft, I re- 
ived the blood, which they had on former occafions 
ral accuftor med to throw away, into a clean veflel ; 
the entrails too they ufed to have immediately buried, 
left the {mell fhould attraé& the wild beafts; thefe I had 
carefully preferved and cleanfed ; and chopping fome of 
the meat, made it, with the blood, into a kind of pud- 
dings, which I boiled in the kettle we had brought 
home. My hofts admired my cookery very much, 
and thanked me in the warmeft terms for inftructing 
them in the method of making this new dainty, which, 
they faid, they fhould certainly practife for the future. 
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Lhe author takes his leave of the friendly Caffres, and pur- 
Jues his journcym—m=Enccunters many dangers and difficulties, 
which he deferibes—Arrives among ft another horde of 
Caffies, and is kindly received,— Affifts them againft the 
Lamboukins.—Real boundaries of Caffraria, and | fome of 
the neighbouring nations.— The author is robbed of his pro- 
perty in another Caffie kraal.—By the intervention of the 
chief it is all retored except the carabine, which had beer 
broken to pieces by one of the CaffressDefeription of «a 
Yamatian kraal, with an account of the cuffoms and 
mauiers of the Yamatians. 


LEFT thefe. worthy and friendly people on the zoth 
of May, not without many marks of kindnefs 
which they fhewed me to the lait; I was provided 
with roafted meat for my, journey, and with calabathes 
| full of milk; and repeatedly reminded of my promife 
to return: many of them accompanied me a league on 
my way to the foot of the neareft mountain. - From 
hence I directed my courfe north-eaft, over rocky 
) ground, which led me -to an arm of the great Fifh- 
| river. Here I ftopped to. repofe myfelf for tome time, 
_ and then refumed my journey ; fometimes clambering 
over mountains, at others purfuing my path throvgh 
the intervening vallies. 
| On the following morning I entered a charming 
| plain covered with verdure, and adorned with a va- 
| Nety of beautiful trees; amongft thefe were many | 
)) which bore the yellow fruit like plums, which I have \ 
| ‘already defcribed, In the courfe of this day-I at 
length reached a kraal, and here I paffed the night. 
On my entrance, they took poffefion of my 
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bine *, and then gave me fome meat ¢ a milk. The 
following morning i departed, and was accompanied a 
is the plain to the foot of a lt hill by a 
iildren, who, Ithought, followed me from 
7, but I found it was rather to watch me, as [ 
was to pafs through fome of their fields of grain; for, 
on my att empting | to pluck a head of Indian corn, 
they called out, gonorum daropufy camd cruyulfay, Go not 
toiich it, or my father will fhoot you. 

{ pafféd over a mountain called by the Saks 
Pfaadoh, or.Salt-mountain; here I faw both common 
falt and falt t-petre in large quantities s at its foot runs a 
{mall river, which, in its courfe Hong the plait n, 
branches into two diftiné ftreams: poffibly from one 
of thefe the horde which I laft quitted get their water, 
vhich I obferved tafted rather brackith ; - but whether 

water is of this quality from its original fource, or 
ves the particles of {alt as it ‘flows over th 
‘ks near this mountain, J could not afcertain. 

A thick wood: now arofe before me; in vain I at- 
tempted to force my paflage through it; [ was at 
jength obliged to defift, and make my way round it: 
this took me up half the day. Jn the neighbourhood 
of this wood I faw a number ef ee “about foi ty 

1s nearly as I could guefs, which rather ftartled me, as 
ied were fcattered over the road’ through which my 
patl hlay; they did not however moleft me. I paffed 
this night on the confines of the wood, kindling a large 
fire, which however did not deter the wolves and 
lions from appreaching very near ; they difturbed me 
much, but did not dare to attack me. 

‘The wood, beneath whofe fhade I now was, appeared 
to me to a about feven or eight German miles + in 
extent ; the cacolay and monopacha-trees were its only 

growth. 
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* This was done merely to prevent mifchief, left the cara- 
bine, being unfkilfully handled by thofe who were not ufed to 
fire-arms, any accident might happen, or perhaps to deprive me of 
the power of hurting them. 

‘} From about twenty-one to twenty-eight Englifh miles. 


growth. ‘The fruit produced by the former | is fome- 
thing like our wild chefnuts, but has ared kernel of an 

acid taftes that of the inbabpachs- tree is called kerntiptel, 
and is a {pecies of the core apple 3 the feeds spain the 
fize of tl 1ofe of a lu Ipii ie, and iweet in flavour it was 
alate hour before the wild beafts betook themfelves 
again to their haunts in the wood; and, as I did not 


think it quite Mpa to cS through cheir ranks, [ 


{ 
was obliged to keep my ftation at the fre aconfi terable 
time moet than I wifhed. 
As noon approached, a violent ftorm) howled around 


~ 


dering the air more temperate, which I had found in- 
tenfely hot. I proceeded however but flowly 
not more than two German miles that day, being often 
impeded in my courfe by pools of ftagnant water, 
which -oblig ed me to rake a circuitous path, not 
choofing ty wade throngh them ; the wild beafts too 
Came thither to quench their thirtt, which made the 
fording of their 1 as da ANGETOUS as unpl 


ine, Gch I welcomed with joy, a3 a means of ren 


leafant. I wa 
alfo Bae led to keep a ftri& watch duri ns the bint 
of the following night to repel the RnR sof th Oh int 
Vade rs, not daring to enter the wood in fearch ef ma- 

terials to light a fire: not being able to flee EP) I {pent 
my hours in walking about in different dire@ions ; 
cating at times fome morfels of my cold ‘meat, w! hich 

was now, however, far from being pe rieCly fweet, 

When day began to dawn, I again fet forw ard, af- 
cending a craggy mountain which ftretched in a direc- 
ton from eaft to weft. In this day’s journey I 
d over barren slap iain and plains, where neither tree 
nor fhrnb were ‘to be feen, ae Pee of all a phe and 
’ 


Ing jun: every part was i nfefted L by” wil belts bit [ 


Was refrefhed “by the fete water w shi¢h I found in the 
c< 


the rocks. On the evening ofth 1¢ fol- 
me day, I fhot at a roebuck which I faw at fome 

liftance, but I only wounded bile and be efcaped 
from my purfuit. A’ fmall wood was-now within my 
view, near which I propofed pafling the night; but it 
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/ 
was too remote for me to reach it; I therefore. fat 
down on a rifing ground, and began to refleét.on what, 
was beft for meio. do, whether to turn afide and bend 
my courfe in fome other direction, or purfue the line 
in ¥ which I now was; the calls of hunger, which 1 now 
found very imperious, without any means of fueiahy-- 
ine them, filled me with dejection. From this con- 
templation, I was now aroufed by the found of voices, 
ind, on looking round, beheld a number of men 
armed with clubs and javelins advancing towards the 
place where I fat. 
Had my appetite for food been lefs keenly craving, 
{ fhould perhaps. have endeavoured to. fly, but l now, 
on the contrary; awaited their approach with pleafure,, 
When come within about ten paces of me wie halted, 
when one of them addre fing mein the Caffrarian lane, 
guage, demanded what I did there ;. 1 anfwered, a I 
was nearly expiring ig hunger. i. Have you nothing 
to eat?” cried another voice; “ No,” replied I, ** do 
give me fome food.”  Who.are you ?’’ aiked they ;: 
“A ftranger from the weftward,” faid I, * who have 
heen. wrecked on your coaft.” ** Whither .wou'd yeu 
go now ?” refumed one- of them; “to my native 
country,” I anfwered. They put fome other queftions 
19 me, particularly whether 1 had come. hither alone. 
I anfwered as well as I could by figns, and a few un- 
conneéted words that 1 had, and then reiterated my 
fupplications for fomething to eat. They now, by 
geftures, defired I fhould go wi ith them; I affured them 
J was fo weak as to be unable to walk. ‘Upon this a 
confultation was held, the fubftance of which L 
underftood, and it was to this effeét: one faid I muft 
ie compelled to accompany, them; a fecond ad ivifed 
they. fhould kill me with a javelin ; ;. but a third, more 
humane, o oppofed this cruel propofal.. [ now felt 
truly alarmed, not knowing how this would end. At 
le ngth one of them feizing hold of my arm, intimated. 
to me by figns that they infifted on my going. I com- 
plied, therefore, without further, oppofition, and they 
led the. way into a little woed, where they ftopped. 


and 
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and kindled a fire. They then gave me a piece of raw 
flefh, which I put on the coals to broil, and one of 
them gave merhis water-bottle, out of which i drank. 
After “this meal I laid myfelf down to fleep, putting 
my knapfack under my head: on [eeing this th ley took 

it from me, curious to fee what it contained; they 
emptied it, and found the remains of my powder and 
ball, a knife, a pair of feiflars, and two fhirts. They 
kept the knife and {fciflars, but reftored me the re- 
mainder of my fmall property ; fortunately, I had fome 
time before taken the precaution of fewing my money 
into my waiftcoat, which was now the means of my 
preferving it. 

1 now funk into.a profound fleep, from whieh I did 
not awake till roufed to attend iny conduétors, which, 
however, was at a very early hour in the morning. 
"Fhey direéted their courfe to the north-eaft, and pro- 
ceeded with fuch rapidity, that I was not able to keep 
up with them: on soohinin a that I-lagged behind, one 
of them held up his club, threatening to chaftife me, 
and in the evening another Bais gave me feveral 
blows over the fhoulders, and menaced me with ftill 
heavier marks of his difpleafure if{ did not exert myfelf 
and quicken my pace. I felt feverely hurt by the 
ftrokes, and the blood began to flow in ftreams from 
my feet, which were fhod only: with what are called 
fie iia Taods *, and we were obliged to clamber over 
fharp pointed rocks, and force our way through bram- 
bles and underwood... Night overtook us before we 
reached the kraal: on our arrival 1 was conducted to a 
hut, where 1had fome milk given me, with cakes 
made of Indian corn. 

From all I had met with, I could not yet form a 
judgment whether I had fallen into the hands of rob- 
bers, or amongit a tribe of Caffres; I was inclined to 
the former opinion, as I had never ‘before experienced 

any 


% The field-fhoes were made of buffalo-fkin; and faftened 
round the fect. 
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any harfh treatment from any of the Caffre hordes : 
is, I recollected having been) warned at diffe- 
aals where I had been, to beware of encounter- 
ing the Muhotian plunderers. I concluded I was now 

ir power, and of courfe dreaded: the re that 
could befall me. Alt though much fatigued, the agita- 
; it me waking me hs of the 
night, and Tighe movement in the hut made me 
it if } the fignal ef my approaching mur- 


When day bezan to break, the idea cf attempting to 
make my efcape darted nto my.mind, as my gaolers 
were yet buried in fleep, and all was filence on the out-: 
fide of the but. A httle refieétion, however,’ deter- 
mined me rather to remain and wait with patience 
whatever might happen; as were [ tobe detetted in: 

y Hight infallibly be Pe and brought 
back; and befides this my Knapfack and carabine had» 
: left 3 int. Again then | ftretched my- 
j at ienoth vifited ect i knew 
not how lenge | fhould have (lept, had £ not been awoke 
by a dtr] who brought me fome cakes ove milk. Ais 
none but fhe and myfelf were now in the hut, I took 
the opporte tnity of aiking her fome qnotttons, and the 


following converfation palt between us. * Are you a 
Caffre ??——'* Yes,”=—"* Where are thofe who flept in 
this hat gone?” | do not Know,’’=—** When will 


they return ??——<° | cannot tell.” I will alfo go, 


bring me my gun and parcel.”—** You muft not go; 

vy father has cartied your gun to another hut.”— 
<¢ Whe esis re fhould I remain here?”’==—** Becaufe you 
are fo beautifully white.’’—* Will your father kill me 


anid euel ny flefh ???—“ We have buffalves for food ; ‘ 
i-knéw not whether your fefh would be good ‘to eat.” - 
Our dialogue ended here; fhe left me, and } heard her 
faften the door on the outfide: 

Still I remained in doubt as to the fate which here 
awaited me; death I believed was impending over me, 
and I oueladed I fhould either be privately murdef- 
ed, or kept to grace fome public feftivity with my 

; execution. 
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xecution: Inthe midft of thefe perplexing cogita- 
Gene, E again funk into’a pr rofound fleep. «Whil 
thus forgot all my cares, my hoits 
and avis learned from the girl the converfation 
which had patied between us, one of them laid hold of 
my feet and fhook me heartily. But half awoke jronj 
a dream, in which I had beheld myfelf farrounded by 
my enemies prepared for flaughter, I involuntarily 
fcreained aloud. Percei iving my terrors, all prefent 
burft out a laughing ; and one of the men aiiun 
feverity of afpett advanced, and ordered me to : 
quickly, pull off my clothes, and pret yare for that death 
which he was about to give me. aifed mivielf flowly 
up to take a view of him who thus threatened mej 
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but inftead of ferocity he approached me with come 
ayem ; prefenting me with a piece of roafted efi; 


whilft thé girl brought me fome milk. He then com- 
forted me with the atari ice, that my lite fhould be 1 
jafety amongtt them, as they were not a nation of mur- 
derers nor devauiters of human fiefh. 

A fmoke which filled the hut becoming troublefome, 
we went out and range ed ourfelves on a green {pace in 
front of it. When all feated, they exprefled a with fo 
hear an account of all | bid met with in my travels 
hither. I complied, making out by figns what I had 
~ ‘ords f th ay 7 5 | ow 143 PPHS ¥ : Da 
not words eir language to explain. é man who 
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Se ; 
had repeatedly ftvuck me on the road the preceding day, 
was now mot atten tively kind to me. ** You had 


better ftay here with us,’  faid he, addrefling himfelf to 
THE 3 “we are Caiires, who protect the ftranger, and 
flay only our enemies: you will have nothing to dread 
amongft us; onthe contrary, we w ill take care of you, 

and provide you with every thing neceffary for your 


|. maintenance. Do not leave us, for fhould you : fall 
into che heads of the fierce Muhotian robbers, they 1 will 
unt ipabicaly murder you. If you will not conient to } 


refide always with us, tarry at leaft alt gokah mahiay 
il moon) is over ; thefe plundere rs ‘dyes then have 
{from that part of the country thr< 
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miftaken the chara@ers of this people, all my fears: 
vanifhed, and I accepted wih pleafure their friendly 
offers. 

I now applied myfelf to fuch occupations as I 
thought might be ufeful to my kind protectors. I 
carried woed for the fupply of the hut where I was a 
gueft; when my hofts hanted I accompanied them; 
and at intervals of leifure I amufed myfelf with cutting 
little wooden toys, which were accepted with much 
pleafure. Twelve men were appointed every four days. 
to {cour the.country for fome leagues round.the kraal, 
and watch left fome of the robbers fhould be lurking 
near, with a view of committing depredations on their 
herds, If none of thefe fpoilers were to be met with, 
they turned their arms againft the wild beafts of their 
forefts, that they might not return home without fome 
kind of prey.. [had recommended myfelf to the favour 
ef the mampa, who had returned me my carabine, and 
fometimes.employed me to. join thefe {couting parties, 
On one of thefe occafions. I had the good fortune ta 
render my kind friends a real fervice. Having directed: 
our courfe tothe fouth-eaft, where mof of the pattures 
in which their cattle grazed were fituated, we paffed 
through a waod about a. mile in extent; on iffuing- 
from its further. extremity, we faw a number of men. 
advancing, towards us.. My companions perceived at 
once that thefe were. Tambouki robbers, by whom we 
{hould, in. all probability be attacked; they therefore- 
prepared to defend themfelyes, and-entreated me to join 
vigoroufly in their endeavours to repel, thefe favage. 
foes. Having added eight ilugs to the charge I already 
had, in my. carabine, as foon as they were come within. 
reach of my fire, I difcharged it amongit them: upon: 
this they. made a halt, during. which I reloaded. my 
piece, and again fired it at them : they. now all took to, 
fight, with the utmoft precipitation, except two of the. 
party that I had wounded, whom their companions 
were obliged to leave behind, Thefe we carried: home. 
with us, and they. were not treated. with inhumanity,, 
aitnough, they had been: the moft rancoroug enemies. 
ty 
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to the Caffres: their wounds were taken care of; and 
when healed, the men were employed in carrying 
wood and water. 

The event of this expedition obtained me a high 
degree of credit and eftimation; and my hofpitable 
friends laid themfelves out to render the remainder of 
my ftay amongft them as agreeable as pofible, ‘The 
number of the inhabitants in this horde was four 
hundred and ninety-three; of thefe, one hundred and 
fixty were men able to bear arms: it is the laft kraal 
in Caffraria-proper, fituated to the north-eaft, and is 
about one days journey from the frontier which divides 
this country from that of the Yamatians. ‘The people 
of Yamatia give themfelves alfo the denomination of 
Caffres, but they are in reality a diftinét race, and. 
differ from the Caffres, properly fo. called, in, many 
points. 

I fhall now, as I fome time fince promifed, enter 
snto a more minute difcuffion relative to the cuftoms, 
manners, and policy of the real Caffres.. In the maps 
of Africa, all that tra@t of country which is in general 
diftinguifhed by the name of Caffraria, ought to be 
divided into five parts, following the divifion of the 
five nations by which it is inhabited, ft is true he 
hordes belonging. to. each of thefe nations ufually 
change their place of abode annually, yet full they 
keep within their own boundaries. Thofe to the 
fouth, or the real Caffres, inhabit that tract of land 
which extends from Bruyn-oogte to the ‘Tambo-river, 
about one hundred and forty miles in length, and up- 
wards of fixty in breadth; that is, from the fea to the 
kingdom of Biri. We muft not, however, be fur- 
prized that geographers and travellers often give con- 
tradictory accounts of the real extent of Caffraria; 
the latter may be mifled in this point from the circum- 
ftance of many other nations affuming the name of 
Caffres, or wifhing to pafs as fuch, without any title 
to the denomination. In a diftri@ upwards of two 
hundred miles in length, ftretching from north to 
fouth, and reaching from the Tambo to the Francis- 

k 6 river, 
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river, and from eighty-fix to one hundred miles in? 
breadth, dwell the following nations.~1.. The Yama- 
tians, bounded on the fouth-eaft by the fouthem Caf-r 
! affraria-proper. The Muhotians, border- 
ing to the fo uth on Ca fFraria. -proper, to the eaft on the 
territory of the Yamatians. 3, The Kamtorians, whofe 
country forms a triangle: to the fouth it touches on 
that of the Muhotians, and weftward on the kingdom 
f Bir. 4. The Birians, inhabitants of the kingdom 
of Biri, who are {ubdivided into three tribes, viz. The 
Birlans, properly fo called; the Gohavati, originally 
of a more fouthern pony ho migrated 
nd the ‘Famboukes, The Kaminrukis* 


2 a patient race, whom fie neighbouring nation 
in opprefling. 6.-The Monikans, idhabicinc 
ofthe kib edom of Monika, a powerful and‘ nunierous 


nation : their fouthern borders divide them from the 


angdom of Biri, and, to'the eaft lie fome regions yet 
unexplore d.. 4. The Yamampau,’ who faba ‘by 
i! er: on this account they were expelled the 
country of Monome he their namé Yamampau 


fisnifies robber. 8. The Tnhambans, inhabitants of 
a {mall kingdom, lying along a river of the fame 


name: thefe have admitted to reeds amongft them the 
Hulyamins, a people who formerly poffetied a fertile 
tract of country on the banks of the Aroe, but were 


driven from thence by the Batanzons. 9. The people 
of the Ae of Sab! ola. 10. = hofe of the kingdom 
of Sofala. The Inhamois. . The Inhamafibas: 


Thefe four Tat mentioned have vend into a league, 
offentive and defenfive, againft their cammon enemy, 
the king of Monomotapa, with whom they are in con 

tinual 


*-y could not help being much furprized to find the cou Intry 
of the Kaminrukis, mentioned by M. Vaillant, as having been 
vifited by him, as it is fituated abo ut two hundred aie from 
the route he pa us he puriue d. Even admitting he might have 
left his caravan to make an excurfion further on, ” Rill it is hardly 
ofit “ae ing that time, he could have penetrated fuch 2a 
engih of way. This nation is not numerous ;_it comprizes on fy 
apa ‘bk ee thoufand fouls. They are held in deteftation'by the 
douth Catkres, who are ever in hofiity with them. 5 
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'tintal warfare, he sy bas rouring to briri¢ them doa 
jumder his yoke. 13. The inhabitants of the kine edom 
of Chikaro. There are four’ diftin@- nations. who 
refide within the confines of this “kit ngdom, each of 
|whom was formerly governed by Re Ow n ‘king, viz, 
‘the Makubis, a warlike race ; the Kainugnos, who 
fubfitt by breeding cattle; “the Maine vis, originally 
lishabitants of the kinsdom of Butna, where, 
required to pay a tribute,’ they raifed an infurreétion 
againtt their king, whom they 2 =¢ 
and were in confequence expelled froin his 
and laftly, the Mone ans, a peo , 
‘courageous ; on oceafion of their king hav 
number of his ae to the French: as flaves, they 
irofe againft him, and he loft his life in the conteft. 
|. Interfperfed amongft thé nations above Banca d 
are many fmaller thi ibes; who, in their internal po 
and fome of their ui ages, vary from them ina figh 
degrees but in matters of material import, they muft 
‘eonform to the laws and ctiftoms ‘of the more powerful 
Mations” in whofe territory they chance to refide.— 
‘Many writers have con iprehend ded’ all the inhabitants 
OF the’ different coinitries I have been’ defcribing, 
under the gene raln name of Caffres, and fome have even 
inch uded thofe of Monomotapa, as e called; thus ex- 
itendine the limits ° oF Caffraria as far as the river 
ireyra. Others again have for med d different divifions, 

ixed different bot ndaries rom hate I have 

but 3 the: countries through which I tra- 

t mm [have fpecified as Raut, are 
looked upon as all that can come under that denomi- 
Nation, even in its moft extended fenfe. 
I Tails ia is v vpo ont Nag ah Nh rer tale coun eae though 

t 
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eave. morat wifes ae it Me advant: age of Chin ivation, 
the foul would I am fure be equally produaive wich 
ithe mof fruitful parts of Europe: were t! 
to be reclaimed where nothin g now is to t 
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tions; but thenatives being equally ignorant of the art 
of working their mines as with that of hufbandry, no. 
benefit is derived from them.  Both_wild and domeftie 
animals abound through all its extent, as do herbs, 
plants, and fruits, to which other countries are 
firangers. 

Having thus defcribed the country commonly called: 
Caffraria, as inhabited by feveral diftinét nations, I 
fball next proceed to. give an account. of the mode of 
life, manners, and. national character of that tribe of, 
fouth Caffres of which I acquired fo accurate a know- 
ledge, and from whom.the whole country derives its, 
name.. The natives of Caffraria. then acknowledge one, 
Supreme Being; the.fun and moon are alfo objects of 
their worfhip ; but they have neither priefts nor teme 
ples. No modes of faith are prefcribed, each paying 


l 


his homage in that manner which betft fuits his own, | 


ideas. In every family the tafk of inftrudting the chil 
dren is undertaken by the oldeft perfon; the grands 


father, for inftance, if living,. has the care of the boyss, | 


the grandmother of the girls, The clothing worn 
by the Caffres is much the fame as that of. the Hotten- 


tots; it confifts of a kind of apron faftened round the, 
waift, and a fheep-fkin in, form. of a.cloak throwm 
if P. al 1-J pn r ie . . . ' 
over their fhoulders. The long hair of the women is: | 
plaited,. bound round the head, and formed into a tuft | 


at the top; that of the men, braided in treffes, hangs | 


down over the fhoulders... There is a chief in each, 


kraal whom they ftile mampa;. by his decifion all | 


petty differences are adjufted :. matters of real momen | 


are judged by the whole kraal collectively. In cafes | 


of adultery, if the tranfgrefion is on the woman’s. 


fide, the. fevereft punifhment is.decreed; if on the 


man’s, itis comparathnely flight: a.plurality.of wives ig | 
| 


alfo permitted them. 


In war. the Caffres difplay much bravery, facrificing) | 


their lives rather than incur the fhame of a retreat: if 


they are conquered, it muft be by fuperior fkill of) 


mumbers. ‘They delight in war;. and are generally 


«the: | 
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the firft to begin hoftilities in order to provoke theiv: 
neighbours: their only weapons are javelins and 
clubs. When fo much oppreffed by the Dutch plane 
ters in the year 1709, this nation alone fent an army 
of forty thoufand men into the field to oppofe them ; 
_ had they been joined in time: by the auxiliary troops 
from all the other ftates fituated between the frontiers 
of the Dutch fettlements and the kingdom of Biri, a 
force of near ninety thoufand men might have been: 
_affembled before Cape-town, which mutt infallibly 
have furrendered to them. ‘That each of the difperfed. 
hordes may haye the earlieft intelligence in.cafe of. a 
war breaking out, that. neareft the confines of the 
enemy’s country gives the fignal, by erecting, on fome 
nfing ground, the trunk of a-particular kind of tree,* 
ftripped of its branches. and covered all over with 
tallow; this they. fet on fire, snd on feeing the light, 
‘which is diftinguifhable at an immentfe diftance, the 
warriors of each horde are inftantly in motion to 


| haften to the affiftance of their countrymen. 


The moft favourite amufements. of the Caffres are 
finging and dancing ;, of all kinds of jollity, indeed; 
they are peculiarly fond, for which. reafon their fefti- 


|) vals are very frequent. efpecially on nights when the 
|| fky is unclouded, and the moon fhines bright. They: 


are fearful of offending their divine luminary, the 
fun, thould they begin their feftivities before he has 


withdrawn his beams. A victory over their enemies,, 


,) the deftruétion of a favage and ferocious beaft, or the 
‘election, of a mampa,, are always. celebrated with 
. iports and rejoicings.. 


On any of thefe great occafions, the mamipa, , to. 


give public. notice of the approaching jubilee, fixes 
‘ome palm-branches on the top of. his hut. The 


‘Youths, not. yet able to bear arms, are.totally ex- 


cluded: 
) 
* On this tree grows a fruitfomething like our gooféberries 
alfo produces a fpecies of wax of a greenifh colour, whic! 


thie Dutch planters prize highly for. the. purpofe, of. making 


candies, | 


lit 
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cluded from affifting’ at many of thefe celebrations } 
nor are children admitted to fee their parents dance: 
Their time is divided by moons atid years; ten-lunat 

months are reckoned a year; hence there is a great 
fariation in their feafons. 

Althoug wh’ the women are not highly refpeéted 
monet them, and rather looked upon in the light of 
yet cuitom and the laws of the. country give 
i¢hts and privileges which are never ‘in- 
ritiged, ” Wher a woman lies-in, forthe three firft 
lays after her delivery, her hufband muft not enter the 
ut where fhe is confined. if the child be a fon. a 

t is given by the father; fa daughter, by the mos 
the neareft relatives of the fami ly on both 


Particular hats are appropriated to the purpofe 

ien being brought to bed in them in every 

fc ymetimes each family poffeffes one: no man 

xii to enter ats Their laws allow of di- 

vorees in fome cafes; but it is chiefly the men who 
have the power of fuing for them, for he:can compel 
his wife to live with him as long as he chooles ; 1 ifthe 


jnfifts upon a feparation fo'as to make him wneafy, it 
is then granted; but the is banifhed from the kraal. 
The men are prohibited by’ the laws from inflicting 
any manual chaftifement on their wives. This is @ 
fecurity which is not enjeyed in the more poh fifhed na¥ 
tions 6f Europe, who, however, look down with con- 
¢ ee on thefe children of natures. a- Caffre who 
is wife, would be looked upon with cons 

divor & and abhorrence oy the eatire kraal, of which he 
would be ever after confidered an unworthy member. 
I néver, during my efidcae amoneft this people, 


faw an inffance “of aman having any difference with 


his wife, or even {peaking to her-in the language ‘of | 


Sade henfion+ allthofe duties, which the tie of ‘mars 


ins them in domeftic life, are performed to 
the ua Oe their abilities with regularity and ‘aan 
nefs. If the hufband happens to be taken il, the 
management of his affairs .is undertaken. | by fome one 
Hear of kin to Rim; tn like manner, if a woman 1s 
fick, 
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fick, one of her female relations takes th ! 
hier houfehold bufinefs. Having thus delineated the 
i msoft:{ triking features in the characters and laws of this 
{euation, I will refume the narrative of my travels. 
_ Having prolonged my flay with this horde tot he [pace 
' of fix week, during this time I collected much ufeful 
| information as to my future route; particularly in what 
<)direCtion I might purfue it with the greateft fafety. 
On the 11th of July I took leave of the kraal, bend- 
(| tte my courte eattward, although m op spofition to the 
. advice of my friends the Caffr es: to reach Egypt was 
the object of my wifhes, and that line I hoped would 
lead me thither. The youd over which f travelled 
y this firfi day was tolerably good; but so kraal lay in 
wemiy way, nor did I meet a fingle human being. In 
. the evening I came to a chain of mountains covered 
| with wood, one of which Fafcended, and determined 
tS reft there for the’ night. The country round 
abounded with chamois- goats ; large flocks of them 
came quite clofe to me, attr ated by the fire at which 
T Tay: one of thefe I was fo lucky as to kill with the 
bott. end of my gtmn, and I made a good meal-on its 
Hefh. I found no fearcity of water in crofling the 
allies, being frequently obliged to wade through 
fitearns which reached as high as mv knees. 

‘I had paffed ‘ over a this ridge of mountains by 
noon the ‘next day, en I entered upon a beautiful 
pein, which extend es hose two German miles befere 
me; a ftream’ feven feet broad wound its courfe 
through it; the water, though rather brackifh, was 

}not unpleafant to drink: the “heat being very intertfe, 
J refted fome hours on its banks, and re fre ethed mylelf 


by bathing. I reached the further end of the plain to- 
wards evening, and at a httle diftance before m 
icovered fome “Hts Oe as ifaw it would not be pot- 


fible for me to reach them whilft the light continued, 


an 


5S 
determined to pafs the night whe re if then was; I 
accordingly firetched myfelf on thé egrafs, with my 


bundie for a1 pillow. 


1 had 
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had lain thus for about an hour, when I felt my] 
uddenly feized by the feet: my carabine was | 
oe between my lege, and I held the ftrap in my| 
hand to prevent its being taken without my knows | 
led lge; I therefore inftantly caught it up, and fired as | 
I lay. i then ftarted on my “feet, and beheld four | 
men, wl ho, alarmed by the report, had retreated to 
ome diftance.. They did not again venture to ap=| 
ach me, W hich percein ving, J addreffed them in the | 
ian. language, calling out, “¢ What would you! 
h me >—W hat brings ¥or 1 into our country | 
ne of them, “and whence do you come?” | 
replied by another. queftion: ‘ Are you J 
Yes,” anfwered they ; ‘* If you are kindly } 
then,” refumed I, “as vour countrymen, | 
aN efented you to be, “ may I-havea night's } 
lodging in your kraal,, and then have liberty. to. pra- 
ceed on my journey :” “ We muftknow who you are | 
before we p1 romife,” faid they, and were turning from | 
me: ** I am froma country to the weftward,’’ cried I, 
and am travelling to my native land.” * Well, follow | 
us,’’ returned they; ‘but you muff firft give us the} 
yokayudma,” (inftrument of death). I thea yielded. J 
up my carabine, and went along with them. ; 
They condudted me to the ‘door of a hut, within, | 
which lay an old man who appeared. to be fiele: this, J 
I concluded, was, their chief. Having firft fpoken to} 
him, they pointed out to me a butfalo’s fkin which | 
was depofited near the hut; on this If lay down, and | 
fell into a train of reflections of a rather painful | 
nature: the contents of my knapfack, I feared, | 
might tempt them to murder me, that they. might | 
pofiefs then: without oppofition. Notwithft anding | 
this gloomy profpeét, however, fleep at length over=)j 
came me, and my repofe continued uninterrupted rill | 
morning. 
Shortly after I awoke an old woman appeared, } 
bringing fome milk and millet to the fick man. 1) 
{poke to her in the Caffrarian language; fhe looked at | 
me earneftly, but made me no reply, and went her wae 
| 
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SEn about the {pace of. an. hour after, one of the men 
ct who had brought me thither the evening before, en- 
‘Wtered. I befought him to let me have a little milk $ 
he faid, I muft have patience, and after nae con- 
(@yerfed fome time with the od man, he alfo left us 
I then addrefied my felf to the fick chief, repeating my 
tequett ; but to all I faid, he only replied, by fhaking 
"Hhis head, know determined to ftay no longer in this 
“hut, and taking up my bundle,, I went to that next its: 
FA man ftood before the door of this, to. whom I ap- 
plc. begging with earneftnefs for fomething to ale 
and above all fer a little milk; be told me “his wife 
Pwould give it me; of her I next went in fearch, bas 
Meould not find her.. Having now no farther hopes of 
i fuccefs in obtaining food, I “took up my ftation oppo-. 
NW fite to the door of the ick man’s hyt, to await the re- 
turn of the man who had taken my carabine from me. 
1 enqnired after him of every one who pafled,. but, re- 


collected around. me, fome of whom feized hold of 
|! my bundie, which they wrefted from me.. I expoftu- 
‘Mated in the ftrongeft terms, but all in vain : finding 
force therefore neceflarys, t {prang towards the man 


however, I was obliged to relinquifh my hold, for I 
Iwas aff niled on all fides: : again I had recourfe to voci- 
Iferation and complaint, but this had no effeét but that 
of exciting laughter a none ft the fpectators. ees 
| apprehended my life to be in danger, and each mo- 
ill pent expected “the ftroke by W beh 3 it was to be ter- 
Ie | minated, when a man darted forward, who was armed 
lwith a alae with this he dealt wore his blows in the 
/ moft violent manner on my antagonifts and myfelf, 
without any diftinétion: at lenoth he flung me with 
\ifuch force into the hut, before w vhict k the combat had 
taken place, that I was ftunned, and for a fhort time 
iifideprived of my fenfes. On recovering, all my. 
. ae returned ; no food was offered me, and I be- 
lieved I wag doomed tn be murdered. The fick man 
feemed very angry, and talked a vaft deal in a lan- 
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ceived no an{wer from any. . By this time a Pea had, 


who held it, and twifted my hand in his hair. Soon, 


ree, 
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fland. “At length the oldj 
> feen, brought fome milk | 
et 


idian corn : t hefe { fhe dow n, and then left the} 


1 knew not for whom this fare was int tended, 
immediate! y feized and devoured it with eaver-| 


About noon, three of the four men who had been | 
my conductors to the kraal, entered the hut: amonga | 
thefe was he to whom I had furrendered my carabine, | 
I requefte d of him to return it me, that I might fet] 
out on my journey; I alfo related the manner in! 
which I had been robbed of my bundle. He made'j 
me no anfwer, but in ftantly went out: ina fhort| 
time he returned, accempanied by: the man who had | 
Handled me fo roughly, and by whom I had been} 
thrown into the hu A Tong Coun ePeation now en=| 
{ued between them, of which I underftood not a! 
word, being in a fi pis - which I was a ftranger 3} 
when it was conclude ‘d, they told me in the Caffta- 
rian language, that I fhould foon have all my property } 
refiored tome. Iwas then informed by fome of thofe | 
prefent, that the perfon by whom I, aswell as my ate | 
frilants, had neen fo foundly beaten, was the capara, } 
(d eputy chief), they added, that it was to him I owed i 
the prefervation of my fee for, that feeing the ‘7 1 

se -] was in, he ra haftened ta my ref{cue by fettling | 
(pute in ‘the only way it cot wld’ have been done 

They further aff ured me that there had been no ixten= § 
tion of really depriving me of my bundle; thofe who I 
took it from me bei ne only actuated by curiofity to 
fee what it contained. 

My deliverer now gave mea preffing invitation fo | 
remain with them, and told me he would go in fearch 
of the things wind h had been taken from me. He} 
accofdingly went, and early in the evening returned, | 
and condué ‘ed me to his own hut; here, on my com- 
plaining of hunger, forme broiled meat was given me || 
my car eR, id knapfack were returned me, the lat- 
ter of which he begg ‘ed me immediately to examines 
to fee if ai y thiag was miffing; on my doing fo, ane | 

tel ling 
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Bieling him all. the articles it contained were fafe, he 
paid, “«Y ery well; you are now. at liberty to zo where 
Hyou pleafe; but f you will ftay here, you are welcome 
Vto livein my hut. If you will go, and fhould direct 
ce your courfe to where the fun rifes you will find ia 
(your way five more kraals of our friendé, and fhould 
they with to examine your effed ts, you may fafely trutt 
)them—they will nots rob you of any of them. Whilit 
you remain here, {tay in my but; whi en, you choofe 
to go 1 will conduct yow on your way.’ 

The evening Wa5 {pent in feftive. am ufements: a 
number of men affembled before the daor of our ei 
and the chief Naam g taken his place in the: midft 
‘of them, hex x went into a fort of procethon to a field 
lin front. of th ebay. where a large fire had been 
lighted, round which they sea silk to their own finging. 
'This amufement continued thre hours; after which 
they iar Sted the chief back oe his hut, into which 
each perfon ftuck a green bough: they all then dif- 


red. This was a feftival which they celebrate at 
every full of the moon, when unobfcured by clouds : 
It is called Mikophikon, er God’s Day; but if the face 
Hof that orb be overcaft, dejection takes place throuol 
the whole kraal, believing they have incurred the ate 


Mere of the Deity by fome offence. The fame tu- 
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} 


| 


i 
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tion prevails among{t them as to the fun, thigh 
they alfo worfhip. If tha t luminary. rifes overf{pread 
with alauds, they conclnde that the en, then im- 
mediately t beneath hi im, has been guilty of fome creat 
Offence;~ and if at noon, when directly « over ‘thei 
Wheads, his beams reach them in unclouded anny 
S)they are happy in the idea that fome good 
i@ theirs have averted his wrath, and a feftival ta 
ii}) place. If, on the contrary, he ohn in {plendour 
Hii and becomes darkened when he reac! + idi 
H they grieve, and haften to bring all thofe to trial. who 

ofl have been guilty of any crimes againft tl 
i | | whilft the judge 15 fitting, the fun again fhines forth, 

» the fentence he pronounces is believe: d to be co pipopne 
iv) to the fixjcteft rule of juftice; but fhould a ftorm en 
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fue, which is not unfrequent in that climate, they 
deem his decifions erroneous, and the pardon of the 
perfons doomed to punifhment mutt be afked. 

During the courfe of the night, T- was feized with 
violent pains in my bowels, and unable to reft, I got 
up to go out of the hut, but in my paflage to the door, 
to my, great difmay, I tumbled over my hoft, wii 
bellowed out with furprize. Having afked his pardon, 
and told him the occafion of my thus difturbing him, 
he was fatisfied. He then darofe, made a fire, and 
brought me fome dried leaves, which he defired me to 
chew. After I had done fo, he led me out into thé 
a the medicine then began to operate, it caufed a 

iolent vomiting, and the pain fubfided. 

On the following morning I fet forward on my jour- 
ney, accompani ied. part of the w ay by my hoft, who 
pointed out the route it was beft for me to purfue; he 
gave me fome of the medicinal dried leaves to carry 
with me, and I afterwards found much benefit from 
them. My road lay through a wood, and till noon 
approached, was good and free from impediment: f 
plucked, on my way, feveral of the apples and yellow 
plums I have before mentioned. I now arrived at oné 
oh the branches of, the river Tumba, or Tambu, 

alled in the language of the country, mh-hy fia Here 
the fith were in fuch abundance, that I caught a great 
number with my hand; and, lighting a fire, I broiled 
them, and had a very pleafant repait. “Looking around 
me, to the left I perceived fome huts; but as at pre- 
fent I was not in want of either meat or drink, I took 
a a aitionent direction from that where they ftood, turn- 

g fomewhat to the north-eatt. 

ae evening came on, I faw at a fhort diftance be- 
fore me about t thirty huts: thither I bent my fteps, and 
meeting a young woman, I accofted her in the: Caf- 
frarian ‘Jangua: ge: fhe made me no anfwer, fo I gave 
her to underftand by figns that I was thirfty , in re- 
turn to-this, fhe pointed to the river from whence I 
had come. 1 then made her another fign, that 1 fhould 
be glad to find a hut where I could fleep; upon 
which 
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which fhe pointed to the ground on which we fteod. 
‘On her turning to go away, I attempted to accompany 
her, but fhe pufhed me back. I then waited till fhe 
chad got fome paces on, and followed her. When I 


| | had reached the neareft hut, I found about thirty men 


‘ranged before it, armed with clubs. I afked thein if 
they meant to kill me; they anfwered they would if I 
was a robber; f affured them I was not; and they then 
approached me, examined my carabine, and taking 
my knapfack from my back, fatisfied their curiofity as 
to what it contained. One of them now feized my 
hatchet, another my gun, and they all left me. “£ 
picked up the reft of my things which they had feat- 
tered about, and going to the next hut, enquired for 
the cauyatu. Initead of the redrefs I looked for, I 
received two violent blows from a young man armed 
with a club, who darted out upon me, and fent me 
away. I proceeded to another hut, where I was treated 
juft in the fame manner. As night was now faft ap- 
proaching, I was obliged to go in fearch of fome place 
to lay my head, and quitting this inhofpitable abode, I 
went and firetched myfelf on the grafs beyond the li- 
mits of the kraal. As I found it impoffible to fleep, I 
employed myfelf in forming {chemes for the recovery 
of my gun and hatchet. 

. Juft as day began to dawn, three men came out of 

the kraal. Suppofing they were in fearch of me, I 

arofe, and, advancing towards them with the utmoft . 
appearance of refpect, entreated I might have my gun 

and hatchet, as I waited only for thofe to purfue my 

journey. In return to my requeft, they demanded 

whence I came, and whither I was going, To thefe 

queftions I returned my ufual anfwers, and they then 

went back to the kraal, whilft I threw myfelf down 


again on the grafs, in much anxiety for the event. 


After waiting for fome time, finding they did not 
teturn, J fummoned courage and went myfelf into the 
kraal, in fearch of the things thus detained from me. 
At its entrance I met the three men who had been with 
me; they held up their clubs in a threatening manner 
| on 
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on feeing me; but, determined-not:to appear intin § 
dated, Idrew my cu tlafs; and threatened. in my turk 
I then advanced towards ay huts, whilft tl 1€y -retreat| 
befure me; calling out » however, bohaiclage toklanae 
(Gif you enter our tH wea we will put you to” death) ; | 
without m mindit ng them, I fill. advanced with {piri ty 

On confideration, 1 thought my meft prudest me 
jure would be to apply to the chief, and feeing ah 
decorated with green boughs, this ] knew muft be } 
refidence; I according gly ran‘ towards it with all ny 
{peed, for a number of armed men were now purtuir 
me, whofe, aflault 1 thought it rather dangerous | 
await, Even children were following and hooting 
me. 

On my approach to the-hut, the chief fallied ont<} 
it with a yreat club in his hand, and came up to mp 
I implor ed his protection againft his people, who fougl | 
my life becaufe I demanded my property, of which . 
had been robbed b y fome.of them the precedi nig ever} 
ing; and likewife ‘be goed his aiifince | in recoverin 
that property. He lieied to mé.with attention, an 
ie 1 me toa i pace in front of his hut, where h 

e to fit down on the erafg. He then atke 

7 ue {ti ions Ww hich had been fo often befor 

hence I came, and whither I was going 

t he, demanded; and particularly in 
ah him &. had already padled 
amongit his men, from w ho om J 
it! indeft reception ; nor 

treatment from any. of- his natio} 


have com 


Ths, "Gaecn proc 
returned. he; .“ here: al 
your effects fhall b € reftored tt|| 
my return here, J wil mytelf go and fetel | 
ue then turned to thofe prefent, ‘fpoke a few 


returned, bringing the hatchet, with thé 
{tock 
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‘ftock and barrel of my carabine s which laft, however, 
had already been broken-to pieces, in order to convert 
into haflagays. I was very glad to’ recover my hatchet, 
but expreffed much difcontent at. finding my gun in 
fuch a ftate;. as it could now be of no further ufe to 
me from thé barrel being broken. On_ hearing this, 
he fent for the man who had taken it from me, fpoke 
to him about it, and would have ftruck him with his 
club, had I not fprung from the'ground where I fat, 
flung my arms rourai the neck of the chief, and con- 
jured him not'to punifh the poor man. This appeafed 
him ; he laid down his ‘club, and: the culprit was par- 
doned. 

I acted with this degree of duplicity in order to con- 
ciliate the kind opinion of the inhabitants, as I was 
not without my fears that I fhould’ have been way-laid 
by fome of. them when I fet out om my journey. I got 
fome plums and milk, and left this *moft deteftable 
kraal; the chief.accompanying me to: peiet out to me 
the right road. 

Betore evening I reached: another part of the Tambu : 
feveral kraals were now within my. view, both to ‘the 
right and left; yet, though my ftock of tent was 
not the moft plentifal, confitting of but a fmall quan- 
tity of meat, with a few phims, ol preferred remaining 
where I was all niptic, to running ‘the rifk of v sata 
them. I empl oy éedimytelf here for fome time in fell 
a'tree to ferve me asta raft for crofling to the 0; spotiet 
fide, and then laid myfelf down to fleep. 

Tn the morning divceffeéted my paflage, and. then ‘en: 
deavoured to procure fome fifh trem the river; butthe 
water was too .deep: for, mesto) catch; them with my 
hand, and (had. notadine...T picked. up afew m nf 
cles, which -1 roafted:in the fire, and found very pleas 
fant food, J next. camei'to!.a plain, which I croffed, 

rather than a chain of mountains which lay to the eaft- 
ward sibecaufe, fcattered over thefe eminc: anes were 
feveral clufiers "of huts, swhichl now wifhéd to avoid. 
The foil of this plain was in fome parts a. barren fand, 
tn others overgrown with ruthes. «Ti one part my patt 
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lay through a fort of meadow, here I foynd funk in a 
fand-hill an oftrich-neft, in- which were feven eggs ; of 
thefe I poffeffed myfelf with no {mall degree of plea- 
fure: and. though I had not this day travelled more 
than two German miles, “I {topped here witha deter- 
mination to pafs the night, that I might feaft.on fome 


of my eggs; whilft gathering tvood to drefs them, I - 


alfo found fome fine apples,.and thus furnifhed myfelf 
with fubfiftence for two days to come. 

In the courfe of the night I wrs much annoyed by 
wolves, tigers, and elephants’; but what. alarmed. me 
much more was the cry of apack of wild dogs, who 
were in-chace of a herd of buffaloes not many paces 
diftant from me.. That they might not perceive-me, I 
lay as clofe to the fire as I could bear the beat; and 
from time to time ftirred it up, that the {parks might 
{pread wide arounds. I did not venture to fleep.during 
the whole night ; however, they did net approach me. 
{ flept a few hours towards morning, and then arofe 
and proceeded on my way. 

After about two hours travelling, I came to another 
arm of the Tumba, anda little to the north-eaft again 
faw the river itfelf. Numbers of huts were feattered over 
its banks in every direction; thefe I had no means.of 
avoiding, and therefore purfued the path 1 was then 
in, which by five o’clock in the afternoon brought me 
to the river. It had been fwoln and rifen to fuch a 
height as to overflow its banks, and lay the country to 
fome diftance under water. Sudden inundations of 
this kind are not unufual here, from the heavy falls of 
vain which commonly accompany  thunder-ftorms : 
rivers, to all appearance nearly dried up, will fometimes, _ 
inthe {pace of a few hours, become fo full as not to be 
#eftrained within the limits of their banks. 

f now came to fome of thofe buts neareft the river’s 
drink, where I found a part of the inhabitants bufied 
in fifhing, I afked permiflion to fpend that night in 
their: kraal, upon which. they looked at each other 
without returning me any anfwer. I then took off my 
knapfack, which had become rather burdenfome to 
me, 
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me, and placed it on the ground ; after which T offered 
them ‘my fervices to afift them in their fifhing, to 
which they did not object. When this employment 
was'over, they all went into their huts except one man, 
who addrefled fome words to ‘me in a language which 
I did not underftand: he feemed quite angry at this, 
and immediately hurried after his companions. I fol- 
lowed, and fpoke in the Caffrarian language to feveral 
of them, but received no anfwer. 1 next tried to 
make my wants known to them by figns and geftures ; 
this fucceeded better, and on afking for fome milk, I 
obtained a pot full: in. return for this I offered the 
man who brought it me, an oftrich-egg, which he at 
firft declined accepting, but on my fill holding it out 
to him, he at length took it. 
Leaving the hut, Inow went and feated myfelf on 
a fand-bank near it; here I was foon furrounded by a 
crowd of the natives, who, however, did’ not attempt 
to moleft me. |I ‘was vexed that by our not wnder+ 
{tanding each other 1 was prevented converfing with 
them, as in that cafe they would I am fure have 
treated me with {till greater kindnefs. 1 expreffed by 
figns, however, that 1 fhould be glad to be allowed te 
take a little repofe on the fpot where I then fat, and 
for this purpoie, placing my bundle under my head, | 
ftretched myfelf on the ground: on {écine this, feverat 
girls flew, forme for mats to fpread under me, ‘whillt 
others brought me {heep-fkins for a covering. Per- 
ceiving how very amicably. they were difpoted towards 
me, I ventured to feize one of the girls, pulling her 
down on the mat to me: fhe {creamed at firft with 
alarm: but feeins thofé around us laughing at her, fhe 
became quiet. Ifoon let her go, however, but the 
company pufhing her back, fhe returned to her fitue- 
tion befide me, which fhe did not quit till towards 
evening, when fhe ran to join her companions. Fav- 
ing been kept waking for feveral fucceflive nights pait, 
“+ {Son fank into a profound fleep, although the calls 
of hunger were almoft equally prefing. ; 
F 2 
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Early on the fucceeding morning I was awoke by 
the fame girl, who brought me fome milk, with a 
broiled fifh. My breakfaft. over, fhe beckoned to me 
to follow her; I did fo without hefitation, and fhe led 
the way to a hut where anumber of people were af- 
fembled : they all immediately gathered round me, and 
milk, more than I could poflibly ufe, was prefented 
me from all quarters. A young man then addreffed 
me by figns, inviting me to ftay with them till the 
predioaae of the river had fubfided; this I promifed 
to do with pleafure and _ gratitude. The gitl_who had 
been fo attentive to me, now caught up my bundle 
and. conveyed it to the hut in which fhe herfelf.re- 
fided; feeing there was a fire in it, [ followed her, that 
I might roaft one of my oftrich-eggs. Whilftthus em- 
ploy ed, her mother came in, and gave me fome milk 
warm from the cows which the had been juft milking, 
and feemed to look on me with much kindnefs. This 
woman was a widow, and their laws permit fuch to 
entertain ftrangers.. The hofpitable reception I met 
with amongtft thefe people I own was very unexpected, 
and furprifed me much, as they were a branch of 
the fame horde by whom I had been fo inhumanly 
treated. 

I fithed and hunted with them; affifted in cutting up 
the carcafes of thofe animals which we killed in the 
chafe; and in many other little offices. I hkewife 
made them fifhing-nets of a better conftruction than 
thofe they before ufed *. By thefe and fimilar means 
I acquired a high degree of favour amongft them. In 
the mean time [made daily enquiries whether the river 
could be paffed with fafety ; and was told, that even 
though it were, the travelling on the oppofite fide would 
be extremely hazardous, as’ the country was inhabited 
by a fierce and favage people, rendered {till more fo 
from the poverty in which they lived, owing to the 

fterility 


* Theirs are made of fheep-fkin thongs woven like mats, of 
an oblong form, being from fix to nine feet long by three broads 
and yery clumfily put together. 
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fterility of the foil. I could not however avoid them 


without taking a very circuitous route ; and, as the 
fhorteft was to me the moft'defirable, I determined 
to run the rifk : accordingly, after a ftay of nine days, 
with the afiftance of my kind friends, I paffed the 
river; after which I directed my courfe northward, as 
that I was told would bring me to fome hordes of the 
fame nation with that I had juft left, from whom mott 

probably I fhould experience fimilar good-treatment. 
I was accompanied by my friendly girl and three 
men to the bottom of a mountain at fome diftance, 
where they took a moft affectionate leave of me. Hav- 
ing afcended this fteep, I beheld the fea afar off, with 
a vait chain. of mountains immediately before me, 
over which were feattered in ditferent fituations a 
number of huts. On defcending into a narrow val- 
ley, fix huts prefented themfelves to my view on the 
right, of a more lofty kind than ufual; towards thefe 
1 bent my fteps. On reaching the firft, and looking 
around me, I could not perceive a human inhabitant. 
I called aloud, and received fome anfwer, but it was- 
totally unintelligible to me. I fummoned  refolution 
at length to fearch into this myfterious fingularity, and 
going to the door of the hut, I heard a man’s voice 
utter ome inarticulate words mingled with groans. I 
afked who was there, and again all was filence ; butas 
TI turned to go away, a man came crawling towards 
me on his hands and feet, but his form and afpeéct fo 
hideous as infpired me. with affright: he was covered 
over with the finall-pox, of a‘Kind much more malig- 
nant than I had ever feen in Europe *; and the red 
and white fpots caufed by the puftules formed a moft 
‘extraordinary contraft with the blacknefs of his fkin. 
Pity foon took place of the difguft with which 1 had 
been ftruck on his firft appearance; I gave the mifer- 
able being an oftrich egg, and then left him, and went 
to feek more healthy habitations. Thefe fix detached 
- huts 


* Moft probably this was fome eruptive diforder peculiar to 
that part of Africa, and not the real European {mall-pox. 
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huts are appropriated folely to the ue, of the fick; 
but merely through fear of infection. in this. diforder, 
thofe in health willnot pay them the neceflary attend- 
ance; the fmall-pox. is held in fuch dread and. abhor- 
rence by this people, that whoever has the misfortune 
to be attacked by it, is fent away from the kraal, and 
obliged to live in thefe remote huts, unvifited and un- 
noticed. Should they not before hand bave laid ina 
fuficient flock of provifions for fupport during this 
banifiment, and are too weak to go in queft of food, 
they are left to perif in mifery. .1 made the beft of 
my way from this fcene of difeafe and death, left I 


4 


thould be feen come from thence by a kraal at fome 
diftance whither I meant to go, and fhould moft pro- 
bably have’ been refuled admittance, or otherwife ill- 
treated, only becaufe I had vifited the abode of the 
fick. 

As | approached the. kraal, in which, were about 
feventy huts, fuch a crowd of the inhabitants collected 
around me, as prevented my advancing, _ At length 
the chief, a handfome young man, came forward and 
accolie: led me into the kraal; and opening an 

mpty hut, [entered at. On my addrefling him, I 
was rejoiced to find ‘that be underftood at leaft fome 
part ot what L {aid to him in the Caffrarian language. 
L then told hin whence. I came and whither 1 was 
coing, He liftened attentively ; but from the looks 
which at intervals he caft at my bundle, I thought he 
feemed to with I fhould prefent him with fomething 
from it, 1 took out three Dutch fchillings which I had 
in, my pocket, and gave him; he fhewed great joy 
at receiving them; eyed them frequently with fingular 
fatisfaG@tion; and feemed in return ready to render me 
any fervice in his power. I requefted to have fome 
milk; he went out, and foon ‘after a young woman 
brought me both that and fome cakes. When this 
was feen, his example was followed by others, and f 
chad offers of milk from feveral. As night drew on, J 
began to prepare myfelf a bed in the hut to which I 
had been conducted, but was prevented proceeding, 

. and 


cD 
? 


Dadi 


Inrerzon of AFRica. 103 


and informed that its-laft inhabitant, had been feized 
with the fmall-pox whilft in it. 1 then lay down on 
the outfide of the hut, and’ was fupplied with fkins 
for covering by many of thofe prefent. 

On the following morning, a head-ache which I felt 
on waking, attended witha fhivering and other fymp- 
toms, indicated a high degree of fever. I lay {till to 
promote perfpiration ; and great numbers of the inha- 
bitants came flocking around my bed :. feveral of thefe 
feeming to be perfuaded that | had caught the fmall- 
pox, 1 fhewed them fome marks of that diforder both 
upon my face and body which J ftill retained. To the 
chief, who underftood me, I accounted for my pre~ 
fent indifpofition, from my having the preceding day 
eaten fome plums and drank milk immediately after, 
1 had now recourfe to the dried leaves which I had 
fome time before received from my hoft, a mempa at 
one of the kraals, and from which I had received fo 
much benefit. I reduced a, certain quantity of them 
to powder, and having {wallowed them, they pro- 
duced fuch powerful evacuations that the fever left 
me; the next day 1 was perfectly recovered. I think 
1 fhould have been invited to prolong my ftay with 
thefe people but for one circumitance ; {everal amongtt 
them looked upon my diforder, as they do every thing 
of the feverifh kind, to be contagious, and were there- 
fore anxious for my departure. I. left them confe- 
quently, having been prefented with a good quantity 
of buffalo’s flefh. In feveral of the fields belonging 
to this kraal grew both millet and Indian corn. 

My path this day lay through a charming valley five 
German miles in length, Gituated beneath the chain of 
Mountains of which... have. before .ipoken. . It 
abounded with various kinds of fruit-trees, but the ine 
tenfe heat had taken away my appetite, I did not 
therefore tafte any of them. After fun-fet I lighted a 
fire on the brink of a ftream which winds through this 
valley: I thought it a pleafant fpot, and determined 
to pafs the night here; but it was fo infefted with 
fnakes, that I never attempted to clofe my eyes in 

FA fleep 3 
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fleep: near a hundred of all. fizes were. crawling 
around me attracted by my fire. Towards morning T 
law’ at ‘leait’-an équal number of baboons, moft of 
them fitting on the trees all about, from whence 1 
could not diflodge them; nor did they feem at’ all 

ifraid of me, though ] hallooed and thing ftones at 
rh iem: thofe on the eptoune had even the audacity to 
approach and ftare me in the face; many of them 
were three ee and a half in Bae I was obliged 
to ftay till thefe animals had difperfed before I fet out 
on my journey, which kept me there later in the 
morning than I intended, From this valley I entered 
a beautiful plain, on which ftood fome huts, though 
But thinly fceattered. Not far from hence is fituate ed 
the boundaries which divide the Yamatian nation from 
that of the Mahotians, about half a day’s journey 

rom-‘the river Makainbo. ~ A kraal, containing about 
forty huts, now appeared in view ; to this 1 went, and 


very ki ndly received: the inhabitants om my’ en-° 


. 


france allen bled and danced round me; prefenting 
me with milk, and-millet-cakes, and flewed every ap- 
pearance of good-will towards me. It was late in the 
night before my entertainers wonld leave me.. I was 
then conducted to a {pace near the hut of the chief, 
where a bed was {pread for me, and fkins for coverings 
brought. 

On’ awaking next morning, I found myfelf fur- 
rounded | Dy a crowd of the natives, and was foon fup- 
plied with a plentiful breakfaft. 1 wifhed to make 
jome return for their hofpitality, but my money being 
fewed up in my waiftcoat, I thought it not fo prudent 
to tempt their avarice by expofing it to view. I 
found my fituation fo comfortable that I-determined to 
{tay here {ome days, that I might obtain as much in- 
férmation as I could refpetting the neighbouring na-. 
tions, of whofe cruelty and rapacity | had heard fo 
much; and I learned in the courfe of my enquiries, 
that, although they did fubfift by plunder, yet to the 
{trangers who vifited their territory they never broke 
througn 
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_ through the rites of hofpitality by offering them any 


injury. 

An old man who had been officioufly attentive to 
me, feemed above all:to admire my drefs, and fhewed 
a ereat inclination to try.on my breeches: thofe I, 
wore not being quite free from vermin, I took a clean 
pair, made of linen, from my bundle, which he was 
vaftly gratified on receiving, and drew them on with 
much pleafure. His daughter, a handfome girl, about) 
fifteen, had prefented me with fome milk ; and to her 
I gave one of my fhirts, putting it on her myfelf; at 
which. all’ prefent appeared highly delighted, and 
treated me with even increafed kindnefs. Whilit 
here, I made myfelf an apron of two fheep- fkins, 
which reached entirely round my. body, greafing it 
with the fat extraéted from the tail of the fheep, to 
prevent vermin from harbouring in it: this piece of 
drefs I found in future very. ferviceable. Here tool 
exercifed myfelf in throwing the javelin, afiifted by 
the inftruGtions of the old man I have mentioned. I 


attended their hunting parties, and took pains to ac- 


quire as much of the language as I could. 

During my ftay the inhabitants made a kindof 
wine, preffed from a fruit which they eall gagahogaha* y 
very pleafant to the tafte, fo much fo that I rather ‘ex- 
ceeded in drinking it, which produced a degree of in- 
toxication; I was. all gaiety, and fung aloud. This 
brought moft of the girls of the kraal, who thronged 
about me: and when they perceived my fituation, 
each was eager to ply me with the fame mirth-in- 
fpiring juice, which they brought me in gourd {kins, 
and of which I quaffed repeatedly : this completed my 
inebriation; 1 caught feveral of the girls in turns, 
‘kiffed them, fkipped about, and played a thoufand 
gambols, ‘This unreferved freedom was exactly funited 
to their taftes, and 1 became thenceforward a general 
favourite amongft them: I had a conflant and ample 
fupply of provifions, and each feemed to look up to 


* A fort of plum, as large as a hen’s egg. 
ES me 
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me with refpe&: if I appeared melancholy, dejec- 
tion would f{pread through the whole circle: if 1 was 
gay, all was cheerfulnefs and hilarity. 

It may not here be improper to give fome account 
of the origin of the Yamatians, and to fet their cuf- 
toms, manners, and national charaéter in a true point 
of view. They, and fome of the neighbouring na- 
tions, have been reprefented as favageand ferocious in 
the extreme ; I reality very little is ‘known of them in 
durope 3 nor is it fair to judge a whole body of people 
by the conduct of a few individuals. 

The Yamatians, affifted by fume of their neigh- 
bours, became mafters of the kingdom of Angola by 
conqueit, having wrefted it from the South Caffres. 
The date of this event is loft in obfcurity ; by their 
ew account it happened aurorcup, three hundred 
years fince: however, as their years confift of but 
ten lunar months, this falls far fort of the fame period 
with us. Others fay this conqueft was: gained up- 
wards of four hundred years ago, but without af- 
certaining» this affertion by any proof. The moft 
probable conjecture is, that this invafion of. the 
Yamatians took place about the time that the Por- 
tugueze firft landed in Africa, where they atteratee 
to propaga ate the Chriftian faith by fire and fword. 

The languaye of this people is an intermixture of 
their own original « lialeé&t with that of the South 
Caffres ; feveral of whofe cuftoms they have alfo 
adopted. The following are the moft effential points 
in which they differ: in this nation the. chief -of the 
horde poffefles a power almoft unlinuted; he-enacts 
laws, and decrees punifhments. Like the Caifres, 
however, the trial and execution of delinquents 1 is alt 
ways fixed for thofe days when the fun is obfcured by 
élouds. In war their chief has the nominal coms 
mand ; but as there is very little cither of difcipline or 
fubor< disdiian among tft them, each aéts pretty much 
Maes Nes to the di@tates of his’ own judgment ; forty 
or fifty fometimes form themfelves into a body, and 
ruth ibe oufly on the enemy ; if their leader hap- 
pea 
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pen to be killed or,.difabled. by wounds, .they then 
confer the command. om the next. man in whole abir 
lities they have the greateft confidence... 

The population of this nation may be eftimated at 
about the number of thirty thoufand. fouls. The 
chief’ employment of the men js hunting; that of the 
women, the management of houfhold concerns, and 
the care of the cattle, Fathers initruét their fons, and 
mothers. their, daughters in domeftic duties. and. the 
common bufinefs of life: their knowledge in religious 
inftitutions, and precepts, of .morality are inftilled 
by the grandfathers and grandmothers, Circumci- 
fion is unknown amongft them. > 

Although: the marriage ceremony may have taken 
place, a young man cannot obtain his bride till he 
make himfelf worthy of her by {ome proof of valour, 
fuch as killing a favage, beaft, or any fimilar act of 
prowefs ; be then may take not. only his.aflianced wife, 
but two, three, or more if he, choofe it, Adultery is 
punifhed with death; on the woman’s fide it is never 
pardoned: yet their females are treated with much 
more confideration and refpect than amongft many 
other of the African nations: particularly wives, if 
their firft child chance to be a boy. Divorces are fel- 
dom hed recourfe. to: if a woman bring no children, 
the. hufband makes his complaint either to his own 
erandfather and grandmother, or to thofe of his wife; 
thefe mention it to the chief of the horde, who ge- 
nerally decrees that fhe  fhall live fome time with 
another partner; if fhe then have any family, the 
former hufband muft acknowledge the injuftice he has 
done her in prefence of the whole community, afk her 
pardon, and implore the gods to avert from him the 
punifhment: he deferves, for his fault. . Fhe women do 
not fuffer much in child-birth; as foon asthey are taken 

ill, they are removed to one of the. huts.appointed. for 
the -purpofe, where they are attended, during their con- 
finement,. by their female relations: no man, not even 
their hufhands, being admitted,to fee them. In four 
days the woman is generally well enough recovered to 
FO re\urR 
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return home, where her hufband, if the child be a 
boy, has already prepared a feaft for the “occafion ; 
but if a girl, the entertainment is yiven by the woman 
to her female friends exclufively, not’ any of ‘the:men 
being allowed to be prefent. | 

The Yamatians-have been defcribed as an indolent 
people, in common with fome’ other nations of Afri- 
ea; but allowance ought to’ be made for’ the» intenfe 
heat of their climate, which is fo oppreffive as-to‘ex- 
hauft their ftrenoth; were ‘even the moft robuftiof 
our Européan labourers to /be’tranfplanted thither, I 
am confident they would ‘be equally unable‘to toil 
beneath their burning funs.’ ‘Add to this, that moft.of 
thefe tribes ‘are totally unprovided with thofe imple- 
ments which in other countries make hufbandry-fo 
much more eafy; they know nothing of fpades, rakes, 
er other tools, fo well fitted ‘for their various purpofes ; 
nor, indeed, would they in all inftances’ anfwer the 
end, as the ground is often fo parched and hard that 
they find it neceffary to break it with'axes: the fmall 
quantity of millet and Indian corn which they do cul- 
“ tivate, cofts them an incredible deal of time, and very 
‘fevere labour. T have myfelf'feen two ftrong; active 
men employed an ‘entire day-in digging up a piece of 
ground not more than fix feet fquare. ‘As foon as the 
feed is committed to the earth, they cover it over with 
2 layer of fand, two inches in depth,’ to prevent’ the 
moifture ‘from being too quickly dried up, or the 
ground from cracking, as it is apt to do if expofed ta 
exceflive heat immediately after ram.: Their foil is fo 
much better adapted to the breeding of cattle; and 
hunting and fifhing is fo much more productive of the 
means of fubfiftence than agrieulture could be to 
them, that it is not to-be wondered 'at that. they prefer 
thofe lefs toilfome occupations.’ * 

That the Yamatians are too much’ addiéted to theft 
cannot be denied; but they’ never? add. murder to 
plunder; ‘nor do they eat’ human flefh, even that: of 
their enemies fain in battle; although they-have been 

Sat Gas painted 
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painted by fome European travellers* as the moft vo- 
‘racious cannibals: I never, at leaft during my refi- 
dence amongft them, faw an inftance of. it.) The 
ftranger who vifits ‘them, and underftands their lan- 
guage, has nothing to fear, particularly if poorly 
‘loathed, and not abounding in fuch articles as may 
fémpf their avarice, or rather their tafte for novelty 3 
for if he demands any thing of which he has been 
deprived, they are’ fure to make him a:compenfation 
by giving fomething of their own in return. . 

_“’Phey bury their dead at a dittance from the kraals, 
and a fire is kept burning over the grave, by the rela- 
tives of the deceafed, for three days after the inter~ 
‘ment, left wild beafts fhould be attracted by the {cent 
‘to root up the body. Indeed there are but few in- 
ftances of deaths in the interior of the kraal ; the fick 
Jare generally fent off as foon as feized to more diftant 
Jhuts, as all diforders amongt them are looked upon 
as contagious, and they hold it a duty incumbent 
upon them, that thofe in health fhould ufe every pre= 


caution to efcape them. 


MN # As Kolbe, Sparrmann, Patterfon, and others. 
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The author leaves the territory. of the. Yamatians, and ens| 
ters that of the Maketians.—~Js at firft. treated with | 
roughne/s, but much favoured by the women upon every | 
occafton.—= He is fheiva the bodies, of five murdered Eu | 
ropeans.——Meeting with cruel treatment from the fon-ins| 
law of thé cece he refolves to fly. —Effects his efcape, | 


and arrives at another Mahetian kraal, from whenee| 


he is allowed to depart wai ihout <molefaticn. — Reaches | 

7 f 
the river Makumbo, which had overflowed its banks, and | 
anters a vated belonging to the Kamtarians.—Some ace | 
count of that nation, their character, cuftoms, mater | 
languages Fe. 


+ length, after a ftay of three weeks, I thought it 
high time to refume my journey 3 accordingly q| 
took leav e, not only of this kraal, but of the nation | 
to which it belonged. I now turned my face northward | 
rather than towards the eaft, as the line which would 
lead me more ee to the Makumbo river, I croffed | 
a beautifui plain, three German miles long, and half | 
a one broad. Early in the evening I reached the | 
river, and having prepared a raft, 1 crofied to the op- | 
pofite fide, where I determined to pafs the nighf. | 
Having lighted a fire, I got rid of the vermin which | 
had for fome time incommoded me fo much, by | 
‘burning all the clothes I had on, except the waiftcoat } 
into which I had fewed my money. Several roe= | 
bucks were attrated by my fire, and I had the good | 
luck to kill one with my hatchet, and feafted on the 
flefh. 
In the morning, urfuing my route, Tafcended oné | 
of the mountains which forms the chain that feparates. | 
4 the 
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he Yamatian and Mahotian territories ; of which, by 
aoon, I had reached the higheft ridge. In the even- 
ing I left thefe in my rear, and came to a fandy plain, 
where; lying down for the night, I covered myfelf to 
the neck in fand, and flept till morning, free from all 
annoyance. 
| Thad not gone far the enfuing day, when, for the 
, firft time, 1 faw a party of Mahotians; thefe were 
‘fix men who were hunting. They would have pafled 
Yon without perceiving me, had I not called to them ; 
on hearing me they flopped; I then advanced, and 
addrefling, them in the Caffrarian language, atked 
whether they had been fuccefsful in hunting? “ Yes,” 
“they anfwered, ‘ for we have caught a curious wild 
Vanimal;” meaning myfelf. I drew no good omen 
from this, nor from their looks, whieh were rude and 
)favage in the extreme. ‘They now compelled me, to 
fake up a huge roe-buck which they had killed, arigt 
‘carry it along with them. Oppreffed, by my burden 
my firength failed me, and I feveral times funk, ‘near 
fainting, to the earth; but by reiterated blows I was 
' forced to go on, tottering beneath my load, above two 
» leagues, through brambles and high tangled rufhes ; 
to the great amufement of my conductors, who laugh- 
‘ed heartily at the tones of diftrefs, with which 1 be- 
fought their pity. 
¥| We did not reach the kraal till,evenings it was 
_ftuated on a flat, watered by a branch of the river 
“Biakumbo; and contained about forty .miferable look- 
ing huts. Our approach was proclaimed by a vocife- 
ration from my companions; and immediately we 
were fursounded by moft of the inhabitants, eager to 
fee the furprifing animal which the falutation of their 
‘| countrymen had taught them to expect. When I had 
laid down the roe-buck, my bundle became the next 
obje& of their curiofity, and was completely ran- 
facked ; they even pulled off the fkin with which [f 
was coathed, exhibiting me as an uncommon fpecta- 
cle te the gazing multitude. Several of the women, 
young and old, obferved to each other that I waar 
lands 
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handfome, and pleaded that my fheep-fkin might be 
reftored to me; but my tormentors refufed, faying I 
looked much better without it. 

1 had now fome milk given me; and at night was 
conduéted to a hut, to the remoteft corner of which I 
was confined, left I fhould attempt to make my efcape; 
and one {kin only was brought me for a bed and covering. 
Thus wretchedly accommodated, my mind was filled 
with the moft gloomy reflections, for 1 anticipated all 
that was favage in. the treatment I fhould meet with 
here ;‘but patience and refignation to my fate was now 
the only alternative that was left me. On my com- 
plaining of thirft, and requefting I might have fome- 
thing to drink, fome milk and millet cakes were 
brought me. 

Being recruited by thy night’s fleep, on the follow- 
ing morning I found my {pirit and ftrength revive 5 
and I formed the refolution, ‘fhould I. meet with a re- 
petition of the treatment of the preceding day, to re- 
fift to the laft extremity, even fhould death await me. 
When every one had left the hut I arofe; and as my 
apron had not been left for me to put on, I wrapped 
the {kin on which I had lain around my. body, and 
was then fallying forth, when at the door I met the 
miftrefs of the hut.' I accofted her, defiring to have 
the things which had been taken from me reftored ; 
fhe could not anfwer in my language, but figned to 
me that I muft return to my confinement, or I fhould 
be beaten by her hufband. I repeated my requeft 
however, when fhe again anfwered me by figas that 
my property was all in, that hut, but that fhe dared 
not take upon her to give it up to me. She then 
gave me fome milk and millet, whieh hunger made 
me {wallow with the keeneft appetite. My _repatt 
ended, and feeing the yoe-buck ftill whole which I 
had brought, I began to employ myfelf in fkinning 
and cutting it up, as I had feen carcafes done in Eu- 
TOUES i 
Whilft Iwas thus engaged, my .hoft came up, and 
feemed much pleafed at what I was doing: he at~ 

i tempted 
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tempted however to take off the fkin in’ which I 
had drefled myfelf, but:I would not refign it. This 
refiftance furprifed and rather ftartled him; he did not 
fee much diffatisfied, but went into the hut how- 
ever, from whence he returned with his club, which 
he held up as if menacing me: but Iwas not intimi- 
dated, and in return pointed the knife * which I was 
ufing towards him. ‘This was a piece of imprudence 
of which my life might have been the forfeit, for the 
{pectators laughing aloud to fee him thus foiled, fo 
enraged him that: he rufhed towards me with the intent 
of knocking me down}; I eluded the blow, and fly- 
ing upon him, wrenched the club from his hands,and 
immediately levelled aftroke at hin; but at the inftant 
it was about to defcend, I found myfelf feized by fe- 
veral perfons, who pulled me away.; my. antagonitt 


_purfued us, calling aloud. for vengeance, and ftill at- 


tempting to ftrike at me. cl 

I. was now taken to another hut, where was an old 
man, whom I f{uppofed to be their chief. He exa+ 
mined me with {crutinizing .curiofity; then, turning 
to my adverfary, {poke to him for fome time with a 
degree of vehemence, but I could only underftand a 
few words of what he faid.. When matters appeared 
to be fettled between them, the old man advanced to 


lead me into the hut; but I begged of him firft to 


give orders for my property to be reftored me, and, 
above all, my hatchet. He did not underftand me, 
but the other explained to him what 1 had. faid, and 
a boy was difpatched, who foon returned with them. 
I then entered the hut, glad to fereen myfelf, not only 
from the heat, which was become intenfe, but from 
the crowd without. A converfation was ftill carried 
on, of which I was the fubjeét; by what I could ga- 
ther from it, I found they wifhed for a child of my 
complection; and it was refolved I fhould be detained 
till IL would have one. In the eveaing the young wo- 

mea 


* Thefe knives are a foot long, the blades two inches in 
breadth ; and are fomethiag like thofe ufed by thoe-makers in 
Germany. 
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men afflembled in a fpace on the outfide of the kraal, 
where they amufed themfelves. with dancing; I was 
conduéted thither, and the old man encouraged me 
by figns to join them; but I was too hungry to par- | 
take of their feflivity, therefore did not flir: again hein- | 
vited me, and brought a very pretty- girl to prefentme.as | 
a. partner; I took her hand, but {till declined dancing, 
She looked at me as if to invite me to join the jocund 
circle; but I informed her by figns, that I could not. | 
till I had fomething to eat; upon this fhe flew to the 
old:man, who inftantly gave orders, and a good quan> 
tity of roafted meat, with fome- millet-cakes, were 
brought me. 

When I had finifhed my repaft, I farted up with 
alacrity, feized. my partuer’s hand, and haftened to 
join the dancers.. Within about half an hour after- 
wards the old man retired to his hut; I followed hima 
thither, accompanied by my partner, who ftaid all 
hight. Early in the morning I was preparing to - fet 
out fecretly, but my female companion perceiving my : 
intention, prevented_me, by informing my old hoft + 
upon this he would have beaten me; but the girl in- 
terceded for me, and I was forgiven, but allowed no 
breakfaft; and, as a further punifhment, was fet to 
earry wood for the ufe of the hut. Whilft thus em 
ployed, 1 made a fecond attempt for my efcape, and 
happily.effected it. . Having breught fome loads of 
wood, I returned as if for another, but took the op- 
portunity, unperceived, of flying in another direction, 
and foon reached a mountain, which offered me an 
afylum where I might be feeure from purfuit. Al- 
though in this precipitate flight I was obliged to leave 
every thing behind me except my hatchet and the 
waiitcoat I had on, I was rejoiced beyond .meafure to 
find myfelf thus at liberty; and ran with my fleeteft 
f{peed, till I became fo faint that ! was obliged to ftop; 
and though there was a kraal within view, I gave up 
all thoughts of reaching it that night. 

Overcome with fatigue, exhaufted by hunger and 
thirft, and hopelefs of relief, I lay downon the ground; 

where 


INTERIOR OF AFRICA. II¢ 


where I> yielded to all the horrors of defpair; I ‘at 


length again raifed» my head, when I perceived a herd 
| of cattle grazing at no great diftance from me. I now 
exerted all my remaining ftrength, and crawled towards 


them, to obtain, if poflible, fome water from the 


herdfman. When I accotted him, he. was about to 


anfwer me wich blows; but upon my fhewing hima 
gilder which I had taken from my waiftcoat for the 
purpofe, he relented, gave me a millet-cake, with 
fome milk, and permitted me to reft befide him for 
the night. 

As foon as morning dawned I arofe, and. leaving 


my hoftafleep, I quickly gained a wood which lay in a 


north-eaft direction: through this wood I purfued my 


way, and about noon entered a plain covered with 
_rufhes, where were feveral plum-trees. Here I lighted 
-afire, with an intention of remaining for the. night, 
_but a great number of elephants approaching me, J 
was obliged to decamp, and travelled all night. 


At fun-rife 1 had. reached the further extremity of 


the plain, and looking around beheld mountains on all 
| fides, with a number. of huts {cattered over'them. Ex; 


ceflively fatigued, however, | lay down on the grafs, ’ 


- 


'and deliberated whether I fhould approach or avoid 
the huts: the latter I thought my fafeft courfe; but 1 


found it neceffary to go in feareh of water to allay my 


-thirft; as I was fo near thefe habitations, 1 thought-it 


¢; for this purpofe f 


e 


likely I thould foon find a {prin 


directed my courfe eaftward, but without fuccels. 


was now about to turn to the north-eaft, when 1 faw 


fome ‘people with water veffels crofling my path fram 
weft to eaft. 1 ran with all my fpeed to come up with 


them, which I foon did, as they were advancing in 
the line which led towards me. ‘They were women, 


four in number, and as foon as they came up with 


me, afked by figns the ufual queftions, whence 1 


came, and whither going; I anfwered them, by figns 


alfo, that I was in fearch of water: one of them im- 


} mediately gave me the water-pot the carried, which f 


nearly empticd. In the mean time fhe viewed me 
with 
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with attention, and when I returned the veffel, bec- 
koned for me td accompany them to the kraal: I had 
no great inclination to accept of the invitation, but 
beitie prefled by hunger, I at length decided on fol- 
lowing them. 

Arrived at our place of deftination, I was immedi- 
ately furrounded by a concourfe of people, confifting 
however moftly of females: what men there were; 
began to treat me in much the fame manner as thofe 
in: the kraal from which I had efcaped ; viewing me 
with fimilar curiofity; dragging, pulling, and each 
endeavouring to cet ‘pofleffion of me. I fat down on 
the ground, determined on refiftance, fhould their 
favage rudenefs be carried toany extreme. ‘The wos 
men, more humane, brought me fome meat and milk; 
as they perceived. I was hungry and thirfty; and whilft - 
I was eating, formed a circle round me, to prevent 
the men from molefting- me. ‘At length ‘an old man 
made his appearance; this was their chief, who viewed 
me with attention; he then defired the women to 
take me up and convey me to his hut, as he feemed 
to imagine I was not able to walk alone. He alfo or- 
dered I fhould have fome more meat and milk given 
me. - After all his. direftions had been obeyed, 
came.to'me, and defired I would accompany. him and 
his fon-in-law to a wood at fome diftance from the 
kraal. I> was ftruck with a degree of difmay at this 
propofal, not knowing what might be their intent. 
On reaching the wood, my companions led the way 
to a hillock of fand, over which were fpread a thick 
covering of branches thefe they removed, but-what 
was my horror at the fpectacle now expofed to view! 
There lay the bodies of five white men pierced. quite 
through in feveral places, and thefe wounds to all ap- 
pearance given with javelins! Struck with difmay, 
and trembling with apprehenfion, J had nearly funk 
to the earth, and believed I faw, in my two conduc 
tors, murderers, whofe: hands were ready to: be raifed 
againft me alfo. ‘They addreffed me, however, and 
demanded whether I knew thefe.nen; I anfwered in 

: the 
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wf negative; and then examined the bodies with at- 
Jfntion, to find out if poflible to what country: they 
dd belonged, but there was nothing that could lead 
itany difcovery ; no diftinguifhing mark of any kind 
ecept the figure of a crofs on the right. arm of one 
¢ them, w hich had been burnt into the flefh, and be- 
ath it the letters T. E. M. with the date 1779. The 
_ptrefaction had fpread too far to admit of ie: farther 
:@fpection, we therefore replaced the bran iches, and 
-jrurned to the kraal.. I now mentioned my intention 
)" departing immediately, but to this they would not 
yanfent, and I was obliged to remain; with the firm 
‘Etermination, however, ‘that if I found my life was 
be the facrifice, I would anticipate their intentions 
WP piercing my heart with my own hand. 

i ‘Different talks were immediately affigned me; I was 
(Maployed in carrying wood and water, “and in cutting 
i their game ; but [was never permitted to go with- 
‘data suard, ‘who was generally the fon-in-law of the 
omuef.. As I exerted all the alacrity and difpatch I 
(Muld in the difcharge of thefe offices, I had abund- 
. je of leifure each day to walk about through the 
‘aal, the inhabitants of which fhewed me much 
findnefs ; ; and. as 1 found my fituation fo eafy, I de- 
rmined to fpend fome weeks amongft them, that I 
ight gain fome knowledge of the country, and of 
e language; but this plan I was foon obliged to lay 
ide ; for going one day to the wood for fome fuel 
ith my accuftomed overfeer, he made mea propoial 
‘Bat filled me with horror, which, on my expreffing, 
): threw me down, and beat me fo violently, that I 
las all over bruifes; finding that neither perfuafions 
Por force had any effect on me, he defifted; and 
ough I was fearcely able to walk, obliged me to 
ke | up a bundle of wood and carry to “the. kraal. 
ere I was proceeding to make my complaint to the 
Vd chief of the treatment I had met with, but his fon- 
pay threatened to put me to death with his javelin 
| 


I did fo; and then told him a fabricated ftory of 
y having attempted to make my efcape ; and that 


on 
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on his preventing me, I had taken up’a Jog of wood | 
with an intention of killing ‘him: with it. “In conte- |} 
quence. of this’ falfe reprefentation, no breakfatt |} 
was given me, and I was treated ‘with every fpecies.of | 
neglect! At length I took an opportunity when alone | 
with the old man to tell bim all that had paffed ; but | 
he only laughed, as at a thing not at all uncommon. | 
This conduct accounted to me in fome meafure for the | 
reception I had met with on my arrival at the kraal; | 
I foon learned too, that the fate of the five Europeans, | 
whofe bodies I had feen, was the ‘confequence of a | 
eonteft between this horde and one belonging to the | 
Kamtorians, a neighbouring nation, who had each | 
endeavoured to get ‘pofleffion of them, with a view of | 
robbing and treating them withthe fame indignities to 
which I had been expofed; and that to put an end to 
the difpute, the adverfaries had murdered and plun- 
dered them, and then left their ini expofed; which | 
on finding, the Mahotians had depofited where I had | 
{een them, and covered them over sie branches. The 
Kamtorians inhabited'a tra€t of land: fituated to the | 
north-eaft, were reprefented to me as a favage and 
fanguinary people ; and as, befides this, they were 
then at sei with the Mahotians, I did not with to run 
the rifk of pafling through their territories; nor could 
I attempt purfuing’my route by any other line, as the 
broad and deep river Lorenzo would obftru@ my 
paflage. But as I-feared a repetition of the fame 
fhocking treatment I-had received, and had fome rea- 
fon to'believe itt -was meditated, ‘and that in confe- 
quence my life itfelf was in danger, I refolved to take 

the firft‘oppartunity of ftealing privately away. 
An oceafion foon prefented “itfelf ; ; a war-feaft * was 
to 


* This was a feaft which they celebrate when war is to be 
refolved on, and in which they confult whether it is likely to 
be fuccefsful or otherwife. The following are the ceremonies 
ufed on thefe occafions : If war has been declared againit them 
by a neighbouring nation, or if their own provifions fall fhort, 
whilft their enemies cnjoy abundance, all their oldeft men ai- 

fembi- 
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tly be celebrated, and the inhabitants, amidft their re- 
lsficings, “and being takeh up all the evening © in 
“le ncing, neglected to watch me with their ufual cir- 
+ am{pection ; perceiving this, I watched the favoura- 
tit @ moment, and taking my hatchet haftened to the 
‘i ood from which I was accuftomed to bring fuel, and 
Hd ence happily effected my efcape, determined to brave 
‘very hazard rather than prolong my ftay -here, which 
id already been extended to feven weeks. 

ly Purfwing my way with my utmoft {peed, I foon 
ached a neighbouring mountain; ‘and paffing it with 
y jual celerity, I travelled onwards without ftopping, 
‘e-night being even more than ufually clear; and, 
il cept the wild beafts, which occafionally crofied my 
‘ 4th, met with nothing to impede my progrefs, ‘The 
itm had got above the horizon before I ventured to 
i alts I then fat down upon the projection of a ‘rock, 
ii yd appeafed my hunger with fome meat-and millet- 
li akes which T had contrived to bring with me. Hav- 
lit hg refted here for about an hour, I again fet forward, 
it nd foon entered a fertile valley ornamented with in- 
wl “merable fruit-trees, and as I had not met with any 


@ yater, my thirft made the fruit of the gogahoguha, 
. which 
Waid 3 


lt) amble at the hut of the chief to déliberate on the beft means 
‘) overcome their enemies, or to make themfelves matters ot 
"nat property which they ftand fo much in need of. If war is 
| greed on, two of their beft mark{men are difpatched to fhoot 
wo roe bucks, and -on the following day the war-feaft takes 
I jace. The two animals are then roafted whole, and whilft 
it} |hus preparing, the chief proclaims to the whole body of the 
“ahabitants the refolutions which had been entered into at the 
bove confultation, exhorting his auditors to courage and una- 
limity >then, cutting up the carcafes, he exclaims aloud; “1 
“Tight for you, and for the good of all, and as I now cut this 

yeatt in pieces, and confume a part of it, fo will we cut our 
i! smemies to pieces, and confume them in the flames.” tach 
0 ome prefent then takes a piece of the flefh, and ‘repeating the 
* words of the chief, devours it ; nfter which they fling the 
em bones into the fire, and dance around it. The neceffary prepa- 
y pations are then inftantly fet about, and their marcli againft the 
i (aemy commences within a few days. 


} 
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which I have formerly mentioned, doubly grateful) | 
me.- About noon | came .to.a {mall river,, only eigi | 
feet broad and not quite four-deep ; called, as I afte 

wards learned, the Quopaknop. It has its fource in | 
mountain to the weftward, and winding its way among |} 
the furrounding fteeps,,at length takes a fouth-eaft d| 

rection, and empties itfelf into the Mahumba. 

On cafiing my eyes forward, I perceived at the fui| 
ther extremity of the valley a kraal, which I wifhed ¢] 
avoid ; but it was too near for me to. attempt it, and | 
already .faw, about twenty paces from me, two me| 
prepared to receive -me.with their javelins pointet| 
As they approached, I threw myfelf to the earth, cal! 
ling-out, ‘‘ saparorzkakch!” The Gods blefs you, | 
When come quite near J found.they. were Mahotians | 
fummoning courage therefore, 1 afked them for fom, 
water, when they pointed. out to,me.a {pring on th 
other fide of their huts; J..went thither, and layin, | 
myfelf down. on its. brink, allayed my thirft. By thi 
time, upwards of a hundred perfons gathered round me | 
who all appeared to view me with a kind of pity : bj 
one I was prefented. with a piece of flefh-meat, ano 
ther gave me. millet-cakes, and a third fome plums, 
and all joined in inviting by figns to enter their huts, 
I affected not to comprehend them, and lay {till on 
the grafs; fome of them laid hold of me, asif to force 
me alcng ; this exafperated me,-and-I prepared. to de: 
fend myfelf with my hatchet; but they rufhed upon 
me, wrefled it from my hand, and dragged me inte 
the kraal. . Here they examined my drefs with minute 
attention, and each-gave.his opinion .as to what na- 
tion I belonged. 1 could not underftand all they 
faid, tut found upon the whole that the majority were 
perfuaded I was a Watadulihav (cannibal) ‘and advifed 
that I fhould either be put to death, or clofely watched, 
and plentifully fed, left J fhould .be tempted: to dettroy 
their children. In confequence of the latter opinion pre- 
vailing, | was fupplied with abundance of food, and they 
{poke of taking mewith themagainftthe enemy as a pows 
erfulailiftant ; but lexprefied my defign of proceeding on 
my 
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| my journey without much delay ; to this they did not 

B object, and accordingly, on the fourth day after my* 
| arrival, L was conduéted by three men to fome dit- 
ytance from the kraal, where they “4s thay out to me 

the path which it was beft for me: to purfue, and 
then leaving me, permitted me to depart in peace. 

| It was.on the 26th of sree that I left this 
kraal ; between which time and the rft of Oftober, I 


tt Cited four more belonging to the fame nation, ‘crofled» 


/ another mountain, and at length reached a river! 
Makumbo, which f found fo fwoln that the oppofite> 
bank was but barely diftinguifable, and for teveral 
miles in extent, the plains and huts on beth fides were 
entirely under water. 


On the ad of Oédtober I difcevered the firf horde: 
belonging to the Kamtorians. This nation inhabit rae 


gl 
tract of country lyiny along the banks of the Tumba ; 
and fubfift ch iefly by hunting and breeding catile. 
The men are.in general of. a fmall fiza, with Hie 
curled hair 5<{their compicction rather lighter than the 
three laft nations whom 1 have defcribed. Theyoare 

almoft..always.at: war with the peop lev ofs the eek 
bouring territories, and though not ‘fo numerous, are 
generally abkoeaanls owing to their fuperior {pir es nd 
courage, and their ereat de xterity:in throwing the j jaz 
velin. They-have pra fix to feven -thoufand fi; ehtin ng 
men an women; the latter being taller, and equal ly: 
bold.and {pirited w1 ‘, the men they confift chiefly of 
prifoners taken from other ane as no fensales are 


brought up here, ithe girls being all deftrcyed as foon 


as born. Although they are not without a fyftem of 
religion, they have no officiating prieft; nor is cir- 
cuimcifion or any. ceremoy val known among{t them. 
The oldeft man of tlie village:(for they. do not ufe th 


word kraal) is. generally foe 
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Polygamy. is all owed, and the firtt v wife, whois always! 


treated with the greateft sefpect, if fhe h ave no cmildren 
by her huiband, -has the liberty of felécting another; 

J t 9 
and if fhe then have a boy, fhe may become wife to 
this laft. 


The. 
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The Kamtorians are fuperftitious in the extreme, 
and circumftances of the moft trifling nature are looked 
upon by them as ominous; for initance, if one of the 
tribe happen to be killed or wounded by a wild beaft 
during the day,’ they conclude he has done fomething 
to offend the great goddefs, and if in. the night, par- 
ticularly if the moon fhine, that he has offended the 
little goddefs, and that he is thus punifhed for his mif- 
conduét. When the weather is gloomy they confine 
themfelves to their huts in total inactivity; the women 
only performing fuch domeftic offices as are abfo- 
lately neceflary. If a woman ‘die in child-bed (which 
is, however, rarely the cafe): fhe is buried in a place 
apart from all others; and her family are obliged to 
quit the village for the {pace of fix months, and live 
in huts at fomediftance, debarred from all intercourfe 
with any of their countrymen. Ifa boy is*born in 
lowering weather, or in the dark of the moon, it is 
believed that the father has offended the gods, and that 
therefore the child is unworthy of ever becoming an 
honourable member of the community; and he is in 
confequence, when grown up, doomed to the moft 
menial drudgery, fuch as hewing wood, looking after 
the cattle, and fimilar inferior offices; om the contrary, 
if the young ftranger come into the world when nature 
looks finiling, he is welcomed with featts and re- 
joicings by the father and friends of the family. 

Their dead are ufually buried at the feet of trees by 
their relatives: at the time the funeral takes place a 
fire is kindled, in which the houfhold furniture which 
had belonged to the deceafed, is confumed, and the 
afhes thrown into ‘the grave; the fire is then kept 
burning till the next full moon. Whoever obtains by 
plunder or conqueft from any other nation a female, 
whether married woman or girl, may have her for wife 
if fhe confents; if otherwife he can fell hers The 
price generally paid in thefe- cafes is a fheep, or perhaps 
four haflagays; if fhe be uncommonly handfome, the 
numiber is fometimes raifed to fix. Much hofpitality 
and kindnefs are fhewn to ftrangers by thefe people. 

9 ; There 
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There are various opinions as to the origin of the 
Kamtorians. Some fay they fprang from a tribe who 
were expelled from their native country by a tyranni- 
cal fovereign named Nampagango, upon which occa- 
fion they applied to the king of Brigadis, and with his 
affiftance avenged themfelves on. their oppreffor by 
putting him to death. Others will have it that they 
were originally natives of Congo, who were driven 
out of that kingdom. Their language, however, 
differing fo materially, is a fufficient coniutation of the 
latter opinion. I did not hear a fingle word in their 
diale@ in common with that of Congo. In fupport 
of this affertion, I fhall here fubjoin a few of the 
words of each of the languages: and particularly the 
numeral nouns, which amongit many different nations 
bear aclofe affinity, but which, in the prefent in- 
ftance, are totally diffimilar : 


Kamtorian. Englifh. Congoan. 
Tinhe One Alag. 
Silke Two Mazay. 
Ghefea Three Cari. 
Kukey Four Prigo. 
Jahi Fiye A byat. 
Myhita Six Wuilu. 
Jaheau Seven Emguy 
Ajada Eight Mahzo. 
Lugah Nine Benjo. 
Tehfa Ten Nades. 
Jakaro Father Akelaja. 
Mohara Mother Eguanda. 
Jujah Good Kalra. 
Brejeto Evil Lukarahie. 
Adulo To fteal Pallakah. 


The letter o at the end of words, in the Congoan 
language is pronounced like u. In the Kamtorian, 
the j founds like ie. 
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Cuftoms of the: Kamtarians in war——The Author quits 
them to proceed to the kingdom of Biri. Arrives’ at 
Buhagari; the firfe town of that king domi—— Mode of 
living of the inhabitants, with ome abletevaons on the 
nation.—IMects with a kind reception among fe them. 
—Coxtinues his journey along the banks of rhe Ma- 
hambo. —Charadler of the Gohavans. —Difcripiion of 
the kinedom of Matanwn.— National charaeriftics, 
cvith the cuft oms and manners of that people—TL.he 

Author's journey to. Seenhofa, their Seat of wees ei » 
I: a bight es the king’s retinue. F tad himfeif in 
danger of being | sn as a flave, 7 makes his ef¢c ape.— 
His foot wounded by a fione in his Bi ht ace inflam~ 
mation enfues, re 7§ increa ra by the cruel treat- 
ment of itwwo inhabitants a the town of mo a 


MAF 
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(\% my firft arrival at the Kamtorian huts; which TI 
mentioned in the laft, chapter, there were but 
few of the inhabitants in-view; but a crowd foon 
collected round me, who feemed to welcome me with 
great joy, which they exprefled by dancing and-fing- 
ing. On my-giving them-to underftand by figns that 
I was hungry’ and thirfty, a handful of miliet-meal 
was brought me, with a courd rind half full of four 
milk: 1 was about to drink the milk by itfelf, when 
one of ths fe prefent took the veffel from me; ftirred 
the meal amongft the milk with a piece of a dried. bone, 
and then returned it to me. —I did not much approve 
of this mixture, but as nothing better was to be had, 
I was obliged-to fwallow it. 
The fun having now nearly reached its meridian, I 
teitified an intention of purfuing my journey, which 
feemed 


tlonet 
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feenfed-toinfpire-uniyeral regret; fome amongtt them 
who underftood a little ; of the Mahotas languages 
prefled me to flay fome time longer with them. This 
invitation 1 wifhed to deine P and ex pretfed to them 
by figns, aided: by a few words, that I had a long way 
to! travel,. and. therefore muft.be gone; fhil..they 
would ft conten to part, with. me, =fhewed me an 
empty but, as myolodging, and furnifhed me with 
& buffalo-fkin: for .a covering. at 

The next,morning fome meat and four milk was 
browght.mes: and. ivas again requefted. to remain 
with-them. "The oreater number of the inhabitants 
of. beth. fexes now -%et,out on their, march againit 
their enemies the Mahotians, with an intention of 
giving. them efako (battle). This. force confifted of 
about. four bundred perfons; and I was much pleated 
to fee the order, they ebfe ved beyond.what | could 
have expected... Ebe woedsha (chief) firft de livered. a 
fpeech: this was, fucceeded by a war-fong, after 
which the whole, body formed into files. four. deep, 
and began to move: the: talleft and ftouteft looking 
men were placed in the foremoft rank; next, thofe of 
aifimaller fize, all armeéd,with javelins and battle AXES, 
the latter three feet in,length, and made entirely of a 
hard. kind .of wood;.then. followed the elder women, 


1 
b 


and the younger of both {exes brought up the rear, 


ys 


_armed with battle-axes... I. was left behind, under the 


care of a good.old man, who talked to me without 
cealing, though I would. not feem to underftand,. of 
courfe did not r anfwer him ; he made mea prefent of a 
new .calabath, and expreffed a with for my wailtcoat 
in return.;. this rather fiartled me, as all my money 
was fewed up in it. Stull, however, 1 affected igno- 
rance of his meaning, and he did not repeat the de- 
mand, Jt now took an opportunity of viewing the 
whole .of the village; it contamed)one hundved and 
thirty-four eal nitructed buts, fituated in a country 
called Afatahayi, very fruitful, and abounding in ex 

ellent water. ‘ 

On the third day after the march of the warriors, 


Our 
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our ears were faluted with a fong, which feemed to 
be at fome diftance; the inhabitants who. had ‘re- 
mained in the village, teftified the utmoft joy at the 
found; it proclaimed a vi&tory, and the return of the 
conquerors, and was a fignal that a feaft fhould be 
prepared for them, which was accordingly done by 
roafting a large quantity of flefh without any delay. 
I haftened out, and met the victors returning in the 
fame perfeét order as they had marched‘ feven of 
their number had been killed, and forty wounded, and 
they had brought home fixteen prifoners, five of whom 
were women. A circle was now formed in the centre 
of the village, where the chief delivered an harangue + 
this ended, the roafted meat was brought, and with 
milk was ferved about to all, and ‘the greateft re- 
joicings and feftivity took place; nor were the pri- 
foners negleéted ; they had alfo a plentiful fupply of 
food, and were treated with real kindnefs. ‘The 
wounded too were attended to with much tendernefs, 
and their hurts wafbed with a certain healing juice*. 
Their feafting ended, palm-branches were brought by 
boys, and diftributed to fuch as had diftinguiflied 
themfelves during the engagement; after which 
dancing commenced, interrupted at intervals by 
fongs. The female prifoners became the property of 
their refpeétive captors, received amongft their other 
wives, and from that time treated with an equal degree 
of confideration. To the male prifoners were afligned 
huts; and they were alfo thenceforward looked upon 
in the fame light as the natives. I further learned, 
that-if a hufband and wife are both captured, they 
are never feparated, but fupplied with a hut, cattle, 
and whatever is neceflary for their fubfiftence. I was 

excluded 


* This juice is preffed from a fruit produced by a tree called 
egmatome and culanite. The feeds are the fize of a grape -{tone, 
and the fruit is gathered before it is ripe, but not good to the 
tafte till in a ftate of decay. After having lain on Jeayes for, 
eighteen or twenty days, it is preffed; the juice is at firft 
{weet, but kept fome months it becomes four: it is ufed in 
drefling Skins, and alfo reckoned healing for wounds. 


_equal p 


INTERIOR OF AFRICA. 127 


excluded from any perfonal fhare in this triumphal 
feaft, but was admitted as a fpeétator, and received an 
ortion of meat with the reft of the company. 

On the 7th of O&ober I was allowed to depart, 
and proceeded on my journey, attended by three per- 
fons, beyond the limits. of the village. Towards 
noon, I entered on a plain bounded on either fide by 
villages, whic 


h | determined to avoid, In the even- 


- ing 1 reached a mountain in the kingdom of Biri, 


which J afcended, and paffed the night on its 
The next day at noon J arrived at Baha- 


fummit. 
gari, the chief town of that kingdom; itis feated on 
an arm of the river Makumbo, and contains about 


feven hundred huts. 
The inhabitants of the kingdom of Biri, are far 


from being fo fierce and favage as they had been re- 
prefented to me by fome of the neighbouring nations; 
they receive ftrangers with kindnefs, and treat them 
with hofpitality. “Lhe king enjoys but few privileges 
beyond thofe of the chiefs in the inferior towns and 
villages. The government of the larger towns are 
in general vefted in two magiftrates called Monihaya 
(judges) who alfo difcharge the offices of pricits, in- 
firuétors of youth, and foothfayers or prophets. 
They have the exclufive right of wearing cloaks made 
of the ikins of tygers and zebras, called in their lan- 
euage algehara bumkara, the prophet’s drefs, which 
entitle the wearers to divers marks of refpect: all 
thofe who meet them are obliged to ftand fill, with 
their right hand placed on their head, the left on 
the breaft, till they are paffled by. When difputes 
arife of any ferious confequence, the chief of the 
place where they happen, muft lay them before the 
king, together with the judgment, which has been 
pafled upon them. 

In warlike expeditions, which frequently occur 
here, the chiefs head their refpective troops, whilft the 
king remains at Bahagari, his ufual refidence: fhould 
that place be threatened with any danger, he removes to 
Azzahuia, another town on the frontiers which divide 
6 4 his 
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ukais, a nation? 


his kingdom is ‘eftimated. at 
houfand fouls.©° The foil ds-in general 
yea well cultivated; but it is 
vattle that they derive their prin- 
ext hy a advantageous object 
} be ?s poffefs, is a falt-mine; the pro- 
duce of which they e xchange agrck other reitloss for 
; e. “Ihe men are fond of the: chafe. but 
iowever, neglect that degree’ of agriculture 
y towards their fubfiftence* th ley are tall and 
heir’ only cloathing -ate aprons made: of 
ves, ‘Lhe women are fhort,.and‘not of ‘the 
der make; their drefs the fame as tl : of the 
men, with the addition of a covering of palm-leaves 
ipread over ‘the r bofoms, and fattened witht {trings 
whi ; they are modett even toa degree of 
oafhfulnefs, The colour of this nation: may 
ther be called ycllow'than brown. > Th rey ob erve 
S-in the) education of children: :the 
e fuperintendauce of that of « the boys, 
the mother of the girls, till they attain the ‘age’ of fix 
years, when they ar plac ced- under the care of the 
mon haya, ip order to their Jurther inftru@ion. 

Of their religi i's tenets and inftitutions I could at. 
tain but a fuperficial knowledge ;’ their morning and 
evening devotions, however, 1 obfe rved were regu 
larly performed in the open air: circumcifion too was 
practifed, but without any attendant ceremoi ay. 
When a marriage is agreed) upon) notice mut: 
given to the monihaya, and the relatives on both fides 
beingtafferbled before fan -rife;he ratifies the contraét, 
ancing commences, and” continues the 

the enfuing night with very Jit. 
tle-intermifion. Divorces “are only permitted i inicafe 


the wife bring no childrens | Adulter 'y is punifhed on 
the man’s fide, only by. payingsa ‘compenfation in 
éattle; whilft .the offending female is -expelled the 


community. 


hat anu ana 
Cilat Gay Ana 
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eommunhityy Polygamy too: is fanctioned <by the 
law. 

ilk, millet, andmeak* are their chief articlés of 
Scia's the milk is :moft commonly allowed to grow 
four, ‘and the meal then mixed in it; they. do nos 


often indulge inseating Hefh-meat. T heir:-huts: ate 


fpacious, w all conftructed, and..of a».cireular forms 


| the lower part covered wit th the bark oftrees,- and the 
top with ruthes, bound Psat nd the edge'swith thongsy 


and rifing in a {piral fhave: above. 1. was received 


with kindnefs by this natio . entertained by: the mani: 


haya wo bis own “hut, and had a conitant and plentiful 
fupply of provi ifions, L had alfo an:invitation.to fpend 
fome: time ‘with them, which I a cepted with muck 
plea afure, as this being the feafon when:the heat is moft 


erenté, travelling is made not fo eligibles « 


BV 


tunity of feeing how it was gathered im; the procels, 
though rather tedious, was however rational and me- 
‘thodical. ‘The day previe us-to its commencement, all 
the public grana jes + were cleared out, and whatever 
ftore of grain fi “a remained in them was. diftributed 
amongit the inbabitants in certain proportions, On 
their fir ft day df reaping, the. labourers bemg < allsaf~ 
fembled in one place, prayers were offered: up, and 
they, with the mar nikaya at their head, marched, to. the 
field ; the ears: of the corn were te cut off, {prcad 
upon hides, and immediately threfhed. This laft ope- 

ation was! performe ed witha kind’ of relling ftone 
moved very quickly to andro. The grain, when freed 
from the chaff, was< carried to thofe granaries which L 
have ROS and there depofited ;: the ftraw was 
plucked.up, collected into heaps by the children, and 
burBte- 


Their harvett eainood ow come on; b had-an opper- 
dS 5 le 


* Made of a grain which rows in hitfks,:.and'is in effect 
muchilike barley. At the Cape it is called corn. 

4 A kind of cellars belonging in common to all the inhabi- 
tants. In the diftributions thus made, two children were al= 
Jowed an equal portion with one grown perfon, , 


ene G 4. 
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burnt. A few days after this a harveft-feaft was begun to 
be celebrated ; it lafted two days, during which time 
moft of their old ftock of grain was confumed. The 
third day was obferved as a faft, when all the indivi- 
duals of the village before fun-rife affembled in front 


of the monihaya’s hut, each carrying a palm branch; > | 


from thence they walked in proceffion to a fpace be- 
yond the limits of the village, where a fire was kindled 
they all fat down round it, and fmoked fome fort. of 
leaves through wooden pipes. Barley, millet, and Ine 
dian corn are the grains cultivated here. I fpent 
twelve days amongft thefe people, during which time 


i met with every mark of attention and_ hofpitality ; 


and at my departure was furnifhed with an ample fup- 
ply of provifions for my journey. 

On the g1ft of October I left them, and_ purfued 
my courfe to the banks of the Makumbo. About 
noon I reached a village called Amahkai, confifting of 
forty huts; here I was received with kindnefs, and 
fupplied witk refrefhments; after which I again fet 
forward in a north-eaft dire&tion, which I took te 
avoid a fteep mountain which lay in the ftraight for- 
ward line. After travelling for fome time I came to 
the banks of a lake where I ftopped, lighted a fire, 
and then endeavoured to procure myfelf fome fith. 
¥ had only gathered a few mufcles, when fuddenly I 
heard a voice from behind me exclaim, ** dohabahako 
notiavfer laba,’’ ** ftranger, beware of the lake ;” when 
looking round, I faw three men running towards me, 
whofe geftures feemed to repeat the warning that 1 
fhould’ beware of venturing too near the lake, as it 
was very deep; nor would it, as they informed me, be 
fafe to ufe any of the fifth I fhould get from it, as fome 
of their countrymen had found very pernicious effects 
from fome which had been thrown up on its banks the 
preceding winter. This feafon with them lafts from 
_ Aprilto June. They then invited me to accompany 
them, with which invitation I complied, and after a 
walk of fome miles, we arrived at a village confifting 
of about Gxty huts, I was much furprized to find 
that 
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that Iwas not here an object of curiofity, no crowd 
collecting around me on my entrance, as if they had 
not been unaccuftomed to perfons of my complec- 
tion. . 

On the 22d I refumed my journey, and paffed over 
a chain of mountains at a good diftance from the 
river; a great number of fruit-trees were fcattered 
over them, amongft the reft feveral which were loaded 


with plums. I alfo faw a vaft number of wild beatis, 


tigers and lions fprung acrofs my path, \yet noné at= 
tempted to attack me: this I attributed to the country 
abounding fo much with gazola, which fatisfies their 
hunger, and makes them lefs voracious for human 


#efh. 


The fteep ridges, over which I now travelled, are of 
prodigious extent, ftretching from north-eaft to fouth- 
weft, acrofs the kingdoms of Matamba and Biri. I 
was obliged to pais the night on one of them, but 
met with no annoyance of any kind. Having. rifen 
early, by eight o’clock I had defcended from the 
mountains, and again found myfelf on the banks of 
the Makumbo; before me lay fome villages both to 
the right and left, and I haftened to that next me, as 
from having eaten many of the yellow plums which £ 
had found the preceding evening, a violent pain in my 
bowels had been the confequence. Here] experienced 
the utmoft tendernefs and humanity from the inhabi-~ 
tants ; on my intimating by figns that I was not well, and 
begging permitfion toreit there fora few hours, it was not 

only immediately granted, but a piece of a certain kind 
of root was given me by two women, which they de- 
fired me to chew; and having afterwards drank fome 
new milk which they had alfo brought me, I lay down 
upon the grafs, and foon funk into a tranquil fleep. 
When I awoke I found myfelf covered with buffalo- 
fkins, and in a profufe perfpiration: this T fuppofed 
had been produced by the root I had chewed; and on 
getting up I felt that my complaint was gone, and my 


ftrength and fpirits periectly reftored, J fiaid all night 
¢ 6 at 
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at. -this»-village, the name of which I found was 
Mouiha. 


On the -folloy ving day I reached the Satamaha, a 
deep cavern on the borders, without having feen a 
fingle villagein my fit As I approached it -F was 
anet by a man of uncommon large ftature and bulk; 
who, accofting me, tie whither F would go: Tres 

I,’ ** throu igh this to my native country.) . He 
then advifed me to quit the road. I was now on, as 
very unfafe, and to acco ympany him: fb enquired to 
what nation he be onged 5 he told me he was a gohawan, 
‘and that the borders o fUhis country were but about’ 2 
quarter of a day’s journe -y trom thence, -I agreed to 

we quickly reached Zahmago, the 
dirft village on the further fide of the frontiers, 

Lowas now a gain viewed with a bigh degree of eur 
niofity ; my drefs in. particulariwas minutely examined’: 
lome of the fpedta tors feemed to look upon me asa 


go with him, anc 


white fave. fallen into theirs hands, and ‘te fuppofe 
they had a right to treat.me as fuch; but as I neither 
vaderiioed their language, nor ‘th 1ey ees they were 


#oaIn jat a lofs. . now fiened to them that I was an 
rremtals: tt red to fatis ty them, and.to procure 


Hy ® Bing 

b. tpeir gO od-w ill ;» for they them- 
> 

dy Muskie S hind 4 elas aie ee a 

aCives Gérive: their OTie1n fro im the ¢ aft: 


aha nor practife 
ontle quently very 


cy 


to fubfitt-entirely by-hur ating, 
lave they procure from the Birians 
{kins of the animals the sy kall in 
a particular kind of pln m Megi# 
vhich, when mixed» with ‘watery is 


of. the. entire nation® does’ not’ at 
at 


bhouland: five hundred. They 


7 bist } 43 ae | 
vere of powerful nation, but «weakened by 
inceflant » they. were at length driven ‘from their 
ncient poffefGons, which. accords to them, was a 
i trad 


oe SN Be en eet ah CM herr att a 
ieuthul tact of..country fiuiated ander the lines sin 
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” ¢his éxigence they wére kindly réceived’ and treated 


clolely united, by frequent intermar 


friendly neighbours ; from Swhiorh 


bi 
} 


}ene of whom knew the meaning of feveral of-th 


with compailion | by- the king of Biri, who alligned 
them the territory they now: occupy.’ ‘Tired of -war- 
fare, they are - become: more peaceable, ‘and ‘have 
adopted the laws, cuftoms, and manners of the Bi- 
‘rians, with w kim they are beeoritny every. day more 
rages, and a reci+ 
procity of kind offices. m height of ftature and 
ftrength of bedy, however, they are fuperior to their 
they are-alfo. diftin- 
“guithed by their laroe eyes, and® the” flatnefs of their 
nofes, in: which they wear rings and ‘teeth of wild 
ibeafis, ornaments never ufed by the Birians. 
: Notwithftanding their poverty, they practife hofpi- 
tality, and make it a rule‘to entertain’ every {tranger for 


four and twenty hours. “They are, it is Mah rather ad~ 


dite to theft, as 1 experienced foen after my coming 
to the village; a firong active young fellow {natched my 


hatchet out OR my fend and ran off with. it. © The 
} 
: 


buttons of my -vaiftcoat alfo excited the avarice of 
‘fome,; ‘and théy’attempted to pluck them off. Finding 
this, and fearful of | lofing the waiftcoat itfelf, and wita 


patvall.my-money, I defpoiled it of four of the buts 


tons, and preiented them to the chief, ‘who thencefor 
ward defended me from any farther pillage. 

On the “morsing after my arrival I applied to the 
chief, in whofe hat I had flept, tequefting he would 
Order me a fate conduct as Fat as his jurit diction ext 
tended: he did not appear to underftand me, and only 
i pointed to the road by which I was'to travel. I 


therefore'fet off al lone; anc d when at fuch a diftance ‘as 


not to be feen, 1] fat down behind a bufh, Bnd cut off 
‘call the Buttons which fill remained on my waittcoat, 
to prevent any foture tem mptation to ¢ deprive't meé of it. 
“In about.an hour ‘I reache hed another village, fituated on 
othe fide of a mountain, and coadah ing about ‘feventy 
huts. J entered it for the purpofe of getting my ca- 
labath replenifled with water,’ and was happy y to find 
‘ILcould: make myfe elf underftood by the inhabitants, 
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words I addreffed to them. I afked for fome -water, | 
upon which they conduéted me to a well, and brought 
me half a gourd rind faftened to a long ftick, which 1 
let down, and drew up the water for filling my cala>, 
bafh. 
Although my appearance feemed to excite general | 
curlofity, yet no attempt was made to detain or moleft 
me, and I proceeded on my way, which, however, 
prefented me with other difficulties. The road was) 
rugged, and lay over a chain of craggy mountains 
firetching to the northward, ever which I was ob- 
liged to clamber at the imminent hazard of my life; 
whilft the heat was fo oppreffive that I was oftentimes 
ready to faint. At length, after a painful and tedious | 
journey of three German miles, I arrived at the vil 
lage of Bayaka; where, after having taken fome re- 
frefhment, I lay down in the open air, near one of | 
the huts, without any covering, and flept the night; | 
but in the morning found J had caught a fevere cold, | 
and coughed violently. 
On the 26th and 27th my road was ftill rough and | 
unpleafant, nor did I, during that time, fee more than | 
one village which confifted of feventy huts. On the | 
28th and 29th EF traverfed a plain, over which were | 
{cattered fome fhruhs and bufhes. On the laft of thofe 
days, being purfued by fix wild dogs, I was obliged | 
to climb a tree for refuge; I ftaid here in durance 
for fome hours, after which I again ventured to pro-_ 
ceed; but foon found myfelf nearly exhaufted with 
weaknefs, being reduced to the neceflity of fubfifting | 
on leaves of trees, and what roots I could procure, as 

my provilions and water were long fince expended. 
On the 3oth I entered a valley through which flows 

the Sohmo. This river forms the boundary of the 
kingdom of Mataman: though its ufual breadth is 
| 


not more than eight or nine feet, in winter it {wells 
fo much as to overflow this entire valley, which is upe 
wards of two miles in extent. 
The kingdom of Mataman is in general mountain- | 
ous, but there are many intervening valleys rich with 
fertility, 
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A fertility, Peautiful meadows, and avaft number of 
iF e inhabitants, how- 
i) lever, thefe advantages held out to them by the hand 
“of nature, are far from being improved as they ought to 
be, The monarchy is hereditary, and the king enjoys 
‘Jan unlimited power; he is ftiled 4aawoza (chofen by 
the gods): his dignity in failure of male iffue defcends 
)to the female. When one of the latter fucceeds to 
») the throne, fhe muft choofe one of her own fubjects 
\}as a hufband, who reigns conjointly with herfelf; but 
(eat muft firft be afcertained w hether he baie the necef- 
' fary qualifications and abilities, and for this purpofe 
) he is examined by the elders of the land. The king 
/ difcharges alfo the offices of high-prieft and prophet ; 
he has likewife the fuperintendance of the youth, and 
aflifts i in their pe ty. ce His decifions are obferved 
) with refpeét, even though .they fhould not be exactly 
) conformable with juftice. To have a plurality of wives 
is his exclufive privilege, and he has the appointment 
. to all offices, fuch as fubordinate judges, priefts, &c. 
‘He. never heads his troops in perfon, but when they are 
obliged to take the field, deputes the command to 
‘others. The foldiers are courageous, and very expert 
) in the ufe of the bow: the military force is faid to be 
® about thirty thoufand men. 
) There are three large towns in the Ki prom, the 
© principal and moft populous of which is Seenhofa, the 
royal refidence, and fituated about two days journey 
| from that frontier by which I entered the kingdom. 
In each town a chief prefides, who is appointed by the 
| King; he is likewife the officiating prieft, and called 
| mohwoia ; but, as Judge, he cannot pafs fentence of his 
» own authority; the final decifion in all cafes refting 
| with the king. 
' In their religious obfervances, this nation in many 
| things agree w vith the Mahommedans; circumcifion Is 
} equally in ufe amongft them, with the fame attendant 
}) ceremonies. Their public worfhip is performed in the 
} morning in. the open air, at whatever place the prieft 
1) choofes to appoint: the form is very fimple; the ar 
Die 
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ple’ ranging théemfelves in a circle, the y prieft flands 1p} 
the midft and pronounees an harargue. Marri: age cons 


tracts here, as amongft the fouth Caffres, oe entered | 
mto without any religious rites: wives poflefs the love | 
and efteem of their } afb ands, who herPore never ops} 
pr Sef hem with laborious tafks , taking a part of the houf | 
hold drudgery on't icy es: Children, till about their | 
fourth year, when it is fuppofed the underftaniling bes | 
ins tO open, continue bind the care of their parents; 
boys from. that” period are ‘inftruéted by the | 
mohwoia, -w hofe wife performs the fame office with | 


recard to the ot irls. 

Their drefs is nothing more than aprons of palin= 
lea ves, 
their: hair round pieces of bone, enerally ribs of 
heep; | have’ often feen fx or eight of thefe orna= 
nents dangling from one head; thé women tie'theirs 

with {mal thongs, and have fometimes five'or fix 

the braids hanging over their foreheads, ‘They eat 


only one eb sea meal in the day, and that at fan-fet 
a ermediate time, they occafionally take a little 
mi sil et with fone four y milk: fuch is their exé 
indolence that their provifions often falls: fhort 

I-they w ill rather furtfet the tharpeft pains of hunger 
feveral to: ogether, than ufe the neceffary exer= 


gwd 


roc Salt isa very fearce article 
1 hei 6 what little they in general ufe they get 
nbo; but when at war with that nation, 
netimes are for y years unl ihe aaa they 
yeatupply; in this-cafe fume make ufe of a 
sind procured by burning the bones of ani- 


, 


which. reach kon their So the men twiff | 


y entering the Mataman territory, and ‘reach=~ 


ing the firit v lage, I was conduéted to the hut of the 
mohwoia, who’ gave me bandtul of barley, with 
fome milk. Hay ing eaten this, the man who had been 
my guide inte the villa age, in his turn, cele mefome 
more of the fame kind of provifions; this offended 
my firit duicriaine? very much, anda violent difpute 
arofe between them, which; however, terminated 

withe 


IntT2 
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hithout any unpleafant confequences.. The mohwoia 
, Pace’ that, as chief, he alone was entitled ‘to ex- 
rad the rights of hofpitality towards me; whilft the 
ther as ety) allirted, that Le, as the perfon who 
ad introduced me into the vi illage, was €qually privi- 
# ged to entertain me *, 
1) The day following I fet out for Seenhofa to vifit the 
ing. The mohwoia gave orders that fome men fhould 
itend me part of the way to point out the route 1 was 
> take; and jupplied me with water and meal for my 
yurney. In the earlier part of the day I alternately 
lambered over fteep mountains, and purfued my path 
irough the i intervening valleys, Phere L found: mea- 
bws covered with. the moit beautiful verdure. I 


afled the-village of retire, and towards noon ar- 


ved a t another. called Kafoho, confifting of about 
‘ort ee fome well-conftruéted huts. | Here I paid 
A 1” refpecis,to the mohwoia, from whom I received a 

Pirther fupply of water and meal. From thence my 
| vad la through a richly fertile vale, abounding in 
Nuit-trees, amo ngft others were feveral which bore a 
vind of pomegranate ; on théfe ¥ plentifully regaled, 
pid determined to pafs' the night beneath thé: fhade of 
ik {preading branches; but a "berd of buffaloes choot 
aig to pay me a vilit, to avoid them | was obliged to 
| amb one of the trees, and there I took up my itation 
‘ik dawn of day, when my vifitors difperfing, I was 
liberty to relume my journey. I next came to a 
Hage named Ok ohama 3 here, however, I did not 
1 pp, but proceeded dire&ly to Seenhofa, ae val- 


v 


Vys {miling with verdure, and ornamented with trees, 


i of. which were load ted with the fineft fruits ; the: 


€ latter part of my way was along the edge of am 
Pyueduct, made. for the purp ofe of eonveying: water 
) the city from the diftance of about a German mile. 


jl ar- 

* 1 afterwards lea tpee that. it was really. the place. of the 
lohwoia, accordine ta-the laws of the couniry, to receive and, 
‘Pitertain ftrangers: and that for this purpofe he is allowed. to 
Be Corn out of the public granaries, of which he has the fus 


intend. nce. 
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I arrived at my journey’s end about fun-fet, and went 
Immediately to the mohwoia, as the perfon by whom 
I was to be accommodated; he gave me fome meal 
and four milk, and afterwards. conduéted me toa hut 
contiguous to his own; where, having carefully faften- 
ed the door, he left me to my repofe, which I enjoyed 
free from all manner of difturbance. 

I did not wait long to have my with of feeing the 
king gratified ; early on the following morning the 
mohwoia came into my hut, and beckoning to me to 
follow him, led me through a long ftreet of huts toa 
green {fpace, where we found a numerous concourfe of 
people ranged in a circle, in the mid{ft of which was 
the fohaawoia (the king) feated on a block of wood,. 
and holding his battle-axe in his hand. He was to all © 
appearance a man about forty years of age. Having 
the preceding day taken four gilders from my waiftcoat, 
that [ might have them ready to prefent the king, I 
now advanced within the circle with thefe in my hand. 
His majefty, turning to a perfon who ftood next him, 
and who had undertaken to aét as interpreter, defired 
him to afk me whence I came, whither I was going, 
and for what purpofe I vifited his territories. With 
much difficulty I made out the meaning of what was 
addreffed to me; and the interpreter was ftill more at a 
Jo’s to comprehend my anfwers, his knowledge of the 
Caffrarian language being very limited; he explained 
to the king, however,.as well as he was able, the ac- 
count I gave of myfelf, and was next ordered to de- 
mand of me whether I was a Moor or a Chriftian: I 
did not chufe to confefs to either of thefe denomina- 
tions, not knowing what danger either might incur, 
fo anfwered I was an Ara), thinking it probable they 
would not underftand the term. 1 now approached 
and prefented my four gilders to the king, at the fame 
time preferring a requeft that he would give orders I 
fhould be fupplied with provifions. After looking at 
the money for forne time, he defired one of his wives 
to bring me fome milk and meal, which the having 
done, and mixing them together, I fat down on the 
ground whilft 1 took my breakfaft. The 
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| The king then invited me to his hut, where I ac- 
} companied him, anda mat was given me, on which I 
Hfeated myfelf. He looked at me with great attention 
| for fome time, and then defired the interpreter to in- 
' form me, that if I would give him fome more money, 
jhe would keep me with him, and make me a kah/eetoo 
)(fervant); 1 affured him that 1 had no more money, 
but would accept his offer with gratitude. I was in 
‘reality glad of this opportunity to acquire fome know- 
ledge of the country, and of the charaéters, cuftoms, 
‘and manners of the inhabitants. Ina few days, how- 
‘ever, I difcovered that I was looked upon in no other 
light than that of a common flave, and of courfe had 
‘every reafon to apprehend that I fhould fooner or later 
be fold, or bartered to fome of the neighbouring 
' nations *. 

| Although I was abundantly fupplied with provi- 
fions, I was upon the whole by no means pleafed 
with the conduct of the king towards me; his 
houfhold confifted of himfelf, his wives and children, 
with a few domeftics, who all inhabited feparate huts. 
As his majefty was much inclined to jealoufy, I was 
debarred all accefs to the females of his family; and 
was obliged to fpend moft of my time with him in his 
hut, or in attendance on him in his hunting parties : 
on the latter occafions, the moft laborious part of the 
amufement fell to my fhare; that of carrying home 
the animals which were killed, and generally of cut- 
ting them up; but, fortunately for me, thefe expedi- 
‘tions did not often occur, never being had recourfe to 
eX- 


* Moft probably it was from the Africans themfelves that the 
Europeans on their firft difcovering their coatts acquired theidea 
of the flave-trade. Except amongft the fouth Caffres, this 
traffic in human flefh is carried on by every nation I vifited on 
the continent of Africa. Thofe devoted vidtims will, per- 
haps, in the courfe of a few years, pafs through the hands 
of many different mafters: fer inftance, the people of Mata- 
man frequently barter them with thofe of Mazumbo for falt ; 
thefe again felling them for corn to-the inhabitants of Congo; 
are thus, after having gone from nation to nation, they at length 
become by purchafe the property of the Europeans. 


THE 


tan'a cafe of dearth of provifions : at all other | 
ing, as* well as’ the greater number of hig | 

ls time in the matt fupine inactivity, 

r of shis hon rs to fleep ; which a cuts 

ed upon me the moff t painful reftrain , being 

le him ina ftate of immoveab le 


ly allowance: of food was about a pound of 
unground corn, with a kan of four milk’; of 
a day, when Inwas resaled with fleth. meat, the ufial 
ortionvef meal and corm were -wi ithheld, = The king 
nein his eae he was aman of mids 
tiature, and well-formed. » He carried me one day 
— diva it to the eaftward, where:he had 
mohwoia: his two grand-daughters, 
, the other feven years ‘old, came {kj 
ping: round mé, exclan ning © yao ke'o”” (a handfo 
P ‘| mother foon joined them 
foehgen k Losers me, wich ex. 
Ei a; he converfed’ for 
re uy with his father; and the eldeft 
, all the-ref aving left the hut, endeavoured 
xplain to me.the peireett of this conference, which 
was to this purpotes; that it. being fuppofed I had-a 


Opry 
C y 


Sia) 
Cd 


% 

defion to nignives the king's! wives, as well as that of 

therefore decided: that th 1e farft oppor 

‘ed J was to be fold: to another nation, 

Startled at his nse ation, I inftantly formed the re- 

folution hie king. my efcape, in cafe I fhould- be 
retufed the lary to Wepaks 

I accordingly applied to the king the next da 

mie t my travels; he anfw jib 


YOING 
CON > 


efente 


ng he ad appointed that day to take 
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& of the chafe, inwwhich I was, as uf fual, to accom- 
By him, and to carry for his ufe .a calaba f° of 
D ige a leathern bag of millet, anda javelin)! Bes 
jm our fetting out, 1 receiv =a orders not to {tray fo 
vito, nor to fuch a diftance from the ki King as’ [ «y 


§ as 
aftomed to do, that in cafe of Wes danser, I might 
it hand. to afift him. Our purf uit. this ‘aia Ly i 
ugh a wood to the weftward of the town, beauti- 
v MinerGhed with rifing grounds, and interfperfe d 
yfruit-trees: We had no fooner entered this wooc I, 
1 feigning to have been ‘attacked witha violent 
lic, | feated myfélf on one of the little eminences, 
/@ matter had no notion of any dec ception, and: taka’ 
,Bthe javelin, left me to repofe till he thould return, 
zall me. No-fooner had re difapp2zared, shake 
hging from my refting place, [uran with my 4 
itipeed in a northern dived tion, which I knew Je 
| Mountain at fome little diftance. .The eat 

nfe, and: my. thirft fo extreme that [ fuffered mu 
I would not nasela ax,my {peed, even to abespaet m 

i draught from my calabaflh.- After a race 
ns, Larriv ds on the iniiea of a river, 

‘wards learned, the Cayeto (fweet river! ye 
Jy it was not teo deep to ‘Be forded, 

2 croffed it with, fa! ety but inthe eagernefs of 


3 


es. was unmindful of any fteps, and: fruc! 


fo.-viclently 2gaintt.a fharp ftone at theb 


Ny fell down in the wate rj/and had: ‘the 

aja little inore Biren muft infallibly ave been 
wned; with fome ex pig ae oweve er, aa was able to 
iver myfelf, and quick! i the opp poli te brink s 
) thence I .ftill. hurried on, a id; though I faw 
ges on both fides, I avoided them with fo much 


care 


Thefe weapons, aré two inches broad, 

hy and pointed jat one end; they. are faft wi ith at oa 
ng poles, and gene erally carried. by hunters in that c, yuntry 
fend them, in eats any of the wild beafts thauld turn on 
» which they fometimes do when irvitated by w ounds. 
rare alfo borne by their warriers in battie, upor n which oc 
as the points are poifoned, 
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care that I efcaped the obfervation of the inhabite 
In the evening, having gained the recefles of a wh 
and the pain from the wound in my foot becon§, 
exceflive, I ftopped to reft for the night. I flept 
little, and in the morning was {carcely able to n 
my foot, the inflammation was fo violent; it had t 
ed to a kind of eryfipelas, and as I had fome of 
millet remaining, I determined to ftay where I wai, 
that day, and take care of my wound. JI applied {§ 
of the green leaves to it, and found they in a greaif} 
gree afluaged the pain. | 
The following day, the 1ft of December, I effi 
to walk, but could limp but flowly along; tow§ 
noon, however, I arrive at the town of Dref 
fituated on a rifing ground, and furrounded with ¢@ 
pafturage. It contains about two hundred and § 
huts, divided into four ftreets, the whole formir§ 
fort of crefcent. On my arrival I enquired for § 
mohwoia, and was immediately conducted to him, § 
received me with much kindnefs, which became § 
more marked on my prefenting. him with three gik§ 
Perceiving thewound in my foot, however, he ref § 
me admiffion into his hut, from the abfurd idea 
he might be infected with a fimilar complaint. 1 
with the fame inhofpitable rejection from all to w]f 
I applied, till at length an old man, who. fee\f 
to be fuperior to this prejudice, and was touched 1 
compafiion for my fituation, took me to his hut, § 
after having given me a draught of milk to refrefh | 
he proceeded to drefs my foot by binding round itd 
green leaves bruifed between two ftones. | 
The pain was fo much abated the following mi 
ing, that I determined to fet off, fearful I might, 
yet be out of the reach of purfuit: accordingly It, 
leave of my kind hoft, after beftowing a gilder ing 
turn for his attention. “I now bent my courfe to 
north-eaft, and about noon arrived at the vil} 
Akilah. Here the inhabitants feemed much inci 
to detain and treat me as a flave; my ragged af 
wounded foot, and long beard, not rendering my) 
peara| 
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_ Erance very prepoffeffing, was, I believe, the only 
_alon that deterred them ; and aftera very few hoursreft, 
41 obtaining a little milk, I again proceeded onward, 
@ thefe might not continue a fufficient prefervative. 
fving limped about a league further, at the entrance 
/)2 Barrow road, between two mountains, three ftout 
if iking men, to all appearance hunters, rufhed fud- 
“dily on me. They put fome queftions to me; as 
4 il as I could underftand the ufual ones, of whence I 
“ne, whither going, and to what nation I belonged. 
freplied that I was a native of the weft country, to- 
“Brds which I was now travelling: this did not feem 
Watisfy them ; they {till continued to interrogate me ; 
pt, as I did not comprehend, I did not attempt to 
mwer them. Two of them now laid hold of me, 
“ge by each arm, whilft the third took my calabath 
fm me; and leading me between the mountains, 
"Ry fhewed me a young wolf they had killed, and 
MHered me to take it up and follow them. With this 
‘Buifition I did not immediately comply, and in exe 
Bfe fhewed them my wounded foot: but this was to 
‘f purpofe, they infifted ; one of them even ftruck me 


through with it, if I did not inftantly do as they 
Puld have me. I was at length forced to comply, and 
‘Wing up the carcafe, was obliged to follow, though 
‘fa very flow pace, which from time to time they en- 

avoured to quicken by blows. 
“the path through which they led was overgrown 
Sth high rufhes; this, with the exceffive heat, the 
irthen I carried, and the pain of my wound, fo over- 
"wered me, that I feveral times funk, near fainting 
“the earth; I befought their compaffion, but with 
¥e moft hardened barbarity, by reiterated ftrokes 
Mey forced me to proceed till more dead than alive, I 
Wain found myfelf in the fame village I had quitted 
Mit a few hours before. Having laid down my load 
was defired to be gone; but, unable to walk, I fat 
‘wn near the hut of one of my perfecutors; but 
en this indulgence was inhumanly denied me, and I 
was 


Splint iia a cuelee 
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was forced with threats from thence. “Obliged ta | 
move, I crawled towards a hut, where, at noon, 14 
received fome milk, and the mafter'of which happe 
ed to be at that moment looking out of his-door 
{upplicated his pity, in return to which, he.atked | 
why I could not walk; I fhewed him my wound 
foot, and he prepared with promptitude to, aliift m 
but on perceiving my whole body. covered with blo ff 
(this, however, was partly that of the wolf which hi 
ran in ftreams down ny waiftcoat whilft.I carried 
his Intereft.was {till more ftrongly excited, and. hee 
prefied, by: his geftures, both, abhorrence and indign | 
tion again 


He brought out a fheep-tkib, and {pread it at the fro} 
of his hut, upon which he defired me to fit dowt| 
then, having clofely infpected my foot, he ipoke to 
girl landing by, who difappearing, quickly. returne} 
with feveral different kinds.of leaves: thefe. he, emi} 
mined: with care, and having felected fome, he {prea 
them over the wound, fattening. them round my foot I 
ordered fome milk and. meal to be given mi |) 
and treated. me in every refpect: as if I had been hill 
Countryman. A. bed was prepared :fot:me ina com } 
modious part of the hut, and fkins for-a Covering... gy 
During the fir hours of the night I could get mil), 
fleep ; partly owing to-the pain | felt, and’ partly tha i 
I entertained fome doubts. as to the fincerity .of am ] 
hoft;° but in this I did him. wrong; he was.a real phi | 
lanthropift, of which his fubfequent .condué to me} 
was a Convincing proof. Day had fearcely dawneg} 
when he arofe, and coming to me, enquired whethe | 
my pain was abated; 1 anfwered in the negative, al} 
which he feemed much furprized, having fuppofed 
that the leaves would have been more immediately, ef 
ficacious. He.then defired I would go on the outfide | 
of the hut, which I. -did, though icarcely. able to 
crawl: and on examining the. fore, be was -much 
alarmed to find it valily. worfe... He was not, however, 
long ata lofs, but fending for leaves of another kind, 
fomething of the willow Species, he. bruifed them bes, 


» tween, 


\ 
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Ht with fo much violence as nearly to deprive me of my 
Nenfes: he then bound the part which was moft {welled 
tery tight round with a leather thong, and made me lie 
Hown. ‘The pain being now lefs violent, I foon fell 
Tfleep. I did not awake till evening, when I found 
hat fome palm-leaves had been rolled round my foot, 
lvhich felt now confiderably eatier. It was eight days 
iowever before I could attempt to walk. 
“During the period of my confinement, a4 man one 
Fay caine inro the hut, to whom my hoft detailed all the 
articulars of the fituation in which he had found me, 
Bad dwelt with peculiar emphafis on the cruel treat- 
sent I had teceived from fome of the inhabitants; at 
Which the ftranger exprefled the utmoft indignation. 
PVhen he went away I was informed that he was the 
hohwoia, fon-in-law to my preferver; and that he had 
Beclared he would punifh my cruel tormentors in the 
Baoft exemplary manner. 

On the tenth day after after my arrival, I would 
lzain have proceeded on my journey, but the wife of 
ay benefaGor having been delivered of a*boy, I was 
Bequefted to ftay for the feaft, which was to take place 
in that occafion. I therefore poftponed my depar- 
ure till the day following; at which time t received an 
imple fupply of provifions. I this day paffed by three 
Pillages, and early in the evening reached the boundary 
Which divides this territory from that of the Seegerinss 


b took up my lodging for the night at Mukofa,a village 
: i aes c 1 °*}} = 
ituated on the fummit of a hill. 
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oy ‘that nation. =~ R; (flections on the flave- trade.—A t1ger= 


hunt defcribed.— P, urfues his journey.—Is taken srilene 


| 


and carried into the province of Por guhomat ( Ofila in the 
maps,) but treated with kindnefs there, —Some account of | 
that people.— Receives orders to march with a party to the \ 
tiers, on a hofttle expedition againft a-dealer in flaves, 


i, e . ee 
Short /eetch of the hiftory of the Seegerins. — Their national | 


charadter.— The author arrives at Mukofa, the firft Pasa | | 


zuho 2s Co ndud¥ing a lar ge Land.— In this attempt to deliver | 


the negroe 5, the author is himfelf taken prifoner and car= 


7 


ri country of the Sovians. — Defer iption of that nation— 
Similitude to the Angolan s.—— Difference between the we 


langu ages.-T he author becomes a cow-herd in the Service | 


ried uth them (Suffering 3 great hardfhips by the way) into | 


of the mani, whefe fourth wife conceiving a paffion for | 


him, and m nabing him ed ets to avoid her per fecutions 
he makes his efe ape.— Arrives in Angola.——Defeription 
of that kingdom.— pee: ance of the country——Its boun- 


daries and produce.——Hiftory of the revolutions it has ume 
de 


ie s money and papers by an e vanga (judge,) and is in 
danger of his life from the avarice and crueliy o ayy Ope 
preffor ; but delivered b Dy the uf fice and fh, humanity of the 


king — De feription of Mahaka, feated ov the river Coa: 


anza, where the king refides. 

rE“HE Seegerins are a nation equally indolent and 
poor; who fubfift chiefly by hunting. They 
were formerly poffeffed of a high deoree of paver and 
of very Nene dominions; but the almoft inceffant 
wars in wh ich they were engaged with their neighbours, 
and in which they were feldom fuccefsful, have by des 
grees deprived them, in a great meafure, of both. “The 
territory of which they are at prefent mafters is not 

han two days journey long, and about ones 
that extent in breadth; their population 
eight 


derg onde dis political con, hitution—T he king. —Cuftoms. | 


i aI my 3 Potionad drefs.—The ae seoibace of . 
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peioht thoufand fouls at the utmoftcalculat 
Bhuts of a miferable conftruction—merely foe p 

) ituck in, the ground and covered with Hohe. there are 

{eldom more than ten or twelve of thefe in what they * 
i call their villages. The natives are low in tt sae : their 
®colour rather incli ining to red than brown; their hair 
Bfhort and curled; and their nofes flat: aprons, rather 
hort, is their only clothing; they are reckoned 1 moft 
| jexpert markfinen, and are famed for hof pitality ; they 
Bhave, it is true, one reprehenfible bith Ww hich is 
Beven fanGioned ‘by their laws—that of robbing ftran- 
igers of their clothes, if thefe happen toe of any v2 
lue, as foon as they are gone from itd - their AOD». 
@they have no king; but the whole nation is Dntaleee the 
government of one ‘chief, whom they if koo 
)from a mountain which is fituated at t 


* fan “17 y 
Weifern €X- 


1 
itremity of their. territory, they bring all the (alt they 
pufe, and even a fuperfluity of this urticlé, which they 
Bbarter with other nations for different commodities. 
'Phey are frequently at war seve the Matamans; < 
ithe prifoners w hich fall into their hands in ai con- 


§ flicts are always exchanged with their other neighbours 
for fome on their produéts; and, by means of this 
Pkind of traffic, | come at length to be fed by 
|the European flave- merchants on the coait of SONgO. 
And now that. I have mentioned the flave-trade, it 
ay ot be here improper to fay a su words on that 
ifabie The original flave-dealers are Moors, who, in 
J Bein oe eth excurfions as far as he defart of Saha- 
ra, and’ through the interior of Africa, make a prac 
B tice of tealing children FOr ing ; of both 
I fexes, wh om they difpofe chiefs o diffe- 
irént nations, for cattle and grain ; - or for 
powder, and ball. Thefe ill-fated beit 
lated in esi rs by the chiefs, who f them in bands 
} of twenty, forty, or fixty together, the Portu- 
Bl sueze, Bye tiGhs, and Englith, the coaft, whither 
| they are driven like fo many ae of cé os not unfre- 
quently from the diftance of from te twenty days 


H2 journey, 
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journey, during which they are treated even worfe than 
they treat their cattle. 

Had id the commodities of Europe never been carried 
to Airica to tempt the rapacity of the natives, this f{pe- 
cies of . fic never would have been known amongtt 
theme's : and how muft every true friend to humanity 

thudder, when, in addition to this original evil, the 
ba irbarities to which thofe unhappy fufferers are expofed 
is taken into the account—barbarities inflicted by thofe 
who boaft of their reafon, and who call themfelves 
Chriftians, whilft in this part of their conduct they are 
even worfe than cannibals themfelves. : But not here 
alone; in how many other countries are thoufands 
bowed down beneath the yoke of flavery? In how 
many parts of the globe has the pure religion of Chrift 
been perverted to “the purpofes of opprefiion; 0 f de- 
grading free-born men ble their native dignity, and 
placing t them in a rank fcarcely fuperior to that of 
brutes, and this only for the deteftable end of am ailing 
ich €3, OF of acquiring unlawful power. Can it, there- 
fore, be wondered at, if amongitt nations where for 
thefe purpofes alone C briftianity has been attempted to 
be propagated by fire and fword, but where its tenets, 
thus sar graced, ‘have been wait rejected or afterwards 
abjured—can it, 1 fay, be wondered at that Chriftians 
are 1 Ghee turns the objects of hatred and perfecution 
to thofe men, when they ¢ chance to fall into their 
power; that ne pame itfelf fhould be looked upon as 

nymMous with that iS murderer, plunderer, or de- 
Fe Soe And yet thefe very people have been ftigma- 
sii as the cruelleft and bafeft of the human race, 
erely for having. retaliated upon a few Europeans 
wie inju rine. which: thoufands of their countrymen 
lave 7 iained | upon innumerable occafions. 

I will anfwer for mytelf, that 1 experienced very few 
hoe of bad treatment amoneft them; and now. by 
the Secgery is ] was received with kindnefs. ‘On my arrival 
in the village which L have already mentioned, a num- 
ber of people allembled about me, and conducted me 
to 


oe 


ob 


B) other nations di 
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to their chief, who immediately prefented me witha 
beverage, compoted « of water and a kind of juice ex- 
| tra&ted from plums, which he poured into it; after 
which he invited me to fit down. As they have many 
peculiarities in their languas ge, and their pronunciation 
even of thote words which ‘they have in cOmmon with 
iffers fo mate srially, I did not underftand 

| any of thie! numerous queéftions which they addreffed to 
/meé; and found it dificult to inform them whence I 
came and wh ‘th er I meant to go: to exprets the latter, 
I pointed to that part of the country towards which I 
Was travelling ; upon which they” ufed a variety of 
Be utes W hich feemed to fignity that they would ad- 


ae 


| vile me apa ee ok ng thither. 

ie Part of :t lowing day I employed in colle@ing 

i what information | could refpecting the countries 
tie in ios itty rnoon ac- 


| through which I was to pafs; anc 
| con spanied four men of t ill 
| to an adjacent wood. A tiger foon carne an view, 
| which ity determined fhould be their prey. I fhewed 
| alittle alarm at the Sig de tions they made for that pur- 
| pofe; but they laug! red at me, whilft they heona vaa in 
| their defign, which they actually had the good fortune 
} toaccomplifh without fecélving the flichteft hurt them- 
elves. Whilft two of them threw their javelins at the 
| beaft, the other two ftood ready, each holding a fpear 
bin his right hand, and in his left a piece of ftrong | lea- 
§ ther made of a buffalo or ele phant’s hide; the latter to 
| -beufed as a defence in cafe the tiger frou ld be only 
wounded and atte empt to att ack them, which really 
| happened, for, running towards them, he attempted to 
| feize the man next him by the throat; but, perfectly 
| undifinayed, he thruft the hand which was covered 
with leather into the mouth of the enraged animal, and 
deprived him of the power of biting, whilft with the 
| other he plunged t the fpear he held into his fide; when 
|} the other-three, rufhing upon him, quick y difpatched 
him. They ufe juft the faine procefsin the deftru¢étion 
of lions and wolves. 

On the 15th of December I left thefe people, ands 
H 3 purfuing 


7 
vitae 


paffed i es villag es in. my prc 
in the day raid not tb ay at 
ame to, which was calle 
an ets under a fine 
wanatora-Tree 4 ere the } t i e with 
one of ee offered me a piece 
a1 id bes en cut fore the carcafe 
t firft turned wu vith loath- 
lik ikely to obtain any 
muit OWn it tated 


number of tortoifes ; ns har 4 LER 4 


rites to gratity which 1 | determ 


a fire, prepar j 
HEE favourily as tem ted me to exc 
idence in eatin, vit; in.confequenc 
h ompofe nyfelf to reff til it towards 
morning ; when ne «into a fleep, which I had et 
ly en T was awoke by fomething 
; and, on raifing my felf alittle, I 
beheld a ferpent, which appeared to be about three ells 
{ thicknefs t, very bufily e eating the 
r, Struck with confternation and 
prung on my feet, and ran, without once 
nearly half,a mile. When I itopped, and) 
recalled my fceattered fenfes, IT miffed my, 
sot choofir 1g to leave it behind, J yore 


back 


* Pohbly a chalybeate water impregnated with vitriol. 

+ Thefe trees have long narrow leaves, pendant branches, 
the bloffoms red, and the fruit about the fize of a large pea, and 
of the fame g elobular form; when arrived at maturity, it contains 
a kind of fous of an excellent flavour; this the natives mak 
into cakes, which do not eat inferior to our bifcuits. 

t This fpecies of ferpent, of fuch di {proport ioned length a 
thicknefs, is probably peculiar to Africa; and is, ‘[ believe, un 
known to our naturalifts. 
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| back and found it untouched, but the ferpent was va- 


nifhed,. 

I now quitted the wood, and foon reached an exten- 
five plain; in one part of which Was fituated the village 
ef Ogtih, confifting of about thirty huts, As I had 
no intention of itopping here, thou; gh I was obliged to 
pafs through it, I walked on withou it alking any “quel 


tions, that f might eee the lefs notice; one of the in- 


“habitants, howe ver, by the tinetT reached the middle 


of it, had brought out a tortoife-fhell filled with water, 
mixed with the juice of Pues which he prefented me, 
together with a handful of the plums themicives; but 


no effort was made to detain me. 


I next came toa Bae of no great extent; a {mall 
river flowed through it, but the water wasi 

deiak ; it furnifhea me, eeaetane with fome fine muf- 
cles, on which I made a hearty dinner. Early in the 
evening I reac! hed the further boundary of the territory 
which Thad lately traverfed; it was formed by a long 
aad narrow chain of cragey mountains, too barren to 
afford me even a fingle plant or root for food. I paffed 
the night on one of the m, and went to reft rather un- 

confor tabl J with the cravings of hunger. 

Atan early bourin the morning I was roufed by the 
found of Birt an voices; and looking round, I beheld 
a band of about twenty armed men, who appeared to 
be an efcort to a number of prifouers that accompa- 
nied them, and # be were coupled together in pairs. 
On coming up to me, one of the guard | laid hold of me, 


and dragged me Bee xé the commander of the party, 


who, after looking at me fome time attentively, took 
off a iL eee ftrap which was faftened about his body, 
with which he bound my hands, and then ordered me 
to follow him. J was conftrained to do fo; and thus 
we proceeded over mountains and through valleys til 
the fun had nearly reached its meridian height; the 
armed men vociferoufly mirthful, whilft the prifoners 
feemed overwhelmed with dejection: About noon, we 
reached Eioyaha, where we {topped for fome time, but 
nad no other refrefhment than water. This isa large 

H 4 village, 
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rovince of Porguhomar, called in| 
maps Off rt were of this Sepa and: re- 
fided about half journey more to the north- 
ward, 

The country of Porguhomat is fituated at the diftance 
of about four days journey from the borders of Con- ff 
go. The foil is fertile, and its produéts various and | 
abundant. It is inhabited by a warlike people, who 
are firm and. fpirited in the defence of their frontiers. 
I was told by fome amongift them, that they are able to 
fend eighteen or twenty thoufand men into the field, 
but this I look upon as a vain boat; the one-half may 
be nearer the truth, for it is far from being thickly ine. 


habited, This nation was formerly in fubjection to 
he kings of Benguela, who drai: sed them of all their 
beit and braveft arias thefe intrep idly bore all the 
fatigues of war, but were eee with the bafeft inera- 
titude ; in the firft inftance, by exactions on the couti- 
try, when thé flighteft object made fupplies neceflary ; 
and when they were unable to anfwer thefe ee 
twenty and upwards of: their number at a time would 
be fold te the dealers in flaves. 
776, the old king Khiguan, who then 
throne, attempted a repetition of this 
but the nation revolted, deprived him of 
nd rendered themfelves in a manner indepen- 
e fon of the late king was, it is true, placed 
thr fone, but with certain reftridtions; the el- 
id are affociated with him in mc govern- 


their concurrence. Whilft the tyranny fe the ine 
lated, they fomented the quarrels which arofe between 
their fubjets, which they turned to their own accounts, 
by making a pretence of the mifdemeanors that had 
been committe d, to fell thofe-who had been guilty of 
them as flaves; never paying any attention to the res 
ymonitrances of their relations, or even to thofe of the 
intire nation. Under the prefent government, dif- 
putes are accommodated by the oldeft of the refpedtive 

families, 
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families, and the guilty parties. are punifhed publicly in 
|the open air. 

|. The inhabitants have many cuftoms in common 
‘with the neighbouring nations, but along: with thofe 
|) they practife others which are peculiar to themfelves ; 
i) fome of which muft raife them high in our eftimation. 
) The number of their women is comparatively few, fo 
i)that each man has never more than one wife; and 
| there have even been inftances where one woman_ has 
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been the joint property of two hufbands, and yet no 
‘difagreement fubfiit between them. Females are held 
‘in much more efteem, and treated with a greater de- 

gree of tendernefs, than amongft many of the other 
Pinations of Africa: the men attending equally to do+ 
Dimeftic arrangements, take upon themfelves the care of 

)the cattle, with many laborious’ offices; whilft the wo- 
D men drefs the viétuals, and prepare meal or grits from 
} the fruit of the mahatora-tree already defcribed. 

In language and drefs this nation bear a ftrong affi- 
nity to the inhabitants of the coaft of Congo. Boys 
}are circumcifed the day after they are born, upon 

® which occafion a feftival :is obferved; male children. 
| 


§ being much more highly valued than female: I have 
® feen mothers furrounded by a train of twelve, fome- 
§ times eighteen fons, which procures them an extraor- 
dinary degree of honour.* I was very particularly 
| pleated with the manner in which children are treated, 
} and the kind of education they receive amongft this 
1 people. Thé inftruction of a child commences as 
) foonas he is able to fpeak, and is undertaken by his 
} grandfather if he be ftill living; and if not, by his fa- 
1) ther, who commences his leffons by bringing him ac- 
) quainted with the nature and properties of the different 
} kindsof plants and fruits, pointing out fuch as are whole- 
}) fomeand good for food,and teaching him to diftinguifh 
)) thofe thatare pernicious ; his induftry is alfo exercifed by 
1) being early employed in weaving rufh mats; and, as he 
}) grows older, to affift in the performance of domeftic 
i! offices. ‘So far girls are equally infltra&ted with the 
| boys ; but the latter are particplarly trained to hunting, 
HS and 
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and incited to exertions of addrefs and courage, and to 
acquire ftrength and agility by bodily exercife. He 
who kills an elephant is no longer numbered in the 
clafs of boys, but in that of the men. 

Although all ftrangers entering their country from 
any other motives than thofe of traffic, are looked upon 
as flaves, yet they are treated with kindnefs, nor is any 
attempt made to fell them, the flave-trade being heldin 
abhorrence by this people, who ufe every effort to ref 
cne fuchas have been purchafed by neighbouring nas 
tions, witha view of difpofing of them again ; and 
when they hear that any flave-dealers are conducting 
any of thofe unhappy victimsthrough any part of their 
territories, or near their borders, bands are generally 
fent out to intercept them; the efcorts are difperfed or 
deftroyed, and the flaves becoming their property, in- 
ftead of being treated as fuch, are admitted members of 
the nation. They flew equal kindnefs to prifoners of 
war, who, if they choofe it, may alfe be incorporated 
as a part of their community. 

From the village where we had firft topped, we 
proceeded direétly to’ that of Soltaho, the refidence of 
the king; where L was delivered up to this nomimal fo- 
vereign, with many ceremonies, ..He-received me kind-= 
ly ; gave immediate orders that my hands fhould be un- 
looted, and a piece of € #shant’s flefh roafted to. be 
given’ me; I was then conduéted to alshut to lodge 
in.’ The other prifoners were alfo treated with the 
utmoit humanity by the anhabitants, amongtt whofe 


huts they were diftributed. 
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After having refided here about a month, I obferved 
that the inhabitants began to treat me with more cool- 
nefs: this 1 foon learned proceeded from their having 
formed the conclufion that ]. muft be Amambuhaya 

Portugueze). I ftill, however, enjoyed my liberty, 
and the fame flattering preference as at fir; and when 
the matter came to be mentioned to me, I was affured, 
that though a Portugueze, I fhould be much better 
treated than their countrymen had been by mine. | 
took infinite pains, and at laff fucceeded in convincing 
the Julia (king) that I was not a Portugueze, but 
achkehrey (oriental) and that my countrymen were even 
at enmity with Portugal. This produced every effe& I 
could wifh; I became a ftill greater favourite, and from 
this time flept in the king’s own hut, and hada fheep- 
fkin of a fuperior kind given me. 

I employed-my leifure time in little amufing occupa- 
tions, which might at the fame time be ufeful to the 
snhabitants. 1-made a fort of potter’s wheel, and 
fhewed them the European manner of making earthen- 
ware ; as 1 obferved that theirs worked by the hand coft 
the women great labour, and that the veffels thus 
formed were fo brittle, that-none of them lafted more 
than three or four days. J alfo conftruéted a {mall 
oven; and fhewed them, that meat put in pans and 
baked in this, tafted much better than when roafted on 
the coals. Thefe, with many fimilar good ofhces, pro- 
cured mea confiderable degree of re{pe&t amongft the 
natives. Yet notwithftanding this, [I frequently fuf- 


fered much from hunger ; they are themfelves moft fru- 
gally temperate, and I fared no better than they. “They 
never confumed above a quarter of a pound of meal 
or grits a day each perfon, with a quarter or at mott 
half a pound of flefh-meat; and milk was by no means 
plentiful. Several months had now elapfed fince I had 
taken up my refidence amongft thefe people, wnen 2 


occurrence of a remarkable nature transferred “ me 


— 


another nation, called Sovians *. 
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On the 17th of June, 1785, two flaves arrived at 
_the village of which I was become a refident; they 
had effected their efcape from amongft a band of fel- 
low-prifoners, who, under the efcort of a ftrong body 
of Sovians, were on their way to Benguela, where they 
were to be fold: thefe refugees further reported, that 
on the 19th this troop, confifting of thirty flaves, with 
their guard, would pafs near the frontiers of this coun- 
try. In confequence of this information, preparations 
were immediately made for a force from the village to 
advance and intercept them, with a fixed determination 

to difperfe the efcort, or to take them prifoners, together 

with the band of flaves under their condua@. Expedi- 

tions of this kind were not at all uncommon with this 

nation; and I was informed, that even againft the An- 

golans, though diftant a journey of eight days, they 

were very frequent; and that they particularly exerted 

themfelves to deftroy their flave-trade, as well as that of 
the Sovians. 

I had already accompanied many different parties, 
which had been fent out merely for the purpofe of 
watching over the fafety of the frontiers; but I now 
received orders to prepare for a hoftile attack upon the » 
enemy. Accordingly, on the evening of the 17th, a 
body, confifting of feventy-four men, began their 
march: ene halt of this number were armed with ja- 
velins, and a kind of {pears which they ufe in hunting, 
the reft carrying battle-axes. 

We marched the whole of the night in a north-eaft 
direction, without once ftopping; clambering over 
mountains and traverfing woods. In the morning we 
halted fora few, hours on the fummit of a fteep emi- 
nence; and from thence proceeded to a village called 
Wakulaho, fituated on its declivity, and which belonged 
to the nation of which I was now an auxihary : twenty ad- 
ditional men here joined our party ; and werecommienced 
our route {till in the north-eaft line. In the evening we 
crofled a {mall river, on the further bank of which we 
repoted ourfelves till night came on, when we again fet 
forward. -Aefunerife we came within fightof a village; 
here 
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ere my conipanions determined to make a fearch, and 
ndeavour to gain fome intelligence as to the arrival of 
he expected band. My feet, and thofe of two others 
# the combatant , had” béen fo wounded with our 
arch that we were unable to proceed ; we therefore 
sceived orders from our leader, who was named Kydo- 
lol to remain in the place where we now retfted, till 
aey fhould return, after having gone through their in- © 
ended infpection at the village. We were much re. 
iced at this permiffion; ‘and as foon as our friends 
ere gone, ftretched ourfelves beneath an overfhadow- 
1g rock, to wait their again joining us. Evening 
ame, which was the time we had been taught to ex- 
ect them: but no perfon yet appeared; we therefore 
‘moved to a fituation nearer to the village, where we 
afled the whole night without any fhelter, and without 
Paring any thing of our party; in the. morning, 
Jerefore, we determined to enter. the village itfelf in 
arch of them, oe here we found them not; neither 
ould we ae the leaft intelligence whither they had 
me: we ftill proceeded 3 in our r purfuit ; and before we 
id got cae came to two roads, both of which being 
farked with frefh-trod footfteps, we were at a lois 
hich to take; after confulting together on this exi- 
jnce, we agreed. to feparate, which we accordingly 
id, one of my companions taking the north-eaft di- 
ition, whilit” myfelf and the other went towards the 
if 
‘When we had walked about half a league, we loit 
# trace of any road; but proceeding in the fame di- 
ition, we at length reached a village, through which 
aw party muft neceflarily pafs: here too we found our 
impanion, from whom we had parted a few hours be- 
te. We requefted flielter for the night from an old 
fan, whichhe readily granted; we then retired to reft ; 
ht about midnight were roufed by a violent noife e and 
hftle which arofe fuddenly in the village. I Phinkit ng 
tis might be occafioned by the arrival of our friends, 
* haftened out to thew ourfelves tothem; in this con 


jture, however, we were unfortunately miftaken ; for 
. we 
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we fouiid it was the enemy againft whom we had con | 
out with fuch hoftile intentions, and who had gained inte | 
ligence of thofe intentions early enough to change the 
sala and thus arrived at this village without any mia) | 
er of obftruAion. They made us their puibae at | 
eanded off befides fome young women of the villas} 
With our new conductors we continued our progre| 
through the whole of the following day; fometim| 
over fleep mountains, at others through over hada | 
ing woods. | 
Towards night, we ftopped at a village called Brht | 

h Os which was fituated within the territory of the$} 
Here we prifoners were all brought beforeit | 
judg e) by whom our fupper was ordered | 

ne of a kind of vetch, called medabahat, wi 

om the lodging affigned us for the night W) 
pretchedly uncomfortable ; fixty perfons being Crow | 

1 toget her into one hut: it could not be imag | 
that an 1y one enjoyed the refrefhment of {leep. | 
morning, we were all bound in divifions of three tog | 
and thus marched onwards. ‘The roads Wi | 
mely rugged, and moft of us had got our feet | 
nceatd and the wounds were fo painf ful, as rendel | 
sfolutely unable’ to proceed. further. We hall| 
for the night in the open air; for though w en | 
es on every fide, our leaders would not vent | 
iny ee them; for as they expected to be attack | 
1ey it this would be a much more advantage: 
fituation. —T hofe villages which were now in view! | 
hibited every appearances of poverty ; few of th 
confifting of more than fixteen or twenty low, {qua 
ill-conftruéted rate covered over with pathes, 

Soon after midnight, we were again in motion. 1 
noon our courfe was purfued over “fandy plains, wh 
brought us at length toa {mall town. Here them: 
ordered that we fhould be conduéted to a hut, andi 
bands to be taken off; after which a little mea mi | 
is peas, and fome milk were given us. The feel] 
any of my fellow-prifoners were fo much fwelled, 

fe render them totally unable to walk ; the foles of || 
a 
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own, were vaty much bliftered, and my legs torn in 
Hmany places by thiftles.. Each of us ufed the means 
we thought the beft to allay our pains, and effect acure; 

and I could perceive that many, of the natives v iewed 
our fufferings with a high degree of commiferation. 

e The cuftoms and manners of this nation are perfectly 
fimilar to thofe of the Angolans; w ‘hom they alfo re- 
femble in. their religion, drefs, and mode of life: the 
Tanguage i is the only point in which any degree of dif- 
fimilari ity fubfitts ; ‘and; even in that it is but very 
flight. The dialect of the Offlians is :alfo very 
much the fame as thefe two, except that in the former 
the letters]. u. g..h, w, are never pronounced, and in- 

deed feldom occur. . 1 will here cite a few inftances. 
OSSILIAN. WORDS. 


| As wyiilen. As pronounced. 
| Engalo, Enalo, Wild boar. 
Fi Aloagia, Alaia, Zebra-cat. 
1 . Pongo, Pono, Baboon. 
i Ouvanda, Ovanda, Rice. 
| Ogheghe Oie, >lums. 


| The Sc ariasis, on the contrary, give. thele letters a 
Svery full and harfh found: E inggalo, Algaggia, Pongg 
s} §=Bur to return to the flaves. On the 2 23d we were ml 
Naflembled on a green fpace immediately contiguous to 
Hthe town; where each were, minutely examined, to dif- 
Hcover whether they had any defects whi h might pre- 
P vent their faleas flaves; a healing ointment was, at the 
H fame time, applied to the feet of fuch as were wound- 
bed. J was narrowly infpected. in my turn ; and the 
Pmani, in addition to this examination, demanded if I 
Swere a Chriftian: I anfwered no; that 1 was an Ori- 
ental. After this ceremony was over, thirty of the 
Hprifoners, who had been feleGted from the reft, and 
‘amoneft whom were fix women and two young girls, 
Piwere fent to a feparate hut; myfelf,and the reit who 
‘remained, being conduéted back to that we had occu- 
ipied the preceding night. 
|...On the third day after, both parties were ordered to 
(Mahpangoh, all except a young Matamanian, un- 
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commonly handfome in his perfon, and myfelf, whom | 
the mani detained in his own fervice. I was ems} 
ployed as his fhepherd: “but the Matamanian being| 
better acquainted with the country, was not. trufted | 
to roam thus at large; was appointed to cut wood of | 
make mats, which kept him nearer home. My fel-| 
low fhepherd was a native of Benguela, a voluntary | 
flave, having fold himfelf to our mafter merely for his} 
fubfiftence. The flock’ committed to our care, cons| 
fitted of feventy fheep and twenty-feven goats} 
thofe we drove each day to different pafture grounds, | 
to the diftance of a league round the town; and in the| 
evening brought them back to be penned in a hut! 
appropriated for that purpofe, and in which we flept} 
ourfelves. We every morning received a handful of} 
millet-meal, and a pot of milk each, for our day’s § 
provifion : but this was fo far from being fufficient fo | 
fatisfy our appetites, that we endeavoured to make out | 
the means of doing fo by privately milking the ewes | 
and goats. My companion and I were on the moft| 
friendly terms. 
The mani was himfelf a man of the kindeft and} 
moft benevolent difpofition; but he had fix wives, | 
who were on the contrary extreme, rude, ill-natured, | 
and quarrelfome. Befides this, the fourth wife, who! 
was called Natahar, when fhe caine a-milking,took it in| 
her head to make love to me; ufing every artifice to fes 
duce me: but I feigned not’to ‘underftand her advances, 
My companion, lefs wary and more complaifant, | 
allowed himfelf to be led away by her allurements, 
which he took no pains to conceal from me, encow- | 
raging her paffion even in my prefence. When this ins | 
famous woman found that all her arts and fchemes| 
were ineffetual to gain me, her love was converted f0 | 
the moft rancorous hatred, and fhe feemed to be me: | 
ditating the means of getting me out of the way, left} 
I fthould expofe> her conduct to her hufband, Gt] 
which the feverett punifhment would have been the | 
confequence. She even mentioned to my fellows| 
flave, that fhe was refolved to get rid of me; this he} 
immediately | 
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H 
ie Amediately communicated tome, and advifed me to 
be upon my suard. I was now rather alarmed, and 
began to deliberate on the meafures beft for me to 
wif purfue to efcape her machinations. l knew that as 
an Oriental, for which I paffed amoneft them, fhe 
could not fell me for a flave; but then fhe might have 
iy (Ne delivered to the Portugueze at the price of a large 
;franfom, which I fhould probably be obliged to repay 
"by many years of fervitude and hard labour*: orl 
Bi | thought 
|. * Had I been ranfomed by the Portugueze, I muft have 
lll ferved as a foldier for feveral years, to repay the fum thus ad~ 
all vanced for me, and fhould befides have been expofed to the 
funarfheft treatment, had ‘I refufed to become a member of the 
ri/@Roman Catholic communion. | It has been afferted, hut totally 
+, | without foundation, that the Portugueze, the Englifh, and 
Wi Dutch, often refcue unfortunate Europeans from flavery, in 
tt prder to reftore them to their refpeGtive native homes. It is 
lem fo proof that perfons have been flaves, though they thew cru- 
bifixes, names, or figures marked on the arms: thefe badges 
“Dire eafily attained, for any. failor on board any fhip will make 
Te chem for the reward of a glafs of brandy or a piece of tobacco. 
The operation is performed by firft binding the part to be fo 
{gi marked very tight; three or four pins or needles are then 
ied together, and with the points of thefe, fmall wounds are 
made through the fkin in whatever figure is defired, and after- 
wards rubbed with gunpowder, which gives them a blueifh 
Wi vat. The names St. Jago, St. Helena, St. Clare, the Cape, 
ki fee. is often thus inferted.. Several perfons may remember dif- 
nislerent. men,. who. fome years fince travelled about Saxony 
Had other countries with a feigned account of their having 
“een flaves in Africa, where, to diftinguifh them, they faid 
They were marked with figures of this defcription. Two of 
ml) hefe I recollect myfelf; one a chimney-fweeper from Silefiay 
noe wamed Weifhaapt, the other a journeyman. baker of Saxony. 
Thefe perfons might poffibly have been in flavery, but that only 
it the Cape or elfewhere on» board the gallies, as a punifhment 
orfome mifdemeanors, At the expiration of their limited term 
of punifhment in this way at the Cape, each perfon receives 
yi iwenty gilders for his journey, and is fent to Holland. 
| An equally hard fate would have awaited me, had I been I 
‘| ftanfomed by a merchant on the coaft, for him Im uft alfo have 
Wy) epaid with feveral years of fervitude ; perhaps employed in 
l"P hard) labour. Many Europeans are at this moment languifhing 
la flavery, whe, fhipwrecked on the coafts ef Africas sane 
. fallerm 
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hou ght as not impoffible her revenge might even carpi 
ler to poifon me? - ‘To avoid the latte 1 fate | 
] every “hy exchanged the portion of, provifion | 
I received for that of my companion; but in order § | 
eet wholly free- from her perfec utions, 1 decided upe) 
flight as the fureft means. 

As I had the fulleft confidence in my fellow-fhep| 
herd, J'imparted my defign to him; when, with th 
utmoft readinefs, beh ee ite i me his. beft offices to 
wards its executior d to perfuade him to fh] 

companion in the et edie but -he had-not ex} 
to encounter the difficulties, nor courage || 
the dangers attendant cn ‘it.. I. now beg: un ti | 


sf 
y degrees for my departures 2 ga thered va 
s kinds of fruits, which J ¢ 


pes ers re 


moon for 

he iihabieanes: ia ftent | 

tay at home to celebrate a feftival ; fo thai! 
be no danger of {traggling parties to im, 
bt my sod 
day, which happened to be thy] 
th oF Oa yber, at le ou arrived, In the morning | 
been concerted between us, we drove oul! 

to the northward of the town,: as I had for fom. 

* tates been accumulating the provifions for my journey 
beneath the fhelter of a wood in that dire@ion, — & 
foon as the women had done milking, ‘and were 1, 
Cures ; 


fallen into the hands of the nativ es, and bee by them given uy 
for ranfom, or yr; ather Joli, as it maybe called, to the Euro, 
pean fattoric ‘sy where they are in truth placed upon aleve | 

1eir r slaves 5 nor are ever reftored to liberty, before they | 
have repaid their mR by the hardeft labour. The Enghff 
beaft much of the large fums they pay for the redemption @ | 
unfortunate captives; but this is only to tranfport to their @ 
lonies, and thus rob them dai promifed joy of wifiti ng theit 
native land. ~ Thus alfo a€ the Dutch, Many of thefe “ie 
tunate beings have been be carried to their colonies dad 
iands, 


+} 
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Pod 


[ jjined to the village, I.caught up my depofite, and 

Hok leave of my companion. 

7 1 ran with my fleeteft {peed through the wood; nor 
iid 1 flacken my pace when beyond its limits 5 till 
i “ter about two hours travelling, 1 came to a chain of 
jountains ftretching from north. to fouth. I now 
Welieved. L was beyond t the danger of purfuit, there- 
ore ventured to fit down at the foot of one of the 
yountains, -and regale. on fome of my dried fi ‘uit. I 
nd learned the geography of the country, and knew 
had only three ‘Villages ; to pats before I ‘fhould aes 
ne fro: ntiers of Angeles which is at the diftance of 


r\ 


i 


i 


pout four days journey from where | now was. As T 
fas eating my meal, and refting my {felf, I ha prec to 
es my ey es towards the weft, when i faw three lions 


k 
ancuig  majeitically towards me. None of this 
ag es of animals had ever yet attempted to annoy 


ne, itis true; yet 1 nos meaabengat it molt prudent to 
poure my sites by flight; I therefore. ran part of the 
vay up the mountains: ‘on my ftopping, and again 
pking out, 1 perccived they»had gone on towards 
he ealtward, wit hout taking any further notice of me. 

vIn my progrefs this day I I faw oreat variety of fruits ; 
a as 1 had a fufficient ftock to laft me for fome 
ime, and did not know that fome of thefe might not 
i of a noxious nature, I did not pluck any of them. 

found fome tortoifes, however, and finding ! fome 
beat wood in the recefles of the rocks, lighted. a fires 
i roafted them; made a hearty fupper; and after= 


3 
wards enjoyed uninterrupted repote e during the whole 


of the night. 

» On the follewing morning I refumed my journey, 
ind before mid- day reached a valley uneéminonly 
proad, and watered by a {mall river which wound its 
fe through it. I refted myfelf for fome hours on the 
Poanks of Feet {ftream ; and took from my waificoat 
three gilders, t that 1 might have them ready in cafe of 
jany emergency. I faw fome villages in the diftant 
Pview, but thele 1 avoided as much as 1 could; my 
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fruit bei ing not yet near exhaufted, nor had I hithe | 
Found any fcarcity of water. ae | 
Karly i in the e evening I. came.-near another vil] a¢ | 
which I would ‘alfo have wifhed to pafs uno a dferve | 
but I had already been defcried } by feveral people, w)| 
haftening to meet me, preffed: me to enter it; I ther} 
fore accompanied them; and on my firft arrival, alk} 


for a little ‘nae be vhich ¢ was immediately brotie! ht mm 1 
f then enquired for the m when the one to whom 
gps *d my felf anfwered that he was the perfon. || 
en entreated his hofpitality, to which he replie ; 
« ia you hav already experienced.” Upon this | 
defired permiffion to ftay that night in the village: @ J 
you are not a Chr ri{tian you may,” returtied he | 
aman Arab,” faid I: “wherefore are you'come h 
ther ? pie Aeieiin: to {teal our flaves.’ That | fhe 
not; I only with for leave to travel ean ta mi 


‘ 
q 


native country.” ‘“* How far is that from hence?” i 
mult travel four moons longer towards the eaft.’”? ©] 
you are nota ada Sea? repeated he, you fhall | flee | ' 
in my hut unmoletted by any perfon; in the’ mea | 
time, fit down here.” I then feated my felf Oppolit | 
to the hut door: for fome time the may} viewed m | 
vith fixed attention, and at length. demanded 
and by what means I had acquired the langyage 
country. I replied, that I had reGded:for three month | 
with a king of one ak the nations, from whom 
met with the bindatt treatment. 

I was here an objec of much curiofity ; till mid inigh | | 
the inhabitants:in fucceflion came to vilit me; puttin | 
various queftions to me; and dome of them froin 
my {kin with their handse ; but there was cia tha | 
could offend me in-their behaviour; and ] flept after | 
wards undifturbed in’ the further extremity of the hut 
In the morni ng, when fetting off, I received fome mea | 
from the mani, who alfo advifed me to freer my court} 
to th 1e eaftward; as 1 the northern direG@tion I fhoule| 
ized to pafs through an extenfive fore, much in. | 
ay bands of wandering Angolans, by whom 4] 
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iefould run the rifk of being feized; and in that cafe 
Bisinly ill-treated. I fteadily adhered to my original 
oe however, notwithftanding this fugsettion, conti- 
if ring my route directly north; and having pate very 
¢, (rar another. Sovian village, fay entered the. fore 
f wich j is half a day’s journey over, and sets fome- 
ng in as orod ef a crefcent from north-eatt to 
uth-welt : it is interfected by a {mall pea which 
ms the boundary between the territory of the Sovians 
ithe kingdom of Angola. Jt was evening when I 
Doted this. river, nearly exhaufted with fatioue and 
trft; I refrefhed my felf therefore with fome OF 3 its €xs 
re lent water, and ftretching myfelf on the bank, refted 
y weary limbs and determining to go no further that 
si enjoy ved the moft comfortable repofe. 
"Qn the morning of the 15th, I emerged from the 
od into a charming plain, where the grafs was of an 
spore height and luxuriance. Towards noon, 
” all approached a 1 fmaller wood, I met ten men of the 
(Mion of Matamba, who, I fourid, were dealers in 
= They accofted me with much civility, and afked 
fome queflions, which, from what I could compre- 
dnd of them, feemed ‘to relate to the object of my 
yjerney. I aruered them as well as I could, and per- 
(i@ived they underftood me, for they ceafed to interro~ 
wgje me, and endeavoured to perfuade me to join their 
“pay. I excufed mytfelf, as they were going to the 
Mitward, whereas my way lay to the north. They 
‘th tin prefented me with fome meal, and we parted juit 
i Biethe village of Galitz, which is the firft belonging 
itt the kingdom of Angola, that prefents itfelf to the 
, jtveller by the route I “purfued, a and is very popu- 
” lle S. 
» On entering it, I immediately enguired for the habi- 
: ton of the mani, that I might put myfelf under his 
yptetion. He received me with a kind of furly 
I ;, Paghneds, and was about to difmifs me without any 
,,@ler towards hofpitality, but on my produci: ig thre 
| gilers for his acne tings, he became more courteous, 
(mre me forne milk and meal; to which he.added fome 
. 9 dried 
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dried pears ; and fhewed me to a hut to ion tt m, whieh | 


i ever, was ‘only ‘that’appropriated ‘to his theep. an | 


goats. 


extent far eatt to weft, and ten from north to {out 


The face of the country is finely diverfified with {tee J 


mountains and fertile valleys, barren’ rocks) and th} 
richeft pafture grounds; whilft the ‘foil in’ many parts| 
teeming with fpontaneous abundance, feems ‘to’ afl; 
only for the hand of vinduftry; in others, to’ blefs’ th} 
inhabitants not merely with competence butfuperfiuity 
but, too indolent to turn to advantage the gifts held ou| 
tf them by bounteous nature, they “ule no exertions | 
eldem Jooking beyond the fuftenance of the pre(e i 
ay. Many conic terable ftreams flow in different di | 
rections throu: gh this country, but its principal rivera | 
the Bambo, which is of great extents it forms tha’ 
boundary towards the north which divides this king | 
dom from that of Congo; and branching out into nt | 
merous arms, it waters and ertilizes large tracts 6} 
country on either fide. Angola to the eatt bord ers OF | 
the kingdom of Matas to the fouth on Beneuel) 
and Sova, and on the weft it is wafhed by the fea., 
The chief produé cts of the country are falt-petre, fil | 
ver, and tins ivory is alfo an article‘in ‘wii ch } 


a 


The kingdom of ‘Angola is fourteén davis} journey hd 


| 
q 


ereatly about ids ; together with the fkins of the ele! : 


phants and various ld beafts; all of which the Por! 
ete ze are at great pains to obtain from the nativesit! 
excha nee for European commodities. Wild animal | 


of é€v ery def{cription are in fuch Sth in every partya§ 


to favour the natural indolence of the inhabit: nts, w ho fl 
from this caufe, negleét even the breeding of : cattle J 
and fubfift chiefly on what they oc caficually kill | 


hunting. The elephant and rhinoceros, in particular 
are to be feen in numerous herds, wandering at large § 


as if perfectly at home. 

The kings of Angola had for a lone per iod of tim} 
been held in vaflalage by thofe of Congo; but the pre 
fent fovereign, afferting his independence, has throw!| 


off the yoke, ‘and by that: means endeared himfelf Hi 
hij 
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his fubjeGis, who look up to him with refpect and 
ifteem, and are ever ready to defend him; even wo- 
nen and children taking the field when war ‘is 
jeclared acainft him. His ofual train confifts of twen- 
y-four manis, fifty priefts, and a guard of two bun- 
ited and fifty foldiers, who carry mufkets, which they 
ife with great expertnels, and which they obtained in 
n attack on a body of Portugueze in 1763: ‘There 
te two manis appointed to the fuperintendance of every 
arger town; the villages have but one each; none of 
hele, however, can’ pafs judgment in any edule’ the 
wroceedings muft all be laid Ase the king, who is 


Mone empowered to decide. At the time a my vifiting 


1g 
he country, ne monarch was about thirty-fix years 
old; his drefs was a pair of bh ue pantiloons, with a red 
tloak made of an inferior t ind of cloth. He isan 


ery to the Portugueze, and through their means al! 
Fhriftians are compre! ehended in this enmity : from this . 
baufe he throws every 11 pu he can in their wav, 


By prevent their traffic with his fubjeéts; and feems 


duly to wait the favourable moment, to put an entire 
top to their entrance into his domiaien’s 
The military force of the kingdom confifts of fifty 


houfand foot, very well lL difch plined ; they have no ¢ca- 
valry, owing to the fearcity of | horfe és; the great num- 
Yr 


I 
1 


are made ufe of to tranfport the 
army is on its march. The king j 
Hidience in the open air, furrounded by hi is b< ody etiard ; 


| 


i! 


ver of wild beafts preventing their increafe. Buffaloes 

bagease when the 

en serail ly gives au 
te 

the oficers with their {words drawn. Thefe laft he 

ftiles fide leos *, and the guard itfelf mocarani (choicelt 


foldie ers) though never employed in the field... The 


¢ 
< 
} 
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priefts are cal led coango, and are next ‘in rank ‘to the 
King; the stombocado (chief Judges) are the next an 
precedence ; before thefe the mani are. obli iged to lay 


their reports of caufes, to be pe {tigated previous to 


their being carried to the king for his final determina- 


TTOM ? 
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* A™Portugueze term fignifying noblemen. 
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tion; the priefts, thofe are generally employed to prefent 
them to him, 

The Angolans cannot be called idolators, though the 
fun and moon. are the chief objects of their worthip s : 
every Change of the latter is celebrated as a feftival, at 
which time no hunting parties take place. Whenever 
thunder-{torms. arife, penitential obfervances are en= 
joined, for then they believe the great Lord is ine 
cenfed. Upon thefe occafions they abftain from all 
kinds of food; and quitting their huts, particularly if 
the ftorm hay ppen in the night, they proftrate thems 
felves with their faces to the earth during the whole of 
its continuance; when quite Over, their expiatory 


felf-denials Gaya anee: The conclufion of their har 


veft is celebrated by feafts and rejoicings, which laft for: 
three days. Although they have no knowledge of the) 
true God, yet circumcifion, with its attendant reli< 
gious rites, is practifed amongft them. Divine worthip 
is alfo publicly performed in “huts a appropriated for that 
purpofe, and on days fet apart by their priefts. 


The hci tion of their domeftic economy is very 


fimple : they are very {paring in their diet, though nae 


ture has fo amply fipahad them with beafts of the’ 


chace, and with abundance and variety of fruits. Ina 
very few places is agriculture practifed ; ; where it 1s) 
Indian corn, barley, and a fpecies of millet are the 
grains fown: their gourds.and water-melons are of the 
fineft kind. Mufcles are a favourite food; and they 
will fometimes go miles in fearch of them. 

M larriages are here folemnized with many ceremo- 
nies ; the couple to be united feat themfelves on the 
ground, and a prieft bleffes them with certain myfti¢ 


9 
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fon ms, vhiok none underfland ; he then walks feveral” 


times round them with a ftaff, for the purpofe of driv= 
ing aw ray the evil fpirit; after which, a. fire being: 
kindled by both families, the ftaff is burnt to afhes, and: 
in that ftate mixed with milk, which the prieft bleffes, 
and then delivers to the bride and bridegroom, who 
{wallow it. This is fuppofed to favour fecundity, and 
avert evil. Polygamy is fanétioned by the laws, and 
i8 
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is very cuftomary ; divorces are forbidden; but wo- 
men are frequently compelled by bad treatment to 
quit their hufbands. 
| Great care is beftowed by this people on the educa- 
tion of children; they are inftru&ed | by the priefts ix 
reading, writing, and in the knowledge of the laws and 
religion of their country. By way of paper they ufe 
He ikins of certain animals, which they cover over 
with foot mixed with greafe; in this the letters are in- 
dented with fharp- pointed bones, which they employ 
as p pens. Scholars are inftruéted in the Open air; and 
T obferved amongft the children a much greater degree 
of attention than is generally to be feen in our Ger- 
man f{chools. Every boy is looked upon as belonging 
ro the king; and, as they erow up, he has them trained 
‘o the ufe of arms, On y vieldibe them up fathers. re- 
peive a recompenfe; for example, a year’s fubfiftence 
is. allowed in return for each grown-up fon thus fur- 
hithed. ‘Lo provide for this heavy expenfe, a third of 
the produce arifing from the chace, from the harvett, 
tom fpoils taken in war, ae in fhort from every kind 
of gain, is allowed to the kin 

here 1s no fixed mod aT Gok amongft the Ango~ 
ans. Some wear nothing more than aprons made of 
balm-leaves; to thefe others add cloaks made of an or- 
dinary kind of afh-coloured c cloth, purchafed from the 
Portugueze, aud many of them have the fkins of be i 
thrown acrofs their backs. Their hair is of the tho 
curly kind, and they wear ornaments of various k ie 
Ihroug *h it, fometimes ak Seay, rofaries, or other 
vinkets farnithed them by the Portugueze. “They 
daub their cheeks with a kind of Parte fome red, 
others blue. Their nails are never cut, and thofe-who 
with to fet themfelves off to the beft ads vantage, pre 
lerve them carefully from being broken; fo that their 
Nogers bear a flrong refemblance to the talons of an 
a -acle, 
g. Towards ne natives of all the African territories 
‘ Angolans are extremely hofpitable; but the name 

nm 


bf Chrittiar iS “i ficient th debar him who bears it 
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even from a night’s lodging amoneft them; nor do they 
willingly | permit any {uch to,advance into the country. 
Ais a preventive to their doing {o, they fend the coms 
modities. they wifh to have exchanged with the Portu- 
gueze down to the fea-coaits on the backs of buffa. 
loes, ibs in like manner tranfport the European goods 
thus obtained to the habitations of the -parchafers, 
‘T'wice tn, every year the Portugueze factories eftablifh- 
ed at rae and Gambaba are obliged to fend a de- 
putation to the king to deprecate his refentment, which 
they fo frequently incur by the practice of kidnapping 
his { fubjects, for the purpo le of ‘maki ng flaves of them, 
Should an alliance be fi ormed between this prince e and 
the king of Mataman, as has been projected, it is more 
than probable the fame treatment awaits the Portugueze 
here, as they formerly experienced at Japan. 

On the 16th 1 m entioned to the mani my intention 
of refuming my journey; to this he refufed his affent, 
as he faid 1 ‘mutt firft obtain the king’s permiflion to 
travel through his territories... I perfifted in my refolu-, 
tion, however, declaring 1 would not turn ‘back, and of 
coul femult of necefity pats throughthe country. Ein nding 

Ss pe Pe y he allowed me to depart, efcorted 
yy four naen, with orders to them, as I foon afterwards 


learned, to conduct me to the royal refid engejt that the 
king might have an opportunity of judging himfelf 
whether.it was proper to allow me to proceed. 


ryt} 


ihe day following we arrived at Mafpa *, where we 
underftood the king was come to review his troops, 
which were encamped in its neighbourhood, I was 
immediately carried before a coanza, from whom I met 
with a moit un pleafant reception. -Conclud ting at-once 
that I was a Portugueze {fpy, he gave orders that I 
fhould be bound with thongs: in vain I remontftrated, 

1 affured hi was miftaken ; he {till perfifted, and 
éven told. me that I fhould be punithed with the utmoft 
feverity ; 


* This isa handfeme village, and the country around it very 
rming. It is a day’s journey from Mapata; and ata camp 
near it the king paffes two months each year. 
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| feverity ; and that my feeing the king would avail m 
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pothing : - then, turning to thofe who had conduct es 
me thither, he comm landed them to {trip off my w aift 


\ coat, left fome death- dealing weapon, oF poilo onous 


drug fhould be concealed beneath it for the purpofe « 
deftroying the king. ‘Po my infinite forrow pale indio— 
nation this was inftantly performed; and thus was ‘I 
deprived OF the repofitory not only of my money, but 
of the pocket- book in which were all my papers that 
had concealed in a private pocket. ‘The waiftcoat wa 
foon torn:to pieces, and thofe who had defpoiled me of 
it leaped for joy on feeing the filver coins drop out of it. 
T raved, exclaimed in the loudeft terms, and endea- 
youred to tear the bands, by which my hands were 
confined, with my teeth, that I might regain my pro- 
perty; but I was affailed with fo many blows from the 


£ 
iL 


Cc 


“broad iron javelins of the pil llagers, that my fpirits 


were quite overcome, I was then feized and dragged 
into a rumous hut, ‘where my feet were faftened to one 
of the corner potts, and neither food or drin 
given me. | ‘ated one of my guards whe z 
to be left to ftarve there; upon which I was rudel 


= 


V 
¢ 
anfwered that I’ might eat oala (dirt). ae here was 1 
left, ready to expire with hunger and thirft; nor was © 
i ad Oo . T 
releafed,evenfor the creed calls of nati, during the 
. 7 Ef 


whole night, which made my wretched bed {till more 
intolerable. 


] ee Bae saan’ PE ip ee Se: NN A IE Le Pe i 2 ae | AGA 
In the morning my guards were relieved, and I then 
ae 


‘ 
received a fmal! handful of eee with abouta pint of 
water ; and this pittance was the whole of ce iets 


ance for that day, From one of the 
me, on the following day; I learned tl 
determined to have me’ privately 1, Wit 
letting the king | know any thing of me; and that it was 


| } ae 


¢ 
rw 
very probable I fheaid fuffer * that very day. i was 


* The following 1s their manner of executing criminals: The 
_mifer able fufterer is firft extended at his full length upon the 
earth, as if he were about tobe broken on the wheel, long poles 
being fixed between his arms and legs: his feet and hand: 
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{truck with difmay, andno lefs aftonifhed af this in. 
telligence, as 1 Knew that the king was at the can Ps 
and had conceived fome hopes from being brought be- 
fore him, even with the accufation of being a fpy. On 


reflecting further, however, it occurred to me that the | | 


coanga had formed thisdefign for the purpote of appropriat- 
ing my little treafure to Limfelf; for had he brought me 
betore the king, to be judged by him, he mutt, of courfe, 
have delivered every thing that was found on ie into his 
hands. I communicated this furmife to my guards, and de- 
manded whether they thought the king would approve 
of this proceeding. They anfwered, that it was per- 
fettly well known that I was a {py, and had come with 
a defign to affaffinate their king ; that the priefts them- - 
‘elves had declared it to be fo, and they never uttered 
Shocked and confounded with-the horrors 

of my fituation, how did ] repent toe rafh ftep 1 had 
taken in quitting the Cape! how regret that I had 
mot accepted the invitation of the hofpitable Caffres, 
and {pent the remainder of my days with that kind and 
friendly race! Overcome with anguifh, all my powers 
had nearly forfaken me, when I faw my guards proftrate 
themfelves before the door of the hut, with marks 
of the moft profound refpe@. As they had-been talk. 
ing earneftly about thé king fome time before, and. 4 
heard one of them fay he was to pais by, I concluded he 
was now coming, and entreated I might have leaveto go 
to the door to fee him ; to this I was only anfwered by 
blows; therefore refolved to exert myfelf, and called 
out with my utmoit force, ehomah, ekomah! (help 
help !) One of my yuards now gave me a moft violent 
ftroke, ordering me at the fame time to be filent; but, 
aetermined to run every rifk, I again vociferated 
harahky, 
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then fftened to the ground by a long {pear thruft throuch each, 
and he is left in this ftate of torture, in which many . unhappy 
wretches languith for five or fix days, birds of prey in the mean- 
time devouring their flefh. When a milder punifhment is de- 
reed, a javelin is ftruck through the body a few heurs after it 
“eas been extended and racked as 1 have defcribed, 
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garabey i (mercy, mercy’). Phe king,® who was 
actully hear, now heard me; and, coming to the 
hut door, demaaded what was the niatter. One of my 
guards undertook to give him an account of the buft- 
neis; aud I heard, as weil as. 1 could underftand the 
Janguage, the words {py, miurther, death, often re 
peated. His reprelentation awakened a defire in the 
king to hear me himfelf, and- he tee es that T fhouid 
be brought before him 3 adding, that he would pi 

ny Bea? t with bis own hand if he found me eu 


r 1 


tue charee. My feet were accordin nely now unbound, 
arid o fummoned on the outfide of the hut; but 1 
was focut with the ligatures, and fo exhaufted ‘by the 
feries of bad treatinent 1 had received, that I was not 
able to move; I was therefore dragged forth, and 
thrown (tila to the earth, at the feet of the king. 

He then defired a prieft, who ated as interpreter, 
to demand of me what motive had induced me to 
come into his SAR i yith the defign of niurthering, 
him, IJanfwered, that I had never had fuch an inten- 
tion; that I was a fhipwrecked mariner, who only 
withed to travel through his dominions to my native 
country. ** What is “the name of your country 2”? 
was the next queftion. “ Arabia,” I’ replied. ‘* But 
you are a Chriftian ; and you want to difcover the 
iiate of my country, and to make flaves of fuch of my 
Subjects as you can draw away with you ;” was again 
urged to me. “* No,” I returned; © neither of thefe 
defigns have I formed: it is fome days fince ] informed 
your mani at Abk! ene that I wifhed to apply for your 
permiiiion to travel onwards through this to my native 
land; accordingly he had me efeorted hitl her, that I 
might myfelf make my fuit known to fo gracious and 
humane a prince.” ** The mani was wrong,” faid the 
king, through his ue HbA ; ** he fhould immediate- 
ly have fent you back the way you came; as | never 
fuffer Chriftians to enter my dominions.” *¢ It had 
been bappy for me if he had,” rejoined I; “ for then 
I fhould have efcaped being pillaged and barbaroufly 
treated by your fubjedts.” Thefe words irritated him 
13 to 
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to fuch a degree, that, {pringing forward, he feized 
me by the arm, exclaiming,  Chriftian dog! what ig 
it thou dareft to affert ? Stand up and prove thy alle- 
gation.” _ * Had not your barbarian delegates treated 
me like a brute,”’ retorted I with firmnefs, “* I fhould 
have been‘able to ftand up ; and fhould not thus lon 

have remained groveling before you. But Ltraft in 
Him, who is far above you; in Him, who will avenge 
my caule by inflicting exemplary punifhment on you 
and thofe vile agents to whom you have delegated 
your power. You will fhut your eyes to the truth; 
you betieve not that I have been robbed; and will, by 
my death, bring an everlafting ftain on your own ho- 
nour.’ <I charge thee,’? exclaimed the king, with 
vehemence, ‘* fay where, when, and by whom thou 
haft been rabbed.” «* You will give no credit to my 
words,”’ replied I; “ and if the robbers deny what 


they have done, you will believe them: but fhould 
you even {pare my life, ftill ITruntthe rifk of being 
yourthered to gratify their .Yevenge.” This fpeech 
railed his rage to the higheft pitch; he fpurned me 
with his feet, crying at the fame time, “ Speak dog! 
tell thee, or Iwill trample thee to death.’ 

Veprive me of my life, if you find I have deceived 
you,’ replied I; ** but liften firft.to what I have to 
Jay in my juftification.” I then gave him an account 
of the manner in which I had been treated by the 
caamga; and concluded by informing him of his inten- 
tion to have me fecretly executed. He heard me with 
attention, and feemed much ftruck with what I had 
faid: at length, after fome minutcs reflection, he gave 
orders that I fhould be conveyed to the entrance of his 
own hut; where, on my arrival, two wolf-fkins were 
given me for a covering, and fome elephant’s fleth to 
eat. I learned fhortly after, that the prieft had taken 
the ereateft pains. to perfuade the king that I was a 
madman, who would certainly, make an attempt on his 
majefty’s life; and that he would a@ wifely in ordering 
me to be put to death: but to this the king an{wered, 
‘fle is guarded, and therefore cannot come at més 
and 
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andI have not yet feen any proofs of his beinga 
madman.” 

On the morrow the king came to vifit me, and gave 
orders that a healing ointment fhould be applied to my 
feet, compofed of herbs mixed with oreale. He then 
told me he had commanded that the four guards 
fhould be arrefted who had torn'my w aiftcoat from 
my body, that he might himfelf examine them, They 
were accordingly brought in, bound, whilft he was yet 


at 


fpeaking to me; and he ordered that they fhould be 


®) confined in the Ahed where his cattle were kept till he 


fhould call for them. The following morning the 
king had them brought before him, a and interrogated 
them in my prefence. He demanded whether they had 
robbed me of a of my property. No, they anfwer- 
ed; but, by the order of the coanga, the , had taken 
Pam me my waiftcoat, in which were fevreval pieces of 
money, and another article, which thev were not able to 
deferibe; all which they had delivered tohim. Upon 
this the king fent inftantly for the prieft, and, on his 
entrance, addreffed him shar’ : “You fhould be jut, yet 
you are unyjuit ; you ought to deprecate the wrath of 
the gods; but you yourfel \f call down their indignation, 
by robbing and tre ating with coats an unoftending 
ftranger | Hence! upon you fhall be inflicted the pu- 
nifhment which you ‘det fiened for this innocent man. 

The culprit was then bound in his turn, and carried 
to the fhed where the guard had been con fined ; where, 
being {tripped of his “clothes, the king confirmed the 
tatence of death which he had already paffed upon 
him. My money and pocket-book were now pro~ 
duced; and from the papers contained in the letter, at 
the king’ s defire, I read to him the names of thofe na- 
tions, towns, and villages through which | had paffed 
in the equrfe of my travels. This was a corroborating 
proof of my innocence, and raifed me ftill higher in 
the royal favour. I was fet at full liberty; my money 
and pocket-book were reftored to an as my rightful 
property ; and I received every mark of attention and 
kindnefs, To evince my oratitude in fome degree, 1 
I 4 prefented 
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neath A ~ ie | 
preiented the kine Wit 


i twenty gilders; thefe he res 


‘elves With condefcenfion; but \gavée me in feturn’d 
wedge Of gold of infinitely greater value. 


the day which had been appointed for the coanga 
andthe four guards to fulfer being come, FT received 
orders to attend the execution, and to place myfelf 
near the king. The prifoners were then brought 
from their place of confinement to that of execution ; 
wuen the coanga, perceiving me, approached, and 
besged my pardon; she would have-added fomething 
more, but the king ordered he fhould be immediately 
carried away, and the fentence executed. The cri- 
minals were accordingly feized by different perfons, 

i quickly deprived of their exiftence. The bodies were 
tie Cut in pieces, and, at fun-fet, burnt to athes, 

From this time the king kept me conftantly near his 
erfon, and within about three weeks afjer E joined a 
military force in an expedition againft the Bengue- 

s. We returned crowned = with fuccefs; and 
ringing home with us one hundred and fixty-three 
prifoners. Amongft thefe were forty Kamahyriang; ’ 
a wild and favage nation, who dwelkina difitiG to 
the fouthward of the kingdom of Benguela. 

In my hours of leifure I undertook to clean and 
fepair the fire-arms of the foldiers: this was a bufinefs 
of which they were fo totally ignorant, ‘that thofe pre- 
fent flared with aftonifhnaent when they faw me take 
off the locks, in order to fet them to riehts. There 

re fome of the moors* who underftand a little of the 
un-fmith bufinefs, and who occafionally vifit this 
auntry, and then they mend or new-model fuch as 
are out of repair, or unfit for ufe: but for eight years 


previous 


OU B 


* In travelling through the defert of Sahara, I afterwards 


encountered fome of thefe itinerant gun-fmiths, who were 
natives of Abyflinia. They generally travel. from place to 
place for fix months in the year, during which time they ac- 
quire fubfiftence for the other fx; when they live at home. 
They fometimes manufacture new arms; but of this | fhall 
fay move in a later period of my journey. 
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; previous to this period none of thefe had vifited 


them. 
My ufefulnefs in this way procured me a fiill 


higher degree of the king’s favour; and I was no lefs 
a favourite with all the principal perfons of his court. 
They withed to give me fome military appointment ; 
‘but L declined it, and begged permiffion to proceed 
‘on my travels. This I did not immediately obtain ; 
the king exprefling a with that, before my departure, 
I fhould accompany him to the town of his chief re- 
‘fidence. It ig called Mahakah, and has every ap- 
“pearance of a mountain fortrefs. It is fituated on a 
tteeprock which overhangs the river Coanza; on the 

oppofite bank of which ftands village ‘of Ma- 
/pango. This latter place was nearly deftroved by the 
| Portugueze in the year 1779; but it has fince been 
-rebuilt, enlarged and beautified, and may at prefent 
be confidered as a town rather than a village, con- 
| taining no lefsthan four hundred huts. 


Fhe caftle of Mahakah, the refidence of the king, 


ftands very well fecured from hoftile attacks. The 


Portugueze have repeatedly laid fiege to it, but have 


as conftantly been obliged to forego the attempt and: 


retire from before it, never ihout confiderable lofs. 
It is inacceflible, except by one narrow winding path,. 


§ over which hang large rocky fragments ready to be 
' hurled on the heads of the enemy - who fhall dare to 
approach it. I faw many of thefe tremendous frag 
_ ments lying ready to be thus employed,. fome fifteen,. 
| others twenty ells in len eth. At the entrance of the 
narrow path ‘I have mentioned are four rows of ftrong: 
_palifades ftuck into. the earth, and fecured in the 


rear with large pieces of rock. The caiftle itfelf‘is 
very ill built, rand only one ftory in height. In the 
center of the court a fountain rifes, w hich fills a fur 
rounding moat four feet in breadth, and of an. equal 
depth. In fome detached buildings of the caftle the 
king’s guard is lodged ;-a temple occupies the iniddle 
fpace and near it are apartments for the king’s wivess. 
eight if numbers. According to the defire of that 
ie preLes 


a 
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prince, [ attended him thither, and fpent fix days, 
during which time ] was fhewn every mark of dif 
tinction. At the conclifion of that period Lrenewed 
my petition to proceed through his dominions, which 
was granted, with permiffion to. go whetherfoever I 
pleafed. I therefore took my leave on the 26th day 
of February, 17865 and departed, bearing with me 
the. kindeft withes of the king, and of the principal 
perfons of the kingdom. 


ma Poe 


meee i> + 


‘ 
: 
f 
| 
i 


InTeRrIoR OF AFRICA. 


GF jAs Pew VEE. 


The author is difmiffed, with prefents from the king, who or= 
ders two guides to attend him.—Proceeds norteward by 
the village of Muhag andthe little town of Methekaba. 
—Defcription and hift Pery of the Azahoyians, of the vil- 
lages Mahiny and Envohat, with an account of the copra- 
Serpent, common there.——Reaches at village Mohakams 
on the confines of the former kingdom of “Loango oem Lis 
geographical fituation @ d ifr i —: Prefent fate of the 
country, its producey inhabitants, and trade.—-Pafjage 
over the river Bambo to the ills ‘e Vodolaha, inhi sted 
by robbers, and to another village pallid Oghs.—On tl 
paffage acrofs the ferry the nuthin - forms an atghaintince 
with a miner carrying ore to M ce vith. zuhom he 
travels a day and: aha yf and reaches that city —De- 
Seription and hiftory of Molembas—-The author here un- 
dergoes aftri& examination, and is afterwards brought 
befcre the king, who orders him clothes, appoints him to 
attend his buffaloes, and afterwards to be page to his per- 
fon. — Falls inio diferate, and is x cudewmne sf to flavery § 
but conirives to effet his efcape, and goes over to the 
Yagane Ce 


Cys my departure, the ny ordered me to be fup- 
plied with a new calepafch, (a water-flafk for trae 

vellers) a nine of meal, and me eat fufiicient for four 
days, prefenting to me Keri (el f three hundred zempo3, 
or fh ells, ait tris their money; and, in order to ren- 
der my "journey as -eafy as poflible, four dive lads 
were directed to accom pany me for the firft two days, 
and: afford: me ‘every ‘afaitance.  Scarcely had we 

reached the firft mile, when J difcovered: that, inftead 
of eattward, as I intended, we were travelling directly 
fouth: this my conduéters told me ‘was the-expre{s or- 
der of the king, leaft, as he fufpeéted, I fhould be led 
to vifit the Pottuoueze gietories s; it now appeared to 
16 me 
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me that he had always entertained this idea, and that 
ie had fome motive for withing to divide us. Oppo- 
fition would have Been vain; fo I refolved quietly tx- 
follow my conduétors. We pafied a fmall river, and 
arrived at the fertile plain of Muhao,..on whichis a 
village containing. about. fix hundred perfons: I: faw 
but tew of the men, they-being moftly employed, as 
I was told, in the filver mines, which are at the dif-. 
tance of about a league.and a half to the eaftward, I 
iolicited my guides to go-thither, but they again urged 
the king’s commands; fo that here I was obliged to 
top and take my dinner, leaving: my curiofity ungra- 
tified. The judge having been told that I was a friend, 
iupplied us with plenty of meal, dried fifh,. and:milk, 
and invited us to pais fome time with him ;- but we 
declined his folicitations, again fet forward, and’ in the 
evening reached. Methékaba, a fmall town near the 
rock called..Matris.. The inhabitants of this place 
have not. many cattle, the country around being over- 
run with tigers and wolves, who are always on the 
watch for psey... They grow millet, barley, gourds, 
melons, and. other fruits, and even fome Indian corn. 
On walking round the town, L was furprized to meet 
with two fmith’s fhops anditwe potteries, Their trade 
in the latter wares is confiderable: the articles are ver 
leatly made, and appear to be very durable. After 
vaiting on the judge, and begging his protection, we 
were fent to the cvanga, who detained me with him, 
and, provided feparate huts for my guides. My fupper 
confiited only of a fmall. handful of meal mixed with 
alittle milk, and fome water ; my lodging was a goat’s 
hovel, the door of which. was fecured by my hoft with 
a wooden crof{s.*, 

What with ttench and heat I did not get much fleeps; 
fo that my guides found me in the morning ‘nearly 
fainting 


* To prevent the wolves and tigers from entering, long fharp 
tiorns are Axed to thefe croiiesy which give them the appeare 


ance of a chevaux-de-frize 


% 
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ainting from. fatigue. .On | hearing my complaints 
ney loaded the evanga with reproaches, and fo terrified 
\im, by threatening to expofe his conduct to the king, 
hat he inftantly gave us plenty of milk, meal, and 
inied ith, infitting that we fhould take with us what 
‘emained ; and at the fame time begging my guides to 
some to hin on their return and accept of his friend- 
hip. Our way lay over a mountain to the north-eatt, 
shich forined a triangle ; here we faw many wild fruit- 
ees. About mid-day we fell in with a party of the 
Azahorians, a band of robbers who infeft the moun- 
vains, exifting chiefly on fruit and the roots of the 
arth. Different to my expectation, we met with 
no ill treatment from thefe people; but, on the con- 
wary, we divided provifions with each other, and they 
infifted, in the moft friendly manner, on our fitting 
down and reiting with them. After this we~ purfued 
our journey; when my guides informed me that the 
Azahorians pafs a wandering life in the mountains, 
living night and day in the open air. - Their number, 
which is ftillincreafing, confifts now of between feven 
and eight hundred; and will, moft probably, at fome 
future period, {trike terror into the furrounding nations. 
‘They are faid to be defcended from -a numerous tribe, 
formerly of the city of Zohoya, in the territory of 
Jaga. In 1623 King Manimugy attacked and took 
potitflion of Jaga, at the fame time demanding the fur- 
paces of Zohara; this was refufed, and he was op- 
pofed by atimall party, which he again defeated, fol- 
dowed them into the town, fet fire to it, and. put the 
Jinhabitantsto death. ‘The few who efcaped implored 
the proteclion of the king of Angola, who received 
them with kindnefs. Thefe, in wartime, form a.band 
by themfelves, and their enterprizes are generally. fuc- 
vcefsful;. but, at the return of peace, they are re- 
quired to deliver back their arms to thofe whom they 
protect. ‘Their perfons, which are large and ftrong, 
“are ornamented with fmall bones,. and their com- 
plexions are more of the red than brown,with their hais 
quite clofe to the head. They are heathens. The 
| oldeft 
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oldeft man is judge and ‘prieft, deciding on all fmall| 
offences ; but the moft criminal receive their condems | 
nation from the king himfelf; who decides according | 
to eftablifhed laws.. The hair of the women is re- | 
markable for its naturally differing fo much from that 
of the men, it being very long and beautiful : this. 
difference is feen at the earlieft period of their exif | 
ence. We paffed feveral other bands of Azahorians, 
and in. the evening reached’ a: fmall village called Kas 
moh; which is delightfully fituated at the foot of 4 
mountain, with the river Molo running round it to the. 
north-eaft. Here E obferved that “the fiélds were well 
cultivated. We lodged for the night. with the judge, 
who fupplied us with the bet provifions that could 
be procured. On the following morning my guides. 
left me; but the judge, finding me to be a friend of the 
king’s, furnifhed me with a condu€tor to Mahiny: Te | 
was with the greateft difficulty we could now make our 
way, as our track lay through a very difagreeable roads | 
we were frequently obliged to go much out of our de 
rect road in order to! avoid the thickets, which are in | 
many places impaflable. My guide was ‘now much. 
alarmed at: the {warms of ferpents and infeéts, but ) 
more. fo at fome:young lions, who followed ws nearly | 
the diftance of a league}; J, however, remained pers 
tectly calm. The vailies that we pafied were quite de- 
folate, nor could we'find any water prope to be 
drank, Late in the evening we came toa miferable | 
village called Hatagna, confifting of from fixteen to | 
twenty huts : here I wifhed to reft for the night, but 
my guide prevented ames his orders being to conduct | 
me to Mahiny in the courfe of that day :\fo that IT was 
again obliged to take up «my ftaff and” walk’ another 
league... When we arrived at Mahiny, we learned that 
thejudge had retired to reft; but my guide-went Wad 
waked him to deliver the -kine’s orders, which wes | 
that I thould be hofpitably received. The judges"‘an 
gry at being thus difturbed, threw me a mat, ‘and pro- 
mifed to fend fome milk and ‘nieal 3’ the latter articles E 
did not want, as I immediately laid myfelf down, and 
Went 


‘ 
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yent to fleep. In the morning I found that the guide 
lad left me, agreeably to his orders. The judge was 
(ow much more attentive. He faw how much my 
omplexion differed from the natives, yet obferved 
hat | was not unacquainted with their language: he 
yegeed me to ftay the day with him, and gave me fuch 
woofs of his good temper and friendfhip that I ac- 
epted his offer freely. After fome converfation, we 
‘eafted fumptuoufly on the fleth of an elephant, which 
vas drefled with mitabah *, milk, and oghitebonetahs ; 
he milk not only makes the flefh tender, but alfo gives. 
tan excellent flavour. 
I again fet forward, on the 3d of June, conducted t 
yne of the judge’s flaves, and, after a walk of about halfa 
lay, arrived at the neareft village, which is called. En- 
yohat: our way lay to the north-eaft, but my con- 
fuétor chofe a path full eaft, in order to fhew me two 
lofty and barren mountains, between which he pointed 
'o Nunquiata, or the fepents’ cave, which is inhabit- 
ed by incredible numbers of thefe reptiles, who fpread 
tround the whole country in fearch of food. At fome 
Miftance from this fpot, and about half -a league from 
ithe village, ftood two men whom he called guards, 
iftationed there by the villagers, fer the purpofe: of de- 
Pftroying thefe horrid creatures as they iffue from the 
Mhole. I was told, foon after, the method ufually 
Hadopted dn furprifing and killing them; which is an 
bactive contrivance, by which they cut off the tail,which 
contains the venom; the other parts are then roafted’ 
‘ever a coal fire, and eaten as the moft delicate difh. I 
faw fome of them that had been killed when I entered 
Hthe village; the inhahitants call them copra, which is 
taken, imagine, from the Portugueze word cobra: 
‘they are of great length, and muft weigh, f fhould 
think, from twenty to thirty pounds. ‘The head is 
round, but a little flat at the top; the body is an afh- 


grey 


* A fort of pea, from fiftyto a hundred of which grow on 


) ; pore 
one long thin ftalk : properly they are not peas, not growing in 
pods, but rather like grain. 


4, 


0 


yo 


184 


TRAVELS LN THE 
grey colour, with ftripes of green running round if | 
about a quarter of an inch in width: [ met with fome | 
of the fame fpecies, though not quite fo large, in the | 
kingdom of Bahara. The village of Envoliat, which 
is extremely fettile,’ contains about thirty huts, and jg | 
fituated in the-kingdom of Angola, about half a day’s } 
journey from the frontiers. To the north are feveral | 
fmall hills, and to the fouth is a river, which I take fo | 
be a branch of the Bambo. ere my guide €x preffed 
a wifh toreturn ; but, with fome perfuafion, 1 prevailed | 
on him to accompany me ftill further on. Faving | 
refted here about two hours, we continued our jours 
ney, which lay through a fine wood, plentiful 
ftocked with fruit. At leneth we reached the fron= | 
tiers; here my conductor left ine, heartily withing me 
a good journey, and returned to his home. I travelled 
about three miles farther to the extremity of the wood, | 
where I paffed the night. On the sth of June J ape 
rived at a narrow pafs, and foon after reached the vile 
lage Mohakam, formerly a frontier town of the kings 
doin of Leango *. Had I not met with a good-tem- 
pered old woman, who was collecting fireewood. hard 
by, I thould have miffed this village, which is nearly 
hidden by the furrounding hills. On conducting me 
to it fhe prefented fome milk to me, and then led me 
to the judge, who appeared an intelligefit young mane 
Fle interrogated me relative to the object of my. jour 
ney, at the fame time ordering both meal and milk for 
my repaft, which was brought in a large tortoHe-fhell,. 
He 
* The fpace of land which formerly conftituted this king- 
dom is fifty-fix German miles in length, running from wet te 
eaft, and fifty miles in width from fouth to north. It is fituated: 
between Guinea and the entrance of the river Zaine, to the 
north-eaft. In 1778 the king was defeated by the Portuguezey 


é 
allifted by Seanakuly king of Caronge, and was murdered {oor 
after the battle by his own fubje@s. The inhabitants, who are 
now free, pay a trifling tribute to the king of Cacongo, which 
is repaid to them by the Portugueze, in return for the en- 
joyment of an open trade withthe whole. kingdom of Loango. 
The judges are chofen by the people from amongtt the, elders, 
and the moft implicit obedience is always fhewn to their decis 


fions, 
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Je then endeavoured to convince me of the im pofli- 
dlity of my pailing through the wild and favage coun- 
Wy that furrou nded me on all fides, without the immi- 
Pnt danger of my life; and concluded by trying to 
irfuade-me either to remain with htm, or to return te 
ie place from whence | came. His remonfrances 
ere, however, vain. I inquired every particular 
pipecting the roads, but moft minutely of that which 
dto the city of Molemba, what had been deferibed 
/me by my former condu tor as open arid well made 
a reply, he told me, it would be impoflible to find my 
ay without a guide; adding, that, for the fum of thirty 
/-mpos a day , he could eafi ly procure me one: to this I 
piented ; . eabeti he feleéted froin 1a crowd,which curiofity 
vad collected to gaze at me, a {tout fellow, of a lavage 
i pect, whofe very looks fo alarmed me, tnat I could not 

econvinced of fafety under his guidance. The j judge, 
1 ‘ho had obterved my fears, aflured me of the man’s 
del! ity ; and {poke of eh knowledge of the country, 
ad of his courage in cafe of ¢ danger. A good bed had 
jieen prepared for me by the judge, who alfo provided 


=< 


He with plenty of milk, meal, and tortoite-flefh, fo 
Prat I could not hefitate paffing the night with him, 
i the morning I paid my guide the th irty zempos, 


fi which, as this money is very heavy, eafed me of fome 
Peight. As I had now reached the nation which had 
Neen defcribed to me as the moft fa vage, it will be re- 
Puired that I give fome account of it. It is divided 
ito three parts, “which, though very mountainous, are 
pet extremely fruitful. Minerals are found here; as 
oad, copper, and a {mail quantity of gold duft. The 
Pegetables which the foil produces are Turkifh corn, 
Haillet, the fugar- ~cane, and {ome tobacco: a pleafant 
Nort of wine is made here, which is extracted from the ° 
valm; and that from the plum is excellent. They de- 
live but little benefit at prefent from their cotton trad 
vartly occatfioned by oe frequent wars, but principa lly 
rom a very fine foreft, nearly a league in length, and 
f the fame width, hic produced much ‘ot their 
Otten, having been entirely confumed by fire in the 
| year 
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year 178¢:, it was fituated near the city of Alem} 
thangoz, or Ango. -Animals, both wild and tame, ar | 
found here in great abundance, parti ularly elephant 
much valued for the ivory, as wel 
and wolves,. with whofe {ki 
derable trade at Molemba,. which js the chief Com | 
mercial market in the country; here they are pup 
chated by Europeans; but moftly by the D 


. ine } , | MeeCMWIaLr Irenn At fe 
areiallo buffaloes, OxX€D,, ana a peculiar King of red ane 
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loathe } Reet es 3 Areal Agee a0 ae 
blue ftriped ring-dove,:pheafants, and all kinds of birds 
The M ft oun 


I azato, or hare of 
that of the Weft Indies: | 
fheep, which refembles our 
any advantag great la 

duces: good, fith,! particularly a large and’ well-flavours | 
ed fhell.fith:.. ‘Che country ois divided into the three | 
following divifions: firft, the upper, or coat part, bee. 
longing to the Portugueze; the fecond, or middle 
country, is inhabited by the Molembans, to the we 
of which are the Portugueze fatories s* and the third, | 
or lower divifion, is the kingdom of Cacongo, \Abont | 
a hundred and fifty years fince the two lat nations 
were under the fovereignty of one king; but fome | 
high officers of the court of Loango, profiting by the 
neglect of their own monarch, colleéted a body of . 
men in order to eftablifh themfelves in different aus | 
thorities; thus the kingdoms of Molemba and Cacons 
go were formed, and they have fince been fubjeéted 
to various other revolutions.. Thefe two great ftates, 
who limit the ambition of the Portugueze, united and 
a.ded by their allies, can bring into the field an arm 
of thirty thoufand men, wholly compofed of infantry, 


as large as 
1 re 
L 
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armed with the bow and arrow, which they ufe with 
the preateft bravery.. They are, ina degree, heathens § 
but without pra@tifing much of the ufual idolatry, or 
even ceremonies. ‘They acknowledge one fupreme | 
being, to whom they offer their {upplications every | 
mornipg and evening in temples which are but meanly | 
conttructed. Their prieits have no thare in the civil 
government; mor are they:fo much reverenced om 

thie 
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ne cuftom ‘with other heathen nations. ag 
ngueze have exerted much induftry in order to 
ae do@trine of Chriftianity in thefe parts, but with- 
Djut fuccefs. I found that it was the number of our 
eremonies, as well as’ thofe dogmas which are not 
fly comprehended, that. deterred bas abet le! front 
alily comprehended, that deterred this peopie from 
mbracing the ne religion; nor can this be won- 
d 


Mota Lie W 
ered at, accuftomed as they are to the moft fimple 
are not feen 
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rorfhip of their god. School-houfes 
ere, the children being taught on a green, in the 
pen air: writing has been long known to them ; 
alm-leaves is their fubftitute for paper, and for pens 
vney ufe the {mall bones’ of fome bird or fith. Their 
olour, which is more of a dark brown than a red, 
dds to the wildnefs of their looks ; their perfons are 
"h general large and firong, with full eyes, flat nofes, 
ond thick lips; their hair is of a great length: they 


re quite naked down to the waift, with an ‘apron 
Nf leaves or fkin, which they faften round their 
Mhiddles; but in the vicinity of the Portugueze pof- 
Nefions this apron is made of a thin blue {triped 
inen, The difference in the drefs of the fexes is 
Merely that of the females dividing their hair into five 
tir fix parts, which is bound round the head, and or- 
Hyamented with fhells, bones, or glafs beads. ‘They 
Iimear their bodies with the fat of the fheep’s tail, 
hich, when boiled, always retains a fluid ftate : with 
his difgufting cuftom I was forced to comply 5. my 
kin being much parched by the exceflive heat of the 
pun, the pain it gave me was intolerable. “Their 
hioufes are fometines built of rough ftone : but chiefly 
with reeds, or wood and clay, which are but mife- 
able huts, with circular roofs, in which a hole is 
nade to clear the dwelling of fmoke. hey com- 
monly live on milk almoft four, meal, fifh, and the 
fleth of fuch animals as they may obtain by hunting : 
but tame animals are only flain on great feftivals. 
The inhabitants of the towns live much better than 
thofe who are {cattered over the villages: the ufe of 
veflels for cooking, though known to them, is not of 
muck 
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much ufe,. as they are ftill attached to the anciey 
method of drefling their food ; 
ceedingly fond of, A ftranger will meet with mari | 
hofpitality here than in any other part of Africa | 
fhould he be unacquainted with the country, a guid) 
is either fent with him to the next village, or to fom| 
place where he cannot miftake his read. Kind nk | 
good tempered, this people chearfull 
whatever they poffefs ; nor will they deign to accep) 
any thing in return. Jealoufy is a leading paffion wit 
them, and thofe injuries which they feel they feruple | 
not to avenge. Should there be but. the flighteft 
cauie for a hufband to fufpect 
fhe is obliged to be more dil 
vincing him of her faith,-whi 


{pices they are ex 


igent than ever in Con | 


y divide with other | 


ich, in many in{tances, is } 
a talk. of extreme difficulty. Hunting, fifhing, and] 


the ufe of arms are t| 


Inen; fome few, indeed, make earthen-ware, forge 


he chief employments of the | 


his wife’s eon Raney, | | 


arms, and. weave nets. My guide and me pafied ¢ 
through the villages of Magay, Ahala, and Sechang, | 
and refted for the night 


in the town of Kungoha 


ai 


which is fituated in a {wamp at the foot of a {imal} | 


ridge of hills. I counted about two hundred and fe- } 
venty neat-looking houfes, and obferved: that the 


water, which appeared almoft putrid, was. fetched 
from a diftance of near a 


greateft part of tl 
employed jin the 
king of Cacongo, is’ lord 
ment of which is entry 
appointment, 


1e inhabitants are miners, who are 


of the town, the governs 
fled to two judges under his 
Here I was received with hofpitalitys 


but, finding that I was fufpected of being a_ white | 


q 


} #3 


flave, I thought it mot prudent to purfue my jour 
ney in the morning, 


having frft put a piece of money 
into the judge’s hand, which procured my liberty. 

On the 8th we crofled the higheft mountain in this 
part of the country, called Mahta, near the Moone 
mountains. To the lett we faw the town of Moohog, 
{ometimes called Niederbemde: at the foot. of the 
Nountain we obferved to the num 


digging 


mile from the town, The | 


adjacent mountains, Maflavah, 3 


7 


| 


ber of forty people | 


I 
{ 
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weing for tin: L inquired if they knew how to imelt 
} but they antwered that they did not; at the fame 
I informing me that they fold it at the fmelt- houfes 
j Molemt ga. T defited a little milk, which they Gave 
i, and in return I offered them a gilder in change, 
& which they gave me 360 zinp 10S ; this furprized me 
jich, as I had al: ways thought th at the value of mo- 
ly was totally unknown in “this part of the country, 
lyguide oon after begged me to give him a pie ce,which 
Aid, and he told me that it was no cur redity 6 him. 
out evening we fell in witha company of men who 
er returning to their homes m Vodolatia * from hunt- 
: they invited us 10 accompany them, but my guide 
Eitively refufed ; telling me, after they were gone, 
ht their characters were “falpicious, and that in their 
fode travellers were not fecure. We {topped when 
© came within fix miles of the village ot Ogho; 


Mere there isa ferry. We: attempted to kindle a fire, 


‘Tt without fuccefs; and, being quite exhautted with 


a) 


jgue, we retched ourfeives wu pon a heap of leaves, 
ed flept undifturbed till: morning. ~We then proceed. 
€to the village, where we ftaid about an hour, and 


| gerwards ferried over the river, for which we were 
q pended to pay fixty zimpos. . Here we fellin with a 


veller, who was conveying ore to Molemba for fale: 
Pappeared to be a man of “much j information, and I 
Tretted that my little mae scape of the language pre- 
inted me from converling with him. From this ri- 
¥ to Molemba is about a day and a half’s Journey ; 
t: country abounding with well-flavoured fruits and 
fe water: there is an excellent fpring about three 
les from the town, which the inhabitants call Bonhi 
ickoma, or the golden well. 

We arrived at Molemba on the 1 1th; but were not 
ffered to enter that city till a meflenger had been fent 
Pnotice our arrival to the malputta, or governor, and 
fifk his perinifiion, After waiting about an Hour: an 


ofhcer 


* Containing only a few hits, on the weftern fide of the 
Babo, which is crotfed here by a ferry.- 
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ofhicer came, who put fimilar queftions to me as ar 
ufed to ftrangers. at the gates of our pringi| 
ine | German. towns, When I told them I came fron | 
the eaft, they feemed furprized, as my drefs was of th} 
moft common fort, without any fingularity ; the office | 
turned to -his companion, and faid, . mani mambuta | 
a Portugueze lord; and then led us to a hut in the fub.| 
urbs, placing a guard of four men over us. J foor 
difcov ered that L was again taken for a fpy, and eX. 
pected fome. harfh treatment, for the officer went ouf| 
but foon returned, and, took my guide away with him, 
which I conjeétured was done to “obtain fome fecret i in. | 
telligence relative to the object of my. journey. Wher | 
my guide came back he told, me he muft now return) 
to his home; I therefore paid him, according to oun | 
agreeme nent, shave which I gave His two vilders for his} 
fidel y3 he was then conduéted beyond the fuburb 
by one of the guards: I was left to reft the whole of the | 
ay in my hut, plentifully fupplied with plums, apples | 
m ta and m aL To my guards, who were very i] 
quifitive, I told only fuch particulars of my travels as 
1 could with fafety; thefe were repeated 1o their offi 
Cote when he came in the evening, without much atten: | 
tion to fact, who again told it to the king, by whieh| 
his curiofity was fo “far excited, that J was {ent for the | 
mext morning. Immediately on, entering his prefence} 
I was defired to anfwer his quettions. King ‘+ What | 
doy ou want in this town? are you a merchant ora 
fpy ?’?’ I anfwered that I wanted nothing; that having | : 
en lately fhipw recked on the coaft, I os a defire to} 
a place, t .e grandeur of which J had heard praifel | 
at a great diftance, ‘* What nation do you belong to, } } 
and whence came you?” I aman Arab, I came from | 
the fouthern part of Caffraria, where our fhip was] 
wrecked.” “ If this is true you muft have had compas | 
nions, where are they?” ‘* Myfelf.and two others only 
efcaped the wreck; they accompanied me till they fell 
fick, when they were murdered by the Caffres,”’ ** What 
diftance from hence is the place where-your fhip was} 
loft?” «* Between two and three thoufand miles.”’ « Had 
6 you | 
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gi that drefs when you were on board fhip ?”.** No, 


f 

}own clothes have been fince taken from me by the 
fres.”? ** How diftant is itfrom your native country?” 
do not know.” ** You fhall ttay with me till fome 
p arrives, when you fhall return to your friends.” He 
np ordered the officer to conduct me back, and to 
ply me with clothes, which'he did, contin of a 
form like the body-vuard; viz. a blue cloak, reach- 
only to the hams, a fort api, ie a long piece 
icotton for a turban ; thus equipped, [ was’ again 
nducted to the king, and honoured by the appoint- 
mt of attendant on his travelling Loe ypie which it 
s my office to load and unload. I continued in this 
t till the king returned to the sain place of his 
idence, w hich was in about three months. Mole mba 
s formerly the capital of a {mail principality , and its 
19 was called Nalimba Nakakany, or prince of the 
% For the pu le of ufurping the dominion of the 
ighbouring itates, the lait of thefe princes formed an 
lance with the i sdidorcin s*; he was, however, de- 
ited, taken prifoner, and deprived of ‘his dominions 
ithe king of Cacongo. 

he kingdom of Cacongo, to w hich Moleinba has 
ce been annexed, is about four hundred and twenty 
les in length, and two bundred and forty in 
adth, extremely fertile, producing various kinds of 
Betables, minerals, and animals, particularly wild 
ifs of all kinds, which are caught chiefly on ac- 
hint of the value of their fkins, Salt fuficient for 
ir ufe is found, and alfo a great see) of metallic 
fs, which, however, are wrought with lefs fkill by 
m he by Bed ah nations. ‘The river Bambo and 
oaft of Samoya fupplies them with abundance of 
ery pind of “fith. Europeans have great advantages 
tra ing with: this nation; for fuch trifling articles 
Ibeads, fhells, bits of iron, common linen, and 


arms 


oe 


=| 
oO 


op 


| 
! 


Who inhabited 2 uarrow tract of land to the eaftw f 


itwa 
King of Angola’s dominions, to-whom they were tribu- 


ard o 
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cr 
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arms of the worft quality, they receive large’ quay | 
nities of the very beft fkins and furs.. The king’s re 
gular army confifts of near twelve thoufand men 
which.can be aflembled jn eight and forty hourss hi} 
is himfelf a pood foldier; he leads his warriors in| 
the field in perfon ; and, from his valour and {kill} 7) 
fo dreaded by the fusrounding nations, that they hay 
ufed fome efiorts to deprive him of his authority, bu} 
without fuccefs. He is no lefs diftinguifhed for hi | 
pride than for his valour: on going abroad he is ef | 
corted by four of his principal officers and twelve 6) |) 
his body-guard; and when he gives audience @ll} 
muft fall on their knees. The principal _ officer || 
are alfo judges in the fmaller towns: but all matters ol |} 
importance are decided by the king himfelf.. He} 
is very punctual in his religious duties, attending |) 
prayers both morning and evening, and the priefts are | 
required to be fcrupulonfly attentive to the duties of their } 
office, or they lofe the king’s favour. Polygamy ig } 
permitted. Males are looked upon as the king’s pros | 
perty from their infancy, and are trained to the | 
ufe of arms. ‘The education of the females is the | 
peculiar province of the mother; that of the boys is | 
committed to the priefts. The king has twenty } 
Wives, who ere treated with fome feverity, and {cares |. 
ever fuffered to appear in public ; fliould they have | 
fons, they are generally appointed to the firft offices |: 
whilft very young. In time of war the officers res | 
ceive both pay and provifions trom the king; but | 
the common men mutt provide for themfelves, for |: 
which reafon they are generally accompanied by their | 
wives, who affiftt them in procuring food. The | 
King’s dominions contain two towns, eight and thirty | 
villages, and a fort ere&ed on a very high hill} 
Molemba, which is the capital, contains about feven | 
hundred huts and houfes: there are three long or} 
principal ftreets, and two crofs ftreets ; the Koffa, or | 
itreet of bufinefs, is the fineft and moft frequented § 

it Contains the magazines and counting-houfes of the | 
Dutch and Portugueze merchants, and is the place | 


where 
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| wh rere all other bufinefs is tranfafted. The ma 
Gin Kifuhao-ftreet, in which all kinds of fruit as 
Bas cattle are fold. The principal fireets have each 
two pate’, and a guard of eighteen or twenty men, 
Wvho fee that no provifions or 2oo0ds are ~b rough it into 
phe town without having firit paid a toll fimilar to that 
of our excife in Germany. The town is furrounded 
Boy a wall of loofe ftones anda ditch. The refidence 
bf the king, when he ‘vifits this city, is but a poor 
uilding, one ftory high, and about five hundred feet 
BH circumference, the outer buildings being occupied 
PY poldiers, and the inner apartments by his wive 
it is ftuated oppofite the water-gate of the river, et 
tommands a very fine profpeé : I obferved that it 
was defended by four pieces of cannon, three pound: 
ers, the coft of which muft have Been confiderable. 
muft alfo satan that to this market ivory and mi- 
herals are brought, which are either fold or exchanged 
Sor European commodities, on which a duty is paid 
bf five per cent. While I remained here a Dutch 
mercl sane! fhip arrived, the captain of ane named 
Rofenmeyen, wifhed to purch hafe thirty ele ephants 
Becth of my mafter, for which he offered a piece of 
ted cloth, feveral ells in length, as a turban, three 
irings aE yellow beads, four tin-handled knives, and a 
ivool len fhawl. The ki ing feemed inclined to accept 
Bhis offer, but I ftepped d forward, and eae one 
the captain fhould receive only ten teeth; addi 
@he hie of his goods was {o trifling, i 
pne or two teeth for them he would be pel eet ther 
‘ore he fen Dia oe ford hi im an exorb ant profit, 
@hat thirty he Poa not i realon ts Thou 
with the remaining tw enti he muft t off r “Wetter zood 
RT he captain looked me full in the es and afked me, 
; eeringly, if [ was the king’s tutor. I told him I was not; 
Sout having undertaken to difpofe ef the teeth, I fhould 
Bee that they were not given aw ray Enraged at this, 
ne pre avoure d to mi ake the king believe that I op- 
bofed t argain in order to promot i my own interett. 
Blhe | ii ng now looked difpleafed, and afked me why I 
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1 ‘ 
aGvVancing, 
oO 


fruit himfelf. I fill perk tec and .wa 
when he faid, “* If you dare to go to t 
your mafter, to-morrow your life will an sf 
I knew that entering their ; Aapat rtments was 
forbidden; but, having the ki ne’s authority, 
, (=) 
T had nothing to fear, The evanga renewed 
fuafions, and propofed that I fhould go with hi 
r ? i y 5 
his apartment ; 1 did fo, and he treated me w ith 
bettah, or palm-wine, which fo intoxicated me, tak, 
forgetting the plums, I ftaggered to my shite room, 
% Peake | 
and laid my nigel This was exactly to the evau- 
haftened to the king, taking the fruit 
} 
and pelea that I had alarmed 
en very much, and that -it was mn great 
ng, and _even at the hazard . of their liv 


fentinels prevented me from forcing my way into 


ae wives of 


c *o 439 
: =a 3% | 7? 
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Cie ee ce 
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5fer 
more pruden Jolt n 
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zu 
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ing ordered tha 
nt e trial imme ts y 
ake me, and I was carried away to 
recovered from “the effect of the li 
{ ae which | fhould not have faid 
ee T .was immedia ate a 
ynfine ad 1a wretched | 
re sie ance of which was fatiene 
athern thongs. In this fituation I lay + “noon next 


1, , 
allay my hu 


4 


ee a ae 


ee 
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fai i on my former examination, 10 tnat the 
VI. now “made 


ed and contradictory. 


t ? a] ] 
ne a\ .,p é 
die’ evidence he ha 


Hatiy 
had heard, orde 


directing that I fhoul 
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meal and milk. After remaining fome howrs jn the 
hut, I called ‘to the guard, and entreated them to fet 
me at liberty, but I received only fevere threats, and 
was commanded to remain quiet. On the following 
orning I was again examined: all that I could do 
acknowled 
be forgiven; but this di d not prove paca 
the e: idiinabio® was ended, two of the fol- 
Can atm give me ty enty lafhes with 
r0ngs, which caued me much pain. J was 
r carried 2 ick to the hut, and, inftead of a mitiga= 
f my fuffe ‘ings, my allowance of oe was re- 
all handful of grain, and half a can of 
rcumftances were thus er an 
oo was now ufed asa flave, anc 
irry fuel for the ufe of the differe 
Ak other degr ‘ading offices: my food was 
aC and fo in{odh icient in quantity that my ape ite 
was not half. fatisfied; I was ridiculed and infult 
all, anc i my fufferings were fo great that I ever 
for death. The e vanga alone pretended to m 
compaffion, lis fincerity will be hereafter proved 
but the ftorm that laits the longeft muft fubfid e; afte 
rain fun-fhine will come. I had endured this mife- 
rable exiftence upwards of fix weeks w ithout any prof- 
pect of relief, when fuddenly the overfeer of the flaves 
received the king’s ordérs to take a fufiicient numbe, 
us to the mountains * in fearch of elephants teeth, 7 
following day, which was the 6th of nee fixty 
of the flaves, of which.I was one,. fet for ward, efcorted 
by twenty foldiers: we were firft to proceed : the 
coaft of Sohmoia, about a day and a halfs journey 
from the town, for the purpofe of procuring fhell- 
hth. ‘This emp} loy is dangerous, and often etna fat al, 
ee lie buried fo deep in the mud, that in 
g them out you not only run the rifk.of being 
buried 


Ly 
er 


* Which divide this country from that of Jaga, or Jomhago; 
hey confift of a chain running from «.ft to weft, about fix days 
journey in length; abou nding with fruit and palm: tregs, 


ge my having been intoxicated » and. 
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buried in it, but of Boe ey feet from the bite of 
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a larze {pecies of tortoi ¢ i 
dangers i happily furmou as but there were others 
which I could not get over. 

I had procured thirty of thefe: mufcles *, which I 
was commanded to carry to the town. I foon found 
that I was unable to execute this tafk; fo that we had 
not proceeded three miles when, plata to keep up 
with the others, 1 was obliged to follow flowly and at 
a diftance; fcr this [ was ftruck ty the edt with 
their thongs fo repeatedly that I at length funk to the 
earth, the blood guthing from my mouth. a in 
this ftate | receivéd no mark of pity from the guard ; 
every method was ufed to force me up and _ proceed 
with my pop ; but as this was not poible, fome of 
My, companions ei mifery took my load and divided it 
ch th nem, and it was then with the greatett difh- 
culty that I could keep up till we arrived at the town. 
The overfeer told the king our fuecefs, and particgal: 
ly. defcribed the danger that three of the party fan of 
lofing their feet; he alfo faid, that the new ilave, 
meaning me, unable to bear the fatisue, had dropped 
down under his load, but of the beating which follow- 
ed he faid not a word. On this the king ordered that 
I fhould be brought out; a as my body was covered 
with blood, it was neceflary that I fhould be wathed 
before I could appear before him; he was therefore 
told that, having again fallen fick, I was notin a 
fiate to enter his prelence. At day-break the evanga 
came to inquire after my health, when I gave him four 
gilders, and entreated him to “aflitt me in obtaining 
my liberty from the king. He now went away, but. 
foon after fent one of the attendants, who carried me 


before 


* They are round, and, when full grown, are as large as a din- 
ner-plate ; ofa greenifh colour, containing pearls, though not of 
worth « itis the fhell which they value, as they ufe it for plates, 


}and as ornaments ; they are made to look well by being polifhed 


with aftone. The fifh, which is white, is fo exceedingly hard, 


}that before it can be eat it is beaten. with a large piece of woad. 


At the Cape this fpecies is called Alepp-hofchen 
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> hismajefly; where the following dialogue took 


be 

. hat is it you want?” An/wer— 

¥ ibesty, which I entreat you to grant 
Ss you are nee fick, why did you not 

é when -I fent for you?? .4—“* Bes 

C cquainted me your orders.” K.—* 


was told that-it was on account of your {pitting blood 
that you could not come.” .4.—** Thatuis partly true, 


fe ated me worfe than 
a en turew off my; 
c! 1 ifed bodys 
Kos A 

Wc * 

Ot 

punifiment you deferved: for neglecting your duty 
when WW" a { et mt.” A. eh OHM never intendec 


ir ordérs : the ere? caufed me to do 
K.-—** It was the evanga who told me of your 


difobedience and licentioufnefs.’’ Sia l was-not dif- 


i 
obedient ; I wiflred.to execute your commands punc- 
, 1] : t ‘ Pa 4 Red ital Oa, F. 
tually, ~-but was prevented: by the’ evawga.’’ Ithen told 
. i . 1 : oe +. 
hi le prayed that he would 


ting, at the fame time, 
could net, in juftic e, 
make me his flave; that I was travelling through his 
itor ay] hatever I. require th vid ‘oe 
making any claims on his hofpitality ; for th: - the 
i 


: country 

1: but I was fir te be fent in fearch of 

ql teeth. I fet out on the follow ing day, 
having firft received a dozen laflies, given ne, as 
learnt afterwards, at the defire of the evanga ; who alfa 


told 


i 


eS 


Op MPs 


Weleft Molemba on the 12th of October, 

days reache d the weer ats we were to f 
was on the banks of a fmall river, probably an arm of 
the Bambo, between two hills to the north-eaft. For 
the firft three days. we did not fiud a tooth, which in- 
duced us to remove our tents, on the fourth, toa 
thicket which lay towards the eaft. On the fifth we 
found three teeth; but not without much danger, as 


the sae ts were itil in this part of the country, 
ed us to retire to the mountains on the 19th, 


and encamp near he villag ge of Wahat*, At 


our conductor divided us into three parties, Jor the 
| Bee nicnce e of fearching the woods; myfelf ec, 
and three foldiers being fent to the nght. ‘Dowards 
evening we founda tooth weighing near fixty pounds, 
with which we returned to our camp the -fame meht. 
We refted the next day, and on the 2zd went ont in 


mine returned to its former pofi; 
ate OE I ger ee 


travelled to the ‘horth-eait, but witn- 
h we continuéd our tearcn 


parties as be 
from whenc 
out any eee thou 


evening. We had feitled to igarace to the camp that 

night, but Grft fat down on the bufhes to eat a {mail 

quantity of millet ; but the fo ners page themfelves 
a} 


fo much fatigued, and as the camp 
nine miles they determined to ek g 
thered fo Ome wo phe: for a fire, 
es, who had been EAR ering, re- 


were. . We hac 
‘one of our comrac 
turned and prevented us, b} 
a he not far eff; that we 


left fhould seen UW 
Yaggos on the be rales 


bd 


+ 5 
were; an id that they were ; 
fame aad as ourfelves. heaped toget 


1ér 4a quiz antity ‘i 


of 


* The lat village on the eaftern frontier, containing about 
twenty huts. 
+ 1 know not wi 
fome ger 
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throwing my felf on them, pretended 
panions talking about 
or near half an hour, when 

I ie reft, J lay abvut two 
vhen I got up under a pretence, and went 


— 
a 
| 


no one sok and concluding my 
re afle feized the opportunity, an id 
ce owhee the fire was, 
rot: no one was there, 
| glowing, and*round it F 
celved the marks of feet: fol lowing this track for 
ix miles, tl wood, I at laft came up 
javelins and hunting. 
rs and called | out, “ Mora, 


I feize 
‘ 


nods ae The Y cana 

7 afked where I vas going 

t whither J i told them im a few words # ie 
reafon of my J irney, dwelling particularly on my late 


PY dition. I was afked the number “rence 
and fituation ie ny Companions who were in ‘fearch of 
the teeth, I gave them a very accurate accounts 

which ge I was condusted to their village, diftant 
about fix milés, “bntaibise eighty huts, Here I was 
ordered to repeat my ftory to the majka, or chief, who 
confidering it was aninfult for another nation to hunt 
on his territories, ordered his men to arms, directing 
them to attack the invaders inftantly ; bit they ¢ came 
too late; for, on my being miffed, the others efcaped, 
moft probably fearing that ‘I fhould betray them. 
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HE Yaganefe are a nation 
numbers, and very poor; dwelling 

reits, and fubfifting on roots and f. even the 

chace produces them but little towards their fuftenances 

for the tigers are fo very numerous as to prevent the 

increafe of other animals. Except thofe beafts and 

elephants there are few others in any abundance: for 

the teeth of the latter the natives procure javelins and 
K 5 hunting- 


hunting-{pears from their furrounding 

Che diftriét inhabited by this people is, 

ing, a part of Molemba; but having 

felves independent, they keep poffef ne of eight v ve 
lages, fo con nimodioufly fituated with refpeé& to each 
other, tha habitant {pace of aday may 


emble in one place. Each village has a chief 
ed from amongft thofethe moft d 
reir valour. I could gain no account of th 1€ origin of 
ut I think it not an improbable furmife, 
1 prung from that of Congo. ‘Their num- 
yer of men able to ae arms, according to their own 
account to me, is oné thoufand ; and they vaunt highly 
of their national abe rye 
The king of Cacongo fliles himfelf fovereion and 
protector of the Ydganefe; but he cannot be certain of 
their affiftance unlefs they are. treated by him with 
ence ; for they will not pay uncon- 
ditional fubmiffion to his commands: The numberof 
warriors in his own imme diate kinedom is cert 
far fu perior to thofe of this fmall 
very ittle in: his power to injut 
cured 3 in their faftnefles amonott t 
i 


. 


f 

he ae Ot a 5.) AS are » ay Lies mtn 4 + PES ee eae So 
tains. L hey are accufed of be ng Muci 4 ldiéted to 

j bs Soe Me yo NED 
robbery, and by fome are’ called cannibals ; but I never 
: AER fy ao PS 1 Ads lense 5 tad 
iaw the leatt tendency to. either of thefe chara&teriftics 
whilft amongft them. On*the contrary, they men- 
Pe Sys f far re Pre-test oe pr nel 
tioned to ute asa miattero urprize, that their neigh 
bours 


the :purtio oie of shewiene: ‘an that they 
the fleth of thelr prifoners. ‘Tne Ya- 
ganefe are univerfally hofpitable; the ftranger is fure 
of meeting with the beft accommodation, and {haring 
f t f ffords; and, when he® trufts 
himfelf with confidence to their protection, may reit 
fecure that they will never injure him. 

They acknowledze no king as. fupreme head, nor 
have they any priefts : : their manwers are fimple, being 
only d liGlated by the law of nature. When wate Re 


WwW 
J 
1g 


f 


comes fcarce in any diftrict where. they have th 


ci 


4 Soh t ty F © 
ae e oo | 
a r 


dove 


H 


al 


Pr 
: By 
river 


rtherno 
of the 


r 
ii 
gt 


abl 


ve 
3 


MC 


v 


} 
4 VlA«c 
TOLLOW 


Y 
Imntal 


mM 
acqua 
zt 


ed off. 


a | 


a DB) g 
Ot 


204 TRAVELS IN THE 


it difficult to rival her workmanfhip. Unlawful love 
is not here reftrained in any degree; it-is deemed an 
Impulfe of nature which ought to be indulged. [| re- 
fided till the end of the year with this-kind-hearted peo- 
ple, accompanied them in fome expeditions againft 
their enemies, and affifted in the capture of two war- 
buffaloes *, which were killed and dreffed for the feaft 
telebrated in honour of our victory. 

When, at length, I mentioned my defign of quitting 
them and refuming my journey, almoft every inhabi- 
tant of the village teftified the moft unfeigned forrow ; 
and on my requefting that fome one fhould point out 
to me the eafieft and moft dire& road to the kingdom 
of Maffi, the greater number of them were ready with 
their offers of fervice to condu& me to their borders; 
and I was prefented with a large quantity of dried roots. 
and a water-pouch + for my journey. 


On 


* I ought fooner to have given a defeription of thefe buffaloes. 
They are trained up from the firft forthe purpofes of war; 
their horns, as foon as grown to any length, are {plit into many 
divifions, each of which is bent in fuch a direction over the face 
of the animal, that the whole combined gives him a moft for= 
midable appearance. They are rendered fo docile and tame by 
habit, that they are eafily guided by the men who have charge 
of them, and who either fit on their backs, or walk behind 
them with fharp pointed fticks, in. cafe they require to ,be 
goaded on, and thus they rufh impetuous on the foe, and carry 
deftru@ion wherever they move by treading down all in their 
way, or by maiming or killing whoever they can reach with 
their many-pointed horns. A piece of an elephant’s fkin 
doubled is generally hung over the head and breaft, to repel the 
force of javelins when aimed at them, as well as to prevent their 
being difmayed at the numbers of the enemy who rufh on 
them. - 

‘t+ Thefe utenfils are made of the entrails of elephants, rub- 
bed over with afhes, and then dried in the fun, ..They are par- 
ticularly ufeful for carrying water on jouvnies ; when filled, they 
are tied round the body; and when the traveller withes for a 
refrefhing draught, he takes off his pouch and fufpends it in the 
air between two fticks fuck in-the ground or two trees, and 
thus it becomes cool. -In thofe countries where perfons are by 
no means always fure of finding water, there is infinite comfort 
in thefe vetfels, as this cooling beverage is always ready at 
hand. 
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“On the 2d of December, 1786, I again commenced 
hy travels, attended by two euides. At an early hour 
e reached the village of Tamo, confifting of about 
‘Mxty huts; here we breakfafted, and then crofled the 
(Thountain Ahah. ‘Towards noon we came to a place 
talled Groh, which might with great propriety be 
‘ermed a town, as it contains nearly three hundred buts 
f a very fuperior conftruction. It is feated in a 
, ichly fertile plain. I ftopped here, determined to 
“Jpend the remainder of the day with my kind friends 
ihe guides, who were to accompany me no further. 
[he zaita was very folicitous to entertain us well, and 
‘or this purpofe collected all the eatables in his hut to 
ét before us; and our lodging was alfo as comfortable 
is he could make it. 
\) The next morning; as foon as my fellow-travellers 
sad left me, I purfued my way, which lay through a 
i Joreft many miles in length, and. more impervioufly 
hick than any through which I had ever hefore pafled. 
[ was often obliged, for more than a hundred paces fol- 
owing, to creep under bushes, fo interwoven together 
, jt was impofible to difentangle them; and at times 
. forced to drag myfelf along with my legs and arms ex- 
j tended, and my face prone to the ground. At length, 
‘after five hours fuch travelling, I arrived at the fron- 
tier village Vahala, on the banks of a fimall river 
"Wwhich flows from eaft to weft, and, after forcing its ° 
; way amoneft along chain of mountains, empties itfel?, 
1 Was I have been informed, into the lake Sohmoya, 
which I have already mentioned. The village confifts 
of about fixty or feventy huts, is fituated on an emi- 
‘nence in the midft of a wood, which abounds with the 
fineft fruit-trees, particularly fome which were loaded 
with plums: there are alfo in its neighbourhood fome 
tamarind trees, of the fruit of which the inhabitants 
make no ufe. 
| The'chief of the village, who was my hoft, treated 
me with an illenatured morofenefs; and was, to all ap- 
) Jpearance, no lefs covetous than churlifh. He gave me 
as a fupper afew pluins and a little water 5 and for my 
) bed 


) 
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bed a bundle of ruthes was ftrewed rots his hut. 


door, ‘To my great annoyance, in the night a vio! 
lent ftorm of thunder and lightning came on, ael 
ompanied by a’ delus : ses my hoft was f 

he : a perfon bereft of hi 
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m perore he ae 
ne hut. As foen as day begans& | 


ie d me to that ch 
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the territory of M } 
itis a country of no great extent, but thin 
and the few imhabi 


ul rere callec at by thes 
y peopled I 

treat ftrangers with 
great rudenefs who ae > be unacquainted ey 
the 
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h infultin 9 violence, fron n the narrow pr 


believing that all who {peak a different dial 
themfelves muft be abufine them. 'They are {malliel 
fiature, and robe Ws in their geste and are | 
defi ly treated So one next ne gn 3 a 
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ed this- nation too far to the north- 
lead a wandering life, removing. | 
the boundaries of tl deir EXCULORS | 


rent her bs,.a 


ing to the nee (they. generally 
s, and lay them into pik Kkle» when 


t lis they rub each {lice over with laitand 
Hirbs, ‘ch they lie buried for fome days ; aiter 
Mnich they are hung up in the air. for about the fame 
dace of time: when‘thus prepared the meat 

a coals and broiled with a oradual heat, and when 
forou: shy done, it is, I think, fuperior in flavour to 
mr German w ild-boar hams. 


They are not in poffeflion. of the whole. of 
fountain where they inhabit, one part of it bel 


t Ty ce ARs ry 11 anaea et os Reeth s mya et TE 
Hl thé Maffianes. Their language is very alteret 
5 : 


Pom that of the two nations on hich they bor 
i neither of whom it is underftcod, though 
ountaineers underttand e: he ébhyatcs | 

ig; large eyes, flat nofes, project- 


ave w oolly heads ! ‘ 
Bo lips, and naturally point ted) teeth, whic 
arpen fill more by orinding them with { 
éir complexion’ is rather brown than. black; 
ley mark their foreheads and cheeks with di 
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Bent figures indented with ftones. Th 
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ne in that reipect, the carob-tree abounding the whole 
Bfimny way. I micht alfo Have had great plenty of same 
Wl Ad : = ¥ a i : "9 s 
a sarticulariy the Chamois goat ana wild boar; the latter 
i oved ee alarmed me fo much. that 1 was fre- 
Biuently obliged to climb up trees to avoid them: [ 
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extending from north to eaft between a itnall ridge ¢| 
Mountains. The inhabitants flocked about me wit | 
the moft troublefome curiofity: fome felt my lip: | 
others ftroaked my head, and all walked round fur | 
veying me on every fide; and thus was I obliged t § 


7 


fubmit to their ‘examination as if I had been fom f 
monftrous animal, I did not underftand a wordo} 
their language, and yet feveral amongft them feeme| 
to comprehend what I faid. None of them, asi} 
would’ appear, had ever before feen a white man| 
which may be eafily accounted for, fince their numeé| 
rous mountains, and nearly impenetrable forefts, with| 
which they are furrounded, make their habitations {@| 
difficult of accefs. I think it would be a fpeculation } 
likely to turn out of the moft profitable nature, were 
a commercial company to form themfelyes merely for | 
the purpofe of exploring the mountainous diftri@s be- | 
longing to this nation ; as it is hardly to be doubted | 
that vaft treafures are concealed amoneft them. No q 
manner of refiftance need be apprehended from the} 
natives, who are much too weak to attempt it, and | 
who might eafily be conciliated by gentle treatment; | 
Skins and ivory would be found very lucrative are 
ticles of export from thence, and might be eafily | 
tranfported in finall veffels down the river Zambece fo. | 
Fort St. Martial, formerly belonging to the Portu= 
gueze: this would not be more than a fix days navi« 
gation; and other commodities might be fent from 
thence in return. 

It is fome centuries fince the death of Maffi, the 
fovereion from whom the country took its name; 
fourteen kings have reigned fince his time: Mamkaq | 
ham, who at prefent enjoys that dignity, was elected 
to it in the year 1783. The king is equally poor with 
the reft of the inhabitants 
other pre-eminence than t 
tion, of declaring w 


' 
of a fingle row of ill-built huts, thirty in numbe| 
e 
7 


» Over whom he enjoys no 
he right, as head of the nam 
ar and concluding peace; with 
that of leading his fubjeéts again{t their enemies, They 
have neither priefts nor fubordinate judges in the 


whole 


: 
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yole extent of the country, which is about fix days 
pirney in length, and four j in breadth ;, there are only 
o towns, but feveral villages and ict Sai “Of the 
amer of thefe, one .is called Mamkam; it contains 


i of i . Ss I) Ree a 
pout four hundred miferable huts; and is the reti- 
Ence of the king; the other, named Mihotaha, is 


baller. 
VAt Mamkam, which is about two days journey 
Pe the lake ies: there isa market heid every 
pon: to this walt numbers of people relort 
the country round within react its f 


2 purpotes of traffic, others to have an av 
fe king,<which he never grants but upon thiol 
ions, and in the open market. Mahataha is fitu 


led more to the e north, on an arm of the river 

iice. ib ppear 

ents stie feet, sn ill Bey ose 

ee with ruthes. This esse 

| the field as many nei 

hit ill Baik they have no we 

Mad ufe only wooden pate axes, vi 

me, tipped with bon “Hee. a again faw fheep, 
Ne 


th javelins of the 


i 


hich are held in high eftimatio 
prevent their becomin ig a prey to. the 
Be every night fecured in huts, Predate 
He very common amongft this 
Dily againft the Melekgohs sia Vahyhoys, their fron-= 
eer neighbours to the north; with the nations on their 
Piftern borders they are on the beft terms; the 

Bie Malhilas and the Halogros, who, .as wel as t 


tives, fubfift partly ae i at Of thei ai ee 
Fiftoms, &c. I eas k more at large ake 1 I come 
b> defcribe thofe of f mie other nations whic ey pyre a 
Bem. 

After the curiofity which my appearance had ex- 
ited, and which I have already defcribed on my ar- 


val at Sovohm, had fomew hat fubfided, I was re- 
Beived into the hut of the chief, who was agvery old 
Beh: t he eldeft of each village being always elected to 
his office. By him 1 was entertained nerely with 
| 


_ 


fome 


id ie ie des 
4 RAVELS 


IN THE 


and water m ixed together, and was the | 
hewn to a corner of the but, where a bundle of fipa)| 
was fj for me to lie on, Having had very littl] 
laft three days. and nights, I threw miyfe 

I enjoyed a found re | 

fun was high abay | 
and then awaking, felt a violent itchiny § 
y body, and examining my fkin, found| ij 
ver with red fpots; ee this I ndrrowh | 
ny bed, when I f found beneath it a neft@| 
[ fhewed the bites I had re eceived from the | 


wl 10 laughe sre at the oe bg it ocea | 


he he défired: me to anoint niy ia 
{tretched out my hand. to receive if 
of a buffaloe’s entrai i in which I kept 
the remainder of my money, with the piece of gold | 
th ad been prefented © nie, and which I ‘had | 
eath my arm, fell to the eround, J ute | 
amation, and quickly fnatched it up, But | 
it had: been perceived by the old:man, wh 
nd apparently. feeble, fprang forward 
gility of you or to feize it. This I pres 
loing, and stm him: at bay coy i thou | 
efcape from the | hut; thi 
nne \ c - } 


| 
; 
i 
: 
a 
1 
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hand - hells which’bmad: alle Becoudh it aa 
which I pretended were what had made the noife im! 
falling; he eer grafped at thefe, which | 
willingly relinguithed, thoush with feigned relues | 
tance, that I mio he 3 


not be fufpected of poflefling any 


‘tote in the hut all this day, to avoid being a 
pubhe 


“ts are white, and rather larger than common 


heir eggs in fand where itis ex <pofed to the heat 
ich they are latched in the {pace of four-ande 
twenty hours. To prevent their bit ing tlie human body the 
Het Ea 


ebitants rub themfelyes with the greafe obtatned by: broiling? 
e fect of elephants. 
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lic fpeftacle for curiofity, as the 
Mked about me the fort time I 
# old hoft perceiving I had not yet recover 


fatigue, and that my fkin was ftill much 1D ofia ‘ 
pive ented the crowd from seit g ( ; 
@on my giving him twenty mor 1€ e 
Bs pretended, of my ftock, he e fill m 
gontive, and brought me a large cup_of milk, with 
®> handfuls of meal, which abundantly fatisied my 
Be In retnien for this saan Yo I found means 
et ee ver} 
this: 2 
aif lay ved it to all his teh one : Rune left this 
followed to caution 


ght awake their rapacity, I 
m, but could find no opporten lity of 
t} 


Rely to him. On his return I mentioned m) 
him, but he laughed at them, and affured me L ha 


. 
» canfe. for fufpicion. I was not, however, mit- 
Jn Hct aoa Mab night 


Ken in vat aie chalet 


ym me. ae oe ear to re 
as prevented doing both bye 
g on my breaft, and I fhou! 
ives been fuffocated, had not 
hy groans, began to makea noi 

pde off. lay half dead, w halit 
Hog by me; ‘his clamours 
ens, all eagerly enquiring what 
Hid man related all he knew 
larch; when, at oe ack pa 
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* 
about noon fet ont on 1} 
journey, though {till far from being recruited in hea | 
or ftrength, My hoft accompanied me fome miles , | 


my way, and then, with many kind withes, took lea} 
of me. 


my life and property : I 


| 

Not certain I was yet beyond the reach of dap 1 

[ proceeded with rapid fteps and palpitating heay| 
I had gained the fummit of a hill, where {toppin | 
ooked back to fee whether | might not be purfug| 
but was relieved by not feeing any perfon coming {| 
that direfion. In my agitation, I had forgot ¢| 
bring with me either food or water; and hitherto § 
had feen neither fruit nor {prings in my path. "Toy | 
nented with thirft, I knew not by what means to al 
ay it; at length I put a -few pebble-ftones in m) | 
mouth, and thus’ proceeded. onwards till evening | 
when I entered a fine looking plain, but neither fem ' 
hor water did it offer to my view, Overcome by dif! 
appointment, and faint from fatigue, I threw mytel) | 
on the earth, to await that death which now appeared | 
inevitable. Unable to fleep, from the horrible ideas | 
which haunted my imagination, I {prang up and ran) 
forward with all “the ipeed my weaknefs would per- | 
mit, when, after proceeding a few hundred paces, to} 
my infinite fatisfa@ion F efpied a fpace of ground | 
ly pluck. 


Covered with rutfhes, Some of thefe I inftant 
t eagernefs chewed the lower | 


ed up, and with grea 
ends of them, and, though bitter to the tafte, found | 
they refrefhed me extremely. Drowfinefs now quite | 
Overpowered me, and I funk upen the grafs, where | 
flept undifturbed till morning. I then arofe and res 
fumed my route: I crofled a wild of no great extent, 
and about noon reached a village called-Kamaho.. On 
my entrance into it I could fee no perfon; the heat | 
being intenfe, the inhabitants had all retired into their | 
huts: I went into that I came firft to, andafked for | 
fomething to drink. Nobody anfwered, or made any 
eifort to comply with my requeft, but, as if difmayed 
by my appearance, fat perfectly ftupified. “I puthed 
afide the mats from many doors, calling out in feveral 


different 
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Wrent languages, “ Give me water! give me wa- 
At length a young man advanced towards me, 
effed me with the utmoft courtefy, but ina lan- 
e with which I was perfectly unacquainted. 
ae I did not underftand him, he made figns, as 
invite me to approach. Jonce more exprefled 
4 geftures that 1 wifhed for fomething to drink : 
ninediately comprehended me,’ fpoke aloud fome 
is, which were ApS unknown to me, and in a few 
lites fome milk and meal were brought me. Many 
i¢ other inhabitants, on hearing what he had called 
about me, now put their heads out of their huts, 
| on perceiving me, a crowd began to colleé& 
ind me; many feemed to feel a compaflionate in- 
t towards me; and milk, meal, fruits, and roots 
bundance were brought for my refrefhment. One 
‘invited me to enter his hut, which I did, but 
d not remain long, the fmell was fo powerfully of- 
ive; I therefore “lay down on the outfide of it to 
myfelf for fome time, and then again fet forward, 
ting my courfe to ‘He north-eaftward. Previous 
y departure I had requefted, and obtained a pouch 
H with frefh water. 
lad Inot been very weak and enervated I might 
reached Akmigo in fix hours; but, unable to “do 
I was obliged to pafs the night by t he way, and 
h to climb a tree, and there remain in agitation 
terror, from the prodigious number of lions, tigers 
ves, and buffaloes with which the whole country 
nfel fted. 
Mn the 11th I traverfed woods, and clambered over 
ip mountains alternately for fome hours, at the end 
which I entered a fweet plain, where the charming 
od of a fountain, bubbling up from beneath the 
4, infpired me with a lively fenfation of joy. 
Be I devoted an hour to reft and refreflment ; but 
v that my thirft was allayed, the cravings of hunger 
~ moft powerfully ; and I at length grew fo faint, 
@ on rifing to proceed on my way, I {unk again on 
ee quite powerlefs. When I had a little reco- 
vered, 
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» Lagain went on, watching carefully) 
of human footfteps, but none could al 
cover. Opprefled with the deepeft: melancholy} 
therefore, 1 bent my courfe to the northward, where | 
ridge o of h i g art fe before me: on thefe I hopes to mei, 
with fomething fit for food; but on ‘afcending, an 
fe sine: s all around, was again difappointed ; m@t 
fingle fruit-tree met my, eye, and even the plants 4 
roots of fhrubs were unfit. to be eaten.. At lengthy 
found a large tortoife, but having no means of } hgh | 


ine a fire, | flung it over my fh oulder to carry Wie 
fee] 
r | 


Oo > 
me. After having proceeded with it thus far abouta ay 
hour, the calls of hunger became fo extreme that } 
determined to kill it, and devour the flefh raw. jug 


ready to begin my operations, L looked about, butag 
ideas of hunger and thirft*foon fled on my deferyi | 
a troop of elephants " no great diftance behind mJ 
I quickly took to flight, and ran forward with alli 


non 


.?r 
fs 


1 
| 


fpeed. Late in the evening I at laft difcovered tt | 
track ae human feet ; but it-was fo nearly dark i 


I found great difficulty in followi ing them: “ag 
valking in the direétion they_pointed to for-fome tim | 


if 
- x 
c 
oO 


1owever, I came to fome huts: Seeing no inhabitan § 

about them, I fat down to wait till fome one fou | 
pafs by; an old woman prefently made her appeaij 
ance, who, after looking’ at me fome time with ug 
prize, uttered fome words in a loud voice, Wig 
about twenty perfons, young and old, came rufhi § 4 
out, and ftood gazing at me. -l afked "for fome foo § 


sut they did not feem to comprehend me; I thenjeig 


i 

preffed by figns what I wanted; they now difcover) 
niy meaning, and fome flefh-meat and water Wel 
brought me: the former, indeed, had a moft 7} 
bidding. fimell ; but the calle of hunger were fo impl} 

rious Iwas glad to eat it all up. Some time after } 

laid my tortoife to roaft-on a fire by which thefe peop § 

vere drefling their fupper, and when it was dn] 
ade a moft comfortable meal, and then'went tore] 
on a wolf-fkin; which was fpread for me. In | 
morning I finifhed the remainder of my t tortoife as | 


br brealsfa jl 
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Meakfaft, and again fet out Pe my journey, having 
x got my water-pouch replenifhed by thefe sood 
jople. 

) At noon I reached Mahatoku, one of the towns I 
‘ve already mentioned.. It is feated onan eminence 
2 fruitful country, watered by an arm of the river 
Bhinbece. ‘lhe town ‘itfelf has but a poor appear- 
hice ; it confifts of about a hundred wih fixty ill- 
Unftructed buts, which are built in three r 
Sia fpace, in a central fituation, hands a fort of 
Simple. Three of the eldeft men of the place are ap- 

ot 


oe 


Oo 


printed galyyos (chiefs) ;. they are obliged to re- 
sive ftrar ngers who are configned to fome other 
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Dliging inhabitant. I was entertained in a moft hof- 
Bele manner by a young married couple, with whom 
Hlodged ; and I regretted much that I would not un- 
priitand d or anfwer the numerous queftions that were 
lit to me by this kin d nation. 

HOn the 13th I again refumed my journey, and bent 
y courfe to the eaftward, that I might avoid the 
Telekgol 1s and’ Valyhoys, who had been reprefented 
bme as inhofpitable and d About noon 
lreached the village J 
pmmodicus, and ir 
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1n a clofely-formed circle, in the midft of which} 
{mall refervoir, into w hich is conduéted the brack| 
Water of a neighbouring mountain-fpring. To P| 
vent its being expofed to the heat of the fun a fort | 
roof is formed over it, thatched with rufhes. : 
The population of the Mathiamaer territory m| 
amount: to about eight thoufand fouls : the traé th] 
poflefs being in length a journey of t two days an 
half, and is‘an appendage. to the kingdom of Ma} 
The inhabitants fubG “by rapine, and their eXCl 
fions in fearch of plunder frequently extend as far 
the fea:coatt. They are low of ftature, but fte 
made ; have large eyes, broad nofes, but not fli] 
with thick. lips; their complexion is a dark Copp 
coltur s their. hair, which js long, they let flow’at! 
full length, andthey go quite naked. “The whole g| 
tion Lis gov aoc by-one chief, w called Rilhotwce | 
he is both prieft and ju lise; in the i character] | 
i controverfies. that arife. The people @ 
active and laborious. -One -fourth part of them are @ 
- military, who go on their ph undering expeditions 5 ane 
ther part follow the ¢ hafe, and the two remaining @}| 
ert themafelves with great induftry in domettic employ} 
ments. I faw whilft I was amoneit them fome ¥| 
paarkable fine cattle, which I found, upon in quin | 
Labee n-taken from other ne in fome of the| 
tory attacks. ‘They do not pillage Sods ers wh 
ifit them, but, on the contrary; treat them wi 
pitality and kindaade: Their lan iguage is very mug] 
~ Cine -as that of the inhabitants of Congo. 
On my arrival at the village, as above related,. a lar re | 
party of the inhabitants fallied out of their huts in | 
hoftile manner againft me, with loud vociferations, an | 
armed with’ clubs. I’ ftopped till they came. néa| 
enough to hear me, and then, addrefling them in th} 
Congo language, told them, that, though a ftranger, | 
was their friend, and befousht their hofpitality 4 in a Lit | 
tle prefent refrefhment anda night’s lod ging. An oli] 
man now approached me, and, after eyeing me foitl |: 
time with attention, faid, « If thou art nota Chriftian}, 
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come with us.” I followed, without anfwering, and 
the led the Seyi to his hut ; where, decapimt to a bun- 
dle of rufhes, he ‘invited me to fit down, and then re- 
pquefted I would teil him fome of the particulars of my 
itravels. I complied, and he liftened with great atten- 
Btion; and when I had concluded, ordered. {ome meat 
‘Band water to be brought me. I one very hungry, and 
§ foon difpatched all I had received; upon which the 
\§ by-ftanders, in a kind of aftonithment, {aid to each 
other, he muft have been long fafting; they did not, 
ihowever, offer me any thing more. The old man 
now afked me if I had not brought him fome prefent : 
‘FT faid J fhould talk with him on that pcs in ‘the 
fmorning, but that at prefent I was much in want of 
ffleep: upon this he ordered a bed to be fpread for me 
ina part of his hut where I might fleep in fecurity. 
Whilft alone the next morning I took a gilder from 
@amongit my treafure, and on mrmetip my kind hott 
prefented it to him: he was very-gra ateful, and taking 
WB hold of beth my hands fhook them with' much cordi- 
ality. He gave me a handful of meal when £ fet out, 
and fhewed me the road it would-be beft for me to take. 
This was in an eaftern direction, and led me toa moun- 
tain, which I climbed, and defcending on the other fide, 
came to a village confifting of about forty huts, From 
‘the inhabitants here I got afew handfuls of meal, and 
fthen went on. I faw “villages on each hand as | pro 
tceeded; butas the day was not yet near fpent, and I had 
a fupply beth of meal and water, I aid not approac!a 
| any of them. As it began to grow dark, however, i 
# regretted that Thad not; for now there were no lot nger 
bany habitations within my reach, and [ was obl iged to 
} lie down unfheltered either from the. air ‘or from the 
fury of wild beaits, if they thould choofe to attack nie, 
f of which I was in anxious dread. As it was moon+ 
plight U did not wait for the rife'of day, but renewed my 
jmarch. By the time the fun had got above the hori- 
}zon, I found myfelf within a. few paces of a hamlet, 
rconfifting of fixteen huts. Pe erceiving that none ofthe 
inhabitants had yet began to ftir, I fat down to awa 
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their rifing, but was. myfelf foon faft afleep. On j 
awaking Ljound myfelf in a hut, covered over with J 
flieep- -fkins. caring 1 might base been robbed whilff | 
in {uch a ftate tke inienfibility, I felt for py money, | 
and was happy to find it untouched in the place whem | 
T had fecured it. Seeing no perfon. about me,. nor any | 
thing uncommon in the hut, | again compofed my felf | 
to reit, and flept undilturbed till, towards evening; 
when: again awaking, [ looked around and faw aj 
young woman fitting “quietly at fome diftance from mé, J 
Inow got up, and addreffing her, afked. for a draught 
of water, which fhe reac ily. brought me, I pen bet 4 
ged, for fomething to eat; to this “fhe anfw ered, that I | 
fhould have it as foon as her. father returned froma hua | 
ing. Whil{t waiting for this I inquired of her.how I 
had come into the hut: fhe told me that her father and | 
were r finding me afleep, had carried me in to fecure | 
me fom being deftroyed by the tigers *, which fres 
quently ame quite clofe to their huts in feargh of prey. 

The futher and brother foon after .made their appears 
ance, aud welcomed me. with many marks of kindnefs, | 
and meal, milk, and meat were plentifully given me, | 
The evening. was now come on, and going out of the 
hut, 1 fat down amidft a circle of inguifitive inhabie 
tants, sia eager to liften to the relation of my various | 
adventur 7 ” which 1 gave them; and when I had 
hatthed alt the different articles of food were brought 
me in profulio n by many ;+the whole of . which L aes 
cepted of, and carefully depofited in the hur. 

Oe the 21ft | again fet forward, furnifhed with a 
fupply of provifion fufficient for two days. “Towards 
noon I reached a few huts fituated.on an arm of the 
river Zambece. From hence, after refting myfelf for 
a fliort time, I -croffed the frontiers to the kingdom 


* Tt is rather a remarkable circumftance, that tigers feldom 
attack Europeans; unle fs their fury be provoked by femething 
previoufly. The Africans dena efcape their violence, as I 
have feen in many int: The greafe with which moft of 
the natives of Africa fmear their bodies, is the moft probable way 
of accounting for this diftinttion; the {mell it caules attracting 
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of Yukodego, in maps denominated Moncemugi, and 
in about an hour arrived at the village of Avikana. 
The kingdom of Yukodego +, or Moncemugi, is in 
extent about feventeen days journey from fouth to 
north, and thirteen from weft to ealt, forming an ob- 
long quadrangle. ‘To the eaft it borders on Abyflinia, 
to the fouth on the kingdom of Monomotapa, weft~ 
ward on that of Mafli, and northwards on Manyas, the 
dominions of king Moyapher.. The town of Yukera 
ftands on the river Zambece, which, juft beyond ir, 
dividing'into five branches, interfeéts the entire terri- 
tory;~and at the diftance of about half a days journey 
from the city of Zambre, fpreads into an extenfive 
lake, called from the city the lake of Zambre. A 
abla chain of mountains: f{tretches acrofs the coun- 
try from north to fouth; clothed with wide-fpreading 
forefis, the terrific retreats of innumerabie favaye beatts. 
Salt-petre might be procured in great quantities from 
thefe mountains, and forma profitable branch of trafic, 
were not the inbabitants too indolent to ufe any exer- 
tion for that purpofe. The intenfe heats and fandy na- 
ture of the foil in a great meafure prevents the growth 
of the grafs; nor do the fruit trees grow to any degree 
of perfection: many of thefe which flourifh in other 
parts of Africa are totally unknown here. Water-me- 
lons, gourds, turkifh corn, millet, and peas which 
grow on a particular kind of tree, are almoft the only 
vegetable productions of the country fit for food. 
Abundance of fifh, including tortoifes, are to be found 
here; particularly in. the lake which I juft now men- 
tioned. Buffaloes and fheep are not bred by the inha- 
bitants; thefe they procure from the Monomotapans in 
exchange for tkins, ivory, and fometimies falt-petre in 
{mall quantities, There are two diftiné& races of the 
natives: the firft called Mafohomi, who are the moft 
ancient inhabitants, and are diftinguifhed by wearing 
palm-leaf aprons, plaiting their hair, paying implicit 


+. Yukodego was the name of the reigning prince when f vi- 
fited that kingdom, and I there heard this name given to the 
country itfelf, 
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obedience to their priefts, and never marrying out of 
their own tribe: the fecond are the Yukodego, or Mo- 
neemugians, who go entirely naked, wear their hair 
long and flowi ing, have flat nofes, projecting lips, and 
{mall eyes. Like their neighbours the Maffianes, they 
indent divers figures on their cheeks with the bones 6f 
fithes or of birds fhar pened, Both tribes are of middle 
itature, {peak the fame language, and are equally brave 
ioldiers and good hunters, when they choofe to-exert 
themfelves ; but they are fo given up to floth, that they 
frequently remain lying entire days in their huts to- 
tally inaétive. Their huts are of a circular form, come 
pofed of woven rufhes and covered with palm- leaves. 
When thefe are to be repaired it is executed by the 
women, who alfo perform what little. degree of tillage 
Se practife, At their marriages the priefts ufea oreat 
feal of mummery, conclading their myttic ceremonies 
by Asie the couple thus united. It'is looked upon 
as highly criminal fora man to abandon his‘wife, nor 
is a fe eparation ever petenitted but where there are no 
children in confequence of the marriage; in that a 

the woman is no longer refpected, and may be fold 
bartered as a flave. When marriage-contraéts are 6 
be forined, they are conducted in the following manner: 
After a young man who is inclined to marry ‘has made 
choice of a “bride, he goes to demand ‘her of her 
parents, by whom he is never rejeéted unlefs from fome 
very weighty caufe: when thus ‘aflianced, the bride does 
not leave the but of her parents, but employ s herfelf in 
weaving rufhes for the new abode that is to be prepared 
for them, whilft the old couple look out for atpot i in 
which to erect it, to which they bring the wood’and 
palm-leaves neceffary, and when all is ready rear the ha- 
bitation, ‘The bridegroom in the mean time is equally 
bufily employed in foll owing the chace with his father, 
as aeainft the day of marriage, ufually the fixth after he 
has obtained the Seite We his bride from her parents, 
bg muft. produce the fkin of fome favage animal which 
had fallen by his hand, together with the carcafes of 
two roebucks for the wedding- feaft. The fkin of the 
wild 
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wild beaft is hung on the new-conftructed hut, and the 
young bridegroom is declared worthy of his bride, and 
received into the clafs. of married men. If he have 
failed to bring home the. expected trophy on the firft 
day fixed, the folemnization of the marriage is put off 
to a more diftant one, till he have atchieved this act of 
prowefs, and produced the fkin of the flaughtered bea{t 
asa proof of it. When the, wedding-day really ar- 
rives, the parents. and friends on both fides affembie 
before fun-rife in front of the new-hut, where they 
kindle a fire, and the two bucks are roafted whole. 
The young couple muft not be preient whilft theie 
preparations are making, but flay, aceompanied by the 
prieft, till fammoned, by the guefts when the meat is 
fufliciently roafted; and they are then led round the 
fre, the company attending them, with fongs of joy. 
The prieft then taking.a ftalk of maize in each, hanc, 
comes forward to. the fire, and-raifing his.voice ina 
kind of {creara, in which. he is.joined by all prefeut 
Having with thefe vociferations waiked in a fort of 
procefiion three times round the new hut and the fire 
in front of it, a circle is formed about.the fire, aud the 
prieft lays the two ftalks of maize over it to roait, and 
when done gives one to each of the young couple, 
whe eat fome grains off it, and. then the remainder is 
diftributed amoneft the reft of the circle. “The grain 
thus prepared by the prieft, is meant as emblematica 
of the fruitfulnefs. of the marriage ftate of the young 
couple, who it is fuppofed are to have as many chil- 
dren as there remain grains, on the {talk when delivered 
to them by the prieft. -That diftnbuted to the other 
guefts, is meant to exprefs the union which is to fubh ft 
to.the lateft pofterity between their defcendants and 
thofe of the new-married pair, as clefe as that which: 
isnow exhibited in the circle. All now fit down, and 
the roafted amimals are fet before the pneft, who cut- 
ting out the hearts prefents them to the bride and 
bridegroom; and then every one prefent carve for 
themielves, and eat as much as they choote. ‘This re- 
palit over, the whole of the night is. {peut by alf the 
L 3 company - 
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company in dancing and merriment ; and thus ends 
the marriage fettival. ‘ 

A hufband may keep as many concubines as he 
pieafes; but a woman deteéted in too familiar an in- 
tercourfe with any other than her hufband, is punithed 
with death, Few men have more than one wife, and 
by ber rarely more than three or. four children, 
though they fometimes marry fo early as thirteen or 
fourteen years old. ‘The women do not fuffer much 
in childbirth, and are feldom more than 4 few hours 
confined from their ufual occupations on thofe occa- 
fons. Both boys and girls remain under the care of 
tie mothers till they have attained their Gxth year; the 
boys are then inftruéted by the priefts in points of 
knowledge, and attend their fathers in the chafe to ac- 
quire bodily ftrength and agility. The girls itill conti- 
nue with their mothers, the inftru@ion of the priefts 
not being deemed neceflary for them. Their religion 
is paganifm; the fun and meon’ the objects of their 
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like on occafion of vitories over enemies, the 
election of a new king, or when the community has 


been benefited by the deftru€tion of a mifchievous 
beaft of prey. The king is abfolute, and has an un- 
controlable power over the life and death of his fub- 
jeCtss to refilt: his authority in any refpeét is reckoned ' 
the moft flagrant breach of the laws. If evena flight 
offence excites his wrath fo much that hedooms the 
offender to death, fhould any one exprefs’ regret or 
wonder at it, if the prieft tells them it is-the will of the 
gods, all murmurs ceafé, and the culprit meets ‘his 
gate even with joy. 

The king fupports a great degree of ftate in his re- 
tinue and mode of removing from place to place. He 
never goes on the fhortefl excurfion without five or Gx 
elephants led in his train ;and whenhe makes a progrefs 
through any diftant part of his kingdom, he is mount- 
ed on a buffalo finely caparifened, and led by two of 
his mott trufty fervants; in town-he generally rides on 
a zebra; and is always attended by a guard of. officers 
on 
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Hon foot, ten on each fide. Although the priefts have 
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})great power over the minds of the people, yet they are 
‘not permitted to interm eddle in affairs of government. 


) Every man is a foldier; fo that the military force 


‘amounts to between forty and filty thoufand infantry, 


Hand has the re eputation of being a very valiant body : 
they ufe the war-buffalo in battle: with Se neighbour- 


Ang nations they are in a conftant flate of warfare. 
- -Chriftians are not allowed to enter the country, as 
‘they have been accufed, and probably with teo much 


reafo on, of having made fome fecret attempts to {eize 


thy. 


on the government : i& was upon this account tha 
the Portugneze were driven outin 17 763;, an “deal traf- 
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fic with them abfolutely prohibited. All tte anoers who 
do not declare Liiensieined Chriftians may tra vel in fe- 
curity through the country, cert ain. of being treated 
| with kinduefs, and are gene rally well entertained, free 
of all vee . whilit, om the contrary, thofe who are 
| known to | iS Chir ftanise are conveyed ciara from 
vilidgeito village: and matt pay for every thing pro- 
vided for them. Military officers are the judges ap- 
eee in all the towns and villages; but they cannet 
) dcidein affairs of importance, thefe being always ree 
ferred to the king for judgment. 

On my arriva al at Avakana, I was again furreunded 
bya crowd of curious sae ae eager to fee'me, but: 
was treated at the fame time with great civility. J was 
aftked, by means of an interpreter.-who undertiood the 
Con gO language, whether ] was a Chriftian; | an- 
{wered in the negative; upon which a pleatiful fup- 
_ ply of water and meal was s brought, and " € ee 
_ bed. prepared for me. From these bad to the 24th in- 
 elufis ee ft found the reads pleafant, and my enter- 
tainment iu all the villages where! opt xed for refrefli- 
ment or fpent the nights was kindly Gofinael On 
the 25th arrived on the banks of th e lake Zambre, 
and.todk up my lodging for the nigh iin the village 
Keka, whichis nine miles weft of the city -of Zambres 

Here I was received and entertained in the mott 
friendly manner at the hut of the judge, who was a. 

Be military 
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military officer. He behaved to me with an uncom= 
mon degree of politenefs; for on finding I underftood 
the Congo language, he fent to the city exprefsly for 

the purpofe of procuring an interpreter, that he might: 
converfe with me; and when I acquainted him with 

the defign and motives of my eurney, offered me his 

bett ferviees in the profecution of it. He very ob- 

higingly had a rufh mat.placed near his own, on which | 
he prefied me to tleep, and in the morning accompa- 

nied meto the town of Zaimbre, or Zembre. 

This town contains about four hundred huts, and 
irom fifty to fixty houfes. The former are conftructed 
of timberand ftraw, the latter built with @int-ftones 
and mortar. The ‘king’s palace, as it is called, is of : 
the {sme materials asthe other houfes, and ftands fouth= 
eaft of the towny and is furrounded by a-wall of flints.. 
‘The town itfelf ftands on the right bank of the river 
Zambre, is built in a triangular form, and has two 
principal and three crofs ftreets, and is fcreened by 
a wall only om one fide, that from weft to north. 
‘Fhe houfes are but one ftory high, even the palace: has 
no greater elevation. There are eight temples in the 
town, conftructed of wood and. rufhes; that belonging. 
to the palace is of flintsand mortar. The inhabitants 
are in general flothful to an uncommon degree; never 
exerting themfélves in any kind of labour but on the 
moft preffing emergencies, except the potters and 
imiths: the latter aré: moftly employed by the king’in 
making arms for his troops. The palace is of a long 
quadrangular form; in the court-yard belonging to it, 
where the weapons of war are ftored, a guard of fifty 
men is {tationed, who are, however, employed befides 
i many different offices. The king occupies but two 
apartments, fituated on the eait fide of his palace. 
Ele has but one wife, who is not permitted to approach 
him during the day: the two priefts attendant on the 
court temple are equally debarred accefs to him in the 
earlier part of the day; which time he devotes to con- 
fultations 
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J fultations with his officers * on the military and civil 
affairs of his kingdom, hearing the complaints, peti- 
Htions, and remonftrances of his fubjects; and con- 
Pverfing with fuch travellers as vifit his capital. Inthe 
evenings the prieits are admitted to pay their devoirs to 
the king, but muft retire@as foon as the queen is an- 
nounced. None are refufed admittance.to the royal 
prefence; but ftrangers muft. apply for a {pecial per- 
miflion before he will fee them. He is a ftrict ob- 
ferver of punctilio; of an active and martial charac~ 
ter; and is hence looked up to with reverence and 
awe by thofe hoftile nations, though infinitely fuperior 
to his in ftrength and numbers. 

|. When we entered the town I was challenged by 
one ofthe guard, who afked. me whence | came. My 
“companion anfwered, that I was a ftranger whom he 
had brought to introduce to the king ; and after a few 
‘minutes confideration the man allowed us to pats. I 
vexpreffed my furprize to the interpreter, who had alfo 
‘come with me, that the guard fhould hefitate about 
‘admitting me when accompanied by an oficér; and 
was by him informed that the guards here poflefs great 
}authority; and that this man could, in virtue of that 
# authority, have detained me wll he fhould have fent 
notice'to the king of my arrival. .On our arrival at 
the palace another of the guards ftopped me, and in 
'fpite of the officer’s remonftrances refufed to let me 
) pats. The officer now went directly to the king, and 
| informed him cf my being there; he prefently returned, 
bringing out a piece of wood, on which were fome 
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' * Thofe officers are diftinguifhed from the other inhabitants 
by their cloaks and turbans, the former made of zebra-{kins, 
| the latter that of jackals, and ornamented with bones and shells. 
| When they come, from ceremony or duty, to yifit the king, 
| they are entertained at his expence: except this they haye no 


emoluments from him; neither officers nor privates ever ré- 
| ceiving any pay; whatever booty each acquires in war is indif- 
| putably his own property : in confequence of which, from thofe 
| places where they have been as enemies, they have conftantly 
) brought away every thing which could be of the Dighteit ufe ; 
© eventhe corner-poles of the huts. é 
LS marks 
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with a hot jron, and “fhewed it to my 


guard, who then fet mé at liberty, and FI was cons 
duéted into the palace. 


t] 

o advanced t to the door of his apartment to meet 
1a large club in his hand, which for a nioment 

little alarm; but fRiswasfoon diff; pated on 

t ‘olent expreffion of ‘his placid counte- 


e V 
lance; nor had | ever reaion from his fubfegne nt con- 


duct to for rego any part of that prepoffeffion with which 

Fre stare Seed ae ind yea 

He Now infpired nie. His hair was plaited arid decorated 

with fhells: palm-leaves fattened round his w aift, Goal 
1 


vered the lower part of his perfon; the vy pper part wags 
quite naked.. He cole with me-through the mes 
cium of an inter; reter, notwith ifanding he knew 1 noft 
of the words of the language in which J ipoke :— 
Whence comeft thou?” was his. firft queftion ¢ 
cannot exactly ii inform you of,” replied [s+ te 
name of the country where EF was fhi ipwreck ed is uns 
known to me.’* Reriiod a Chriftian?? “No; T aug 
‘gyptian, anxious to get back to my own country,’ , 
** How lone g ie a thou béen travelling ius Po 
** Fourteen revolutions ‘of the moon.” Is it the 
drefs of thy own n eatintey thou now weare{t ?’—% Nog 
I had thete clothes of the South Caffres. 2 Haft” 
pafled throngh fo many nations without peril of 
thy live?’ ** Yes, no perfow-molefted me becaufe 
they faw I was poor; ev ery where the peor le gave me ° 
inéat, millet, nee milk, and «ater, and reteved me 
kindly into ‘the buts, where I flept in fecurity.” » 
* So. flialt thou do eve 3 bet I underftand thy lan* 
guage; therefore thou canft not be very diftant from 
thy own cout’. hon could net underfand 
me were I to {peak the Jangua ge of my grates y; that 
T now fpeak I learned from die king of Angola, who. 
pave me the-mofl gracious rec ‘eption - ; took care pe me 
when 1 was ill, and would not part with me till [ 
was perfeétly cured) Thou fhalt likewife hav my 
protection and fupport, as long as. thon ¢ hole to 
flay with me: come, fit thee dest? Our converfa- | 


tis was no fooner ended, than a mat was fpread fot | 


me, 
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Hime, on which I wis down, anda cup of milk was then 
Bbronght me. Having drank this, I was next afked if 
)1 was hungry; 1 anfwered in the affirmat ive, and was 
Bimmediately fupphed with fome meal. 1 find with 
the king till evening, and was then conducted to a 
A hut contiguous to the palace, where | remained for 
B\the hight. Inthe morning J again atten ded-his ma- 
jetty, who invited me to go witday him into. what he 
Mealled his hall, where his treafures were depofited 
'thefe he tecnica to prize very highly, and difplayed 
with much pleafure, though in realit y triflés-ot no 
) kind of value. They conlifted of a few old copper 
coins, which I fuppofe might have re mained here 
from the time the Portugueze had been in the cotta- 
Htry; two looking-s lattes; an almanack for the yea 
11743; a few fheets of printed paper; four little can- 
hon, fuch as children play with; feveral other childifh 
Nuremberg toys, with aw ooden clock which did not 
' go, and feemed to be paft all manner of ufe, The 
| king, by means of the interpreter, exprefied his re- 
| gret that this machine no longer moved as.it had for- 
| merly done, though he had taken all poflible pains to 
make it do fo. 

When I was alone with the interpreter, T told him 
| that if 1 obtained the king’s permitiion iw ould endea- 
-vour to reftore to the clock the motion which. he 
) feemed to with for. Overjoy ed with this intelligence, 
he ran inftantly to communicate it to the king's whe 
full more happy, confented that I fhould try the ex 
Beeninent; but ae the fame time ordered the interpreter 
‘to ftay -by me all the time I fhould be thus employed, 
left I fhould take out any part of the work for my own 
aufe: 1 accordinely fet about my felf- -impo! fed tafk in 
the royal apartments, under the inipection of my 
overfeer, but it went very flowly on, owing to my 
_ being perfeftly unikilled in clock-making. ‘To dif 
4 tingwi if, the feveral parts of the mechanifm, that I 

night not be puzzled in putting them tog sether again, 
a I marked each as I took i out with a particu lar num- 
B ber, which, for want of other paper, 1 fet cown ip: 
| L6 my 


=) 


t 
1 
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my yournal with pieces ef charcoal and red: lead) 
‘The next morning ¥ went v ery early to my work, and 
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by the time the ‘king made Kis a pearance lad comé | 
y j | 


pleted it: when, on my fetting up the clock, to my 
great fati fain and his unfpeakable joy, it went eX- 
tremely well. There was no end of the king’s fers 


prize ; Na he concluded I mutt be a moft extraore 
dinary artifithus t@eccomplifh: fo quickly what many 
of his fubjeéts had attempted Im vain | 
This circumftance raifed me very ‘high in the king’s 
favour, which I found daily incréafed. My fare wag 
the fame as he himfelf was ferved with; and I accom- 
panied him wherever he-went. In conifeg ence of the 
privilege of being about -his perfon, ] lad an Oppor- 
tunity of feeing the lake Zambre in all its exten t; asa 
apt him in an excurfion ag made thither, fo r the 
purpofe of locking inte the ftate of the fifliery and 
“ ling there. The lake is rather more than three days 
wae n length, of an oval fhape, about half a 
ay s journey over in the broadeft part; but at the 
northern extremity, {carcely more than a mile. About 
forty {mall iflands are ftrewed over it, the reforts of 
innumerable flights'of birds, many of which are taken 
for ufe: great numbers of their egos are alfo pro- 
cured. There isa guard of two hundred men kept 
here by the king, to watch over the fith and fowl that 
are take en, and fecure them fer his ufe ; but from what 
fF could learn, inftead of deing fo, they appropriate 
them to their own, faring on them mott daintily them- 
felves, This lake is w rong laid down in’ moft maps, 
being generally placed partly i in the kingdom of Mafii s 
HS extent too, by thefe, is ftated to be much oveater 
than it* really is.” Another miftake is alfo very com- 
mon with ceographers, who mark outa “34 kingdom 
as Iving between thofe of Maflivand Monem nol; but 
of the exiftence of {uch an one I never ere gain the 


leafl inte lligence, notwith ftanding I made the ftricieft 


enquiries for that purpofe. 
At whatever piace I attended the king ; E laid my- 
felf out to be as’ wfeful to him as I could in matters 
' 6 Ww hich, 


| 
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ghich, ‘though trifle in themfelves, were of great 
alue in his eyes. 1 taught him fome of the various 
nethods ufed in catching fifh and birds; few of which 
fe or his fubjects knew any thing of. I made him a 
wn-dial; and I fhewed his ‘attendants how to practife 
ipme of the different Europeah arts of cookery, 
@yhich made his meat eat much more favourily, with 
ther things equally Lehigh to hiff. I formed inti- 
Piacies with moft of the officers, who fhewed me every 
hark of efteem; frequently affociating me in their 
ontultations, and ndeavouring to ie ean me to 
igree to the king’s predling cefire, that I fhould myfelf 
ecept of an appointment and become an officer. “'To 
ttach me ftill more firmly and perms anently to his 
Ervice, the, king had alfo exprefled a with that’ 
Biould make choice of a wife amoneft his sedan 
at I declined all thefe friendly propofals, at the fame 
ime teflifying my gratitude. I accompanied the 
rmy in three campaigns againft their enemies, af- 
fing them both with 1 my perfonal exertions and my 
dvice: and as thofe enterprizes in which I was con- 
erned, had been invariably fuccefsful, F returned’ 
tom each with an additional degrée of credit and 
teem. 

As I had made it my ftudy to acauire a proficiency 
ithe language, I could now converfe with the king 
‘ithout ides intervention of an interpreter, and cov Id 
negeit many things to him as to public affairs, which 
‘night not have been fo advifeable to have done in 
te pretence of a third perfon; when he attended th 
ublic worfhip of his temples, I alfo,west, and fold 
ne my hands as he did, joined in the prayers. This 
d him to fuppofe that I had conformed to bis reli- 
‘on, and of courfe attached him fill more to me, fo 
vat he would feldom allow me to. be out of his te 
mnces as the higheft proof of ‘his partiality for me 
ie permitted me “to eat along with himifelf when his 
fe was prefent. Iwas never left alone with her 
owever; Dor had I the liberty of entering her apart- 
ment, 
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ment, the accefs to which'was: prohibited to every man 
except himfelf. | 
After a refidence of five months here, I. began fo| 
feel a moit ardent detire for the further profecution of 
my travels; accordingly, I ‘took the frft favourable} 
opportunity of menti ming it to the king, which o¢-/) 
curred on my being ordered to attend him on a hunte| 
ing party. As wé¥went, I broke my defign to him, 
by faying, “ That it was abfolutely neceflary I thould 
return home for fome time, as 1 feared my iriends and/ 
relatives a conclude I was dead; and | felt it @) 
duty to qu net their minds on this fibjeet ; but that} 
after madres ican fanily affairs, I fhould return. to| 
him, and by devoting the remainder of my life to his) 
fer ice, evince my gratitude, for the innumerable be=| 
nefits he had conferred'on me,.and which it would | 
never be in my power to repay in any other manner} 
than by the mioft faithful attachment to his perifon. | 
He returned me no anfwer, but appeared {truck with! 
an extreme degree of melancholy. dn-the evening, | 
as we fat together at our repaft, lie led to the fubjest 
by faying, -* wl ie art. then defirous to return to thy | 
own country.’2 °¢ ’. Prephed, “ if you will give| 
me permiffion ues. exacting a return for se many | 
favours and. kindnefles J have received from you.” 
Thou oweft. me nothing,” returned i. ‘S fore | 
promi ifed thee all the hofpitality it was in my power to 
fhew ; but I fhould be very happy if thou wouldft ¥ 
remain with me.’ I again fated my reafons for 
wifhing to go: upon which he fa id, © Thou mayeft | 
depart when thou wilt; and I will give thee a fafe | 
convoy through my dominions, to fecure to thee a fa- | 
vourable reception in every part of theny where thon | 
fhall_ pafs. But I truft thou will return as foon as|) 
poflibly thou canft, and then thou fhalt have the frit) 
place in my friend fhip.” I exprefied my thanks in] 
the warmeift terms ; after. which he enquired | how foon|) 
J propofed to fet out; and when I told him I fhould/] 
with to-go within three days, he gave immediate ofs| 
ders that on the day preceding my departure a a Chamois] 
goat || 


f 
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voat fhould be hunted, and the hind quarters dreifed 
or mie to carry with me. 
| On the 28th of M lay, 1787, I took leave of my 
Kind friend, who was deeply affected at partino’ with 
me, 2S were moit of my acqtiamtance. An attendant 
wecompanied me, to carry my provifions, and to coh- 
muct me in fafety over the Akmaho- mountains, which 
qre very i infeited with -hons. They ie to the 
| capital, and in that h in 
my courfe. We elaliad through ibn an 
the firft day, two ill-built. villages ile 
‘orn of thete mountains ; and proceec if 

pone of the ficeps, took up our lodei ing at Yelloh, a 
jamlet cont afting of about’ ten or twelve huts. 

inhabitants live but ip poorly; the furroundn ig 

} 


rn 


i 
Seountry producing very little, and they are obliged: 


oS 
Ho bring their water. froma valley at a league’s dif- 
mance. They entertained us, however, with’ roafled 


Fortoife, tozeth yer with fome meal and water: 

Tn the forenoon of the sohy we came to a place 
Where fait-petre works were carrying ov, andin whith: 
we found ten men employed: I examined the-pit with 
Attention, and perceived the fineit kind of this mine- 
fal'to the depth of two fathom from ‘the furface, 
“About fo: urfcore paces further on, I was fhewn a‘ hot 
(pring, whieh one from the mountain of a reddit 


7 


Bcclour, and emitting a fulpbureous {mell. Here we 
| tefted for fome time; and then afcendi: pg-another part 


} 


of the ridge towards evening, reached the vi ilaoe 
Bethan on its northern declivity, in which F reck« ined 
Pibout a a hundred and forty huts: From this height we 
Pooked down upon a fine plain, which ftretched be- 
pheath us to the extent of three leagues, covered with 
Mrufhes, and abounding in fruit t-trees 3 and to the weft 
watered by ah arin of the river Zambece, which from 
Bibence winds among{t ‘the mountains. The inhabi- 
ptants of the village where we now were, are obli iged to 
Bbrine all the w ater they ufe from this river; which in 

the. months of ane and July overflows its banks, 
Haying all the country for a good way round under 
water, 
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water.—.Previous to thefe inundations, the mbhabitants) 
dig holes in the earth at no great diftance from theij 
buts, as refervoirs from which they may. be fupplied 
for fome timeafter the water returas within its ufuall 
botinds. ‘We were entertained but very badly, by} 
the avollo tenet) who allowed us no other.couch On| 
which to pafs tl ne night but the bare ground. In the§ 
morning my guide left me to return home, and I pur: fj 
fued my way acrofs the plain. i" 
I had not proceeded far before I difcovered the vil} 
lage Mufs at no great diftance before me, and was jul} 
anise tulating myfelf on being _ free from. all manger 
£ dan; ger, when fuc idenly my ears were faluted Mith# 
a dreadful howling behind me,.and turning rotind, 10 
beheld a head of cattle galloping after me, purfued byl 


y 


a large pack of wild dogs, ‘Terrified at this. fight, 1g 
exerted all my ftrength and {peed to efcape from thefe| 
tremendous brute eS, and nieve fucceeded by reachs} 
ing the \ jillage, where, immediately on my entering, § 
exhaufted by anxiety and fatigue, I funk breathlefs to § 
the ground, and it was a full hour before I recovered 
from my flupor. The inhabitants throng ed to my 7 
aliftance with every mark of co mpaflion ; ; and on my | 
relating to them the caufe of. my alarm, told me, that 
in thi . “diftri&t I fhould be often liable to fuch d lifafters, 

as in the rainy feafons, when the rivers overtones the | 
calitzes retire to the higher grounds, whither they are | 
followed. by the dogs; and that feafon being now] 
come, this removal had commenced. On further en-§ 
quiring how long it was ufual for the dogs to continue | 
in their neighbourhood; I learned that it would be yet 
two entire moons before they would quit it. I now™ 
began to deliberate whether it would be moft advile- § 
able for me to remain where I was during that term, § 
or to-venture onwards; and I fincerely regretted that § 
1 had not, before leaving the good king my benefac- § 
tor, informed myfelf more fully of all the circum: 
ttances attengHig, my journey, and thus have been im 
duced to fpend two menths longer with him, | 


| 
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On the fucceeding morning, however, I decided on 
ing forwards; and after having confumed the laft of 
 provifions which had. been. furnifhed me by the 
& I fet out. I carefully. furveyed the country alk 


q 


und, and concluded that it would be my beft courfe 
go round by the eaftward.of a. foreft which lay be- 
‘e me. On the direct road I. fhould. have had the 
Moyeniency of three villages which.I might have 
ee at, but then I muft of neceflity. have traverfed 
Gatt of the foreft. That.night I was obliged to. pafs 
Wrdit the branches of a tree, without once, venturing 
Mileep, left 1 fhould have tumbled. to the ground. 
Irly in the morning I defeended from my hirking 
ce, and proceeded in fearch of fome. refrefhing 
ing, but could not difcoverone.. I.then allayed my 
Wefent thirft with tamarinds ; butin a fhort.time found 
by produced the contrary effect,andmy mouth became 


hoe 


i. 
parched, that 1 could. with pleafure have drank the 
pit putrid water; but, even this was not to,be hail. 
lyas now become foenfeebled that I could only creep. 
Wwly, along, and every. moment expected to hare 
en attacked and devoured by wild dogs. At. every 
| Ip f groaned with fatigue and.terror. appalled. by the 
Battering of fuctran innumerable. multitude of baboons 
@i had never before feen, and which made me believe 
bt: dogs were clofe at my heels. 

PWithout injury, however, but. faint and difpirited, 
ivards evening I reached a village called Himogu. 
re I determined to ftay till I fhould recover from my 
@reflion and fatigue, never in the leaft doubting that 
Hhould meet with the moft cordial welcome, as I had 
B produce the piece of wood with burned marks, 
ich L shad received from the king, with a.view to 
Mure me of it, wherever I fhould go‘within the 
hits of his dominions. I met witha repulfe, however, 
che firft and-fecond huts to which I came; and it was 
t without the moft earneft entreaties that 1 was re- 
Bved into the third. In every part ofcthe village 
ough which I pafied,.a throng of the curious inha~ 
Pants followed me; the children in particular fur- 
‘| rounded 


2 
{ 


: 
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rounded me, crying /ollebea’! folleboa! (a Chriftian f 
Chriftian!) ‘The fup pper allotted me was fome very un Hi 
favory meal with muddy water; and the lodging plae§ 
to which I was fhewn, a narrow hut, with four ai! 
twenty goats-as my companions, who did not feem?| 
| pleafed with the intruder; for they did nothing bu 
about, and pay a tHoutaid gambols in ever § 
the if nicht through, as if refolved I fhoul f 
noment’s reft. 
very early nines my miferable couch, mot | 
wearied than’ when I had lain-down; but juft as I wal 
ready to go out on my way to'the larger hut, a viol 
shower of rain came on, ac ‘companied ‘by a tempeftuon | 
wind. I re- jetted thie hovel, and ftood comtemplat § 
ing my bedfellows, and deliberating where I was nex ff 
to bend my courfe; when I was routed from my medi | 
tations by two violent peals of thunder, which quickh § 
fucceeded each other: I‘ now looked out at the doo | 
to obferve whether the ftorm® was ete, foon to blo § 
over, when I beheld) my*hoft, with his whole family § 
agin’ cc the hut, terror painted in their counte i 
ces hen got into the open air, they profile 
tl nen ved -with thel® faces to the ground, each {cream J 
ing-out, “ olf: ner yungo pohlibiny : > {G ods! i unge q 
rot- into the aby et {lh -at ‘eafe as I was, I cou | 
iot help fmiling at this feené of difmay; and goingt® 
wards them as foon as’ the thunder died aw ay, the 
arofe and came to. meet me, enquiring whether 1 ha ' 
alfo been praying to my Gods, © That I do ever 
day,” replied I, “ but I am net alarmed by. ftorm) 
weather, for I know it to be fometimes good for on 
health.’ «Oh! but’ fhould the Gods be angry, aim ff 
ftrike thee with thunder, would that too be good fo | 
thy health ?’ faid they. © ‘© The Gods will not‘do toy 
returped a hilft I] obey their laws, and refpeét th 
mands of the king; but ye will be p unifhed, be 
aufe ye have tranferet fed both.? This had an inftam 
taneous effects my hoft, after locking at me for a flor} 
time, advanced and took me by the hand, and leadi| 
me intoshis-hut, laid before me the beft breakfalia® 
coul\| 
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| afford, confifting of fome goat’s milk, 
Foand a piece of broiled tortoife, and added:a re-. 
f that I would ftay and fpend the whole day with 
LT accepted his good fare, but declined his invita- 
; and having finifhed my repaft, and replenifhed 
BY water-pouch, I depaited” in a northern direction. 
ted in my way three thinly inhabited villages; 
mthe fourth, equally fo, ftopped to pafs the night, 
Ms here better entertained ‘than I expected to be, for 
-n huts of which it confifted, and which contained 
t thirty inhabitants, looked miferably on the out- 
pand within, exhibited every mark of poverty 5 
ever, I got as much broiled tortoife as I chofe to 
fome meal, and excellent water; and when re- 
is to reft, a couch was carefully ipread f for me of 
fs and palm-leaves, on which I flept mof comfort- 
The next day I determined to make a day of 
@by ftaying with my friendly entertainers. I walked 
wR my hoft, a good-natured young man, to a neigh- 
fing plain, where in a fhott time 4 found four tor- 
oe two of which were dreffed on our return; the 
"two were kept carefully for my journey. 
fom the 2d to the sthcf June, I journeyed-over a 
i defart witl hout meeting a fingle human being; but 
nnd fruit trees in abunda ance, with very good wae 
ey nor was | annoyed with wild beafts, Thus being 
fied with both food and drink for refrefhment a 
X ‘er intervals, 1 found my ftrength fo recruited, that 
Biofe four dae s J was able to tive | from eight and 
ty 4 thirty German miles. TI looked onaall fides, 
» for villages, but not one could I difcover ; 
ar a lee arned that had I even extended my 
Mut toa much wider Bes tent { thould ‘have 
Ed but very few, as that northerr part of the eb 
e veh which | was now travelling j is almoft de 
Eof inhabitant S. 
pn the evening of the th I arrived at a place called 
Batu, where are about fourfcore huts, cy fo wide 
ider that it takes half an hour to walk from o 
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M@ity to the othcr. As Ladvanced towards is them, alt 


thoie 
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of the inhabitants who happened to be ftragel 
, after gazing at mé wildly for fome time, | 
away. J fhewed the wooden order for hofpitality wh. 
i had received from the king, but it did not feem| 
produce any effecty for no one offered me any acco 
modations. At length I approached, and gave it I 
the hands of an old man, who, after looking at it, (| 
livered it to the perfon ext him, he to another, and 
on till it came to the laft of the company; he, on 
ceiving it, with the reft took to flight, and left me ftar 
ing by myfelf. After waiting fome time to try wi 
would be the refult, I too ran forward, to demand?! 
token, but before 1 had quite reached the huts, In| 
feveral people coming to meet me, fome of wht 
brought me pure milk, others milk mingled. with ¥ 
ter; meat and meal were alfo prefented me in fa 
abundance, that I had foon a ftock of provifions whi 
might have ferved me for a week. Sitting down opp 
fite to the hut next me, I regaled on the provifiom 
had received, and fwallowed. repeated draughts of t 
inilk. All pretent feemed aftonithed:-at the avidity wi: 
which F devoured fo large.a quantity of the provifial | 
and. offered to bring me more; but.as L had {till a gre Fh 
deal remaining, I prevented them, expreifing a, del 
) father to be thewn,a. hut where 1 might go 
ileep: upon this, feveral offered their fervices to €0 
duct me, and I arofe and followed them. 1 was ne 
Jed to the prieft of the place, who received me witht § 
kindeft welcome, had a good couch prepared for m § 
but prevented my going to reft till midnight, by t § 
multiplicity of queftions he put tome, as, w henge 
came, whither lewas going, if 1 was a Chriftian, ha 
feen the king; with many ethers. i 
On the 6th a party of fix men were to fet outh 
Gohamy, with fome buffaloes loaded with potte! 
ware; they invited me to go with them, which] readi | 
cenfented todo, The beafts were heavy laden, whit} 
obliged us to go on ata very flow rate, fo that it wi 
Jate in the evening when we reached Gohamy. MM 
companions fet up fome ftalls on a green {pace | 
i : | 


! 
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Wit of the village, where they fpread out their goods 
Gy for fale. 1 lay down by them for the night, and 
® undifturbed. This village is ftuated in a beautiful 
ey; it confiits of near a hundred huts, and’ by ‘the 
Mimodioufnefs and. neatnefs of thefe ftrutures the 
‘eller may judge of the induftry and profperity of 
@inhabitants. Inthe morning-I-examined the articles 
@arthern-ware which my companions had brought ; 
‘@) were by no means to be compared with thofe made 
@inrope. The veilels are clumfily formed,’ rubbed 
i with a kind of lacker, which is nothing more than 
juice of palm and tamarind-tree leaves, and’then 


bye the brim: there were alfo fome plates-and difhes, 
Wvery ill made. 

: hat fame day, the 7th, T left my fellow-travellers, and 
Mnded the frontier mountains; thefe conGit of two 


@ns, forming a femicircle from eaft to weft: and 


of them appear to have crowns, as if of fecond 

rifing above them. I crofied them in an oblique 
tion, but only got over the firft range, and that 
extreme difficulty. Inthe evening I arrived at 
fam, and was received and kindly treated by the 
fon who iscalled overfeer, and whois likewife a mi- 
officer. As there were frequent and heavy rains, 
M@mplied with his requeft to prolong my ftay;-at the 
of three days I took leave of him, prefenting him 
@) a older as a token of my gratitude. For another 
Bch | gave him I had change in return, confifting of 
t@ hundred fhells. Before t fet out YI enquired how 
@h further I had to travel before f fhould reach the 
e@lers, and was informed that it was fcarcely a days 
@ney to Kohlogom, which was the laft village be- 
ing to this territory. 
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Vhe athe + a 5 at the Sift frontier huts of he MI 


tans.—Sketch of the hiftory and deferiptio on of tha 


tion. As the rainy Jeafon has commenced, he is com 
fo fi ay for fome time, under very unpleafant circa 
in. the village of Mytoh—Sets out from thence wi 
buffalo ariwers, who were going into the kingdol 
Oroba.— Tra vel ls from. the territory of - Moffecuejoss% 

caf? fide of the kingdom of Mcnemugi, which ha 
Otcba ; croffes ie river Druma ; paffes thro ugh the | 
ticr vill age Nahvat ; comes up with a war-t ‘oop be 
Z > 
P [i 


€ 


hay af 


> A 


ng to the Kinonians. — Separates from his. fellow-th\ 
e} cends the great mountain tothe weft ; and ay 
: Pia the e Mophank ‘aS, qh Tiwi ll in CAVES. — Ls fa i 


ably rec ved by thers cas prefe nted to their kingame ¥ 


a Sa 


account of that nation ; their cufloms,y mannerss, quan | 


the Jo foil, and form government. eh the hing, 
re li roton, and uaregis uACOMIMON prod: lu tions of. the cou 
dis geography afcertained,—and maps corvecte lam 


author’ s defen to travel.with a.caravan to Guinea, q 


RS ETE 


Eb ok then ace return to Europe. Puyfues his journey th I 


the wv: lages of Ok igothen, Ulwvoh, and Matoh, to. 
h, the refed ce of. the king. i placed among)t 
Slaves. me Vi gh: 5 hike efeape. —Tra: vels overs 


farts, afcends the mountains of the moon, and con® 


¢ 
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.N the rith I left.the mountains behind me, tf 
reached Kohlogomay, the village mentionei f 


my lait c nan which contains two-and-twenty ] | 


fter_refting here for a couple of hours I trawi| 


onwards, and in the eyening crofled the borders § | 


after wh ich I reached afew huts, the firft in the ten} 


ry, inhabited by the Moohatans. This is a popml 


and warlike nation, who dwellon a tra@ oflandw 


belongs to the kingdom. of Moncemugi, and are) 
ject to its king. They formerly inhabited ano} 
colt | 
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a under the dominion of the king of Mufchko; 
the attempting to force his brother.on them as fo- 
eign with a view of opprefling them {till further, 
2 latter being a very cruel prince, they revolted, and 
ihiting fome other nations alfo under his rule to join 
tm, ‘they defeated and flew him. The king, his 
Bother, enraged at this, marched an. army again tt 
fe confederates, vowing to inflict the fevereft chaf- 
>ment on them; but he was quickly repulfed. Still 
bre incenfed, he levied a much greater force, witha 
ed determination entirely to extirpate this rebellious 
Byple: they waited not his approach, however, but 
sing, implored the protection of another monarch. 
hus the Mohootans, in the year 1728, became fube. 
Ft to the king of Moncemugi, who eranted them 
wretched diftri@ on the borders of his dominions, 
lere rugged’ mountains and unfruitful valle; $ prefent 
Emfelves alter nately to the eye. heir country ex- 
Beds about two days journey in length, and is inha- 
b d by about fixteen thoufand fouls. They have 
pted the manners of their prefent mafters in many 


Whey pay no tribute, but are bound to affift the king 
pb fuccours in time of war, and to defend thofe 
| i tiers where they. refide from hoftile attacks. They 
Me chiefs, who are called dbinypo, and are always 
etted from amonett their oldelt men; thefe do not 
id them in.the field, but delegate the command to 
finger perfons. It is ‘molt opanid this nation ob- 
ved its prefent name from the king of Moncemugi, 
en he firft took them under his protection ; as in 
language of that country zoohate fignifies franger. 
r {pent two days in this village, during which time 
vas plentiful ly fupplied with provifions, but was 
admitted into a fingle hut, the inhabitants being 
@ain that I was a Chriftian. On the iqth I pro- 
@eled but about three leagues further, where I {top- 
fat a few -huts; as the waters, which in the rainy 
Mons flow down from the mountains, had now col- 
ed into a fort of lake which nearly covered all the 


plain, 
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plain, I requefted fhelter for a few days from the! 
ic lie of thefe fequeftered huts, offering to TI 
hem-each day fixty gauers or fhells: ‘to thefe ter | 
they readily agreed, and here I\took up my lodgn} 
till the 24th. It rained’ almott incefiantly during }| 
firfk days of my ftay; the wind blew in gufts from} 
north 5 and the water rofe confiderably. Ifaw nu § 
“bers of calitzes’ {wimming about in different parts, ' 
at length, unable to bear up any ‘longer, ‘they wf 
drowned. I was informed by the inhabitants, that § 
times of the heavy rains numbers of thefe are gener: | é 
borne by the torrent down the mountains, wheretl f i 
are thus carried to and fro through the water atth} 
feet. A fingular circumftance here ftruck my ob{ 
vation, that in all the violence of the ftorms oft 
and wind, the fky, inftead of being overclouded W 
bla cknefs, affumed a fiery red. I’ became at Ten | 
weary of lingering ‘here in idlenefs, particularly ¢ J 
“was confined to a finall hovel a wmongi{t fome goats, | J 
being permitted to enter any of the larger habitatio | te 


b 
a 


and fated days feeing no human ‘being ‘but an old yp 
man, who brought me the fcanty pittance of mealé | 
four ‘enh S illotted me; and not unfrequently'L was) 

prived of even this refrefhment ; for my attendant § 
ways fet Spi! n what fhe brought. me on the srouml . 


her ut mnoft foe fo that a an y of the tte wi ’ 
as myfelf, fared but fparingly, happened to } 
“nearer the fpot than miyfelf, they would feize on § 
put and leave me to faft. 
On the 24th, then, Itook leave of my unple | 
quarters, and walkéd up'to my middle-in water XK] 
length of way, till, after muc h fatigue and no ine} 
fiderable degree of peril, I gained the fummit-of al} 
fituated midway between the huts I had left and N 
village Mytob. TI refted here for an ieee ie vies J 
with attentive eye the diftridt which ftret x | 
I then again fet forwards, and w the dul 
fuffered any material injury arrived at Mytob. " 
bitants received me kindly, but were mc) 


opr 


» if 
mit 
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prized at my temerity in venturing through the waters. 
I ftaid here till the 19th of the following month, as 
inevitable death muff have attended any attempt to 
) proceed further, to fuch a height had the floods rifen, 
After the interval of a few days I perceived a total 
change in the behaviour of the inhabitants towards 
me; they loft all that refpect which they had at firft 
vfhewn me, and I was thruft to the furthett extremity 


i 


jof the hut in which I lodged, where 1 was again obs 
Higed to affociate only with goats. As this part was 
very loofely conftruéted, the rain entered it in all di- 
rections, and I was for an entire week literally drenched 
Sin water, Iwas, inconfequence, attacked with a-fe- 
ver; and, to add to my mifery, the people, ocheving 
omy diforder contagious, drove me without mercy from 
)corner to corner, and at length threatened to turn me 
pout even from this poor fhelter, leit the animals with 
whom I fharedit fhould be infeéted. 
)) This village confifts of fix-and-thirty huts, with a 
temple ; to the latter of which, as the natives informed 
e, pilgrimages are made from every part of the coun- 
ty within a circuit of thirty days journey round. On 
the {pot where it ftands, it is believed, the aflaffins who 
gad murthered the holy king Amahratas of Yaga were 
Wihortly after ftruck dead by thunderbolis, and thence 
me veneration in which it is held*. The huts then- 


felves 


_* Icannot vouch for the truth of this ftory, which is related 
p various ways ; the following the moft general: The king of 
faga having waged war againft this country, hadtaken prifoner 
Pind put to death the king of Moncemugi; at fetting out on this 
Xpedition he had given orders to his foldiers, that they fhould 
yut to the fword every one of the enemy whom they fhould 
neet, not even {paring the children. This was fuppofed to be 
Py Aeant as a retaliation on the Moncemugians, who having taken 
) number of his army prifoners had roafted them alive. Hehad 
zat the main body of his army forward, and was himfelf followe 
png, attended by a fmall efcort, when fome of the fugitive Mo- 
Picemugians, who had taken refuge in the caves and forefts, on 
Paring thefe dire€tions of the boftile king, perceiving him now 
Pp weakly guarded, purfued and took him prifoner, with his 
Pandfutl of followers, and, having deliberated for fome time, put 
. M him 
. 
| 
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felves now appeared to me as if in danger of being 
laid under water, as the whole:region round, as far as 
the eye could reach, was overflowed by an arm of the 
river Druma, the floods of which had rifen'to a tre- 
mendous height. Fortunately however the weather 
changed; the fun fhone forth, and kindly breezes res 
vived the face of nature. I offered my hoft two gil- 
ders, in return for my accommodation, bad as it was 
but thefe he refufed, from ignorance of their ufe and 
value: I then prefented him with a hundred hells, 
which were much more acceptable to him. 

On the rgth a great number of travellers with buf-’ 
faloes arri' ‘cr at the vill: auge. ‘They were on their way 
from Moffeguejos, a-country lying to the eaftward of 
Moncemugi, to the kingdom of Otoba, for the pur- 
pofe of bringing back falt. .Thefe people had been 
repre ‘fented to me in the-horrid light of cannibals; but 
from every obfervation I could make, the afperfion was 
totally void of foundation. On finding that they, 
as ah sive as myfelf, were bound to the n orthward, I atked 
ifion to join: their company, which was readily 
granted ; and at dawn of day on the zoth the whole 
train began to move, the buffaloes in front coupled 
ogee her. After an hour’s travelli ing we reached the 


banks of ‘Ap river I juft now mentioned ; here I was 
feated on the back ofa buffalo, and was thus conveyed 
fafely acsofs. We then wound round a mountain to 
the eafl, that we might avoid a fandy plain which lay 


before us, and foon arrived at Nahvet, a village con- 


” fitting 


him to death, and threw the body-on a large fire, and there left 
it to confume, haftening away left they , fhould: be maile prifoners 
in their turn... The army haying waited in vain-for their king, a 
force was difpe atched back in fearth of him, who foon found his 
ill-fated remains. Shocked at this fpectacle, they ufed all dih- 
gence to find the perpetrators of the horrid deed; when, coming 
to the place where now this temple ftands, they found all the 
mui therers dead, except one, who was alfo dangeroutly hurt : he 
farvived however to relate the whole tranfaétion ; 3 conc! luding 
with the acknowledgment, that he and his companions had thus 
bsen ji fly punifhed by the Gods for the murder of io pious@ 


hess 
king 


&° 
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fifting of fixty huts. Here, according to my ufual 
practice, Lafked for fomething to eat; but my. requeft 
was not complied with, the inhab itants not having a 
fufficiency for themfelves; I was therefore obliged : to 
be fatisfied with a draugl nt of clean water. This is a 
frontier village of the kingdom of Moncemugi, where 


tothe left the kingdom oF Mufchako, and to y the ‘ight 


that of Otaba begin. Soon after leaving it we crofied 
another river, and halted for the night. on a moun- 
tain, where I made amends for my long faft by regal- 
ing on two tortoifes: 

“The preceding day we had feen mo favage animals, 
but we were now arrived in a region -where they 
abounded; in the night, during our reft on the moun- 
tain, we were vifited both by ‘wolves and tigers, and 
in the morning feveral lions app proached us. very near. 
My fellow trav rellers were much difconcerted by this, 
and it was with fome-difiiculty 1 could prevail on 
them to rally their {cattered fpirits. - Ehefe were very 
poor people, living wholly on, rcots and fruits, and 
as this was a feafon in which no fruits were to be 
found they were often obliged te faft for entire days. 
They told me that twice in every year they perform 
this journey, during which they have fundry difficul- 
ties to furmount. and dangers to encounter; obliged 
to defend themfelves from wild beafts, and to elude 
the {nares or combat againft thé violence i robbers. 

Towards noon we overtook a military party of the 
Kinonians, whofe country in .maps is called Bamba, 
They were armed with. javelins and battle-axes, and 
gave us an account of the occafion of their prefent 
expedition. About. twelve days before the Otobanes 
had marched again{t them, -{preading devaftation in 
their way, having burned feveral villages, and flain 
upwards of a hundred of their people; but, hagan g now 
raifed\ a fufficient force, they were PIep ared to meet 
them, determined to infliét on them that chaftifement 
they merited. When they had left us I confulted my 
companions, whether, asa ftranger, I neni run any 
sik in travelling through the territory of thofe Oto- 
MZ 


banes » 
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banes I had heard mentioned. - They ftrongly advifed 
me againft entering it if f would travel in fecurity ; 
that as long as I travelled with their caravan I had no- 
thing to fears but they had now but two days journey 
to whence they were to bring their falt, after which I 
fhould be obliged to proceed alone. For the re- 
mainder of this day I continued with them, and we 
did not pafs through any villages; on the fucceeding 
morning I took leave of them, turning wettward to- 
wards a ridee of mountains not far diftant, as moft of 


6 


the low grounds were ftill covered with water. In the 
courfe of this day I faw neither man nor beaft, nor _ 
did the ftony foil over which I paffed produce either 
fruit or root; fo that at night I was obligedto ftretch my- 
felf on one of the rocky. cliffs to endeavour to reft, with 
out any means of fatisfying the cravings of hunger. 
On the following, the 23d day, as I defcended the 
further extremity of the mountains, I met eight men 
who were returning from the chafe. On perceiving 
me they feemed eager to hurry on; ‘but, impelled by 
the hope that by their means I might be enabled to 


isfy the hunger with which I was tormented, I cal- 
fed after them ; to my great joy they ftopped till I 
came up to them; when they afked me what | wanted, 
vho Iwas, with fome otl.er queftions of the fame na- 
cure. Having. liftened to the anfwers I returned to 
rhefe queftions, they turned about, as if to leave me, 
having firft eyed my drefs with fome marks of furprize; 
but | entreated they would take me with them, to 
which, after fome hefitation, they confented. ‘They 
then led the way to the wef fide of the moun- 
rain, where I perceived. a multitude .of people af- 
fembled, but not a fingle hut. My furprize at this 
Gircumftance, however, was foon over, on their con- 
du@ing me into a commodious cavern, and fhewing 
me fifty of the fame kind of habitations contiguous to 
each other. I joined them in their fupper, which.con- 
Gfted of roots and water, with -a very {mall proportion 
of fleth-meat, and then laid myfelf down for. the 
sight. Early inthe morning a voice at the mouth of 

the 
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the cavity In which I had flept called to me to com 
forth: 1 did fo; and when I had got on the outtice 
my breakfaft was prefented me, confift ng of fome 
meal and water. 

A crowd of inquifitive people now collected around 
me, to look at and interrogate.me; and I was again 
obliged to anfwer all the queitions which [ had dore 
the preceding evening, with many others, and to con- 
tradi@ the various ailertions brought forward concern- 
ing me, Some afhrmed that I-was a Chriftian; others 


‘contended that } muff be a Mahometan; whilft a 


third party expreffed their belief that J was a runaway 
flave; each fupporting the opinion he advanced by rea- 
fons ‘which he fuppofed conclufive. It was propofed, 
and affented to by many, that I fhould be fent totheir king 
Moyaphar *» others, oi a which number were molt 
of the women, thought it would be better to detain me 
here, as I was fo white and handfome: finally, afew gave 
it as their judginent, that meft probably I was a fpy from 
fome nation, and might foon be followed by numbers 
of my countrymen ; “that therefore, for their own fe- 
curity, they ought to put me to death, and thus livtke 
an awe into thofe who fhould core after me. To my 
infinite relief this lat propofition was rejected : one old 
man particularly exerted himfelf in my behalf; and 
concluded by faying, “* Let us fupply the itranger with 
food, treat him with hofpitality, and then futfer him 
to depart in peace” then, turning to me, he et aed 
whither [ meant to goz I anfwered, into Egypt; and 
added, that it had not been my original intention to 
come into that country; but hearing, fome days fince, 
that two of the neighbouring nations were engaged in 
awar, I hadturned afide, out of my direct line, to tra- 
vel among a people from whom I was certain of not 
meeting with any moleftation. I then entreated he 
would 


* So is the king called who reigns over this country, marked 
in mapsunder the denomination of Maheko. I never heard 
the proper name of the country itfelf pronounced; at any time 
when I heard the nation mentioned they were aiways called the 
Mophanians. 


: 
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would procure me!per miffion to proceed on my jour- 
Hey. That thou wilt foon brain returned. he; 
“but thou. muft firit be conveyed te our king, to 
whom thou mayeft thyfelf make known thy defres 
at prefent come with me into my cave, and partake of 
what fare I can give thee.” I was "fo vail ly pleafed 
with this benevolent old man that 1 paffed three days 
with him; (and, wher Sonne: leave, pre fented him with 
a gilder, as a proof o f my gratitude; which, though 
unacquainted with. its value, he corneal with an 
uncommon .degree of fatisfaction. 

The king of this country is abfolute, and poffeffes 
an extenfive tract of teri ritory, its leveth from eaft te 
we{t being ten days journey, its breadth feven fror 


° 
? 
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_nerth to fou th. In ma ny parts it Is Mountainous ; inte 


much greater proportio xn ftretches into ‘vallies rich 
with: fertili ty, the products of which, however, are 
turned to fmall account by the inhabitants., In one of 
olive kee mountains is a gold mine; but the king 
will not allow it te. be worked by his own fubjects, 
choofing in preference to farm it to his neighbour, the 
king of Mohopharo, for an’ annual ftipend. Timber 
grows here to great perfection, and in large quantities ; 
and ¢ animals of all kinds alfo abound: it feems in pars 
ilar the native foi! “i the Zebra, the flefh of which 

js eaten as a choice de licacy. There are a grea ib variety. 
of fruit-trees, the moft uncommon of wh hich are the 
domo, and» the inkohak; the former bears a kind of 
apple, but without pippins; it is of a golden hue, 
about the fize of a hen’s egg, and in ta afte not unlike 
a eee ee leaves are long and narrow, or {pear= 
fhaped: it is found upon the mountains, and grows to 
it of the cherry-tree; the bark» re- 
{ the cinnamon, and, as well as the 
inn is carefully preferved throughout the year, and 
ufed medicinally as a firengthener. The infohak isa 
but very large, in both fize and traps 
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(peiges of ea br 
refembling a hen’s ego; it as ‘covered with a hufk of a 
fine red colour, which I think might anfwer well as'a 
dye-ftuff: the earthen-ware I oblerved coloured with 
1f5 
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it, and its brightnefs was not at all impaired by the 
fire: the kernel of the nut is white, and has a flivour 
of cinnamon. The tree itfelf is as large as our oaks, 
and is the whole year through cove red at the fame 
time with both fruits and bloffoas: the leaves are the 
fame fhape as thofe of the fig-tree, but are much 
larger. 

in time.of war the king able te bring into t te 
field an army of near four shin ro good foldiers. 
‘The inhabitants are too flothful to build huts or se a 
even of the fialleft kind; the generality of them 
therefore live in“’caves or holes of the rods ee 
king, as moft of the fovereigns of the country do, 
live es Wa a ftile of great pomp, whith is aces at 


“Oo 


i 
rc = t " > a 3 . } | ye ee 
much exnence: whenever he uppears in public he. is 
y 
esd a any rsa pe ie} é 
attended by a guard 0 of Glty officers, called sedsmays + 
CZ 4 


all his officers-are either fons of the royal ¢ stro 

or perfons who have emime “ein ating “hed them- 
felves in the field; they are fo numerous that. their 
proportion to the privates 1 is as One Ge To the 
eldeft man of each family is fubmitted the arbitration 
of all difputes which may arife amongit the members 
of it. 

The king has the fole difpofal of every thing his 
fubje&s poflefs,, not excepting.their wives; for any of 
thole which pleafe him he linmedi iately feads, and 
the hutband attends nee to him, to return thanks. for 
the mighty hononr conferred on him. - Young women 
who pote any en of beauty muft all, be pre- 
fented to the king before they are “married ; and .it 1s 
looked upon as a very high mark of royal favour to 
any of his officers when he whines on him one of his 
eight hundred concubines, if fhe no longer pleafes 
him. The king is much addicted to nu nerititi on, ur 


which he is till more confirmed by his Bie five or 


‘fix._of whom are conftantly a about his perfon, ‘The 


prevailing influence of the priefthood, here ig no lets 
injurious to the ftate than in many parts of Hurope. 
Accefs to the king’s concubines. is proliibited 
every man under pain of death, the, priefts. alone ex- 
cepted, 
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Along fearlet cloak, made of an infertor kind of 


cloth, is generally a part of the king's drefs; and he 
always wears a {word by his fide. “Phe foldiery in 
general wear {words alfo, with a fhorter kind of cloak 
made of yoat’s hair. There is not a fingle town nor 
village, fueh as are feen in the cther-countries of Af; 
rica, throughout this whole kingdom, the « inhas 
bitants for the moft part living in caverns, fuch as I 
have before mentioned, with the exception of a very 
few, who erect tents, and thefe are placed at a confi. 
derable diftance from each other; near the king’s cave 
only, or about his teut when in camp, are any num- 
ber of either feen together: about a hundred habita- 
tions always furround his wherever that is’ fixed. 
They change their places of refidence feveral times in 
the courfe of each year, changing generally to where 
water is moft convenient, and the foil at the feafon 
moit productive. Their chief articles of food are millet 
and Indian corn: they ufe goat’s milk, but have no 
great quantity of it; their religion is Paganifm ; they 
worfhip the fun and moon, and their public religigus 
fervices are performed beneath the open iky; the 
people forming a circle round the prieft, who repeats 
the prayers, during which he and the whole congre- 
gation often proftrate themfelves to the earth. There 
2zre no temples in any part of the country. No man, 
except the king and the priefts, is allowed to have 
more than one wife: and it is a rarity for a married 
couple to have more than fouror five children, they 
are fo phlegmatic. They know nothing of circum- 
Cifion; nor is any kind of ceremony practifed at the 
birth of children. Their dead are, for the moft part, 
buried on the fummits of mountains, or depofited 
heneath heaps of ftones, with their faces turned: to- 
wards the eaft: meat, which has been previoufly 
bleffed by the prieft, is put into the grave with them. 
‘The men are much more indolent than the women 3 
except when engaged in hunting, they feldom rouze 
themfelves from a ftate of total inaction, ftretched at 
their lengths in theif caverns. ‘The women, on the 


contrary, 


“which dwelt about twenty perfons; thefe ees ely 
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contrary, are generally empipyed’s they weave tents, 


and cloaks of goat” s hair*; dry the fkins of ass 
make veilels of earthen-ware, and perform all the 
domeftic offices. Their pottery and dreiled (Fins faa 
articles of trafic with other nations, from whom they 
receive iron-work in exchange. 

Their language is very nearly fimilar to that fpoken 


‘in Congo, except that the o is ufed in place kd the a 


of the latter, with fome very flight variations; the fame 


idiom prevails as far as the river Niger. Sled 
here are inftructed by the prietts, who give their lef- 


fons twice a day in the open air. 

~ On the 26th I took leave of my kind hoft, and, at- 
tended by a guide, fet out tow ards the refidence of 
the king. We directed our courfe to the north-weit, 


‘crofling feveral mountains which interfected the plain 


through which our path lay, Thefe fleeps were in- 
habited by Mophanians ; who, on being told I was a 
{tranger 0 my way to the | ng allowed me to pafs on 
without moleftation. In the “afternoon my guide lef 

me to return home, having previoully directed me to 
follow the ftraight line before me. As the waters 
however had not yet run off the lower, grounds, I 
was fometimes obliged to take a circuitous mae 


_ Early in the evening l arrived amidit fome cavern » in 


ely 


concluded me to be a flave belonging to the king of 
Haphai, + who had been difpatched on fome metiaze 
to their own king; and as this character of ambaflador 
feemed to give me confequence in their eyes, Id. ‘ 
not endeavour to undeceive them; and they treate 

me with great kindneis, with a view, as I found, tha at 


if koe 
Bf Wout 


* The hair of thefe animals here is as fine as filk; whilft 
on the contrary, from the Cape to the deferts, the wool of the 
fheep is hard, like dog’s hair, and is very Httle ufed. 

+ This kingdom in maps is marked under tbe denomination 
of Mahoko, frnietinies that of Atziko3 but it is placed much 
more to the fouth than this I fpeak of, which however mut 
be the fume. 
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I might make a favourable reprefentation’ of thei to 
the king, They gave me an ample {upply. of meal 
blended in milk and water, made a foft couch of 
fkins for me to fleep on, and next day conducted me 
iome miles on my way 

As the fi floods were yet far from being entirely fub- 
fided, I was obliged, a much rifque and difficult Ity, 
to fwim acrofs two rivers. Lions alfo impeded my 
progrefs, as feveral sibatite ed. me with very threats 
ing ts, fo that | was frequently forced to feek 
refuge by climbing up trees, and there remainin o fill 
the danger was pait; fom e even followed me cl lote to 
the mouths of caves; which were ‘AhabReed by the 
atives; and though purfued from thence with fhouts 
and noife, retreated but very flowly. ‘To the eaft of 
the road I now purfued runs a chain of mountains; 

which extends in a ferpentine line to the banks o the 
Nicer: IF afcended a path which rans along o one fide 
of thefe fteeps, where 1 faw falt-petre in great abun- 
dance; Hine was alfo fome gold and copper ore; 
but fearcely a fingle tree to be met with ; the in a 
bitants of the furrounding country are therefore 
odliged to. ufe rufhes inftead of timber as fences to 


= 


their’ dwellings, thefe they pile up in large heaps at 
the mouths of the ir caverns. 
At the diftance of about half a day’s journ ey from 


efidence . T came toa vitlaegy as it might be 


called, confifting of many of thefe’ caverns together, 
} applied ot to an it Pee with ote pots that | hew om 


dmiffion Siti his habitatielis! 2 and, pointing to a 
see SF ‘nfhes at its entrance, aid i might fleep there. 
J then went w icky the fame petition to fome others, 
but was equally unfuccefsful. At length an old many) 
for the recompence of fifty zimpos, gave me fome 
and flefh-~meat, and would have received me 
into his cave, bad he not learned that the prieft had 


ia) 
pa) 
a 


rejected ‘me from his.. Depreffed and out of humour, 


bk threw myfelf en fome ruthes, where 1 flept bul 
little, 


’ 
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little, and at a very early hour in the morning arofe 
and purfued my journey. 


It was near noon when I reached the king’s  refi- 
dence, which was at prefent in a camp, fituc th d on the 


rife of a hill.. I was immediately conducted, to the 
royal tent ; when the king, an athletic y young 


the ufual socditens vhence Ve came, aie whith 
going? When I had anfwered thefe he continued 
Sins?  Lhow arty fuppole, a Moor, and art pro- 
bably come with fome private defign, which thou dott 
not chufeto difclofe. If i find my conjecture well 
founded, dread my fevereft referents: if it. prove 
otherwife, thou fhalt experience miv protection, and 
receive my permiflion to travel freely nee gh my 
country.’ Having faid this, he ordered me to'b be con- 
ducted to the. tent where his guard was ftationed 3 
here I found thirty foldiers, who behaved to me with 
much ahi By a fpecial order from the king 
I was fupplied with “flefh-meat, meal, and w ater, and 
was by all looked upon as a gueit under his protec- 
tion. 

I was no further interrogated till the uit of Auguft, 
but remained in charge of “the guard ; on that day i 
Was again brought before the. king, I found bim 
feated before the entrance of his tent, furrounded by 
priefts and military perfons. On my appearance, he 
called out tome, “+ Haft thou brought me no prefent 
from thy country?” ‘1 have, -as. I faid to thee 
before, laft all :” « Artthou then a Chriftian?’? No; I 
aman Arab.” “ Thou haft faid thou hadtt quit wy 
direct road ; Ae was thy motive for vifiting my coun 
try ?? ‘+ Hearing that the nations, thy neighbours 
were at war with each other, I thought it not -ad- 
vifable to travel through their cet iieraess I therefore 
turned towards thy dominions; having been informed, 
whilit yet many days Spuphet diftant from th em, of 
thy power, clemency, and wifdom; as alfo of the 
hofpital lity af thy fubjects. »  ¢ Whiilt thou art, in my 
territories thou fhalt be fafe; but the frontiers are i- 

mM 6 fefted 
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fefted with plunderers, who will feize and murther) 


thee; remain therefore with me.” ¢* | will return te 


thee after T {hall have vifited my brotbers, my fitters, 
my two wives, and my children.” «Bri "ing thy wives 
and children hither; L will affign a tent “for thee to 
dwell in with them. At prefent thou mutt tarry fome 
days longer- here, as the plains are yet too much in- 
undated for thee to travel over them; and wert thou 
to crofs the mountains thou wouldft be in danger from 
the beafts of prev, with which they abound.” 

Although perfeétly convinced of the truth of all ke 
fiid, TF could yet have wiilied to panoees directly forty 
Geritan miles further, that 1 might be in. time to 
overtakea caravan, which I knew w ent every yearfrom 
Kammoh, or Kururfra, to Guinea as foon as the ris 
vers had relied within the limits of their banks. Upon 
further confidering the point, however, 1 thought it 
better I flould remain in my prefent firnation for fome 
little time longer, than to purfue my journey now at 
the imminent peril of my life. 

Having decided on this, I applied myfelf to learn 
the method of making cloaks and coverlids of goat’s 
hair, and in a very fhort time was as expert ur the art 
as the natives themfelves. The looms for -weaving 
here are very differently conftruéted from thofe of 
Europe: inftead of thofe foot-boards by which our 
weavers alternately raife and lower the threads of the 
warp, they teach the children to draw the threads 
afunder, whilft the perfons employed in making the 
web throw in the woof. The loom confifts of four 
pofts ftuck in the ground, to which are fixed frames, 
from which the yarn for the warp is extended; be- 

neath thefe fits the child sept to feparate the 
ns reads thus ftretched, and on each fide flands a grown 
perfon, who throw to each other an oblong uttle, in 
which is fixed the yarn which forms the hat and 
which paffes backwards and forwards every time the 
child forms the opening. ‘The webs thus made are 
from one to three ells iquare: the yarn is {pun on 
{fpindles, which they twirl about with great dexterity 
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1 introduced an alteration in the weaving-machine 
which [ ufed by placing boards for the feet to fave 
the labour of the child; as alfo a beam on which to 
roll the warp. I fucceeded very well in my attempt; 
but the inhabitants were too much attached to their 
own method to adopt any new one, even though a pal- 
pable improvement. 

At the-commencement of September I began to 
feel an eager defire to refume my journey; 1 accor- 
dingly mentioned my wifh to the king, at the fame 
time acknowledging my obligations to him, and I 
immediately obtained his permiffion to depart when- 
ever I chofe ii. On the 3d then I fet out ina nor- 
therly direction, that I might avoid fome low grounds, 
which were yet in many places overflowed. This feafon 
of the year is here much the pleafantelt for travelling 5 
the face of nature, which, during the rainy period, is 
wrapt in gloom, now reanimated, difplays frefh beau- 
ties; and the fun-beams, whilft they enliven each 


I 


feene,.are lefs fcorching than they become a month or 


two later. At different intervals of the day I faw 
botiv tents and caves, but, being furnifhed with provi- 
{ f, 

fions, I kept aloof from them. At fun-fet, however, 
I topped aimongit fome ftraggling tents to requeft a 
lodging for the night, which was granted, but I could 


“not obtain any kind of food. On the fucceeding day, 


about noon, [ reached the Aohawgo (treacherous moun- 
tains) which appellation it is moft likely they obtained 


from the vaft number of lions which lurk there and 


feize unwary travellers, This is a narrow ridge, and 
in forme parts is not more than half a day’s journey 


‘from the laft I mentioned as lying eaftward from my 


road. I reached itabout evening, having, not with- 


out fome labour, and rather an exertion of refolution, 


traverfed a wild and rugged valley, faid by the inha- 
bitants round to be the abede of evil fpirits; few of 
them will pais through, going a circuit of fome hours 
length to avoid it. 

| From the sth to the gth I paffed each night unfhel- 


tered, and on the bare ground; never at thofe times 
| being 


| 
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being. within reach of a human habitation. The a 
at intervals was uncommonly bad, but nature finiled | 
all around and cheered. my path. Here, for the firft 
time on my travels, I faw- a touykoham,* not without a 
confiderable degree of alarm left I fhould be attacked | 
by it; but it made no attempt to do fo. I learned | 
afterwards that this animal is by no means inimical 
to mankind; in confequence of which intimation [| 
often, in the fubfequent courfe of my journey, caught | 
the young ones, and regaled on their flefh, which E 
roafted. 
On the roth, about noon, I arrived ata clufter of | 
ents, two-and-twenty in number, where I obtained 
ome milk and meal, for which’! paid twenty’ of my | 
hells, and. afterwards titer ives to fome others at 
ome di@ance:s here J was kindly entertained. for the 
ight, and on the morrow proceeded in com] pany with 
ome men who were going tothe gold mountains We 
reached: it the fecond day, and found many: perfons 
in the mine at a confiderable depth from the 

f the oat They invited meto go down 
1e procefs; but i did not venture, not knows 
ing el fafe. it ig be to truft myfeif with them 
I addretied myfelf to their corakaty (overfeer) who ex- 
preffled much pleafure at having it in his-power to ace 
commodate me. He had a large and commodious 
tent, in. which was ftored on all: fides a quantity of 
dried fruits and roots, with a plentiful fupply of flefli 
meat weil faved: from thefe he preffed me to help 
myiclf with assmuch as I chofe, fpread a plentiful 
meal before me; and in fhort, difplayed fo much true 
hofpitality and good~nature as prepofleffed me much in 
his favour, and I was led on by it to Pree fome days 
with him, in compliance with his earneft t requett. He 
fhewed me the manner in. which hie ‘gold lay in the 
earths 


¢ 


] 


* This animal is in fhape like a greyhound; has long hairy 
and a tail -refémbling that of a lion, with tufks juft the fame as 
a wild-boar.. The hair is nearly half an ell long, and foft as 
filk. Not being ‘much: verfed in natural hiftory, lam nee 
apne to determi ine whether this creature may not be known @ 
tho,e who are, by fume other mame 


¥ 
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) 
‘rth * ; the grains were about the fize of thofe-of mil- 
t; deep pits.are funkin different parts of the moun- 
lin, under. which fubterranean {prings flow ; in theie 
ke nets placed, madeiof rufhes woven very.clofe, in 
hich the waters in their courfe depofit the golden 
feature. 
} I made a ftay of fix days with this refpectable man, 
Who did every thing in his power to make it agreeable 
} me, .treating me more like a brother than a ftranger. 
Be could write very well in the manner of the, coun- 
‘y, which is by infcribing figures and words on the 
taves and barks of trees, thefe he made me imitate ; and, 
amy tur, l carved the German characters as pat- 
erns for him, and he copied them with a great degree 
Bfaccuracy. I fhould have prolonged my abode with 
Him had not an. opportunity prefented itfelf of pro- 
leeding under the convoy of four-of the people he fu- 
verintended, who were charged with the care of carrye 
Ing a quantity of gold-duft to the king. 
On the 17 


qe 


th I took leave. of my: kind friend with 
Smotions of the fincereft regret, and proceeded on my 
lourney in company with thofe perfons I have men- 
Bioned. Our progrefs for the two firft days was attend- 
td with many difficulties; our path lying alternately 
hrough thick forefts, over rugged fteeps, and foetid 
Snorafles : lions, tygers, and buftalees prowled on every 
Fide, and infpired us with difmay and apprehenfion. 
pve {topped for the firft night on the fummit of a lofty 
Hminence, that we might be the further removed from 
thofe enemies to our repofe. At fun-rife we again fet 


Biderable river called Vobala, which forms the boun- 
Mary of the kingdom through which I had jutt oars 
‘his 


) * The king Mohopharo, as I fome time fince mentioned, 
farms this mine from the king Moyapher; he pays for it in 
Bruits and flefh-meat; and befides, generally employs the fub- 
Pe&ts of the latter as laboarers there, providing for their fubfift- 
mace all the time they are at work tor him, 
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This fecond night we halted on an open plain 3 but 
were furrounded by fo many favage beatts as effeétually | 
prevented our enjoying any rett. Unrefrefhed and | 


alarmed, we arofe with the fun; and before noon, to 
our infinite joy, reached a village called Ohgotha, cons 
fitting of fixty-feven habitations. 


The curiofity of the natives here was ftrongly excited | 
by my appearance; all thronged to get a view of mey | 


and each made me the kindett offers of friendthip and 
protection. 
This nation varies very little from that laft defcribed, 


either in language, or manners and cuftoms, except in | 


this particular: here are no profeffed priefts, but every 
father of a family aéts in that capacity in his domefti¢ 
circle. The people are poor, notwithftanding their 
country may be pronounced the richeft in the whole 
extent of Africa ; as it abounds in gold, which, if ins 
dutirioufly managed, and properly difpofed of, might 
procure every comfort, and even fuperfluity of life. 
The king is abfolute mafter over all his territories, and 
all the gold found is his exclufive property. This he 
unthriftily difpofes of in exchange for cloths of the 
worft quality, looking-glaffes, {ciflars, knives, nails, 
and trinkets of little or no value, to the Portugueze, Spas 
niards, and fometimes to tie Englifh who vifit the 
coait of Guinea; by which barter, as may be eafily 
conceived, he lofes confiderably: for each cargo of 
goods thus brought into the country, which are feldom 
worth more than two thoufand dollars, the importers 
receive in return gold, ivory, and furs to the value of 
fixty thoufand. Thofe three European nations I have 
mentioned carry on a traffic of a fimilar nature with 
many of the other countries of Africa, obtaining the 
moft precious commodities for thofe of the inoft infigs 
nificant kind. 


In this territory are again to be found regular vile 


fages and huts covered with rufhes, the inhabitants not 


being under a neceffity. to roam in purfuit of water, as | 


it is everywhere in plenty. They have goats in every 
village, and in fome tame buffaloes. The men, when 
NOE 
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pt fank in floth, employ themfelves in hunting, whilft 
He women conduct all houfhold concerns, [ cannot 
Hetend to pronounce as to the exa& extent of the 
ty: as uninhabited deferts flretch to the northern 
Bid eaitern extrer ties, which it is nearty unpofibie 
ti Beplo: re; a huge chain of mountains, in moft places 
Mtaliy inaccefal ble, prefenting a moft tremendous bar= 
br. Befiles this there are. great inequalities in the 
feadths of different ditria@s. “This nation is accufed 
tfome of their neighbours of eating human fiefh ; 
it I think Ican affirm the charge to be void of foun~ 
Shtion. What 1 fay pee has given rife to it ts, that 
Heirteeth are pointed; it isa heen with moft of 
ve € inhabitants from their infancy thus to fharpen their 
Yeth; and as this is in general looked upon as a mark 
P diftinguifh cannibals by coop people have been con- 
RB ded” with others of that defcription.. I -cannot, 


— 


“ae 


“Pvever, deny that their idinsrs are favage, and that 


pbbery | is even fanctioned by their laws: “but I could 

tpferve they mace diftinGtion in this eae taking 
aly from thofe whom they knew to be fo rich as not 
be much hurt by lofing what they deprived them of, 
‘om tl.is mode of calculating, caravans are not always 

Be from oe pillaged by them. ‘They are more nue 

Herous than the laft nation I had vifited, and inhabit 
traét of country extending on either ade “of the river 

ohala, that being the moft fruitful region in their 

rritory ; it is In Jeneth about two days and a half’s 

Surney. here are fome villages fituated on the fron- 

rs to prevent the inroads of: their enemies. The 

‘ohal a interfe€s the country in a winding courfe from 
a to weft, furnifhing them with an ample fupply of 
¢ fineft water. 

a have already mentioned the kind reception I re- 
ived from the inhabitants of the frontier village. 
they led me into a circle which they had formed 
bund a fire; danced, fang, and played a hundred 
}mbols about me, ged fecmed animated with a uni- 
Drfal j joy. After an hour fpent in this kind of extra-. 


gant merriment I was conducted towards the buts, 
On 
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on the way to which a conteft arofe which oval 
have the privilege of lodging me for the night. Bi 
icngth. their schief advanced, accompanied by hil 
daughter; and, after liftening for a few minutes to thh 
lifputants, took hold of my hand.and-Jed nie into Aili 

t.. Here a bundle of rufhes was fpread for me, | 


t 
which I immediately threw myfelf. I had lain abou j: 
half an hour, when my. hoft, whom I had heard calle fh 
evo, Luppofing me to be afleep, faid fomething (fp 
laughter. of whic] i sec | 
augnter, of which I guefled I was the fubje@v 


We hose 3 on Sed ° ] i. 4) Sons seen i ] Y 
Alltenea attentively, and feon difcovered why I hach 


been the obje& of. ftrife amongit them, and that eaeh) 
withed to have mevin his pofleffion, «+ We ‘hall obs} 
tain a handfome prefent from our king,” faid he, 

when we prefent him this fine white flave.” The 
girl was filent for a few minutes, and then begged @| 
ber father not:to fay any thing more of his proje& Mi} 
that time, but to give her leave to go and lie down bes i 
fice me. He did not immediately confent; but fhe 
perfifting, would, I believe, foon have obtained the || 
permifiron fhe required, had not her mother juft then t 
entered the but, and begur to fpeak of fomething elie t 


és i, 


=e 


lq 
i 


o 


however rendered my fleep broken and difturbed, 1 


. 
4 | 


wondered that I had heard nothing fince my arrival Of } 


.) 
=e 


cr them the following morning, had fet out during |; 


Thi 


a 
I had awoke very early, roufed by my folicitude as fo} 
the fate now impending over me, I looked about the 
hut, and found all the reft of its inmates were fill bile | 
ried in fleep: I therefore arofe, and, it being a fine 
morning, ftrolled forth. At. not many paces diftanes 
I perceived a clear ftream) of water, one part of .which 
had been deepened into a pool, probably for watering: 
the goats. I now felt a ftronger defire to bathe than 
1 bad. ever experienced in any former period of my 
travels; I accordingly threw off my clothes and leaped 
nto 
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the pool. This operation. produced. a+ more 
Hirable fenfation than I can exprefs, and I felt as 
(|@pired with new life and vigour. 
how returned to the hut, the mafter of w hich, if 
ae Informed, had gone in fearch of me; I mentioned 
iy Bpfe pre efent how I had been employed, whi ch ea 
pd highly to approve of. My hoft foon returned, 
buntenance clouded with gloom, which, on feeing 
bturned before him, vanitfhed, and he accoited me 
ia {mile of pleafure, praifing ne for being fo 
lable.’ His daughter too looked at me with aie 
@lacency, and’ even fondnefs; and as foon as he 
a@mts had guitted the sib t fhe flew to me, and flinging 
s about my neck, atk ed whether? 1- would-not 
vith them. * To-morrow I muff fet_out,’’ faid I, 
reat way further to travel,’’? ‘¢ Thou 
my, hi ufband if thou wilt flay,” returned fhe. 
very thing to footh: her, and fhe became more 
Ful, treating me with as much familiarity as if we 
Ibeen long ‘acquainted. Her father too feemed 
y pleated with the friendly terms I was on with 
hughter, and J am fure would have been glad had 
fided to remain here and take her as my wife, As 
kere fitting, however, converfing amicably toge- 
about noon, in his hut, moft of the inhabitants 
le village came thronging to the door, to demand 
y hott whether he did not mean to fend me off 
; he king, that they might the foonerre- 
refent they expected in return. He told 
s 1 had lately gone through great fatigues 
ce ive time to recover myfelf, This wed 
i@fthem for the prefent; but they. infifted that my 
I@fture thould not be put off longer than the next day, 
‘hich he was obliged to confent. Meeeinil ys 
th@ollowing morning had epee begun. to dawn 
wf a ia of the villagers were already at the door of 
put, declaring they vere come prepared to con~ 
dh Be. My hoft and his daughter now alfo got rea- 
dv attend me;.andin about the fpace of an hour we 
amt out. 
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The toad was wretchedly bad, and at every ftepw 
met with obftacles which wunpeded our provrefs + fom | 
times fharp-pointed rocks, at others heavy fands, aan} 
often thickly entangled thickets. At length, Titi 
afternoon, ve fucceflively pafled through the two 
lavés Ukvo and Matoh, faw fome ftraveling- huts) 
little further on, and foon after reached Acymirol | 
where. we had fcarcely entered before upwards of a hip 
dred perfons flocked eagerly around us, attradedam| 
curiofity to fee me. As evening was now ad ane | 
it was thought beft I fhonld not be prefented to th! 
king till the next morning: I was therefore conduit 
toa hut, where, during the whole of the nicht, 1 wai 
expofed to the intrufion of muititudes who Hocked it 
to gaze at me, a j 
About noon the following day, the 21ft, T was Con. 
ducted before the king, by whom I was graciouflyre.| 
ceived. He was jutt going out, and had not time te| 
talk much to me; the few words he did addrefs tome| 
he concluded by faying, that he could not permit me | 
.to remain in his country, being perfectly fatisfiedt | 
was a Moor, and had fome fecret defien in coming, | 
The perfons who had. been fo eager to britig me thither | 
were difappointed of their expeéted reward; for the! 
king, inftead of accepting of me, feemed determined, F 
from the perfuafion of my being. a Moor, that I hould 
not even remain in his dominions. For my own part, | 
I felt extremely happy at this decifion of the king, fo} 
much more in favour of my own purpofes than I had? 
expected; and I fhould not have deferred my depart 
afinele day had I been certain of the route I ought to 
purfue. I had not yet relinquifhed the idea of endéas j 
vouring to overtake the caravan I have already mene | 
tioned, travelling with it to Guinea, and thence taking 
my pafiage to Europe in a veffél belonging to fome \ 
Chriftian power. Iwas become weary of travelling; 
and forefaw that, if 1 were compelled to continue my i 
journey by land further into the interior of the country, ” 
I fhould {tll have fuch innumerable hardfhips and dif. | 
ficulties to encounter as made me fhudder to think of 


I refolved, | 
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lived, therefore, to continue where I was till I 


oul have obtained all poffible information; and in 
Hourfe of my enquiries collected many uleful 


‘ulars. 


ad now remained here five days, andsiras no per- 
hd received me under his particular protection, I 


pt fome times compelled to be, for my fubfift- 


}at others I was fupplied with meal and four 
oy a few young women who were kindly partial 


@: nor had I any fixed lodging for fleeping on, as 


not admitted into any of the huts; and I was 


od to ftretch myfelf on the ground before them, 


i 


Wight in-ene part of the village and the following 
ather. 
Be weather was intenfely hot; and on the 26th, 


the inhabitants were flothfully ftretched in their 
1 laid myfelf down in a fhady place at fome little 


iffce behind them, without confidering, that fhould 


fleep, and the fun meanwhile come about, fo as 
im full on me, I fhould be terribly fcorched by 
rning rays; quite overcome with the heat, I did 
ito a flumber, from which I did not awake till 


il by fome perfon fhaking me with much violence, 


ed up; and, looking about, faw one man {tand- 


{ 


ear me, and fome others a little further off; I did 


now they had any other defign than merely to 
me, and was going from them; but the man who 
next me prevented me, by laying hold of me, and 
he I muft come to the king: this, as I afterwards 


i 


mi, was one of the royal flaves. His mafter, who 
”a@ ing to the river to bathe, happened to pafs by 


bot where I lay afleep; and inquiring who the 


erfi was who lay thus expofed to the fun, was in- 


Bring me before him. I was not difpleafed at the 
ions, as I hoped I flhould now obtain his permif- 
oir travelling through his territories, which was all 
H>refent waited for. On my appearance in his 
relfce ke demanded how it happened I was ftill here, 
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| 
he having fuppofed that I had been fome days jour f 
from hence. I anfwered that [ had ftaid fora fhort tiff 
to reit after the fatigues of travelling a: great eal | 
way, and now only waited for his permiffion tog} 
through his dominions. Who gave thee leavell 
come into my dominions?” afked he, in return. ]} 
perfon but thyfelf could give me fuch a permiffiol 
replied I, ‘* and I came of myfelf to implore |} 
don and protection.’ “ I told. thee, when thou wh 
firft brought before me, that thou muft immediat [ 
leave my country: fince thou ‘art fill here, howept 
thou mayit remain amongft my fervants ‘till i} 
talk further with thee: at prefent come along w } 
me.’ I now attended him to: the river whilft 1! 
bathed, and afterwards followed with his train tot 
royal habitation. He then himfelf fhewed me’ into}?! 
adjoining hut; faying, ** Stay here till I give theeful! 
ther orders.” This was the refidende appropriated i 
his flaves, who all feemed much pleafed to receivet 
amongft them. Herel received’ the fame kind’ofd |! 
allotted for them’; confifting of a black kind of me? 
and water, with each dayabout the breadth of thf 
fingers of fefh: which had been dried inthe fun. I 
couch for fleeping vas the bare earth in the midft)| 
the flaves; from whom: in afew ‘days, I got fuch 
quantity of the vermin called Pharaoh-lice, that f gop} 
{weep them off mein ‘handfuls. The flaves laugh 
at my difguft, dnd the pains I took to-get rid of then! 
telling me it was labour in vain ; that every one herehi 
them, and that the king himfelf was not free!ffg} 
them, though he bathed everyday. The emplo}! 
ments affigned me were to colleé reeds and thornsft 
fuel, to attend the king when he bathed, and to aflaft 
the works at'the {mith’s forges. i 
My companions had, from -flothfulnefs | of ‘difpal ti 
tion, voluntarily entered into this ftate of royal flavet |i 
in preference to labouring ‘for ‘their own fubfiftene | 
This 1s no uncommon praétice, and thé flaves of tf 
priefts and of the perfons employed: in public office | 
as well as thofe of the king, are generally of thisd| 
foriptiol | 
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ition. ‘They are not, however, by this means ex- 
mted fromm what they fo: much dread, being often 
ved to work hard; and, befides this, they are never 
h moment fecure from being fold to foreign flave- 
@rs, and of courfe being tranfported to other coun- 
| Had any of thofe who travel about for the pur- 
Be of {faves come during my ftay here, I fhould un- 
ptedly have been fold or bartered to them. 
here was amoneit the female flaves one who, from 
orft, had fhewn a particular attachment to me; had 
tded me every where, always contrived to.be my 
ant in whatever work I was employed, and by a 
fand kind offices had manifefted her affetion,: 
Giithe 12th of Otober fle and I were, as ufual, affo- 
eed in the tafk of carrying fuel to the royal but: 
Winced of her friendly prepoffeffion in my favour,’ 
Intured to difclofe to her a defign I had formed of 
e@eavouring to effect my efcape; entreated her con- 
Bnce and affiftance; promifing, either that the fhould 
he companion of my flight, or handfomely re- 
Hed in cafe fhe chofe to ftay behind. She inftantly 
Hed to affift and accompany me; and, in confe- 
hee, began from that time to make preparations for 
departure: and, in the firft place, as my fur 
ik, from lying fo much with the flaves, had be-’ 
ie too filthy for me to wear, fhe made me a cover-' 
}of palm-leaves; fhe next accumulated a little 
@ of provifions for our journey: and on the 1sth, 
Se again jointly employed iu carrying rufhes, the 
i@irmed me that all was in readinefs, and that we 
ght the very next morning carry our projected 
itprize into execution; charging me to be at the ap- 
hted place by times, that we might elude the obfer- 
@on of our fellow-flaves. I accordingly arofe'at an 
e@ier hour than ufual, and found her already waiting 
e. 1 now thought we had nothing to do but to 
cut; fhe would not, however, go without fettling 
Me iminaries, and afked me what was to be her reward 
he brought me off in fafety. I fhewed her three 
gilders, 
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gilders, which I promifed to give her; but faid fhe 


muft firft accompany me acrofs the river, and as far as 


the mountains of the moon. Aftera little confidera- | 


tion fhe {natched up our bundle of provifions, flungit 


over her fhoulder, and then defired me to follow hey, | 
Having bent our courfe to the northward, fhe led me 


over that part of the river which was the eafieft fo 
pafs, and we then proceeded in a zigzag direCtion, in 


order to avoid the villages on each hand. ‘About noon | 


we reached the foot of the mountain; and now all my 
fears were pretty well over. Here we fat down to eat 
one more meal together; andthen, having takema for 
rowful leave, we parted. 


I had with me halfa kan of meal, two kans of wa. 


ter, and about two pounds of flefh-meat; and this was. 


to be my fuftenance for fix days. My money was fe. | 
duced to twenty-feven gilders, and I had remain. 


ing about fifty of my fhells. My overfeer had ocea- 


fionally lent me a fmail hatchet for cutting down the ¢ 
thorns, and this I had brought away with me; and | 
thus furnifhed I took my way. With much labour | 
and difficulty I attained the fummiut of the mountain, | 
where I refted for the night; but did not kindle a fire, ' 
{till fearful of being difcovered. I yet adhered to my ! 
original intention of joining the caravan if poffible; | 
and for this purpofe I determined*to proceed with the | 


utmoft exertions of fpeed to the kingdom of Akoma- 
ko (Vangara). Accordingly, before the dawn of day, 
I again fet forward; but was foon obliged to fto 
fhort, as, from anarrow pafs through which of necel- 
fity I muft go, hideous roarings informed me. it was 
then the retreat of a number of lions. 1 therefore fat 
down on a projection of a rock, to wait for their dif- 


perfion. At fome diftance this mountain appears to | 


rife ina fharp-pointed fpire, yet at the fummit there is 
a flat in fome parts a mile ortwo over. To the left of 
my path I faw a gold-mine, in which were fome peo- 
ple at work ; but I did not dare to'approach it, froma 
poffibility I might be feized and conveyed back 7 
piace 


! 
i) 
No 
tl 
0 
ki 


| 


InveERior oF Argica. 265 


ppiace of my flavery. ‘I now endeavoured to gain the 
youter path of the ridge, as my patlage over the inter- 
vening rocks was attended with the utmoft toil and dif. 
Hficulty ; in getting from one rugged cliff to another, [ 
}was often obliged to hang by my hands whilft I fought 
fa fupport for my feet, at the rifk of being plunged 
headlong down the precipice. -I halted in a recels, 
where, concealed by the bu fhes, I colleé&ted fome 
phiftles and grafs to make a fire; when, having broiled 
three {mall tortoifes | had found, and {atisfied my bun- 
gzer, I lay down clofe ‘to the embers, and took an hour 
}or two of not very tranquil reft: 
Tn the forenoon of the igth I croffed a charming 
plain, from which, foon after, I entered a fandy and 
darren tract; here, however, I found a refrefhing 
Wpring. From the zoth to the 24th I faw neither 
pvild beaft nor human being ; found neither fruits nor 
ater; but was obliged to. keep on my way, hungt 
ind weary, over fandy waftes, with here and there 
poly fome {mall hills fcattered over them. My water. 
pouch was drained completely dry, and no water could 
'find for filling it again; and the violence of my 
hirft almoft overwhelmed me with defpair.. On the 
}5th I reached the limits of the kingdom, where a row 
pf huts appeared, built from eat to weft; I loft nota 
jagment in hefitating upon the expediency of avoiding 
tem ; the impulfe prompted by my parching thirft was 
}0 powerful to .be reftrained, and I approached that 
jeareft me. I afked for fome water and a little meal 3 the 
tter I could not procure, and the water which was 
iven me was fo naufeoufly brackifh, that {carcely had 
} tated it when a violent Commotion arofe in my fto- 
bach, and I felt my whole frame difordered ; fortu- 
ately, however, I was foon relieved, by cafting it all up 
Wain. Curiofity now broaght numbers round me, but 
fo refrefhment was offered, notwithftanding all my 
ntreaties. At length one of the crowd, who appeared 
p be their chief, advancing, took me by the haud and 
pd me to his hut, where he prefented me with both 
| N meal 
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meal and water. I gave hima gilder in return, which 
rendered him ftill more bountiful; fo that both my 
hunger and thirft were fully fatisfied : he alfo filled my 
water-pouch before my departure, and gave me befides, | 
a fufficiency of meal for two future repafts. Hence T 
croffed the borders; and in the evening entered a val- 
ley, in which were fituated fome huts belonging to the 
territory of the Yomahanians. 


m1! 


Inrertor or Arrica, 
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Particulars of the author’s arrival amonef) the Pomaha- 
“f| av 


nians.——A fhort account of that peotle.—They receive 
him kindly, and entertain him with tiger's fichh.—He 
leaves them, and proceeds acrofs Dahamta, northwards. 
to the kingdom of Volyagtem.—In this part of his journiy 
he falls in with the ree wandering negroes of the fron- 
tiers, who are diftinguifhed by the ndme of Taomuh.— 
Some account of that tribe; and of their arts and com- 
merce.— Lhe auther travels in their company as far as 
their habitations on the frontiers of Bahahara.—Bricf 
hiftory of that nation.—November the 19th he fets out 
qwith. their caravan for Vangara, by the avay of Vad- 
gayu, Ghouto Yomy, €¥c.—Not able to bear the fa- 
tigue of this mode of travelling, he is taken ill, and 
obliged to be left behind.—Soon recovering, he refumes his 
Journey,-and returns back again by Yomy to Yandoka 
and Bakahara, where he is detained for a fhort time as a 
Slave ; but, in reward for having repaired fome arms 
belonging to the king, is fet at liberty; and, obtaining 
a royal pa/s, goes to Kahoratho.—Defcription of that 
country and its capital, 


. 


| 7 ‘THE Vomahanians are not a numerous nation, hav= 


ing fcarcely more “than three thoufand men fit to 


§-bear arms. They are faithfully attached to their rulers, 


Qi 
a | 


are Courteous, warm-hearted, and hofpitable. In cuf- 


} toms and manners they differ very little from the pri- 
) mitive ftock of which they form a branch. hey have 
)fometimes, however, recourfe to pillage, and even to 
jinurder. The oldeft men of each community are al- 
) ways elected to the united offices of prieft and judge. 
| They are in general looked upon as a part of the negro 
)nation, though nothing can be afcertained as to their 
) origin. They were, in fome former time, poffefled of 
)@ territory differently fituated from that they now inha- 
}bit, from whence shey were driven -by more powerful 


N2 neighbours ; 
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neighbours; but where that territory lies they cannot 
themfelves now determine. | 
Soon after my entering the country I arrived ata 


{mall village, and was conducted to the chief, who re- 


ceived: me with much kindnefs, gave me an ample 
fupply of meal and water, and afforded me the re- 
frefhment of a good night’s lodging. I would have 
repaid his hofpitality by prefenting him with fome 
fhells; but this he declined, faying, he did ne more 
than his duty in entertaining diftreffed travellers. Pre- 
vious to my departure in the morning he gave mea fup- 
ply for my journey, of meal and tiger’s flefh, the latter 
of which I had never yet tafted; he then pointed out to 
me the road I was to take, and cordially wifhed me a 
good journey. About noon I reached the Faham, a 
{mall river, of which the water is pleafant for drinking, 
though of a reddifh caft. I refted for a couple of 
hours on its banks; and finding my appetite rather 
keen, regaled on .a piece of my tiger’s flefh, which I 
thought much better than that of goats. 

Eor many days paft 1 -had not met with a fingle fo- 
re{t-tree, and even the fhrubs had been but thinly 
{vattered on my way, and thofe of ftunted growth ; but 
here I found fome flourifhing palm-trees, and wild 
beafts were again to be feen. Within the circle ofa 
hundred German miles the lion is almoft the only 
beaft of prey who haunts this region; yet is he not 
clothed with all that terror that might be expected; 
when not wantonly irritated he never begins the at- 
tack, but will allow the traveller to pafs unmolefted. 
During the courfe of this day I paffed near three vil- 
lages, but did not enter any of them, haftening on to 
Dayhamta, where I met with the moft friendly enter- 
tainment. Iwas here informed, that if I directed my 
courfe northward, I fhould, in the courfe of three 
days, come to the borders of the kingdom of Vohyag- 
tam*, On the 27th I croffed a narrow ridge of moun- 

tains 
® J am not abfolutely certain whether this be the fame king- 


dom which is marked in maps by the name of Dauma or not. 
This 
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tains in a north-weft direction, and early in the even- 
ing reached another village inhabited’ by the Vomaha: 

nians,.,.where I paffed the night, and departed next 
momiing, followed by the kindeit withes of the inha- 
bitants: & carried with me hence a fupply of water 

and reak fufficient for two days; a very lucky circum- 
ftance for me, as during that time T met with neither” 
water nor fruitss The village 1 had now leit is the 
lat to be met with in the territory of the Vomahanians, 
notwithi{tanding their trontiers were vet feveral German’ 
miles diitant. 

On-the 28th and 2gth my path lay fometimes 
through {mall tracts overgrown with fhrubs, at others 
over extenfive fandy plains; and, as [ had been taught, 
to expect by the people of the village where I had laft 
lodged, met not a fingle beaft of prey: to retard my 

rogrefs. On the evening of the zoth, on halting for: 


‘the night, I kindled a fmall fire, and then gathered a 


heap of grafs together for a couch; but fearcely had I 
Jaid myfelf down, when the. found of human voices 
affailed my ear; they at firft feemed to be at fome dif-- 
tance, but liftening attentively without changing my 
pofture, I perceived that by degrees they advanced 
ftill‘nearer, and that there were feveral perfons who 
converfed together. When they had advanced within 
a few paces of me I ftarted on my feet; and placed my- 
felf juft before them without uttering a word.’ On 
perceiving me they began to interrogate me, demand- 
ing, what I didthere? ‘* Making a fire,’ I replied, 
s¢ to fright the wild beafts from attacking me.” Who 
art thou? they afked. ‘‘ An unfortunate ftranger,” 


seturned I, «¢ on his journey through this country.” 


Whence comeft thou, and where is thy refidence ? 
refumed they. J made my ufual anfwer to thefe quef- . 
tions, that | was an Arab, and had been fhipwrecked. 
On finding that 1 underftood their language, they in- 
vited 


This laft is there laid down. in pretty nearly the fame fituation 
in which Vohyagtam lies, except that at one part it extends toe * 
far to the eaft, and on another about as much too far to. the- 


north. 
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vited me to accompany them, telling-me I fhould have 
both food and lodging if I would. do fo; | therefore 
left the fire burning, and followed them. We travelled 
onward for about a couple of hours, and then {topped 
at the bottom of a hill, where they fhewed me the 
Jodging in which we were to pafs the night, Ir wasa 
eave which ran in beneath the hill, with an arched 
roof as if formed by the hand of art. Here they pro- 
duced what provifions they had, on which we regaled 
together. 

Thefe were a band of fix-and-twenty perfons, bes 
longing to that race of negroes who live on the con- 
fines of the kingdom of Vohyagtam. They are an inde- 
pendent people, not fubjeé to the authority of any fove- 
reign ; and carry ona very lucrative and extenfive trafic 
by barter, between the coaft andthe inland country toa 
confiderable diftance. They procure from the Portu- 
gueze, Englith, and French, who vifit the coaft, hard- 
ware, looking-glaffes, Nuremberg toys, and works of all 
kinds, with other articles. In return they bring down 

old duft; ivory, furs, and other products of the country. 

hey meet with the moft encouraging cordiality from 
atl thofe nations with whom they thus trade; no at- 
tempts are made to enflave them, nor to reftrain them 
in their dealings. The reafon is plain, as both fides 
obtain what they wifh through their means in this mu-- 
tual commerce; the Europeans, as may be eafily be- 
lieved, axe highly pleafed to receive the gold duft and 
other precious commodities of the country in return 
for the trifling articles 1 have already enumerated, to 
which may be added trinkets equally infignificant in 
value, as corals, bracelets, rings, earings, &c. which 
the kings in the interior of the country prize no lefs in 
their turns. Should the fubjeis of thefe dominions 
moleft them in any way, on complaint being made to 
their refpective fovereigns, the perfons fo offending, 
are either punifhed with death or fold into flavery. 
Thefe people alfo deal im flaves, whom they procure 
in their progrefs through the country, and bring down 
to the Europeans on the coaft. They call themfelves 
Taomub. 


INHABITANTS of BAHAHARA. 
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WFaomuh.. Their numbers,: according to’ their own: 
)ftatement, does not amount to more than two thoufand 
fouls, including. both fexes. They perfifted in the 


i 
but I did not experience the worfe treatment on that 


Uhaving removed that prejudice; They were very ur- 
)gent that L fhould accompany thent the next: time they 


joining fome of my own countrymen}, or elfe proceed 
‘with them to the ifland.- Fernando, from whence they 
lwere now.come. I explained to them that this would 


as_to purfue that I muft fill. go further inland here. 
They. were fatisfied with this reafon, but faid we need 
jnot yet feparate, as they were now to take the fame 
iroad £ meant to purfue.. 

We accordingly fet out together,.and: on the 3oth 
Treached the frontiers. We halted for the night between 
itwo ridges of mountains which ftretch along the banks 
lof the river Tron, forming boundaries to the: territories 
of three diferent nations.. To.the weft lies a valley 
lextending into the kingdom of Bahahara *, ‘which is di- 
ivided from that of Vangara by thefe mountains; and 
along their feet on the fouthern fide is the.frontier par- 


'@iil further.on by the river I juft now mentioned. 
This river hasits fource from the lake Bifhma (Burnu) ¢ 
and: flows to-the fouth-weift. 


| ® This kingdom does not appear in the map now before me5 
| ner doany geographers mention it. . I have written its name 
Bahahara according to the pronunciation of the negroes. 

|. + A lake which receives its waters from the river Niger; it 
‘is about a day and a half’s journey in length, and four German 
| miles in breadth, The ftreams of three principal rivers are fup- 
plied from it, viz. the Kahmgtho, which flows in a north- 


) the Gambaru, which takes its courfe towards the eaft. Befides 
thefe three greater rivers, feveral fmaller ones alfo take their 
} rife from this lake, but.they are dried up at certain feafonse 


opinion they had firft conceived, that Pwas a Chriftian ;. 


account; their conftant intercourie with the Europeans: 


i went to the coaft, where 1 might have an opportunity of 


) be deviating from the direct line to my own country,- 


tition of the kingdom of Vohyagtam, which is. carried > 


| About’ 


® eaftern direction; the Trungoht, which runs fouthward; and 
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About noon we aitived at the huts of my feilow- 
travellers, fituated on the confines of Bahahara. ‘T! 
other inhabitants teftified a 
on feeing me, 
brought by 


ie 
mixture of joy and curiofity 
concluding immediately that I had been 
their comrades from the jiland Fernando, 
On hearing, as ] pretended, that J was not a Chriftian 
but an Arab, they became much lefs cordial tome. 
was extremely furprifed at their behaviour in this 
point, ‘fo diamet ically oppofite to that of* all other 
African nations;-but I could eafily account for it on 
Seing told that the Arabs and Moors are moft determined 
euemies to their commercial enterprizes. Every year, 
as I learned, a’great “caravan goes from’ this place to 
the kingdom of Furno, a matter of twenty days jour- 
ney, during which time they are inceflantly annoyed 
with the hottilities of thofe marauders ever roaming in 
Jearch of plunder : ‘this circumftance obliges the peo- 
ple of the caravan always to go armed, and on horfe. 
back. -I found out by the converfation of the men 
jut arrived, with the others, that ‘one more caravan 
was allowed to go foon to Vangara, for the purpofe® 
of difpofing of the commodities which they had juft 
brought from the ifland Fernando. Upon this I made 
{ome enquiries, and learned that it would not be going 
much out of my way to travel with this caravan : and 
that it would be particularly defirable to do fo upon 
one account, asin their company 1 could pafs the river 
Niger, which I fhould find it impofiible to get over by 
mytfelf, I therefore applied to the perfons about to fet 
out on this journey for leave to accompany them, to 
which they agreed; ‘but reprefented to me at the {ame 
time, that after parting with them at Vaneara, there 
was every reafon to fear that I, fhould fall into the hands 
of the roving banditti who infefted that part of the 
country, in which cafe { thould infallibly be fold as a 
flave. This, however, did not deter me; and I af- 
fired them I fhould be happy to travel fo far with 
them; and would take my chance to efcape the rob- 
bers. 


This 
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is infinitely more civilized than any 


san 


the Europzans in the way of traffic. 


— 
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This is a nation inconfiderable as to numbers, but it 


I had yet met 


with, owing, no doubt, to their mixing fo much with» 


They cultivate 


their grounds, and lay up ftores for future exigencies. 

Their goats are of a fuperior fize, and uncommonly 

“fat, owing to their being well fed and carefully attend- 

ed to. Thefe people were formerly inhabitants of ano-- 
ther diftric&t under the jurifdi€tion of the king of 

Haoufla; but the frequent inroads of the wandering 

moors obliged them to quit it, and they removed to 

Tambukta, but even there finding themfelves expofed 

_to the fame inconveniences, they again changed theirs 
place of refidence for that where they are-now fettled, . 
and where they enjoy perfect peace:and feeurity: 

__ Onthe gth of November the caravan fet out, confift- 
ing of ahundred and forty armed men. on horfeback ; 
lfollowing on foot. About noon we reached the vil- 
) lage of Vadgau, where we halted to take fome refrefh- 
| ment and bait the horfes.. Fearing I might run the rifk 


them for leave to ride one of the pack-horfes, to. which 


of being left behind by my party, 1 applied to one of 
: 


} he agreed, for the price of two gilders... The .village 
, a a] c+ 

where we {topped belongs to the kingdom of Bahahara, . 

} or Bahaora, and foon after quitting it, we were obliged 


o>, 


thefe we procured fome, but at a very 


to alight and drive our horfes over fome ‘fteeps which 
arofe before us. This; 1 learned, was not the road 
ufually-travelled; that lying ever a -defart twenty ar 
four-and-twenty German miles in extent; which, had 
we pafled, a large quantity of provender and water for > 
the horfes muft have been carried along with us. 
On-the: 10th we alternately. paffed over,:and wound 
below amongft lofty eminences.. At noon we-arrived 
at another village called Ohvuto, -confifting of about 
eighty huts, and inhabited by -negroes. On- the fur- 
rounding hills fine melons. and gourds are raifed; of 


high price. We - 


{till directed our courfe to the north-eaft ; came by two 
wretched looking villages, which affording us no ac- 


® commodations, we went. on, and-paffed the night be-- 


q N 5 


neath 


' 
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neath the.open fky. On the rith we were ftill in the 
neighbourhood of the mountains, which were now to. 
the weft of us: our road was level and eafy, but pre- 
fented us with no.more villages till the 16th, when we 
arrived at that of Yomy. 

On the day preceding this, feveral of the perfons be- 
longing to the caravan hacleft it to proceed to Mooha, 
a.fmall town in the kingdom of Vangara, for the pur-_ 
pofes of traffic; and on the evening of the 16th a 
meffenger arrived from them, notifying their intention 
of puriuing their route on the other fide of the lake of 
Burnu, and their hope of joining us again at Van- 
gara, 

On this fame evening we had again a part of the 
mountain to crofs on horfeback; and as it was very 
dark, aud I had neither bridle nor faddle, I found it 
impoffible to keep up with my companions; when | 
attempted to ride quick, I was furé to tumble from ny 
feat, having nothing to fecure me in it; and if I re- 
faxed my fpeed, the reft of the party would cal] to me, 
faying I muft keep withthem. I had already got feve- 
ral falls, and finding myfelf very much bruifed, I at 
fength told my fellow-travellers, that my proceeding at 
the fame pace that they did was totally out of my 
power, and that therefore 1 muft continue my journey 
alone and on foot. To this they would by no means 
conient, as thofe mountains, they faid, were not ovly 
the haunts of numerous beafts of prey, but infefted 
with bands of roving plunderers : they therefore aflifted 
me again to mount, and two of their beft horfemen 
were placed near, and had the charge of conducting 

me ;_and thus we again purfued our way with tolerable 
fpeed. As day began to dawn we reached Fahya:; 
here, finding myfelf all over feverely hurt, and abfo- 
jutely unable to ftand, I again mentioned my inten- 
tion of ftaying behind; however, after a few hours 
reft, I was prevailed upon once more to get on horfe- 
back, that I night not lofe the benefit of their convoy 
as faras they went. We accordingly fet forward, but 
had not proceeded many paces, when I was again 
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pitched from my horfe, and fell fenfelefs to the 
ground. 

On recovering my recollection I found myfelf in» 
the hut of a benevolent negro, who was watching by 


‘me, and told me, as foon as I was able to underftand ¢ 
him, that my fellow-travellers had gone on, but had + 
left a portion of their meal and dried flefh for my ufe. - 
I eflayed to rife, but could neither wall nor fland, and + 


found I was in a high fever. Overwhelmed with de- 


fpondency, I again threw myfelf on the ftraw; and in * 


my defpair wifhed repeatedly for death to terminate my» 


miferies. Thefe were no ways-alleviated on finding * 


myfelf conveyed from -the dwelling-hut to that ap- 
propriated to the goats. The good people here, unac- 


guainted with the nature of fevers, on feeing the con- - 
vulfive motions of my body-and limbs whilit violently ~ 
affected by it, believed: it fome ftrange peftilential ma- - 
lady, which it was their duty to avoid. I was not, - 


however, . totally abandoned: a good-hearted negro 
finding I called frequently for water to drink, pre- 


pared me a beverage from roots and green leaves - 


boiled, which, though unpleafant to the tafe, threw 


me into a profufe perfpiration, and afterwards a pro- ~ 
found fleep,~ from which I awoke -confiderably re- - 


frefhed. _I had been for twelve days periodically vi- 
fited by two daily and violent fits of fever; and to the 
efacacy of this. medicine I may, I am fure, attribute 
my foon being not only entirely freed from it, but my 
firength in a great meafure reftored. - 

By converfations with thofe of the inhabitants. who 
yifited me during my confinement, I learned that the 
road to Vangara was very ‘unfafe to: travel; that nu- 
merous bands of wandering robbers frequented the de- 
fart which £ muft neceffarily crofs; and that Vangara 


itfelf was by no ‘means that large and opulent place Lf 


had been led to imagine it.’ From every:contideration, 


therefore, I deemed it my beft methed to turn back.a - 
few German miles, and then proceed directly to Ba- - 


hahara. For my fhelter, and the fmall quantity of 
provifions I had been able to confume, I gave my 
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kind necro hoft two gilders, for which he was truly 


bs 
grateful ; prefenting me in his turn w 


ith fome meal 
and a*fine melon: he alfo prepared himfelf to accom- 


pany me part of my way, and conduéted me over the: 
fame mountain which I had before croffed on horfe- 
back in the night-time. About noon J again entered 
Zomy, and repairing to my former hoft, obtained 
from him a refrefhment of milk and meal, with a fup-. 
ply of the latter for my journey; and then proceeded 
forwards in a north-weft dire@tion. 

During the two following days I faw not'a fingle- 
human habitation; but my road was tolerably good = 
fruits of various kinds abounded ; and here and there 
{ met with fome excellent {prings. There are im- 
menfe numbers of oftriches through all. the country 
round; another refource for the travellers, their Cougs. 
furnifhing him with a choice repaft.. On the evening 
of the sth, I at length arrived: at fome ill-built huts, 
fourteen in number: I found the inhabitants bufily 
engaged in dancing in celebration of fome feftival, -} 
requefted and! obtained permiflion: to: flay the night 
with them. As I found reft more neceflary than 
eating or drinking, .without doing either I flung myfelf 
down at the back of the buts, where I flept foundly: 
ull morning, when, on awaking, I founda covering 
of goat-fkin had been thrown over me. A young 
mau prefently after brought me my breakfaft of meal; 
inilk,. and flefh-meay end whilf J was eating, con- 
verfed intelligently with me, furnifhing me with many 
ufeful hints for my future proceedings, On my telling 
him I had come from Syria, (for I now changed: the 
hame of my native country, left I fhould be led into 
a miltake fimilar to.that had fallen into fome time 
before) he faid, that on my arrival at Bahahara, I 
thould there meet with caravans from Syria. I thanked’ 
him for his information, and then defired to know 
what I was to pay for my entertainment;: he replied 
that they never here permitted flrangers to pay for any 
thing. He then left me, but foon haftened back 
with the pleafing intelligence that two of his country- 
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Hien were foon to goon a journey to. Vohmy, from 
Phence they were to bring back falt, and that if E 
hofe Td might proceed in their company. 

}) Accordingly, on the 8th I fet out on my departure 
| vith thefe people: we croffed a delightful plain, but 
ound the heat’ fo oppreffive that our firength was 
early ious when at length we arrived at a vil- 
ie. At the firit hut to which we came, we applied 
Hor a lodging, which was granted without hefitation ; 
put our hoft’s means were not equal to his hofpitality, 
| i. though we offered to pay him for what we fhould 
het, .he could not let us have either food or drink; we 
Herefore fent him to the dori/ata (judge) with our 
Honey, and a requeft that-he would procure us: ‘fome 
aig He quickly returned, bringing both meat 


ad meal, and our money was alfo fent back; on ex- 
refling our furprife at this, he told us that the dorifata 
efired him to fay, that kindnefs and hofpitality were 
jothing more than a duty due to ftrangers ; that there- 
pre he fhould accept of no payment; but he fhould 
je glad if we would come to him for fome minutes, 
hat he might have an opportunity of feeing his guefts. 
a confequence of this meflage, we made him a vilit 
he hext morning, and then refumed our journey, . 
favelling for three hours over a continued feries of 
Pills an d mountains to Yandoka, a villave confifting - 
Hf about two hundred huts. Here | breakfafted for 
rs laft time with my companions, as they were to go. 
o farther; and taking leave of them, purfued my 
Dute alone. In fhort time I reached a huge chain 
Hf mountains, ftretching to the extent probably of fix 
4 feven leagues in length; ; and pretty thickly grown 


iver with date and cotton trees’ I refolved to pafs 
pe night on one of thete fteeps, as I perceived I could 
ot _poflibly reach the city of Bahatara in time, being 
Mill three-cr four leagues diftance from it. 

) On the forenoon of the roth I reached that capital, 
nd was, immediately on my arrival, taken into 
puftody by fix foldiers, and carried to the refidence of 
he king: he, however, not choofing to fee me that 
day, 
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day, fent orders that I fhould be taken back, anda | 
firict euard kept over me. I was accordingly cone | 
veyed to a goat-hut, where, however, I was plentis | 
fully fupplied with provifion. On the followin 
morning I was commanded to attend the king, and E | 
was conducted into his prefence. Upon my entrance 
I was interrogated by one of his minifters*; and 
amongft avariety of queftions the following were put 
to me: From what motives: was.I come into that | 
country ? Had I brought any prefent to the king? 
Whither was I going? and was La Chriftian? I ane ) 
fwered each in its order, and firft, that I had decided | 
on travelling gale: that country as the readieft and | 
fafeft road to my own; that J was an unfortunate 
mariner, who ha id been fhipwrecked, and loft all my | 
property ; and laftly, that | was no Chriftian, J ads | 
ded that I required nothing more here thaw lodging 
for a fingle night ; and, if not inconvenient, a fupply | 
of provifions for a day; but that if the king had the 
leaft objection to my prefence, I was ready to depart 
immediately. I received orders to remain, as the | 
king wiihed himfelf to have a conference with me; | 
and I was conduéted back to my hut, where, as 
before, I was amply provided with food and drink. 
As far as eating, drinking, arid fleeping went, £ | 
lived, very comfortably here unfil the 14th, when my 
affairs affumed a different afpegt. An officer came t0 | 
take me from my prefent confinement, but it was | 
only to place me in the hut gffigned to the flaves. In | 
BRat ice of this, 1 was on ‘the followmg morning | 
obliged to rife very early, and then received orders | 
from the overfeer, firft, to feed the horfes, afterwards fo | 
pound fome. dates ; and: laftly, to carry to the te | 
the. ° 


* The king underftood my languagggperfe@ly well; but it | 
was froma kind of royal ceremonial that he now {poke to 
me through his minitter, Except his ftate officers: and great | 
men of the kingdom, he never himfelf talks to any of his | 
fubjects; and it was a very flattering proof of royal grace and 
Spratt that he afterwards conyerfed perfonally with | 
mé. 
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tie king’s implements for hunting, confifting of a 
‘year, twoguns, and a veffel filled with water. Thefe 
ihiks, however, I had to perform but fora very fhort 
yme, for on one of the firft days of my thus carrying 
te king’s fire-arms, I infpected them very narrowly, 
paich he obferving, afked’ what I looked at with fo 
‘uch attention. Y replied, that as the guns were in: 
very bad condition, I was examining whether it might 
Pot be poffible to pai them: the ‘locks, in all like- 
hood, had not been taken off or oiled for years, and 
nf courfe were quite covered with ruft. Seeing I 
Hill looked with great earneftnefs into them, the king 
Nked me whether I would undertake to put them into 
Petter order; on my anfwering in the affirmative, he 
old me that ke would then, that very day, have me 
moved to amore commodious refidence, and take 
are I fhould be furnifhed with every thing I might 
Pequire. 
) In a former period of thefe travels I mentioned 
vat there are a particular fet of people who travel. 
Pbout the country of Bahahara, and the neighbouring 
‘iftricis, for the exprefs purpofe of cleaning fire-arms, 
ond. repairing them when damaged. From this -cir- 
‘umftance it may. be imagined that there was not: 
Pouch left for me to do; but the following relation of: 
“its will clear up that point : 

| Some years previous to my vifiting that country, 
;. king of Haoufla had declared war againft the~ 
ing of “Bahahara ; and during the confit the latter 
fad. been a confiderable fufferer. The armourers, if J. 
lay call them fo, had juft been: putting his arms inte 
porough repair, ind were preparing to continue their 
Durney further on, when the king, fearful that they 
pight put the arms of his enemy into equal good 
Jondition, fent them orders not to quit his capital. 
This injunétion they were preparing to difobey, as 
ney knew there was nothing more to be gained here in 
hie way of their bufinefs, when the king had them feized 
ad thrown into prifon, and there kept them till the 
‘rmination of the war. From that time forward they 
never 
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never returned into his dominions, notwith{tanding he 
has given them repeated afturances both of fecurity and. 
reward. 

A. largeand convenient hut, adjoining what was cal:| 
led the palace of the king, was that’ fame evening als) 
fizned me. I-had whatever food and drink I chofe fo! 
call for, and a {lave was appointed to attend me. 1| 
took my own time for my work, and went on quite at | 
my leifure; hence what I did execute was looked upon | 
as of the more importance. On the third day of my| 
undertaking I prefented the king with the firft of hig| 
euns I had taken to pieces, and which was now in| 
complete order. This procured me unbounded ap 
plaufe, with many affurances of the royal favour. | 
Soon after this, I was again fent for by the king, and} 
received his directions to fet to rights, in like manner, | 
the fire-arms of all his foldiers, that were out of repair; | 
and likewife to initiste fome of the foldiers themfelves | 
in theart, that they might in future beable to clean! 
and mend their own. As to the firft of thefe points it 
was not poffible for me to promife compliance with his , 
defire to the extent he feemed to expect; for I repre- | 
fented to him, that as I fhould not be able to make new | 
locks or triggers for fuch as wanted them, of courfé I) 
could not repair all; but as many as I could rectify 1 
fhould moft readily do to the very beft of my power. He | 
was fatisfied with my reafons, and faid he did not fee! 
quire me to do impoffibilities; but that, however, | 
tbofe arms even without locks or triggers «might full | 
be of fervice. 1 had. the curiofity to enquire after: | 
wards how this could be; and’ was informed, that | 
thofe foldiers who carried arms in this ftate to ihe field, 
fired them off -by applying a lighted match or glowing | 
embers.to the pan. | 

My time was now very pileafingly occupied 5a | 
worked when I found myfelf difpofed to do fo ;:and| 
tithe intervals, walked about the town to enlarge my) 
circle of acquaintance, in order that I might ftudy | 
with more precifion the cuftoms ands manners of the} 
country, with the diftinguifhing charaéteriftics of its 
inhabitants. 
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Mabitants, I frequently accompanied the king to 

@ chafe, and found it a very agreeable amufement. 

fs majefty repeatedly employed all his rhetoric to 
duade me to take a wife, and would even have wil- 

ft yielded me up one of his four hundred concu- 

Dies; ; but I declined the honour, telling him that 

a already a wife and three children in my own 
intry, whom with his permifiion L would bring 
her: 

B2arly in the month of March- 1788, the ning in- 
ned me, that the time now approached when he 
nuld quit Bahahara, the water there always becom- 

i: very bad at that feafon, and that he fhould then 

Be up his refidence, at. Kaharotha, where a canal, 

w from the river Gambia, always yielded a fupply of 

he and freth water. I could eafily perceive that this 
mation was a prelude to my being ordered to attend 

fi: and I determined from thence to purfue my 
rhey, with the king’s leave if I could obtain it, and 
be to accomplifh ~ my purpofe privily. As Lhad 
bected, two days previous to his departure I actually 

Heived a command to get myfelf in readinefs for 

journey. 1 thanked the king for this inftance of 

Hcondeicenfion, and of the confidence he repofed in. 

i ; and at the fame time entreated. his moft gracious 

Pmiffion to prepare alfo to fet out for my own coun- 

f, that I might beable to make my way back hither 

#in before the commencement of the rainy feafon. 

@1ow many days. wilt thou_be travelling to thy.” 

ine?” demanded he. Upwards of thirty,” I re- 

Bed. “1 will appoint two trutty perfons to accom- 

Biy thee there and back again,” faid he. Janfwer- 

@that | was truly grateful for his kind: attention, but 

Mit decline accepting the intended favour; firft, be- 

Gfe I fhould have no means of fubfifting thofe per- 
ison the road; and next, becaufe their appearance 

iny country would ex cite curiofity,and create fufpi- 

En, which would infallibly induce my king to order 

ft Into confineme ‘Til, ‘to prevent iny alata that 

itvas my bufinefs there, as. here, to. keep the king’s 
hres 
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fire-arms in order; confequently [ could not attemy | 
coming away by day, but muft endeavour to effe 
my efcape by night, in order-to return again to him 
Thefe arguments had the defired effe&, and I receive 
the king’s permiflion for my departure a fhort tim] 
afterwards. 
On the 13th the king with his whole court, myfe 
of the number, fet out from Bahahara. The roy: | 
retinue confifted of twenty priefis, four hundred me} 
on foot, two hundred on horfeback, and about on . 
hundred of the king’s wives. This capital which | 
now left is rather more than a league in length, an 
upwards of three quarters of a league in breadth: j| 
contains a few houfes, but confifts chiefly of huts, o| 
which there are a great number} thefe are conftruéte 
of rufhes and palm-leaves, the lower parts plaifteres | 
round with mortar. The whole town is furrounded by 
double pallifadoes, within-which circumference are {| 
hundred poor ill-built temples, very little fuperior t | 
the huts: it is divided into four ftrects, formed by fiw, 
rows of huts. The few houfes there are, confift bu. 
of one ftory each; nor has the palace itfelf any greate)| 
elevation; but it is a moft fpacious refidence, com 
prifing in its extent the fixth part of the whole town | 
it is furrounded by a wall very irregularly built, five 
feet in height and three in thicknefs, compofed 0. 
flints and. rough-hewn pieces of rack: within this in| 
clofure ftand, befides the palace, nine detached build: | 
ings, appropriated for the refidence of the priefts, the 
royal’concubines, and the officers. On the north fide 
is a quadrangular fpace ftrrounded with ftones, in 
which, at night, ftand the horfes belonging to the 
guard. On the fouth fide is the king’s abode, divided 
into four apartments, which, with us, might very well | 
pafs for ftables. I ornamented one of them by plails | 
tering it over finooth with mortar, and then painting | 
ita green colour, witha kind of juice extracted from 
young palm-leaves and tamarinds: when finifhed the | 
king was in no fmall degree delighted with my works 
In the town. are two market-places; one fituated . 4 
tne 
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Mpalace, in which fruits and corn are fold; the other 
whe weftern extremity of the town, for fith, fow!, 
Mother animals for food. ‘There are ten or twelve 
Bers in all thefe articles which I have enumerated, 
, on two periodical days in a certain number, 
ch anfwers to the Wednefdays and Fridays of our 
wk, hang out publicly, and arranged in order, the 
Mirent commodities each has for fale or barter. Two 
vely fairs are alfo held, to which, as lt was informe 
ed merchants and foreign traders refort, even from the 
of twenty days journey. Neither of thele 
ii: place during my refidence there, fo that I am not 
ified to relate any further particulars concerning 
‘Gia. 
‘he train which I have mentioned above, fet off 
fim the town at a very flow pace, yet I could not 
out infinite exertion keep up withit. A place of 
our, it is true, in the foremoft rank, was aifigned 
i but | was oppreffed with the weight of the burthen 
as obliged to carry, confifting oftwo guns, a veffel 
@taining upwards of three kans of water, fome 
ies of flefh-meat, two tortoifes, and not lefs than 
deck of meal. The day was exceflively hot, and, 
qe overcome with fatigue, after proceeding fome 
2 I fat down to reft myfelf upon a fone. My 
hw travellers laughed at. me; but the officer who 
Gmanded the detachment reprimanded them for it, 
mers I had been taken ili: he mentioned my laf- 
de in this light to the king, who immediately gave 
@ers, that the guns fliould be taken from me, and a 
Ife provided for me to mount, which proved a moft 
Bonable relief. We reached Kahoratho early in the 
@ning, where we found huts ready for our reception, 
@ everything in the utmoft order; twenty men 
‘ing been difpatched three days before to make the 
idful preparations. 
Mahoratho is fearcely entitled to the name of a 
fp, confifling only of fome ruinous buts, which at 
# fict muft have been miferably conftructed, for no 
Ober fit for fupporting them growing within fome 
leagues 
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leagues of the place, the inhabitants are much toof} 
to bring a fufiiciency for that purpofe ;+and prefer |} 
ting them fall into deca y about them, and even, a} 
have feen in feveral: initances, living day and night 
the open air, to ufing the exertions. neceflary for th| 
repair, ‘Thefe huts are fituated of an extenfive pla 
through which the canal. I have already mentioned 
conducted. Beyond this plain fome mountains ri) 
their heads, over which are fcattered fruit-trees of y} 
rious. kinds, the produce of which form one import} 
article of fubfiftence for the inhabitants through t| 
whole of the year. Turtles, with other different kin) 
of fith, are here i in great plenty; as are alfo land tc) 
toifes, and feveral forts of wild-fowl. 

Before I refme the narrative of my travels, Tw! 
mention fome further particulars which came und| 
my own immediate obfervation relating to this peophi| 
their manners, cuftoms, civil and religious inftitution | 
with any other objects worthy of note. 

This kingdom ftretches in a direGtion two points | 
the compafs towards the north: is fituated nine da’! 
journey from Vangara to the eait, and twelve fro, 
‘Tambuko on the weft fide. Its Jength from. eaft | 
weft is about fix days journey, and its greateft breadl | 
from north to fouth three and a half, ‘There are thr, 
towns contained within its hLmits, 1. Bahahara, the € 
pital, fituated nearly in the centre of the territory, ‘| 
Mahoora, lying to the weft, and 3. Kahoratho; one day | 

jeurney north- eaft of the capital. The foilis fruitii 
and {pots of cultivation are here and there to bem 
with. There are great abundance both ‘of wild an 
tame animals, and fifh are-alfo i in great plenty. Throug 
a part of the country to the north eaft runs s the rive 
Gambia, which in its courfe poursa portion of its wa 
ters into,two fmall lakes. A fies of mountains. {trete 
through the territory from eaft to north-welt; on thel 
are innumerable {riit-trees, the principal. of which } 
the da te-tree, W hich yields its fruit in great profufion 
and the valleys furni fh the fineft pafturace for. horfes 
oxen, and goats. There are ne crocodiles in the grea 
river 
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255 
is of this country, as geographers have pretended 
wifert. It would be fuperfluous to enter into a nu- 
@ difcuffion of the cutioms and manners of thefe 
le, as thofe of the negroes tranfported to Afia and 
. from this as well as from the neighbouring 
Mloms, have been fo often and fo accurately defcri- 
1 The king is poffeffed of defpotic authority ; .bis 

sts are fo entirely at his difpofal, that he can even 
elihem as flaves*. The priefts are the next to him 
@aportance and power, but they dare not offer any 
ppfition to the decrees of the king. In every vil- 
; there is a dorifata {a fuperintendant or judge), 


Yh muft be nominated by the king of his own {pecial 
W@ority. Each of the principal towns have three 
ies, who are generally military officers, and being 
i in the royal favour, often pronounce decifions ac- 
ing to their own pleafure. The king’s forces con- 
nf fixteen thoufand foot and three thoufand ca- 
Wr. The latter are moft wretchedly appointed, 
‘Ong neither faddies nor bridles for their horfes, nor 
mother implements for guiding them but a few lea- 
- thongs. They carry on a trade in dates, cotton, 
@ifkins, which they convey to Symohatony, fix 
i journey beyond. Tambuko, and even to greater 
lifnces, both by water and In caravans. 


» 


) Numbers of his fubje€&ts, when not able to gain a liveli- 
nde ia the villages, offer themfelves to him as voluntary flaves, 
mely asa means of fubfiftence. Thefe, however, are for the 
part fold to flave-dealers, in order to make room for 
's of the fame de{caiption. 
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The author leaves Kahoratho.—His journey through the 
lages Abatamy, Sahmech, and a ira of country deff 
of water.——Defcription of the biyoug fruit. — Arrian 
the author at the firft frontier village of the kingdsi 
Hlaonffa, where he meets with bad pb catment from 
Samtyzoetys, a pyratical nation» but one of them 
taching himfelf to him, protects him, and condu&« hing, 
the river Gamburu, or N. iger.—=The author he | 
the village of Kongao, is taken prifoner, and carvie| 
Haouffa, the capital.—TIs brought before the king, 5} 
receives him into the royal fervice.m—T his excites envy || 
revenge, and his enemies endeaveur to deprive him gt 
king’s favour ; which, however, he ftill more concilta | 
by making him fome arms, and executing Jome cabir' 
maker's work.— The king fhews his Jiridt attachmen| 

Juftice, in a remarkable inflance, by which means the 
shor is freed from a very dangerous Situation. By / 
Sriends he had made in the town, the author acgu | 
information refpeting the neighbouring nations, and ma | 
himfelf mapfer of the route into the Sreater Barbary, 
War between the king of Haouffa and the king of Vik 
gara.— The Haouffuns take the capital of Vangara| 

) ape Lhe author is an eye-witne/s to this tranfaftion, | 

eace concluded; the conditions.—Defcription of the 4 
of Vangara.— Returns to Haouffu.—The author ma | 
his escape from theuce, quits that kingdom, and proce 
to that of Feene, diftant Jrom it rather more than a th\ 
days sournty.—— Particular defcription of Haouffa, its’ 
pital, and the royal refidence.—The author travels } 
charaGer of a gun-fmrth through the villages of Yelly a\ 
Pygofity to Feene; where, for the repairing of arms, he 
amply recompenfed and well entertained.—Lives comport | 
bly here for fix months, then departs in a Jmall caraq' 

Sor Sille, having received a letter of recommendation, a' 

W been provided with clothes, provifions, and inferuments. ] 
| N the 17th of March I once. more fet out on n| 
journey ; the king having, previous to my depa' 

ture, prefented me with two hundred fhells and a ftoi | 

‘ 
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@provifions; he alfo appointed two perfons to attend 
mas guides. I direéted my fteps to the north-eatt, 
1 croffed the mountain which terminates the plain, 
§ which Kahoratho ftands, I merely halted to refrefh 
felf at the village Abatamy ; but paffed the night in 
tof Sahmuh; and here my guides left me to r-turn 
me. The next day I journeyed on without feeing 
ingle village, fo that I was obliged to make a craggy 
ep my bed for the night. Hitherto, and ftill further 
my way, fruits abounded, and roots fit for food were 
yally plenty, but I fuifered intolerably from a {carcity 
water. in vain | explored every valley, fought in 
» clefts of every rock, not a drop of water was to be 
ind, to cool my parched tongue; and thus till the 
d, did I continue my progrefs without quenching 
thirft, or meeting a fellow-being. On that day, a 
huts, at length, prefented themfelves to my view, 
id I, with inexpreffible joy, ran towards them; but 
mat was my difappointment to find them uninha- 
ed; the people who had refided in them, having 
Werted them for want of water, removing for a time 
@another part of the country, in purfuit of that arti- 
», fo neceflary to exiftence. 
From this place I bent my courfe towards the eaft 
her than to the north, that I might wind round a 
untain which ftood in a northern dire&tion. To- 
wds evening I reached a charming foreft, through 
nich were {cattered various kinds of fruits, particu 
ly the diyong*, which was a moft welcome refrefh~ 
Jent to me, as it at the fame time fatisfied my hunger 
id affuaged my thirft. After having indulged in this 
hd { kindled a fire and lay down near it; but I 
q had 


{ 

©* This fruit is fomething like onr quince, is of a red colour, 
Heet to the tafte, and about the fize of a hen’s egg; the pulp 
Hof apaler red, is mealy, and has ne pippins. The tree on 
Paich it grows has a white bark, large circular leaves, and the 
Panches fpread into ftrong arms irke the oak! The natives 
Meave the leaves into mats for covering their huts. The 
bit they dry in the fun, and then bruife it into fine flour, of 


Thich they make cakes. 
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by a vifit from fix naen. They too had lain down| 
no great diftance from me, and on feeing the fire, }) 
coine to find out by whom it had been lighted... Th! 
fat down by me, and then gave me an account, | 
themfelves; thefe it feems were the inhabitants. of {| 
huts which I had found defolate; and they ti 
me they had built otbers on the verge of the for 
where they were come to gather fruits. They pafi| 
the night with me, and ijn the morning | accompani | 
them to their huts, where, on afking for water, I} 
ceived an abundant fupply : they brought it from t 
river Gamburu*, near which their huts were fituate 
I enquired of thefe people which route would be be 
for me to purfue, what nations I fhould come to, ar 
whether i might hope to perform my journey in fafet 
They advifed me to travel towards the northward 3 ar 
J accordingly turned in that direction. | 
A mountain, not very fteep lay before me, which]a | 
cended, and found it covered over with fuch a multituc 
of fcorpions, that at each ftep I took, I trod on then 
I had not, I fuppofe, exaGly followed the track whic 
had been pointed out to me, for by turning too muc 
to the north-weit, it was evening before I arrived at 
village which I might otherwife have reached by noor: 
Not feeing any inhabitants about the huts, I conclude 
that thefe too were abandoned, and was about to ente 
one of them without further ceremony, but had fcarce 
ly fet my foot on the entrance, when two negroe 
{prung towards me, and ftruck me repeatedly . wit! 
their fticks ; Iran off, crying out moft vehemently, bu 
they purfued and continued to affault me, till a 
length I fell to the earth, and there they left me 
When I had a little recovered myfelf, I fummoned wy 
refolution, and limped as well as my hurts would le 
me towards another hut. HereI found a young girl 
who feemed to view me with compafhlion. I fhewe: 


he) 


had not: enjoyed an hour’s reft when I was difturl 


‘ 


* The Niger, known in th 


at part of the country by the nami 
Gamburwe : 


Ynrerrorn oF AFRICA. 289 
her.my body and limbs which were covered with blood, 
took hold of her hand, and ufed every gefture expref- 
five of fupplication ; for neither fhe nor the barbarous 
)) wretches who had thus abufed me,’ underftood a word 
)I faid to them. She made mea fign to remain where 
Iwas, then ran off, and in a fhort time returned, bring- 
ing her father along with her, and at the fame time a 
}) piece of dried flefh, which fhe gave me .The old man 
dpoke a-few words to ‘his daughter; then turning to 
yme, demanded by figns, whence I came, whither I 
‘was going, and what it was I required? I anfwered 
his queftions in the fame manner they had been afked, 
Hand in-return to the laft, faid, that I wifhed fora 
Hanight’s lodging from him. He nodded, and his daugh- 
)ter advancing took me by the hand and led me towards 
Wtheir hut. The inhabitants now all flocked around 
me, fome with threatening geftures as if they meant a 
i repetition of the treatment I had already received; but 
'the old man protected me from them, and got me fafe 
into his hut. Here I paffed the night, anxioufly fear- 
/ful as to. what might be the confequence of the hofti- 
ities with which, I was menaced. Before the reft of 
‘the inhabitants of the village were ftirring, however, 
ithe old man conduéted me to the river, over which he 
) ferried me on a kind of float, conftructed of two trees 
) itripped of the bark, and faftened together. 
)| This village, as 1 afterwards learned, belongs to the 


4 


kingdom. of Haouffa, not to that of Bahahara. The 
Anhabitants, who are borderers, fubfift chiefly by rob- 
) bery, lead a roving life, now refiding at one place, 
then at another, and are known by the name of Samty- 
i goety. They were once fybjects of the kingdom of 
“Gratulagi (Kaugha) but their depredations became fo 
intolerable that they were driven from thence. They 
) neither poffefs cattle, nor practife any kind of agricul- 
ture; their exiftence, of courfe, muft be miferably pre- 
carious; they do not even go out on their plundering 
}.excurfions till compelled to it by the calls of hunger. 
‘In Haouffa, where I afterwards went, the inhabitants 
/expreffed extreme furprife atmy efcape from thofe rob- 
ve) bers, 
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bers, who, as they informed me, generally murder 
travellers: who chance to fall into their hands. The 
number of thefe barbarians is about fifteen, hundred 
perfons. They will not be at the trouble of rearin 
their own children, but fell them, and fupply their places 
by ftealing ethers more advanced in life, 

On the 26th I came within fight of twoother villages, 
but carefully avoided approaching them ; fatisfying the 
cravings of hunger with the fruits which I met with in 
my progrefs. At night I flept amidft the branches of 
a tree, le{t I fhonld become a prey to the roaring lions 
whom I heard on every fide. After proceeding fome 
hours on my route, the following day I reached the 
village Congoa, i in the territory of the Haouffans ; here 
I was at firft refufed admittance; the inhabitants fup= 
pofing me to be a forerunner of the plunderers who were 
coming to fteal flaves. On finding, however, that E 
neither under{ftood nor {poke their language, therefore 
could not belong to the neighbouring robbers, they fo 
far favoured me as to conduct me to a. goat-fhed, 
where, when the goats were ferved with food, I res 
ceived a very fcanty allowance of milk-and meal. On 
the following morning, when the goats were turned out 
to brouze, | too would have quitted my miferable 
lodging, but was pufhed back, and after getting a lite 
tle more milk and meal, the dcor was bolted upon mes 
‘Towards noon an old man opening the door, exa- 
mined me with much attention, and then beckoned to 
me to follow him. TF did fo, and coming to his hut 
found upwards of a hundred perfons affembled about 
it. “They began to interrogate me by figns; demand 
ing w here I meant to vo, whether T had any bie 
about me, &c. Thefe queftions I anfwered as well as 
could by my geftures, and in order to awaken their 
compaffion, pointed to the black and blue marks which 
were ail over my body and loins, from the blows f 
had received from the robbers. This produced its ef 
fect, and obtained me an immediate repaft, confifting 
of dontoite; milk, meal and fruits; in about an hour, 


hawever, I was conducted back to the goat-fhed. 
I Oa 
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» On the 28th of March, before day began to break, 
four men armed with fpears entered and awoke me ; 
Hthey had brought me fome meal and water, with 

Swhich having replenifhed my veflels for conveying my 
)provifions, they ordered me to follow them. Refifte 

jance I knew would anfwer no end; I therefore took 
Hup my little ftore, and did as they defired. We pur= 

yfued our courfe towards the north-eaft, traverfing a 

P plain over which fome villages were feattered ; but thefe 
) we did not 4 iets At noon we ftopped to reft fome 

§ time on the border of what had been a lake, but was now 

Sdried up. We next climbed a mountain ‘covered with 
long orafs, and-abounding with fruit trees; and having 

Pdefcended on the other fide, entered the village Yoo- 

Hmato, confifting of forty-four huts, in one of which 
Himy fellow travellers and I paffed the night together. 

BI obferved looks and geftures of compafiion direéted 

Wtowards me by the inhabitants, which feemed to inti- 

Hmate that fomething difafirous was impending over 

gme. Victuals in great abundance were brought me, 

Hbut, overcome with fatigue, I was unable to eat, and 

Hfoon fell afleep. 

® Atanearly hour the next morning we were again 

i in motion; but I was foon compelled, from the forenefs 
Hot my feet, to fit dawn on the oround, not being any. 
Hionger able to keep up with the negroes, W ho walked 

@very faft. They fe emed to feel for my fuffering, put 

tl Picdaces round my feet, and went on at a flower ade 

SThus relieved, I tdllowed them, and held out tole- 
f ely well till evening. ‘T’he village where we ftopped 
ifor the night was the fourth we had come to in the 

Pcourfe of that day,.and here we foon went to reft. 
® This village is called Zooto, andcontains fixty huts; it 
Biftands ae about three leagues of the river Ni iger, on 
Ba fertile plain, where the inhabitants cultivate barley, 

Bindian corn, and gourds. On the isliowide morning 
Hfome ointment was given me to apply to my lacerated 
ee and my conduétors, out of confideration for 

e ‘poftponed our fetting out tifl noon; and in the 
pean time a repaft was prepared for us, confifting of 
02 gourds 
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gourds ftewed in okonnoto juice *. This difh is here 
looked upon. as a great delicacy, but I confefs it did 
not appear fo tome; the fauce, which is of a greafy 
nature, congealing into lumps before it. reaches the 
mouth. 

After we had dined we again proceeded forward, and 
afcended a {mall mountain, from the fummit of which 
a moft beautiful fcene opened to our view. -A charn- 
ing plain ftretched out beneath us; ata diftance in 
the back ground ftood the city of Haouflas; and 
more in front of the profpeé& the great river Niger 
purfued its courfe. Here I found myfelf all at once 
tranfported into a new region, differing totally from 
any thing I had yet feen: as far as the eye could 
reach, houfes and huts were fcattered all around; des 
lightful groves appeared in different points of view, 
with intervening paftures, enlivened by goats, hoffes, 
and camels, feeding through them; whilft men, both 
on foot and horfeback, feemed bufily engaged in a 
variety of occupations. In fhort, I may fafely affert, 
that the diftri& which I now, for the firft time, be- 
held, is one of the fineft, or ‘rather I may fay, the 
very fineft and moft charming in all Africa. 

From the mountain whence we now defcended, it 
was not lefs than an hour’s walk to the banks of the 
Niger, which my companions intended we’ fhould be 
conveyed acrofs; but fix of the Moors belonging to’ 
the oftatho (ferry-houfe) prevented the ferry-men from 
taking us, and feemed inclined to fend -back my cone 
ductors and detain me. They interrogated me, but 
as I did not underftand their language, confequently 


could 


© This juice is of a pale green colour, and is extracted from 
a berry about as large as our cherries. The juice is fqueezed 
out, and then boiled to the confiftency of a fyrup, Which is by 
no means difagreeable to the tafte. In this ftate it is ufed asa 
fubftitute for butter, in making cakes, and in other articles ef 
cookery.. The tree which produces this fruit grows in the form 
of our firs; the branches and leaves fhooting out quite from the 
root, and all the way up the ftem to the top, and drooping 
downwards. It is covered at the fame time with bloffoms and 
fruit all the year through. 
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Heould not anfwer them, I remained filent. ‘This con- 
) firméd them in the opinion they had at firft conceived, 
that I was a Chriftian; and they told my fellow-travel- 
Dlers, as I afterwards learned, that I fhould not have 
| permiffion to enter the city. The men who had 
Hbrovght me did not wifh to leave me behind, as in 
) that cafe they muft relinquifh all hopes of the gratuity 
) they had expected on delivering me up. “They object= 
Fed, therefore, to the arrangement propofed by the 
)) Moors, and a difpute arofe; at length a compromife 
) was agreed on: my conduétors were fent over the ri- 
) ver to the little town of Boofu, whilft I was detained 
Hin cuftody by the Moors, At this part of the river a 
) guard is conftantly ftationed, to watch if any fufpi- 
) cious-looking perfons attempt to crofs the ferry, and 
1 to feize upon all fuch, and fend them in cuftody ro the 
Wking. Thefe men, however, do not always findly 
) adhere to their duty in this point, or rather indeed go 
HW beyond it; frequently feizing perfons under this pre- 
) text, whom they have afterwards fold to flave-dealers 
} on their own accounts: or fometimes, if Chriftians 
) happen to thus fall into their hands, they fend them 
) down to the coaft to the European merchants there, 
) from whom they often obtain confiderable fums as 
» ranfoms. 

+ On the evening of the following day the meflenger 
) who had been difpatched to the king returned, accom- 
panied by three armed Moors on horfeback, who 
) were to be our efcort, and at day-break the enfuing 
) morning they conducted me over the river; for which 
) paffage the fare of each perfon is fix zimpo. In a fhort 
| time we arrived at Boofu, which is a fmall but lively 
) bufy-looking town, confifting of two hundred houfes 
) and one hundred huts, and.is about half a day’s jour- 
ney from Haoufla. The caravans which pafs from 
| Haoufla, Feene, Sille, and Tambuko, to Vangara 
' and the kingdom of Mohopharo, always ftop here. to 
lay in a ftore of provifions for themfelves and food for 
their horfes, to ferve during the remainder of the jour- 


ney, which they can do at a much cheaper rate here 
Q 3 than 
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than at Haoufla. On our arrival we were taken to the 
wkommoni (judge) who firft entertained us with a hof. 
pitable repaft, and then interrogated me, through am 
interpreter, as to the motives for my journey. After 
Thad replied to his queftions, he attempted to enter ins 
to a negociation with my conduors; offering to pay 
them fix hundred zimpo if they would deliver me up to 
him; which had they done, J. fhould foon have been 
fold again -as a flave, at a confiderable proft to him. 
They reje&ted his offer, however, reminding him of 
the king’s order, that all travelling ftrangers fhould be 
conducted to him. Six: more armed men were now 
added to our efcort, to guard ws to the capital, in order 
that 1 fhould be brought before the king. We had 
ftill three German miles to travel, but I did not think 
the journey in any degree tedious, fo well was I} 
amuied ; people were continually pafling us on the 
road, and my attention was kept thoroughly awake by 
a diverfity of objects. 

it was quite dark befose we reached Haowft. 
This city is feated apon a pretty fteep eminence, and 
may be feen from a great diftance. The kmg had re- 
ttred to reft before our arrival, and we were therefore 
obliged to remain at the guard-houfe next the gate till 
the morning; but here we were excellently well en- 
tertained, and in particular got fome delicate-tafted 
goat’s flefh. About eight o’clock next morning I was 
conducted to the palace, and admitted. into the king’ 
prefence. He diétated a vaft npmber of queftions 
which were put to me. The occafional mention of 
my travels_in my,anfwers feemed particularly to in- 
tereft him, and he expreffed an eager defire to hear an 
account of them at large. To convince him that I 
had not entered his kingdom as a fpy, and at the fame 
time to gratify his curiofity, I drew out my journal 
from the infide of my waiftcoat, and related from it 
many occurrences, particularly fuch as I- thought 
would afford him the moft amufement, The inter= 
preter as I went on marked down ona piece of wood 
thofe paffages which I had fele€ted for communication, 


anil 
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Dand then delivered them to the king. When I had 
Weoncluded, and he had read the whole, he defired that 
)fome meat and drink fhould be given me, and that 
Hthen I fhould be conduéted to the apartments appro- 
ipriated to his fervants, and a cloak be provided for 
‘me : his orders were inftantly obeyed, and I now laid 
fafide my fheep-fkin mantle and waittcoat. This new 
‘cloak was made according to the fafhion of the coun- 
try, very long, and ofa reddifh-coloured linen. There 
‘were fixty-eight of the royal fervants including myfeli; 
our bufinefs was to attend the king twice a day to the 
temple, and once to that part of the city where he iflued 
his public orders: another part of our duty was in our 
‘turns to carry his litter when he went any where out of 
the city; eight perfons ata time were employed in this 
laft office, fo that itcame in rotation to.each but once 

in feveral weeks. 
. Thad been about a fortnight in this fituation, when 
the king fignified his intention of making an excurfion 
to Boozu, and to vifit fome places in its neighbour~ 
hood. I received orders to prepare for this expedi- 
) tion, it being my turn to be one of the king’s bearers. 
) 1 was very much diftreffed with the idea of being 
) obliged to perform this fervice to fuch a diftance, as 
) it was necefflary to wear a kind of harnefs, and to go 
) in a gait to which I was unaccuftomed. At the be- 
) ginning of our journey I went on tolerably well; but 
) it being the cuftom never to halt by the way, I be- 
) came at length fo faint, and overcome with fatigue, 
) that I funk tothe ground. The Moors, my fellow- 
\ bearers, attempted to raife me, but being utterly un- 
| able to aflift myfelf, I again fell down. Upon this 
i they unfaftened their ftraps from the litter, and were 
| beginning to fcourge me with them, but I cried out 
) as loud as I could in the hope of attracting the king’s 
) attention. He did hear me, and defiring a halt might 
, be made, enquired into the matter: on being in- 
j formed -of it, he ordered one of his moorith attend- 
ants on horfeback to alight, give me his horfe, and 
| take my place as bearer. This proof of favour drew 
o 4 on 
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on me the jealoufy and hatred of feveral of the at- 
tendants; but out of refpeé to the king, they did not 
thew it openly, as they faw he treated me, with much 
kindnefs, 
After a ftay of fix days the king fet out on his re= 
turn to the capital; and previous to his departure, 
gave orders that I fhould not be employed as a bearer, 
but attend him on horfeback: I was glad to obey his 
¢ommands, and on our arrival, having reftored the 
horfe to his owner, teftified my gratitude. “As I had 
not much einployment to engage me,-I made out 
fome for myfelf; amongft other ways of pafling my 
time, I frequently went to look ata man who exe- 
cuted fome works in wood. He was much pleafed' 
with the attention I paid, and hoped he fhould by 
that means have an opportunity of learning many 
things of me. During thofe times that I vifited him ¥ 
made a fquare table, and a fort of cupboard ;. they 
were not, indeed, quite fo well finifhed as thofe of a 
furopean joiner; but let it be confidered, that I had 
not the proper tools ;\a fharp knife was the only fub- 
{titute I had for a chiffel; and I was obliged to ufe 
ftones inftead of a fine plane. I had gone backwards 
and forwards ‘to the houfe of this man for about ten 
days, when the king one morning fent for me, and 
Gefired me not to go any more into the city for any 
purpofe. The real caufe of this prohibition Was, 
that attempts had been making to infufe fufpicions 
into his mind refpe€ting me, and to perfuade him that 
I meditated evil defigns. I exculpated myfelf from 
all bad intentions, faying, that [ had not been em- 
ployed in any harm, having only gone fometimes to 
fee a man work at a trade’of which I had my felf 
fome knowledge. He was highly pleafed to hear this, 
and faid, fince I was a workman in wood he would 
employ me. I promifed to execute fome things for 
him in that way, and he immediately gave orders that 
wood fhould be brought me, and at the fame time 
granted me his permiflion to go. for two hours every 
day into the city. 


The 
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) The firft piece of work I-executed fot the king, was 
Nicheft of eight drawers; I next made him a {mall cabi- 
iet, which i painted red and yellow. Both perform- 
binces excited his higheft approbation ; he was never 
lired of looking at and admiring them ; had them now 
‘placed in one fituation, then changed to another; 
twas always putting one thing in them, and then 
vaking jt out and replacing it with fomethihg elfe. - t 
snow made him handles of bone for three knives and 
tas many forks, furrounding them with rings of filver, 
ton which I engraved fome of the letters of his name, 
‘as “« M. H. Y.” for Maohaouffary, giving the whole as 
thigh a polifh as I could: thefe he received with inex- 
)preffible fatisfaction, affuring me I fhould not long 
}remain unrewarded. 
» f, one feftival day, requefled permiffion to walk a 
Nlittle way out of the city to look at the furrounding 
Fcountry ; this he not only readily granted, but gave 
‘mea paffport to fecure me from being {topped : this was 
Va piece of wood with the half of a tiger carved upon ity 
(which is the royal arms: he told-me I might be abfent 
Mell fun-fet, but that then I muft return to attend him 
to the temple. I accordingly took my way through 
‘the north gate, as far as the village Vahatua, which is 
Habout an hour’s walk from the city. As I approached 
this place, I was met by three men on horfeback, 
) who rode directly up to me 5 they took me for a de- 
Hferter, and told me that if 1 did not immediately fur 
Prender, and return with them, they would bind me, 
and take me back a prifoner. Finding 1 hefitated in 
Fobeying them, they leaped from their horfes ‘and 
) ftruck at me with their fabres. I now produced my 
J pafs, but they fnatched it from me, and binding my 
)hands, hung me dangling between their two horfes, 
Sand thus carried me back to the city, and I was im- 
) mediately ufhered into the royak prefence, where I was 
Paccufed of attempting to make my efcape, but that £ 
} had fortunately fallen into their hands. The king 
) was aftonifhed at allthis, faying, that he had given 


} mea pafs, and enquired what was come Ofvit.. A hey 
| 05 prefented 
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prefented it to. him, affuring him that they had been 


obliged to take it from me to prevent my carrying my 
defign into execution. One of them then entered 
into a detail of many circumftances, each of which 
was a falfehood, affuring him that I had attacked 
them; with many affertions equally unfounded. 
While all this was paffing, I liftened in profound 
filence, not attempting to advance a fingle word in 
my- juftification. This ftruck the king as fomething 
extraordinary, and turning to me, he demanded whes 
ther I was guilty of what was alledged againft me, 
I denied the charge, referring to the licence granted 
by his pafs, as the reafon for my having rambled to 
where they had met me; adding, that as I was not at 
all mafter of the language of the country, thofe men 
might have mifconceived the meaning of my words, 
and thence concluded that I defigned to infult them, 
The king attended with the utmot patience and com~ 
placency during the whole of this {cene, which ] 
looked upon as a favourable omen for me, and began 
to feel a degree of comfort. At length, however, he 
ordered that I fhould be kept in clofe cuftody ; and 
defired my principal accufer to wait here, that he 
might on the following day be witnefs to the punifhe 
nent that fhould be infli@ed on: me. Defpair now 
took entire pofleflion of me; and in the anticipation 
of that death which I really believed inevitable, I flept 
not amoment during the whole night. In the morna 
ing four foldiers entering my prifon, defired me ta 
follow them; I obeyed, and as we paffed, I per- 
ceived fome of the numerous {fpectators eye me with 


looks of commiferation, whilft others, fcattered — | 


amongft the crowd, wore an air of exultation, as if 
enjoying my mifery. 

I was conduéted to the place allotted for public 
punifhment, where thirty foldiérs on foot, and twenty 
on horfeback were drawn up in a circle: in the mid& 
a buffalo’s fkin was extended on the ground, near. 
which ftood fix young men, two of the ftrongeft 
Jooking, with twifted’ leathern thongs in their hands, 

A unis 


INTERIOR OF AFRICA} 299 


"A univerfal tremor feized me, and T had nearly 
\fainted away on thus, as I imagined, beholding death 
fo near, or if not death, what was fcarcely lefs ter- 
irifying in contemplation, a mercilefs fcourging. ‘The 
tking now arrived, attended by his officers, and im- 
tinediately called for my chief-accufer to ftand forth ; 
the obeyed with much alacrity,, {pringing into the midft 
lof the circle apparently elated with inward fatisfaction. 
}The king then afked me where it had been my inten- 
ition to go? “To Vahafua,” I anfwered. ‘“ Where 
Ndidft thou meet this ftranger?”” refumed he, turning 
to my adverfary. “¢ On the private road beyond Va- 
hafua*,” replied the man. He had fearcely uttered 
thefe words, when the king ordered him to be ftripped, 
\thrown on the buffalo’s fkin, and fixty lathes to be 
given him on the ‘belly. The furrounding throng 
iwere aftonifhed at thus feeing that punifhment they 
believed intended for me transferred to my accufers 
‘but their wonder ceafed when the king thus pro- 
ceeded: * None here fhall with impunity belie a 
ftranger, injure him in his perfon, or feek to draw on 
Vhim an unmerited punifhment.” After having under- 
Igone the decreed chaftifement, the delinquent was 
‘expelled beyond the borders of the country, whilft I 
“was appointed to fill his poft, and was prefented with 
this horfe. Every thing being thus adjufted, the king 
Jrelated to me the circumftances which had led him to 
Vfearch ftriétly into the merits of the caufe lately de- 
pending between ine and the exiled criminal. He 
| immediately perceived, he faid, that my accufer was 
ithe fame man who, by his orders, on the road ta 
) Boofu, had been obliged to alight, refign his horfé to 
}me, and take my place as litter-bearer. That upon 
} that occafion he had perceived in his countenance 
marks of deep difpleafure, and of refentment againft 
“me; confequently, on hearing his accufation of me, 
“it had ftruck him that it was dictated by revenge and 
0 6 malice ; 
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|  ™ This road leads to Feene, and humbers had fled thither oa 
i) fecretly effecting their efcape from this territory. 
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malice ; and having caufed his two comrades in tha¢ 
bufinefs to be clofely examined, their confeffion had 
fully confirmed his fufpicions. 

Having thus, for the prefent, efcaped, I took the 
opportunity of petitioning the king for permiffion to 
depart on the profecution of my travels; but to this 
he would not confent, faying, “ It is now thy dut 
to obey my commands,”? The matially (fubaltern 
officer) of the Moors, now took me under his direc- 
tion, and delivered me wp my horfe, but with no 
other furniture than a rope-halter, and a goat-fkin to 
ferve as a faddle.. his I did not by any means 
like, forefeeing that I fhould never be able to manage 
him with thefe equipments; but fhould run the rifk 
of difafters fimilar to what I had met with ona for- 
mer occafion, I therefore determined to-apply to the 
king again, and beg of him either to confent to my 
departure, or fix mein fomeother office. I was-the 
next morning fimmoned to attend him, when the 
firft queftion he afked me was, whether I could ride? 
J an{wered in the negative: ‘ Exert thyfelf to learn 
then,” faidhe: “for if thou wilt remain with me, I 
defign thee to fill a higher ftation.”” TFhe:prefent E 
perceived was no time to renew my folicitations for 
leave to go, fince he had of himfelf mentioned my 
{taying with hims and had I perfifted in oppofition to 
his will to urge my difmiffal, I had every reafon ta 
apprehend that he would have fent me as a prefent ta 
his brother-in-law Soomakaty*; in which cafe certain 
mifery would have been my future lot. I therefore 
refigned myfelf to my prefent deftiny, witha hope 
ef finding’ a favourable opportunity privily to effect 
my efcape. 

I now 


* King of Zanfara, who, as 1 was. informed, was a man of 
the moft cruel difpofition. The king of Haouffa’s fitter was 
really his wife ; but he kept befides four hundred concubines. 
When any of thefe had ceafed to pleafe him, he fold them to 
the flave.dealers; and always had a fearch made in the couns 
try about for others to-fill up the vacancies, 
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) I now applied myfelf to learn to ride, and ina 
Short time could fit fo firm on my horfe, as to be able 
Yo load and difcharge my gun as I went on: The fole 
)mployment belonging to my office was to attend the 
ting when he wascarried in his litter, or when he 
Fode out on his great camel, which was always led by 
pour men; thereft of my time was at my own difpos 
jal, and I fpent it generally either in carving little 
vooden toys, or in walking about the town to collec 
vhat information I could relative to the neighbouring 
Jiations. Two caravans from the Weftern Barbary 
Maffed through at different times on their way to Van- 
ara; either of thefe I would gladly have joined could 
) have ftolen away, but that I found it impoflible to 
Necomplifh. In fome of my perambulations through 
he city, I formed an acquaintance with the richeft 
Soerchant belonging to it, whofe name was Koobi, 
This man carried on a moft extenfive traffic ; had con- 
Ntantly two caravans on the road, confifting ofa hun- 
vred and fixty  beafts of burthen, with a proportion- 
‘ble number of flaves. One of the latter, a lively, 
Mntelligent young man, frequently amufed me with the 
Pccount of his travels; and from him, amongft many 
‘ther ufeful articles of information, I obtained an 
‘ccurate defcription ofthe route into the greater Bar- 
ary. 
) The rainy feafon had now come on, during which 
he king never rides or is carried out; and, except to 
The temple, does not ftir beyond the court of his pa- 
Face, in which latter place he then iffues his decrees, 
) had confequently more time to take the neceflary 
jaeafures previous to my meditated flight ; and as the 
lirft ftep,. I exercifed myfelf in the pronunciation of 
Nik the hardeft words of the language fpoken here ; 
Ind fometimes took leffons from the flave I have men- 
tioned in fome of the moft commonly ufed expreffions 
Vf that of the neighbouring nations. Whilit I was 
Igaking this and other preparations, the king one day 
jhewed me a gun, the fhoulder-piece of which was 
vroken, and confulted me to know whether I thought my 
| acquaintance, 


Seen rs 
ve ‘ 


STS HG fy eR MN es as 
eRe - xs 


402 TRAVELS IN THE 


acquaintance, his workman in wood, poffefted fufficie | 
ent fkill to makea new one. I anfwered, that 1 would | 
fhew him how, and taking it with me, I myfelf made | 


a new ftock for it, which on my fhewing the king, he | 


was fo highly pleafed that he prefented me with fifty | 


zimpo. 
i waited now only for the termination of the rainy 


feafon to make the attempt towards carrying my | 


long-projected plan into execution ; but it was for the 
preient fruftrated by a war breaking out between my 


mafter and the king of Vangara. Preparations were. 


made for our taking the field as early as poffible, and | 


on the 24th of July the mufters were completed, and 


the army ready to move. The rains were not yee | 


over, but that-did not retard us; and though the fole | 


diers. were generally obliged to march half the day up 
to their middles in water, neither their fpirits or courage 
were in any degree depreffed.. The king of Vangara 
doubtlefs thought it a. thing paft all belief that our 
troops fhould be able to reach his frontiers through 


vallies deeply inundated by water, but in this he wag | 
miftaken. Befides this improbability, our king prac | 
tifed a ftratagem to. prevent the hoftile monarch from | 
knowing when he intended to advance with his army. _ 

On the z2d of July, about noon, an officer arrived | 
at our capital from that of the enemy, attended by 
four Moors, and bearing with bim the declaration of 
war. This was written on narrow pieces of white | 
leather, rolled round two poles. On delivering them, , 
he faid, the king, his mafter, intended foon to come . 
and fetch them away again. Our king received them | 
very gracioufly, treated the officer with the moft corm, 


dial hofpitality, telling him at the fame time, that as 
foon as the plains were free from water, he would 


hinfelf carry back the poles, or, in plain terms, 


would begin the war; in the mean time iffuing private 


orders that his army fhould be got ready to march with | 


all expedition. 


Accordingly, on the 23d, beforé fun-rife, the ins | 
fantry was in motion, and at noon was followed by | 


half 
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pall the cavalry. The officer belonging to the enemy 
wanted to fet out alfo that fame day on his return, 
put the king reprefented to him that he had better ftay 
“ill the followi ing day, when he himfelf fhould accom- 
any and protect him from the infults of his troopsy 
On the 24th, at noon, the king fet out, accompanied 
py his officers, with that belonging to the enemy ; and 
fitttended by his body- guard, of which I made one. 
)We came the firft day to ‘Taahafa, a fmall town con- 
Mafting of two hundred huts; and here we were joined 
my five hundred Moors. On the 25th we paffed the 
)Niger at the imminent hazard of all our lives; twenty 
men of our number perifhed in the floods, which were 
ifwoln to a tremendous height: yet fuch of the cavalry 
Yas could not be forded over, were obliged to fwim 
acrofs the river on their horfes, Soon after this paflage 
lwe arrived at Muatoh, a village of forty huts, fituated 
in the valley through which the Niger flows. 
) On the 26th and 27th our march lay to the eaft, 
Sover a chain of mountains; and about noon on the 
28th we reached Krahota, or the gold mountains. Here 
we madea halt, and the enemy’s officer was fent back to 
this king witha meflage, 1 importing that king Maohaouf-. 
ifary was coming into his country accompanied by his 
Nforces, to make him avifit. A guard of twenty men 
Nwere fent as an efcort with the officer, as far as 
)Hahfuto, a fmall town in the territory of Vangara. 
| He was fcarcely gone when intelligence arrived that 
eur infantry had already penetrated ‘into the enemy’s, 
country, where they waited for further orders. No 
}European army, that excepted which Buonaparte led 
over the ftupendous mountains of Switzerland, would 
Sever have undertaken or accomplifhed what I here 
faw performed by undifciplined troops. We had ftilk 
before us two enormous chains of mountains, one 
turning only of which we had already crofled; but 
that we now approached was much more abruptly 
| fteep, more tremendoufly difficult of afcent than the 
former: to me, indeed, it appeared care inace 
icellible; but I was witnefs to obftacles b eing overcome 
whic 


304 TRAVELS IN THE 


which I thought beyond human exertions to con- 
quer. 

At day-break the king iffued the neceffary orders to 
his officers, and in the fpace of half an hour the ca 
valry which remained with us were drawn up in 
order, brandifhed their arms, and raifed a deafening 
fhout. which was reverberated by the mountains. 
Ofoth/ugo, koato agulaty! they cried (death and hell 
fhall not. deter us!) upon which they darted. up the 
mountain with fuch rapidity that large fplinters of ‘the 
rock flew about; not a man, however, received the 


flichteft “hurt. The royal tent, with /all the others,” 


were now  itruck, and it came to-my turn, with my 
companions of the guard, to clamber up the rugged 
fteep. I alighted from my horfe, and with infinite 
toil and difficulty attained the fummit. The king re- 
mained feated on his camel, fmoaking a pipe of tos 
bacco with the moft perfeét compofure. 

A new obftacle was now to be furmounted, for on 
our defcent at the oppofite fide of the mountain, we 


came to an arm of the Niger, which muft neceffarily © 


be croffed. The -king ftill fat undifturbed on his’ 
camel, which was conducted through the water by 
{wimming-flayes ; and got fafely over. I followed on 
horfeback, and fortunately was equally fuccefsful; 
but I had another fubjeét of annoyance; for the 
ropes I was here obliged to ufe inftead of ftirrups, had 
fo rubbed the {kin off my feet, that the blood ran from 


them, and the hurts gave me intolerable pain. The” 


fecond ridge of mountains was now to be climbed, 
and whilft engaged in the arduous tafk, evening overs 
took us. At the bottom of this laft mountain, on 
the further fide, we entered on hoftile ground, and 
here we halted and pitched our camp. At about the 
diftance of three leagues before, we faw flames of fire 
and clouds of fmoke rifing in the air: this was occas 
fioned by our infantry, who having marched. onwards 
into the enemy’s country, were already bufily ems 
ployed in plundering, burning, and deftroying all bes 
fore them, This fght excited univerfal joy in our 
campy 
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amp, and fongs and fhouts of triumph echoed 
trough its whole extent. On the following morning 
}wder and pebble ftones, inftead of ball, were diftni- 
‘ted to all our people ; to fervants and flaves, as well 
‘the foldiers, nor were the priefts themfelves ex=- 
xypted from military duty. This diftribution was 
at we might be prepared in cafe of an attack, which, 
hbwever, was not thought likely to. happen. 

HAbout noon on this day, fixty-two prifoners were 
ought to our camp, and from thence fent further 
in the courfe of our late march. ‘Thefe poor 
retches were miferable objects of compaffion, fo 
ich were they maimed and disfigured; fome with 
fir limbs fhot away, others defperately wounded 
th fpears in different parts of the body, or hacked 
Fever their heads and faces by fabres; they had be- 
8 been defpoiled of every thing, their huts burned, 
id they were now entirely naked. We had, as may 
|fuppofed, nothing in the way of an hofpital in our 
mp, nor indeed any kind of furgical preparations, 
even ftyptics for {taunching the blood; and when 
efe unhappy beings, agonized with pain, expreffed 
sir fufferings by difmal howlings and lamentations, 
> king, as a mark of lenity and favour, ordered 
sir wounds to be burned. 

We now proceeded on our march, but very flowlys 
tting that day no further than’ within about two 
igues of the town of Kahfuto, where weagain pitched 
frcamp. A conftant firing was heard the whole night 
fough; during which alfo, officers were inceffantly 
@iving with reports to the king, but 1 learned nothing 
‘their purport. At break of day a hundred of our 
bn were brought in wounded, together with thirty 
bre prifoners taken from the enemy. We now 
ard that the main body of our army were employed 
an attack on Kahfuto, which was refolutely de- 
nded by the enemy: our flaves were immediately 
it off as a reinforcement to affift in reducing it 5 
Bt this was-not neceflary, for they had not been gone 


@ hour before we perceived Kahfuto all in ae 
| anc 
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and a fhort time after intelligence arrived that the enes | 
my had retired from the place, having previoufly feb} 
it on fire. f 
We now marched forward, our main army havin 1 
gone on before. Our road. through the whole of the | 
the day was very difficult, fometimes laying through } 
tangled thickets, at others over plains of heavy fand; , 
whilft on every fide-we faw villages reduced to afhes, | 
We encamped clofe. by the river Kmog, on the oppos 
fite bank of which our main army was pofted. ‘This } 
river flows from north to fouth through the whole ter= i 
ritory of Vangara. Our fituation here was thoroughly | 
uncomfortable, for the plains contiguous to the river } 
being {till in moft places under water, our footing was |! 
nothing but mud and flime; fo that it was impoffible | 
to light a fire, and {till more fo, to attempt enjoying | 
the refrefhment of fleep.. To the right of us, it is tre, | 
there was an eminence of confiderable height ; but to! 
attain that we muft have turned off toa much greater | 
diftance from our main body, to which we now withed | 
to keep clofe, for the purpofe of co-operating witls | 
them. Thofe amongft us who had horfes, fat the |} 
whole night on their backs, as the only means of gets § 
ting any kind of reft. When day began to dawn we | 
croffed the river,-and commenced our march direétly } 
towards the capital. Immediately on coming within | 
fight of the hoftile army, orders were given that the | 
bageage fhould remain behind under my charge, with { 
a guard of fifty foldiers and forty flaves ; and the king, § 
now taking the command of all his troops in perfom | 
advanced to meet the enemy : within a few hours the | 
battle commenced, with fuch hideous cries and yellings * 
on both fides, as ftruck a terroreven into us who were | 
at fome diftance from the fcene of aétion. ' 
Our army, rather lefs vigorous from not having en= } 
joyed any reft for fome days paft, was feveral times | 
driven back; but as conftantly returned:to the charge, 
The conteft, till towards evening, was pretty equal, | 
now one army giving way, again the other; fo that 
victory remained quite undecided, when darknefs com= | 
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ig on, our forces were left matters of the field, the 
my retreating into the city. ‘Two hundred prifon- 
@ fellinto our hands, with a very inconfiderable thare 
@oooty.. The chief brunt of the war might now be 
Giaid to be over, as in the whole territory of Van- 
ja there was not, except the plain where this action 
Hk place, a fpot where a pitched battle could be 
®@ght; the face of the country prefenting nothing but 
jalternate fucceflion of forefts, thickets, narrow val- 
fs, and {teep mountains. 
ifrom my obfervations during the recent conteft, I 
rovered how miferably defective both parties were 
tactics, and that with them the event depended 
ly on defperate refolution and fuperior firength. 
Hie action had lafted feveral hours, yet during the 
ole of that time our troops {carcely fired twenty 
lies, and the enemy, I fuppofe, not oftener. Each 
he they were to load their firelocks, the whole army 
i back, advancing again to difcharge them; in the 
ji too their powder fell fhort. We remained. in our 
ation two entire days, and on the third no overtures 
¢ peace being fent us by the enemy, we advanced to« 
irds the city. We now began to be much diftrefled 
Ba deficiency of provifions, the {tock we had brought 
ih us being all confumed, and the enemy’s country 
fording us nothing for a fupply. A proclamation 
As therefore iffued by the king, fetting fortn, that as it 
juld not by any means be eligible to return back to 
fir own country for provifions, whoever wifhed to 
peure any, mutt advance with him to the conquett 
I the capital. Where the king led, the army was 
liged to follow, and confequently we pufhed on. 
WFor that whole day and a good part of the night, 
} proceeded without meeting with any thing that 
@ald ferve as nourifhment either to man or horfe. 
When day broke we could plainly diftinguifh the city, 
im which we were now about a league diftant. in 
hatever direction we turned our eyes, multitudes of 
m were to be feen, ftragglers either from our own 
athe hoftile army. The king was meditating the i. 
| tac 
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tack of the capiral with his troops, when a ftop was put | 
to this defign by the enemy, who came pouring down } 
in. numbers from a height which ftretches along one j 
quarter of the city, and rufhing upon us with impetude { 
fity, a furious conteft enfued. Being furrounded on } 
all fides, we muft inevitably have been cut to pieces, 9 
but for the heroic conduét of the Moors, who prefling | 
forwards made themfelves mafters of the City; which | 
they had no fooner atchieved, than they difpatched am } 
exprefs to the king with intelligence of their fuccels, i 
Upon this- we inftantly received orders to force our § 
way through the enemy, and follow the king into the } 
city : thefe were obeyed with alacrity, and we joyfully 4 
pufhed on, in the hope that we fhould now find a {up- } 
ply of food both for ourfelves and horfes ; but in thig } 
we were totally difappointed, for not a fingle article im | 
that way had been left. hat the fugitive inhabie 4 
tants had not been able to carry with them, ‘or what 
had been in poffeffion of thofe who remained behind, 
were foon confumed by that part of our army which | 
had forced their way into the place; thefe had alfo fet | 
fire io it on the north fide. 
The king gave immediate orders that meafures fhould | 
be taken to extinguifh the ames; and then called acoun- } 
cil of his officers to confult on the fteps now to be pute | 
fued. The quarters which fellto my fhare had formerly | 
{ 
{ 
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belonged to an officer; here was every other kind of | 
convenience, but nothing to relieve the tortures of | 
hunger. To thofe who had got no fhare of what plun= } 
der the city had afforded, avery {canty portion of meal } 
was diftributed, but this was barely fufficient to fatisfy | 
the appetite for a few hours. ‘The next day was am } 
interval of reft to all the army ; except, indeed, to the | 
King himfelf, who was bufily employed.in making the | 
neceflary arrangements. »I was appointed to attend } 
hin ina progrefs through the city, in order to fee } 
whether,any fort of provifions were to be procured 

but none were to be found, and at every ftep fcenes of | 
diftrefs and mifery met our view: mothers with theit | 
children inceffantly proftrating themfelves at the i‘ \ 
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@the king, and imploring his pitys but he liftened not 
their doleful pleadings, defiring them not to trouble 
n and bar his.-paffage, or they fhonld be punifhed 
th inftant death. | I was deeply affeéted by their fuf- 
fings, and could not help feeling a degree of difguft 
wards the king ; however, I made fome allowances, 
8 confidering that during the tumults of war, pity: is 
re laid afide, and that on former occafions I had feen 
m difplay proofs of a humane and compaffionate dif- 
fition. ‘That very evening, indeed, I had reafon to 
ume my favourable opinion of him, for on iffuing 
Biers to quit the city the next morning, he gave a 
ict charge that it fhould not be fet on fire, as was 
+ ufual practice; nor would he fuffer the defencelefs 
nabitants, norany but fuch as had been found in arms, 
#be carried away as prifoners or flaves ; commanding 
at they fhould be left in undifturbed poffeflion of 
eir huts. 

§) The city of Vangarais fomething more thana 
Peue in length, and about half that fpace in breadth. 
|contains fix rows of houfes and huts, forming three 
fain ftreets, running in parallel lines from north to 
#ith. The houfes are built of unhewn ftones and 
Gorter ; the huts of clay and rufhes. At the end ofeach 
Jeet ftandsa temple, and the market-place is in the 
Mntre of the city, where a crofs ftreet interfeéts the 
Tree principle ones. The palace is built of. common 
Bones and mortar, and is inclofed by a wall fix feet 
zh; which in many places had been fuffered to fall 
fo decay, and exhibited upon the whole a wretchedly 
Hor appearance. “The city itfelf is furrounded by pa- 
dadoes, in which are alfo chafms, and the remainder 
Hpears rotten. On the fouth fide is a pool for waters 
ig the cattle, fix feet in depth; and from hence, in 
aie of a drought, the inhabitants procure what water 
ley ufe. 

) At dawn of day we left the city, and again.pitched 
fir tents in the pofition we had formerly occupied at 
e foot of the mountain which formed the frontiers 
He cayalty in front, the infantry bringing up the rear. 
| | On 
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On the.23d an officer came to our camp on the pat | 
of the enemy, with propofals of peace, which the king { 
agreed to accept, provided the king of Vangara would | 
come and treat with him in perfon. He did fo withs | 
out delay, and a well-ratified contra& of peace and } 
mutual friendfhip was entered into on the followin 
terms: 1, Theking of Vangara fhall every. year fend | 
to the king of Haouffa twenty flaves. 2. The kingof | 
Vangara fhall furnith affiftance to the king of Haoufia | 
at any time when he fhall be attacked by other nas } 
tions ; for which he fhall receive the fpoils which fhall | 
be taken by his troops on all fuch occafions. 3. All | 
the cattle which the fubjeéts of the king of Vangata } 
have carried off from the kingdom of Haoufia fhall be ¢ 
reftored. 4,.The two kings reciprocally grant a frees } 
dom of trade between the fubjeéts of both nations, 4 

Peace being now concluded, the two kings treated } 
each other with every appearance of the moft cordial | 
friendfhip; {moked their pipes together, and converte | 
ed on indifferent fubjeéts, without beflowinga thought } 
on thofe ill-fated wretches, who during the campaign } 
had been taken prifoners, and were thence doomed t | 
perpetual flavery ; as each power retained the captives | 
it had made. This war had coft about a thoufand } 
menon each fide; many towns and villages had been } 
deftroyed, and fome thoufands of inhabitants totally | 
defpoiled of their property, and left deftitute of dwel# | 
ling places. On the 26th the peace was finally cons | 
cluded, and on the 28th "we accompanied our king om } 
his return to his capital. } 

During the campaign I had taken pains to acquifé 
fome friends, and in particular had cultivated an int | 
macy with many of the Moors, with a view of gaining | 
ights from them: in points relative to the courfe of my, } 
urther travels. I {till adhered to my determination Of } 
zing the firft favourable opportunity that offered for | 
reGting my efcape; and had decided on going to 
ene, which was.a journey of about three days and || 
a quarter from where £ mow was. But Iwill here | 
fufpend the narrative of my proceedings for a littley * 
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@ilft I give a more detailed defcription of the country 

ere | had. now been a refident for fo many. months. , 
Whe kingdom of Haoufla is by far the moft charm- 
#® country through which I paffed in Africa, during 
| whole of my journey from the Cape. It1s bounded 
ithe eait by the kingdom of Mophaty (Zanfara) on 
@north by the territory of Fomingho*, on the weft 
ithe kingdom of Feene, and on the. fouth by that 
iBahahara. The river Niger flows through a part of 
i and whilft it gives fertility to the grounds, beftows 
the inhabitants the advantages of commerce ; as by 
@ numbers of veflels pafs from Tambuko to Boofu, 
@m whence their lading is tranfported further through 
Pcountry by caravans. The foil of this fine diftrict is 
fommonly fruitful; and were its inhabitants a Civi- 
ied people, they might produce the richeft ftores ~ of 
@alth. Animals of all kinds abound through it; 
re is great plenty of fine timber, and a variety and 
®fufion of fruits. In the woods are found honey 
| wax; the mountains yield falt and falt-petre ; and 
@e their bowels to be explored, mines might be dif- 
@ered which would produce endlefs treafures. The 
intry is inhabited by three diftinét nations: 1. The 
mtygoetys, who dwell on the fouthern frontiers; 2. 
ie Kahmofanians on thofe to the eaft; and 3, The 
iouffans who poffefs the central divifion. The drefs 
the inhabitants of the latter place, is in general long 
laks of different coloured linens, faftened round the 
ty; inftead of thoes, narrow bands of leather wound 
iofs each other over the feet; and round the head, 
gy, a piece of coloured linen.or cotton cloth is 
fed. The only diftinétion in the apparel of the fol- 
rs is, that they alone wear a red clot! 


h, made of 
at’s-hair or cotton, round their heads ; their cloaks 
of the common kind. Thofe worn by the Moors 

, are 


‘| 
* A tract of country about between ten and twelve German 


les in length, and five or fix in breadth. I have never feen 
Marked in any map. 
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are fhort, and amongft the lower orders, made of red | 
linen. Officers and merchants ufually drefs in filk, | 
The men are large in their perfons, ftrong made, 
and of undaunted courage in war. The women are 
more delicately formed, and very pleafing in their 
looks. ‘The complexions both of men and women ate | 
a clear brown, with flat nofes, larve eyes, and “fine } 
white teeth. ‘The Moors look white comparatively, | 
and are of middling ftature. They are not natives of | 

this country, but come from the defart of Sahara, and 
ferve as foldiers, for their maintenance and clothing, | 
They are all expert horfemen, and by their. fkilland | 
activity in that way keep the enemy againft whom they | 
are engaged in continual buftle. ‘They refide in the | 
towns and villages, and have their own diftiné houfes | 
and huts, being not held in any high eftimation by the | 
native inhabitants. ‘They are naturally much addicted | 
to theft, but are reftrained from exercifing their talents | 
in that art here, from the dread of the punifliment ats | 
tendant on its detection, which is very fevere: the 
offender receives a certain number of. lafhes on the | 
belly from the perfon robbed, and is then driven out | 
of the country. | 
‘The native Haouffans are a kind-hearted obliging | 
peoples neither injuring a ftranger themfelves, nor al? | 
lowing him to fuftain any injury which they can pres } 
vent. Each oneamongft them lays himfelf out to en- 
tertain the traveller in the beft manner he is able, who } 
applies to him for hofpitality ; and then takes painsgat | 
his departure to point out the beft road for him to pure | 
fue, This laft point they are particularly attentive to | 
the performance of, left their gueft fhould fall into the | 
hands of the Moors, who would not fcruple to ways | 
lay, attack and rob. him; nor even to convey him | 
away privately, and fell him fora flave. In their doe } 
meftic arrangement they are cleanly and fond of regue | 
larity. Each perfon, before he commences his daily 
employment, repeats a prayer, cither in the open air oF | 
in the temple. When the ‘weather is lowering they | 
never go to labour in the fields, however neceflary if 
may 
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| 
Inay be; yet they practife more of agriculture than any 
Wf the other nations I had vifited. The Moors are 
Batoetens, but the religion of this country is Pagan- 
ifm: they have priefts in preat numbers, but thefe en< 
poy no privileges fuperior to the other inhabitants: 
# muft equally with them cultivate the fields and 
Herform domettic offices if they with for a comfortable 
ubfiftence. They are entrufted with the inftruction 
f children, and their leffonsare generally given in the 
emples. Circumcifion is praétifed, and performed 
lways at the full of the moon, the child may be either 
Pne or fix-and-twenty days old. The art of writing 
s known here, and to exercife children in it they 
oake ufe of a-kind of thin board, which they ftrew 
Hver with fand, and in this they trace the characters, 
ither with the bones of fifth or thofe of other animals 
Wwhich are fine enough for the purpofe. The courfe of 
She children’s education is completed from their fixth 
jo their tenth year ; from the latter period they are em- 
Noyed- in domettic offices. A fingle goat is the res 
yard the prieft receives for the entire inftruction of a 
hild.; When any feftivals are to be celebrated the 
Ss announce it to the people, as that of the new 


= 


noon for inftance, upon. which they. go'to the tem- 
ple at fun-rife, accompanied by all their pupils; and 
Bien the reft of the congregation is affembled repeat 
} prayer, which they do ftanding, whilft their audi- 
jors proftrate themfelves on the ground with their faces 
Burned, towards the fn. The children ftand round 
jhe prieft in a circle, and-feem to feél real devotion. 
hs foon as the prayer is ended, if there be any infants 
pney are prefented for circumcifion ; when this is pers 
Sormed the prieft lays. the circumcifed child on’ the 
ae whilft he delivers a kind of le€ture, and then 
Hives it back to the mother with divers ceremo- 
Biies. 

| Their temples are conftructed with great fimplicity ; 
hofe in the villages are of the fame materials as their 
guts, that is, rufhes, covered at top’ with palm 
Jeaves, and plaiftered on the’infide with Mortar, which 
1 P they 
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they paint or dye with a fort of ftuff of a red colour, 
found in the country. In the towns the temples are’ 
built of ftones piled in a particular manner, and curi- 
oufly decorated within by thofe ftones being alternately 
painted blue, red, black, ‘or other colours: they ‘have 
alfo fometimes figures varved on them. 

The king has abfolute and unlimited authority over 
the whole of his dominions and fubjeéts, He cannot 
+ faid to have any minifter; his officers are nominally 

f his council, and to them is delegated the jurif- | 
diion of the towns, but without the power of deci- 
fion in-points of any importance till they have bis ap- 
probation. The fentences he himfelf pronounces are 
often very fevere; punifhing even flight offences with 
fometimes thirty at others fixty lafhes on the belly, and 
this inflidted with Jeathern thongs twifted together. 
Perfons detected in theft are ufually hanged, and the 
execution is thus performed: a pott is fixed in. the 
ground, from which projec&t two pieces of iron halfa 
foot in length each, ‘bent up in front, and barbed like 
fifh-hooks; on thefe the lower part of the delinquent’s 
chin is feet and he is deft fafpended with his hands 
and feet bound together. Thofe condemned to fuffer 
fo generally furvive in this ftate from fix and- thirty to 

eight-and-forty hours. As a mitigation of the punifh- 
ment criminals are fometimes hung by the néck on 
thefe hooks; in which -cafe a couple of hours puts an 
end to their torture. 

The military force amounts: to eighteen or twenty 
thoufand infantry, all natives, and fix thoufand 
Moorifh cavalry. Many ‘of them in time of war 
carry mufkets and large fabres; others are armed with 
lances. four feet in length. The king always heads 
his army in perfon when it takes the field : his neigh- 
bours ftand very much in awe of him, even though 
theit troops be fuperior i in number. 

The commerce is of very confiderable extent which 
is carried on by and through this country’; its fituation 
and fertility being both very favourable for it. The 
caravans which pafs and repafs always ftop here to fup- 


ply 
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‘ply themfelves with provifions of all kinds neceflary 
for men and horfes on their journey, contracting alfo 
as they go for what they fhall want on their return. 
)The products exported from this’ country are, to Tam- 
Pbuko, manna, dates, and cotton; into Barbary, am- 
ibergris, cums, and mufk; and to the kingdom of 
‘Tookahat *, ivory, fkins, and oftrich-feathers: 
 Thecity of Haouffa may be certainly confidered as 
sone of the largeft in Africa; being half a day’s journey. 
in length, and two German miles in breadth +. I was 
mrever able to learn with any degree of certainty the 
ynumber either ‘of the inhabitants or of the houfes and 
vhuts it contains. It has nine ftreets extending from 
yeaft to weft, called after the nine firt months of the 
jyear: thefe are, rt. The Yock, or flefh-ftreet ;\2. Vaa- 
Matiy, fire-ftreet; 3. Teethoyory, lion-{treet; 4. Saawioo, 
Neali-flreet; 5. Nizmyoto, porcupine-ilreet; 6. Nahary, 
feamel-fireet ; 7. Tarankyato, moon-ftreet; 8. Mii- 
Meotcala, dark-ftreet; and, 9. Sattomially, commerce- 
treet. 

| Befides thefe principal ftreets there are fixteen crofé 
or half ftreets which do not however interfe& the 
Hothers: they are all of them paved, and afterwards 
itrewn with a very thick covering of fand. The 
thoufes, like the temples, are chiefly compofed of {tones 
Janc mortar, none of them more than one ftory highs 
pthey are not built clofe together, paffages being lefr 
jbetween to prevent the fpreading of the flames in cafes 
of fire. I was affured that within the city itfelf. are 
‘two hundred and fifty temples. Here are four market- 
Pplaces: the firft, called the man:market, where flaves 
are fold; a fecond, caravan-market, in which the tra- 
Ivelling merchants difpofe of their articles of traffic: 
third, cattle-market, for the fale of flefh-meat; and 
the 
) * Akingdom twenty days journey from Haouffa, bordering 
Hon Guinea. 

» t+ Mr. MM. Park is quite erroneous in, placing this city at the 
Bdiftance- of two Yays journey from the Niger; and muft 
have depended too implicitly on the account given him by fome 
peafon entirely ignorant of the geography ofthe country. 
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the feurth is a place for exercifing, and called the pa- 
rade. The palace is fituated on the fouth fide, and 
reputed a place of great ftrength, it being furrounded: 
with a double wall and.a deep ditch. In the city and’ 
palace together'a garrifon is kept, generally confifting 
of three thoufand men. , There are manufactories of 
linens and earthen-ware, both of which articles are 
fent by the caravans to different countries for fale. 
The number of merchants refiding in the city are 
computed to be .about three hundred: thefe carry on 
trade to a vaft extent, keeping caravans themfelves to 
fend and bring back their merchandizes; thus diffufing 
commerce to confiderable diftances on every fide. As 
all ftrangers are allowed a liberty of trade, many refort 
hither upon that account; and particularly numbers 
of Jews, who come at ftated periods, for the purpofe of 
obtaining gold, filver, tvory, and dye-{tuffs, in ex- 
change for iron-wire, fwords, powder and ball, look- 
ing-glaffes, with other articles. 

There are fome houfes in the fuburbs much hand- 
fomer and more commodious then thofe ii the city it- 
felf; though the former are inhabited only by artifans, 
chiefly fmiths and potters. At the diftance of about a 
league to the welt of the city is a {pring, over which 
has been conftruéted a bath for the ufe of the king and’ 
his principal officers. It is compofed of ftraw, covered 
at the top with palm leaves, and lined with cotton, a 
plantation of cotton trees furrounding it. The water 
rifes hot from this fpring, which, as l have been told, | 
throws up a quantity of gold fand as it iffues from the 
earth. I will not, however, take upon me to vouch 
for the truth of this circumftance, as I never was per- 
mitted to enter the bathing houfe; that liberty being 
prohibited, under pain of death, without -the king’s 
{pecial licence. Thus much only I can fay on the 
{ubje&t: that I obferved the king had gold-duit to dif- 
pofe of in barter, which I know not how he could 
procure in any other way. 

Each year, in the month of September, which is 
here the fineft feafon, the king goes to Boofu, where he 

* {pends 
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'fpends fome time, for the purpofe of exercifing his 
“troops. With the view of extending my acquaintance, 
and thereby acquiring ftill more information refpecting 


thofe countries through which my future route lay. 
1. frequently obtained permiffion of the king to vifit 
the fuburbs,. and the adjacent diftricts. One impedi- 


‘ment however there was in thefe excurfions to the exe- 
-cution of, my. meditated project; for, by the King’s 
| command, | was'conftantly attended by a Moor, to pro- 
teat me from any infult that might be offered me, ever 
fince the unfortunate predicament into which [ had 
fallen fome time before :. indeed, I had become the 


obje& of royal folicitude, leit any difafter fhould hap- 
pen tome; and notice had been publithed, that who- 
ever attempted to injure me fhould be punifhed with 
death. This, it istrue, on one hand, ‘was a very a- 
greeable circumftance, as it fecured me from all molef- 
tation in my rambles; but on the other, 1 was not fo 
well pleafed with it, as it retarded, perhaps might to- 
tally prevent, my: defign.. I. was therefore obliged to 
change my plan of conduét. Accordingly I went no 
more out, confining myfelf at home under pretence of 
indifpofition. The Moorifh officer.who had the fuper- 


“ntendence: of the king’s fervants, the fecond day en- 


quired what was the matter with me;:1 anfwered that 
¥- found fymptoms of a fever ; he immediately reported 
this to the king, who.confulteda prieft what would be- 
the beft means to employ for my recovery. I could not 
have met with any thing more accordant to my wifhes 


) than the prefcription of the prieft, which was, that I 


mutt bathe dally. In confequence of this advice, the 


| king fent me notice, that I muft bathe twice every day 


ina fmall lake a little way out of the city, for the re- 


) eftablifhment of my health. In order that he might 
entertain no fufpicions, J fent him back word that I 


was too weak and ill to go fo far. He would not 
however accept my excufe, but fent orders toa Moor 
to aflift and even to carry me, in cafe of neceflity; and 
to take all poffible care of me. For more than a week 
I did as I was direéted to forward my cure; but du- 
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ring that time I perceived not. a glimpfe of- hope that 
i fhould be able to effeé& my efcape, my attendant 
never for a moment quitting me. 

At length, on the-ninth day, feigning to be more 
than commonly weak and low, I told the Moor as we 
went out in the morning, that I fhould not return till 
evening, as 1 had obtained permiffion to ftay out the” 
whole of the day. Not doubting the truth of what 
T told him, he replied, that he would then, that being 
the cafe, go home to the city for the prefent, and re- 
turn in the evening to fetch me.. He had no fooner 
difappeared than I fet off with the fleeteft fpeed I 
could exert, taking the road that led to the kingdom 
of Feene. After proceeding thus for about two hours 
J was overtaken by fome Moors on horfeback, who en- 
quired where I wa; going. I anfwered, that having _ 
been ill, I was ordered by the king to take exercife, as 
the means moft conducive to my recovery. They be- 
lieved it to be as I faid ; but advifed me go no further 
on that road, as a wood, to which they pointed, to the 
north-weft was generally infefted by robbers. I res 
turned them thanks for this kind intimation, and, fitting _ 
down, faid I would reft myfelf foran hour, and then res 
turn to town. They then rode on, which I was glad fo 
fee ; as, had they returned:to the city, the intelligence 
would foon have been {pread of what road I had taken. 
I now again ran forward as faft as I was able, and 
though I faw people at different intervals, at work in 
the fields on each hand, yet I found means to avoid 
them. I at length came to the wood which had been 
fhewn me, and laid myfelf down beneath its fhade for 
an hour, after which I once more purfued my way. 

Thad fometime fince taken the precaution to fecure 
my compa{s and my journal in a piece of goat {kin, 
which | faftened with thongs round me under my cloak, 
that if any unforefeen opportunity for flight prefented 
itfelf thofe very effential appendages might not be left 
behind me. As I now proceeded onwards I fill faw 
many people, but none of them detained or queftioned 
me. I plucked fome dates to eat, but thought not a 
other 
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J other food, caring only for my fafety. On coming 
Pout of the wood | faw fome villages, but, guefiing 
Ithem to be inhabited by Moors, 1 kept aloof from 
Hthem. Towards night 1 paffed clofe by two. villages 
) thar J might not ceviate from my direct line of travel 5. 
Jand here I met with another party of Moors to 
whom I was known ; bet they fuppofing I was tra- 
) veliing upon fome bufinefs for the king made no ate 
} tempt to ftop me. On: the third day from my des 
) parture I entered the kingdom of Feene, rejoiced 
) beyond .meafure to feel myfelf once more at libertye- 
) From the place where I now was to Biledulgerid 
) ftretches an extenfive wafte, called the Defart of 
» Sahara. 

On the morning of the 17th of September I en- 
) countered a troop of Moors on horfeback, who de- 
) manded of me who I was, and whither bound. I 
‘replied, that [ was a gun-maker belonging to Bile- 
) dulgerid*, travelling in hopes of making fomething 
| by my trade. « Go to Feene,”’ faid they, ‘‘ there 
) thou wilt meet with employment ;, but thou art-not in, 
\ the road which leads thither; it lies more to the 
‘ right.”?. I thanked them for thus fetting me righty, 
) and was turning to go on, bit, urged by the cravings 
) of hunger, I requefted to know if they could let me 
| have either fome meal or flefh-meat: they told me L 
| fhould get both at the next village; and thither I 
> made the beft of my way: it is called Yelly, and 
) contains fifty huts, fo conftruéted that they can eafily: | 
be 


* I had feen fome of thofe peopte at Haonffa, whofe occupa- 
tion I now affumed; and though my complexion was not na- 
turally fo dark as theirs, yet in my prefent ftate of dirt, both 

) my body and features being all over covered with it, my being 
) aforeigner could. not have been: afcertained: my hair tco 
> had the fame crifp curl which I. obferved that of thofe gun- 
} makersto have. Thefe men have liberty to travel through all 
) parts of the ceuntry, but they never fix their refidence any 
) where. Itwas now November, which is the time when they 
)) return from Barbary ; and to account for my not having gone 
| there, 1 intendéd to fay tbat the king bad kept me at Haoufla 
)  becaufe uf the war in which he had been lately engaged. 
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be taken to pieces: they are contrived fo becaufe this 
place: lying in the near neighbourhood of the Niger, 
when that river overflows during the rainy feafon the 
grounds ‘here are under water; the inhabitants there- 
fore always leave it for two months in the year, and 
gO up the mountains, 

I here made a plentiful meal of tortoife fefh and 
meal, after which I again fet out on my journey to. 
wards the mountain, over. a road fo deep that I often 
funk up to my knees in the mire. The mountains 
here exhibit a dreary view, confilting of nothing but 
barren rock and fand, yet on the eaftern fide: they 
are inhabited. i flopped for the night in one of the 
willages, the people belonging to which fubfitt by 
gathering falt from this ridge, and carrying it to Feene 
and Sille for fale. They are very poor, yet they fup- 
plied me with fome meal, and not uncomfortable 
lodging. ! 

On the 18th my path lay over a fertile plain, and 
led me to the handfome village of Pygohfityn, fitus 
ated.at about the diftance of a league from the Ni- 
ger. It confifts of a hundred neat huts, inhabited 
partly by Arabs, and partly by the original natives of 
the country. The chief man of the place, {tiled the 

yonhaty, received me with much kindnefs ; and, on my 
announcing myfelf as a gun-maker, begged I would 
repair his fire-arms. This difconcerted me a good 
deal, not having any tools, which did not agree with 
my account of myfelf: however, witha fteady couns © 
tenance, I told him that, having been robbed by the 
way, I had not any of the implements belonging to 
my trade, but hoped foon to replace them. The man 
feemed fincerely to feel for my lofs, and, unwilling to 
Jofe the opportunity of having his work done, fur- 
nifhed me with an old knife, a fimall hammer, anda 
pair of pincers; prefling me to try whether I could 
not with thefe do fomething of what he required of 
me. J accordingly made the attempt, and-it fuc- 
ceeded greatly to his fatisfation. So far I efcaped 
fufpicion as to the reality of the charaéter I now ap: 
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peared in; but ftill there was one circumftance which 
might lead to detection, and that was my not fpeaking 
the language of thofe people. Some of the words and 
phrafes I now heard 1 could make out, but could not 
by any means make myfelf plainly underftood in my 
turn: whereas the gun-fmiths who ufually travel 
into this country are perfect mafters of the Mon- 
grarian dialect, it being univerfally. fpoken through 


‘moft of the countries they vifit in their progrefs, It 


is indeed the vernacular tongue from hence quite into » 
Barbary. The Somathalian is that’ which is com- 
monly ufed in Haouffa, For this:deficiency I was 
obliged to invent fome concealment, which I did by 
affecting a kind of impediment in my fpeech which 
prevented my {peaking plain, and: luckily this paffed. 
1 continued here two days putting the -guns given me 
for that purpofe into.as good order:as my: wretched 
tools would admit of. I: required no payment for my 
trouble, but received on my. going away, as prefents, 
a piece of wire, a pair of pincers, aad a hammer. 

On the zoth I refumed my: journey, and paffed a 
a number of fcattered huts, and fome villages. In. 


-one of the latter,. about two leagues diftance from 
_ Feene, .I was taken under the charge of fome Moors, 


who conduéted me to that capital, and took me im- 


‘mediately on our arrival, to the yonhaty there. He 


feemed much furprized that, asa travelling gun-fmith, 
J fhould not underftand the language of the country. 
T accounted for this by faying it was the firft journey 
Thad ever made into thofe parts, He exprefled.no 


-further doubts, but looked. at me witha kind of curi- 
-ofity. My appearance indeed had fomething ex- 


traordinary in it;.the hue of my fkin, darkened. by 
dirt, and my hair in great diforder about my face. I° 


) was his gueft for the night, and the next. morning he 


gave the king notice of my- arrival, from whoin he 
received orders to keep me at his houfe, give me 


| whatever work was to be done, and take care that I 
} was provided with every proper conveniency. In. 


confequence of thete’ directions, a commodions 
Pit wooden 
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wooden hut was got ready for me to work in, whexe 
my hoft firft brought me his own arms to repair, and 
afterwards informed his neighbours in what manner I 
was to be employed. 1 was abundantly fupplied with 
meat and drink, but was obliged to work almoft in- 
ceffantly, fuch numbers of damaged guns were brought 
me from every quarter to be {et to rights. 

After fome time, my hoft afked me one morning 
why I did not go fometimes to prayers at the temple? 
Y anfwered, that 1 fhould have had much fatisfaction 
in doing fo, had I not been kept conftantly employed 
by fo much. work being given me; but that now I 
was ready to attend him thither. I accordingly wrap- 
ped my cloak about me and followed him; whilft 
there I behaved fo as to be taken by all prefent for 
one of their own religion. It was no difficult matter 
for me indeed to join in their different ceremonials, 
having been accuftomed to fee, and even frequently 
to aifift in their performance whilft at Haouffa, 
Befides, thefe people are not fo tenacioufly biggoted to 
their own mode of worfhip, as thofe of many of the 
Chriftian countries of Europe ; but deem thofe fuffi- 
ciently religious who frequent the temples and attend 
to their prayers. I have even feen fome of the Moors 
come in during their religious fervices with tobacco- | 
pipes in their mouths, without giving offence, or in- 
curring any bad treatment on that account. 

I had now refided here a month, attending only to 
my bufinefs, except latterly going to the temple once - 
every day. This new practice, however, made 
me more publicly known, and in confequence brought 
me work almoft beyond my power of performance. 
Even many of the merchants fent me their guns to 
repair, and {words to mend and fharpen; for this 
trouble indeed they paid me very well; and in the 
courfe of this lalt and the two following months I ac- 
quired earnings fufficient to fupport me for an entire 
year: I was, befides, prefented with feveral articles of 
cloathing ; for the ftory of my having been plundered of 
every thing on my. way thither, had been propagates 


y 
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by my holt. The king’s attention was now again at- 
tracted towards me by the encomiums of the Moors;. 
who fpoke highly both of the manner in which I ex- 
ecuted my work, and the regularity of my conduct. 
He therefore fent for my hoft, and made many. en- 
quiries both as to my performances and my behaviour. 
He received from him an equally favourable. report ; 
in confequence of. which I alfo had a fummons to 
attend him. He ordered fome broken guns and {words 
to be given me to mend and furbifh, and.afked me 
fome queftions; as, how I liked the country, and 
when I would return to it again. I anfwered in the 
manner which I thought beft calculated ‘to pleafe him, 
faying, I fhould like to continue here as long as I 
could be fupplied with work. This declaration feemed 
to give him much fatisfaction, and he difmiffed me 
with affurances of his future favour. 

My hoft was a man ofa retired difpofition; I there- 
fore had not much of his company; but, to amufe 
myfelf whilft at work, I converfed a great deal with ~ 
the flaves appointed to attend me; and by that means 
acquired a very competent knowledge of the language 
of the country. In order that I might have a per-- 


~fonal acquaintance with {uch perfons as had kindly 


made me prefents, I requefted my friendly hoft to 


take me to wait on them, for the purpofe of exprefling 


my gratitude. He conduéted me firft to the houfe of: 
a merchant, named Soomo, who had fent me a’cloak 
not much the worfe for the wearing he had given it. 
This man was extrémely civil, and even kind to mes. 
gave immediate orders that a melon and a bowl of 
oat’s milk fhould be fet before me, prefented me with 
4 {mall faw and a chiffel, and promifed to promote my 
intereft as much as- was in his power. From. another 
perfon l received a knife, a piece of cloth for a turban, 
and fome. nails. 
Wien I had completely cleaned and mended all the 
arms belonging to the king, I made for my hoft a 
{mall cabinet, and a kind of carriage of a fize to hold 


a child, This excited much admiration, but it 
r 6 brought 
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brought me fuch a number of applications as was not 
in my power to comply with, having decided on fet- 
ting out as foon as I could. ‘To travel by_myfelf, 
however, was too hazardous to be undertaken, as the 
direct road to the borders of Biledulgerid lay over vaft 
deferts, which were the refort of numerous bands of 
men who fubfifted folely by rapine. I might, it is 
true, have taken a line to the weftward; but even by 
this way I fhould not have been fafe, particularly if 
the inhabitants had any fufpicion of my being a Chrif- 
tian, 

I had now refided here fix months, during which 
time not a fingle opportunity prefented itfelf for'the 
profecution of my journey in the way I wifhed, as no 
caravans had paffed: a large one had been expected, 
whieh comes hither annually from Tunis on its way 
to T'ambakto; and I found great apprehenfions were 
entertained of its having beén attacked, plundered, 
and difperfed by the way ; as. on former years it had 
arrived and fet out on its departure again before this 
time. At length my hoft informed me that a fmall 
Caravan was preparing to fet out for Sille, and advifed 
me to proceed with it, the return of the large one be- 
ing now defpaired of. He at the fame time offered 
to recommend me to his brother, who refided in that 
town. For this purpofe he gave me a {mall piece of 
linen, on which he had written fome words which 
were to procure me a favourable reception from his 
brother. Accordingly, having taken leave of him 
and of my kind friends, the merchants who had fur- 
nifhed me with provifions for my journey, and given 


me their hearty good wifhes, I again fet forward on 
the. 7th of April. 
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Wefcription of the town of Feene, and the territory of 
) which it is the capital.—Some errors of Mungo Park 
) corrected —The author goes from Feene to Nakgo, takes 
) fripping and proceeds up the river by Metata and Para- 
) fret to Sille.—Defcription of that town.—From thence the 
) author travels with a caravan to Mata, Saatata, and 
) the Sancho, or geld mountain, on the borders of the king- 
) dom of Nytokka to the Siegnartons, an independent tribe 
© who dwell in caves.—Defcription of the fandy deferts.— 
) The caravan proceeds and arrives among ft the Arabs, 
) whofe habitations are huts, and the Mihoyadans, a robuft 
0 and warlike race, but hone? and obliging. —The cara- 
) van attacked by the Caroations, but fuffer no hft.— 
) Obfervations concerning the laf? mentioned nation.—On 
) the 24th of May the caravan afcends a fteep mountain.— 
) From the 25th to the 30th travel over a fandy defer. 
) On the firft of Fune come to a village.in the kingdom of 
) Vatometh, where they ftop fome days for reff and re- 
) frefhment.—Leave it on the fifth, crofs a chain of moun- 
) tains, and, at the imminent rife of the lives both of the 
) men and camels, are obliged to fwim acrofs an arm o 

| the river Sampi, much fwoln by the floods.—Pafs over 
"] Some fandy flats, and reach the confines of the kingdom 
of Tamobata (Targa).<~ Are attacked by a parcel of 
Moors, by which they leofe two men and a camel.— Arrive 
at length at the mountains which bound the defert of 
Sahara. 


i at 


o~ 


1C-)F the nations who inhabit the defert of Sahara, 
~ between Feene and the confines of Biledulgerid, 
tis well as thofe dwelling in other parts of. the defert, 
if thall {peak at large hereafter; at prefent I fhall confine 
Mmyfelf to the defcription of the town and country of 
| Feene, 
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Feene*. The town is fituated on a barren eminencey | 
which, during the rainy feafon is entirely furrounded | 
with water, fo that there “is fcarcely a poflibility: of | 
paffing or repaffing within the diftance of half a league | 
of it all: round. Thofe whofe indifpenfible bufinefg | 
obliges them to do fo, muft mount either a horfe or 
a camel, and even then run the rifk of being drowned, } 
‘The town is about two leagues in cireumference, and | 
is well built according to the ftyle of “architecture | 
practifed in thofe countries. There are four principab | 
{treets: the {pace in the centre where they crofs each | 
other is the market-place. In this are to be feen for 
fale large affortments, not only of African commodis | 
ties, but a great variety of thofe of Europe, brought | 
hither by the caravans: amongft thefe are looking= ' 
glaffes, buttons, needles, Nuremberg toys, hardware, 
with many others, which are moftly fold for gold, 
either in coin or bu'lion. 
The palace is fituated on the weft fide, and is fur- 
rounded by a wall, that of the town forming one paft | 
of it. All the walls are built of a mixture of roughe | 
hewn ftones and fiints; the. materials of the houfes, 
fome of which are two ftories high, are nothing, more 
than wood, with ftraw and leaves plaiftered over with — 
mortar. There are about three hundred of thele | 
houfes: the number of huts amounts to a thoufand, | 
The town confilts of: two diftinét parts; that which | 
contains the houfes, ftanding in a direction from eaft to | 
fouth, is called Kosko-horroh-yamgala (the free town | 
of the hiil;) this is inhabited by merchants, priefts, 
and perfons of.eminence. ‘The other divifion, run-_ 
ning from weft to north, is named Hiny-dako-kouko, | 
(black-land hill.) It.has this denomination probably, 
becaufe the huts of which it is compofed, and which | 
are moftly inhabited by Arabs and Moors, ftand upon | 
a black. and fterile foil. ‘There are fourfcore public 
; temples; | 
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* M. Park is inaccurate im having placed this town only 
two days journey from the Niger, whereas it is above three: 
this miftake probably originated from. his- relying on-the fate= | 
ment of fome ignorant perfons. 
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Pemples; and befides thefe feveral private ones, be- 
Mynging to the houfes of the people of fuperior rank. 
Mut that which ftruck me as a novelty, of which I 
fad not for along time feen any thing fimilar, was 
Hight fine public wells of a very fuperior conftruction ; 
jney were handfomely lined round with neatly arranged 
Hint ftones, and each had a winding flight of fteps 
feading down to the water. They are not fupplied 
by fprings, but are filled by the fhowers which fall 
Puring the rainy feafon; and when the waters thus 
Hbtained are exliaufted, they are repleniflred for the 
Hemainder of the year through fluices from the Niger. 
Whey are enclofed and placed under the fuperintend- 
ynce of one or more of the refpectable inhabitants, 
tvho keep others of inferior rank for the purpofe of 
ypening and fhutting the wells. They are fhut up 
very night, nor ever opened during the night-time, 
Pxcept upon the oceafion of the arrival of caravans, 
Qvhen a fupply of water is wanted either for the men 
or borfes belonging to them. | 
) In cafes of fire they ufe-fand, not water, for ex- 
Finguifhing the flames; another precaution alfo to 
brevent their fpreading is the houfes being built de- 
Qached from. each other. The king fpends but four 
months of the year here; the reft of it he paffes at 
Mille, and fome others of the towns in their turns, or 
At his country-houfes; perhaps a part of it in camp. 
Agriculture is a good deal practifed by the Arabs, and 
whe foil, though fandy, is fruitful in vegetable pro- 
MuGions when well manured, which it is partly by 
Ninundations, and partly by labour. What grows beft 
where are lemons, gourds, barley, and Turkith corn: 
Wthere are alfo dates, tamarinds, and plums, but inno 
great abundance. Fruit-trees do not thrive well, 
Ferobebly owing to the exceffive moifture both of the 
Meround and the atmofphere during the rains in this 
Meafon, fo that few are planted ; befides this, what fruits 
Wthere are generally become the prey of thieves, 
)There are artificers and manufacturers of various 
| kinds 
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kinds in the town; as {miths 
carpenters, and mafons, with others. 

On my leaving the town, as I have already mentioned 
on the 7th of April, the Jyonhaty appointed two Meors 
to attend me as an efcort, and I had 
fions for a couple of days. We proceeded direétly to 
Nahga, to try if we could find a veffel which was to 
fail foon for Metatah. We. waited till noon, and 
then were fo fortunate as to be taken on board a {mall 
one, together with two travelling merchants on their 


way to Tambakto. We {failed againft the current, 


but notwithitanding, arrived that fame night at Meta. 
tah. Between the latter place and Prafiet. the Niger 


is encreafed by the influx of the Agatra (Grey) river, 


which ‘flows thither from the north. At the place 
where we landed the Niger is as broad as the Rhine 
at Cologne, My attendants left me here to return: 
home by land, whilft I proceeded with the merchants, 
At Metatah and Prafiet are good caravanferas for the 
reception of the merchants belongiug to the caravans,. 
and the boatmen who convey them ; there are alfo. 
warehoufes for depofiting the goods thus brought, when: 
the owners pafs the night here, getting them on board: 


again in the morning. For guarding the freight of: 
each veffel the mafter pays fixty ziimpos a night whilft: | 


he ftays, and for this he is enfured that nothing fhall: 
beloft. They are obliged thus-to take their goods on. 
fhore during the night, becaufe of the petty pirates 

which infeft the Niger for the purpole of pilfering 
from thefe velilels; they are even fo audacious as to. 
attack and plunder them at times when there are but: 
few boatmen on board. When the cargoes are of confi- 

derable value the owners will fometimes admit pale 

fengers on board gratis, that they may affift in the des 

fence of the veffels if attacked by. thefe robbers. 

We proceeded in like manner by water from Prafi@ 
to Sille, where we landed on the morning. of the sath: 
of April. We were immediately taken under the 
charge of four Moors, by whom we were carried before: 


» potters, linen=weavers, 


a fupply of proyis | 


the yonhaty. Here we underwent an examination, and: | 


my. 


by fellow paflengers for thirty zimpos each procured 
piffes and proceeded on their journey. When it came 
)) my turn to give an account of myfelf, I faid 1 was a 
gin-{mith, and had come recommended to the merchant 
moota. Upon this two of the Moors were ordered to 
Pnduct me to his houfe. As foon as I produced my. 
Mil of linen which | had got to enfure ine a good re- 
Wption, the merchant turning to the Moors, faid, ‘*f 
Pall keep the ftranger with me, who comes recom- 
Nended by my brother, and will fpeak to the yonhaty 
Hyfelf on the fubje@t.”” He then paid the Moors forty 
mpos, their demand for having brought me thither. 
1. afterwards fhewed me a hut at the back part of his 
ee as a lodging, and invited me to live with him as 
tng as I fhould continue here; adding, that he would 
my intereft to the utmoft of his power. I 
entioned my with of travelling homeward with a cae 
van, and he promifed to aflift me in procuring an 
Hite was T repaired and cleaned his fire-arms ; 


id he was fo well pleafed with my performance that 
: recommended me to others; but there was little 
York of that kind, as the travelling gun-makers had 
ten here only a fhort time before. That I might not 
ibwever be idle, I made for my kind holt fome pieces 
Wfurniture, fuch as chefts, a table, &c. Wherever my 
Jend went he made me accompany him, by which 
Heans I acquired a great number of acquaintances, 
}rticularly amongft the merchants. 

) On the 1ft of May a caravan, confifting of ninety 
Hen, with forty camels richly laden, arrived from 
dubia, on its way to Tunis. My good friend appliéd to 
HT maufotufo (commander), with a requeft that he 
Mould take me with him, and provide me with com- 
Deable accommodations on the road. This man came 
'me himfelf the fame day to fix on the terms: he 
ked me what I would be willing to give for the jour- 
ly; not being accuftomed to tranfactions of this na- 
fe, I defired him to mention what he would have ; 
ger confidering for a fhorttime, he told me he would 
Ht require any payment; but that I muft go-well 
; armed, 
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armed, that I might affift in the defence of the caravan, 
fhould it-be attacked. I promifed to do fo; yet 1 was| 
at a lofs how to procure all that. was neceffary. for that 
purpofe: I muft have 2 gun, with. powder, balls, and) 
a {word ; and all thefe articles where here fold at molt 
extravagant prices. My hoft obferving my perplexity, 
relieved me from a part of my diftrefs, by afking me 
what ftore of money I had ;,-and faid, he would take 
upon himfelf the care of getting me the provifions and 
arms 1 fhould want. I produced all the zimpos I had 
in my poffeffion, but faid nothing of my Dutch gilders, 
On reckoning the treafure I had delivered him, he told » 
me thefe would not be nearly infficient to furnifh me 
with what I fhould want. ‘This plunged me into new) 
anxiety, which he once more. kindly removed, by 
bringing mea gun and a fabre; thefe he faid he would 
Jend me, looking upon me to be an honeft man; and, 
that I might return them to him at fome future period,’ 
when I fhould come again to repair the arms in this 
place. For three hundred zimpos, which was one half 
of the amount of my riches in that currency, he procu=, 
red for me the requifite ftores of meal, dried flefh,. 
powder, and ball; and at parting-gave me a number 
of good rules for my condué. in this journey. ) 
The town of Sille (or Silla, as it is fometimes} 
called) is under the government of the king of Feene, 
and, next to his capital, his principal place of refiz, 
dence. It ftands on the banks of the Niger; and, 
though of greater extent than Feene, it is not equal to 
that in the conftruStion or -difpofition of its buildings.; 
There are two great fireets, croffed by a lefler one; 
the reft is an intermixture of houfes and huts,, feats, 
tered about in the utmoft irregularity. A, canal come 


municating with the Niger is carried through the crols. 
ftreet, and fupplies the. town with watery Stone for. 
building muft be brought here from, agreat. diftanee,; 
for which reafon there are not. more than a hundsed) 
houfes formed of ial; | 1erE jucha 
multiplicity of | me £0) 
afcertain their nu ed entirely Ol; 


” the 
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he wood and leaves of the palm-tree. There are a 
Hundred temples and mofques, which are alfo formed 
“Sf palm-branches woven, and cores with the leaves. 
My friendly hoft was very {trict in the obfervances of 
‘@levotion himfelf, and in his pate at the mofques; 
out he never required me to accompany him, nor 
Hynettioned me in matters of religion. ‘The mofque be- 
“onging to the palace is built moftly of brick, brought, 
“St an immenfe expente, by the caravans from the 
“Pveftern coaft: it is calculated that each brick coft not 
“Tnuch lefs than a dollar. The caftle is a ftrongly con- 
' Structed building, compofed of flint-{tones and frage 
“Unents of rocks: it is fenced by a wall on the north and 
"Weft fides. It is very {pacious, and garrifoned by 
| Shree hundred Moorifh horfe, with an equal number of 
‘Yaative infantry. The commerce carried on here is 
| ery confiderable; and there are feveral linen and cot- 
i on manufa@ories. Each perfon expofing goods for 
Pale mutt pay a duty of ten per cent.on them. The 
i) Moarket-place is of great extent, yet it is fo crowded on. 
i Ynarket-days that it is very difficult to pafs through it. 
it » oa inhabitants are a mixture of natives, Moers, 
VArabs, and Jews; the latter clafs are looked upon in 
The light of flaves to the Arabs, for whom they per 
‘Torm offices of the moft fervile ‘and laborious nature. 
th MAlmott every Arab keeps twenty negro flaves, as do- 
L iettic attendants and labourers in the field. Thefe 
Haves are treated with much more humanity, by thofe 
“//Mahometans, whom we are fo ready to decry, than 
i Phofe in the colonies are by Chriftians. Though feldom 
educed to a ftate of abfolute flavery, yet Chriftians 
Bere are held in contempt and treated with oppreflion. 
a I left this town early on the 3d of May, with the ca- 
(Mavan; proceeding northward, and at a very ilow 
tlmpace, the weather being intenfely hot, and the ca- 
Abels heavily laden. We had an excellent road, yet we 
Wravelled but five German miles to the village of Mu- 
Na, and afterwards about a league acrofs a mountain, 
Mvhen we came to a hamlet calied Saatata, where we 
salted for the night. On the 4th our road lay, over a 
fandy, 
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fandy plain, on which we paffed by three villages 
and {topped for the night ina khan near the Sanohe. 
(gold) mountains. Here we had a fupper of goats.) 
fiefh, which.was very good, and for which we paic 
ten zimpos each. 

On the’ 5th we laboured with much difficulty up tht! 
gold- inownraite, which at this part are bare and rug.| 
ged, offering nothing to the view but rocks and fand) 

I was informed that gold had been formerly dug from! 
the mines in thefe mountains; but that the king of Ba. 
hahara, after his lofing the towits of Feene and Sille, 
had fuffered the works to fall into aeay: For thre’ 
entire days did we purfue our courfe amongtt thet 
mountains, climbing their fteep fides and making ou 

way down their declivities by turns. On the feconc’ 
of thofe days we came to a {pot where we difcovered’ 
an inclofed well, which had been funk for the pur: 
pofe of letting off the waters from the pits.at the mimes) 

On our arrival at it we found two-and- -twenty Arab; 
watering their goats: had we not poffeffed a fuperiority| 
in numbers we fhould undoubtedly have been at’ 
tacked and plundered by them, We here unloadec’ 
our camels, and forming them into a circle, placed’ 
ourfelves with the goods in the midft :. befides this pre: 
caution we were obliged to: ftation fome of our men’ 
as guards at different places, to the diftance of fixty 
paces all round, to prevent any fudden furprize from 
robbers. 

On the ath, about noon, we reached fome huts in 
habited by Arabs belonging to the kingdom of Ny-' 
tokka*. Here we ftaid a day to reft, and procured 
food for the cattle in exchange for fome of our own 
provifions, 

May the gth we entered the Gatta-vahara ae 

ert’ 


* I cannot afcertain. whether this*be the fame kingdom| 
marked in maps by the denomination of Guber, | Itis governed 
by a. king miferably poor, who. fubfifts by the exchange of. 
flaves and “ficins for provifions, with his neighbours. His coun) 
try isa defert wildernefs poffibly ten or twelve’German miles: 
inlength, and not more than four in breadth, 
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it) which is in length fix days journey, insbreadth 
pt quite two. Here we met with the Doratah (poor- 
tke) which obtained its name, in all likelihood, from 


. Wybeing generally totally without water, except in the 
pecin: 


Bey feafon, and the water then not fit for any pur- 
Die. 
) Whilft eating our noon repal in this place, fome of 


amir companions on fearching the fands, where proba- 


Hy no water had been for the laft fix months, found 


)Pveral very large mufcles, thefe we roafted on our fire, 


id feafted on them as a fecond courfe. Refuming our 
pute, we came next to fome caverns in the moun- 
Hin, inhabited by a tribe called BIRD, who live 


} 4 perfe&t harmony with each other, though without 


ows. or government, having neither king nor chief. 


~ Whey are alfo excellent foldiers; and when a war 
' Jeaks out between any of the neighbouring nations, 


Yofe amongft them fit to carry arms enter into the 


Irvice of whoever will afford them the beft pay and 
M@ftenance, and always give proofs of the moft intre- 
Od valour. IPf well rewarded for it they will attend 


/@ravans for days on their journey, and protect them 
, Jom injury, though at. other tines they will them- 
. Ulves fet upon and plunder them both of goods and 


@ttle. From hence we paffed a fandy defert, fix 


f Hys journey in length, where for miles around hcaee MR 


Yy thing is to be feen but an arid waite, or fand-hills 


Bing’ like rocky fteeps. There have been frequent in- 


Nances of whole caravans being buried beneath thefe 
fnds, when a north or we eft wind has raifed and driven 
Bem with overwhelming violence. Yeteven in thefe 
Tgions of defolation huts inhabited by Arabs are to 
W: feen fcattered amongft the fandy heights; they are 
Sretchedly poor, as may be well imagined. We {pent 
he 13th as a day of reft ‘amongft a horde of thefe 
ople, which in the whole might amount to about two 
Bindred perfons. They be ehaved to us with the moft 
Dod-natured and affiduous attention, feeming to 


/ Patch our looks to know what we wifhed to Save: 


Syme of them went to the diftance of three leagues for 
| f 
ee uel 
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fuel to drefs a goat which we had Killed here; and,| 
in fhort, were unremi itting in their kind offices. Asa! 
return, we made up the furn of a hundred zimpos and! 
gave them, leaving them alfo the remains of the goat 
and fome other flefh. j 

On the evening of the 14th we again fet forward, | 
taking with us twenty of thefe men as a guard, or Ed 
ther as {couts, to examine the country round, and kee 
a look-out on every fide of the caravan, left we fhould! 
be attacked unawares.’ Generally at the ‘intervals of) 
each days journey through thefe deferts wells are funk;| 
but it now being the fultry feafon of the year no was 
ter remained in them, nor did we any longer find 
huts in our way: we {till faw roaming parties of Arabs| 
and Moors at a diftance; but, inti Tmidated by our’ 
numbers, and perceiving we were well armed, | 
did not venture to approach us. 

On the 19th we again came to habitations, w bere 
dwelt a horde of Mat hoyadians. This ts a warlike na-} 
tion, athletic in their perfons, and poffefs a tract 1 in’ 
this defert fifty, German miles in length. They turn} 
to the beft account fome fertile fpots which here and/ 
there appear amongft thofe fterile fands, by raifing) 
gourds and millet: they alfo sit be goats, which they ' 
procure by barter from fome of the neighbouring na- | 
tions. They may be efteemed the moft uncorrupted! 
of all the inhabitants of the defert; they will not even! 
hold any-intercourfe. with the Moors, but live at con=} 
{tant variance with them. We had no fooner arrived| 
amongft them than feveral of them ran with alertnels’ 
to affift us in unloading the camels, brought food for} 
them, and Plage ourfelves with mi ilk, water, and) 
whatever elfe they could produce towards our refreflie 
ment. It-was a lucky circumftance for me that I had. 
been amply fupplied with provifions for my journey, | 
as in the defert they are not to be procured; the inha-| 
bitants even here having but a feanty fupply for thems} 
felves ; being often reduced to the neceffity of fub he 
on Gh@holefenie roots, and even fometimes the fo 
barks of trees. 


Early | 1 
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Early in the evening we again fet out, ptoceeding 
»a north-eaft direction; and next morning arrived 
va village, in which were upwards of ‘five hundred 
Hits. ‘This belonged to the Mahoyadians, and was 
He refidence of their chief, to whom we were obliged 
wa pay a toll of ten zimpos each man. Purfuing our 
fiy from hence, in the afternoon we came again to 


i] 


ime huge fand-hills; and, whilft winding amongtt 
lem, were attacked by aband of Caroatians * ; whom, 
bwever, we drove off, without having fuflained any 
image from them. In the evening we ftopped near 
ee brink ofa well; where, having caught three young 
itriches, we regaled on them for our fupper. 

) The night turned out awfully terrific. A florm’ of 
Mander and lightning came on, whilft tempeftuous 
ind raifed the fands in fuch arifts as threatened every 
loment to overwhelm us with deftruction; and here 
/# fhould undoubtedly have found our graves had not 
oie elements foon abated of their fury: but, to our un- 
Meakable joy, the wind vered about to the fouth and 
Icame lefs violent, in a much fhorter time, as fome 
“@my companions informed me, than they had known 
fon former occafions. On preparing to fet out in the 
Merning, we found the wind, which ftill continued 
Wher boifterous, blew dire&tly from that point to 
Mich we were directing our courfe; it was therefore 
/@itermined we fhould take a circuitous route, which 
e did; and came in the evening to the river Zooko, 
hich was now nearly dried up. We ttopped for the 
ight in a village on its banks, called Vogha, where 
i> alfo paffed the whole of the next day and the fol- 
@ving night, as an interval of reft. The diftri@ in 
1 which 


* Thefe people poffefs a fmall tra& of Jand on the north-wet 
lS of the defert, not exceeding twenty, or at moft four-and- 
enty fquare roods in extent. Iam not certain whether they 
ty not be part of the fame nation, who are marked in the 
ps in ‘the very fame diftri@ where they dwell, under the 
Phe of Zuenzigans. My fellow-travellers belonging to the 
lavan called them Caroatians, aad defcribed them as an inde- 
a tribe, living even without a ruler or chief, 
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which this village is fituated is about two days jour-| 
ney in length and one in breadth; and inhabited bya 
nation few in number, called Tahlates. They prac.’ 
tife agriculture, and live free and contented amongft| 
themfelves, avoiding all intercourfe both with Moor 
and Arabs. They are copper-coloured, have rough’ 
heads, are fhort and thick, and go entirely naked, 
They are kind and hofpitable to an uncommon de-| 
gree, as they refigned their huts to us, and flept 
themfelves in the open air. The traét of land which 
they poffefs is rather fertile, as it is enriched in the 
rainy feafon by the overflowing of the river, which I 
have already mentioned as running through it. 

On the 23d we left the village and paffed the river,} 
which here forms a fort of curve. We had found: 
fome mu{cles and tortoifes, which proved.a great re. 
gale; and we had this day fine travelling weather, 
the fun rather obfcured by clouds, and the air of courle’ 
cooler. On the 24th, as we afcended a mountain, we 
encountered a troop of Moors, who, however, did not 
attempt to attack us; they only, as is ufual with many, 
of the wandering hordes here, afked as for a prefent, 
which we let them-have. In the evening we camete) 
an Arab horde, with whom we took up our lodging fo 
the night. 

From the 25th to the 30th we again travelled ove 
a fandy defert, through which, however, were feat 
tered fome craggy cliffs.’ We had come to two wells 
both of which were dry, and were now reduced t 
the moft deplorable fituation for want of water; fut 
fering, for three fucceflive days, beneath a burning 
fun all the tortures of the moft intolerable thirf. Wi 
were in hopes we fhould have come to another turning 
of the river which we had lately croffed, -but in thi 
too we were difappointed. Exhaufted and parched by) 
thirft, we, on the evening of the 1ft of June, arrive! 
at aclufter of huts, fixty-four in number, belongin( 
to the kingdom of Watometh*. ‘The commaneaa | 

thi 


* According to the account given me by fetlow-travellers 
this people, at a former period, dwelt inBarbary, as fubjects to |) 
king | 
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Bthe catavan afked fome of the inhabitants whom he 
Bfaw on our arrival, whether the caravan might reft in 
Biatety here, or if he could obtain any food for the 
Bcattle belonging to it, ah hearing this the chief ad- 
i Ivanced, and demanded whether he was to have a pre 


Lict 


Hient. He was told, that bo i he‘and his people fhould 
ibe fatisfied for their trot ible, as we did not, by any 
Fmeans, intend to be a burthen to them. He then or- 
Bdered fome of thofe prefent to affift in unload ing the 
jbeatts, and to bring food and water for sae : he was 
Hinitantly obeyed, and every thing was ex cuted with 
“the moft exact ‘reoula rity : the Hott va aable bales of 
Bmerchandife were put into huts, w fae the ey would 
tbe in need fecurity ; and very commodious ones 
Hadjoining them were affigned tous. After having feen 
pour cattle takceh care of, we next thought of. fatisf ying 
ze cails of our own appetites, and above all to 
#quench our thirft; for this we were obliged to be con- 
Brent with fome bad water, and for food to have re- 
Hcourfe to the ftores we had brought with'us; all except 
Jour commander, who alorie was fupplied as milk 
jand meal by the inhabitants. Next day twenty of our 
Nheft markfmen went out to cater for us, and brought 
Bback fome oftriches anda wolf which they had fhot : 
Thefe we had dreffed, and feafted on them. 
i We {pent this day, which we had allotted for one of 
Heft, in a very pleafant manner, and in the mof pers: 
Bea friendfhip with our hots. At noon we ra nged 
Durfelves i ina line in front of the huts, that the ch hief 
might take account of our number, in order to his pay~ 
nent. Our captain then took out the bag in which 
yur erie was kept, and gave the chie f ten zimpo for 
ach of us, to’ be diftributed amoneft i 5 people, and 
lhree more for himfelf exclufively. ° When this diftri- 
bution 


~ 


vhich he had unjuftly i impofed on Tripoli, he afterwards cru- 
ly sabattapley and haraffed them; caufing them even to be 
Bnailacred by foreign troops which he had taken into his pay. 
Bie at length fled frem his tyranny, and found an afylur in 


a th: 


fre Kingdom of Valometh; where they formed a free ftate 


a 


i 

a 

i 
a called Athgohmedi, But they refufing to pay a tribtite 


sutfon was made, the ipshabitants were fo highly dee 
hehted that they kindled a fire, round which the 
danced with joy. Our commander now laid bimfelf 
? 


down to take a little repofe; but he firft flationed four 
is me 


ee 


fence atthe very firft ontet, in cafe we were attacked ¢ 
nothing, however, occurred to moleft us. 


On the 3d, as foon as day appeared, we moved on= 


rt 


wards; buat the morning proved unlaypurable, and we 
had not proceeded many hundred paces when it began 
to rain, whilft the wind.arofe, and blew. with tem- 
peftuous violence. We halted for half an hour, but 
perceiving no appearance of the ftorm abating, we 
turned back to the village, at which the inhabitants 
teftified the moft un ifeioned. pleafure. We continned 
here till the cth; when the wind having fubfided, 
though fome rain fill fell, we again purfued our route, 
which lay over a chain of mountains firetching to- 
wards the weft. “We foon afterwards came to. an ant 
a the river Sampi, acrofs which we were obliged to 
im at the imminent peril of our lives ; ip much had, 
hee fwoln by the rains... We paffed the night be- 
allt the fhelter of fome trees; and in the morning 
again parce on our way, travelling over a fandy 
wafte with here and there fome rifing grounds, till we 
reached the boundary of. the kingdom ot. "Tomohata 
(Targa). Here we received. inftruétions from our 
leader to Keep conftantly on our guard, as we weré 
now come amoneft a fierce and favage nation. We 


Be 


had not gone above a league further when a troop of 


Moors rufhed toward sus, rudely demanding a prefent.= 


Our commander anfw en that he was willing to give 
the accuftomed toli; but that it muft be at a villa 1ge, 
and to. the chief there. Exafperated at this refufal, 
they inftantly fired, and killed two of our men with the 
camel th ey were tie g, and, feemed preparing to ad- 
vance ftill clofer.. Wernow. fired in’ our turns, by 
which fome of them felb;: but fl the reft kept theit 
ground, ‘Three times we répeated the general dif- 
charge 


1 to watch the hagoao's _requetting that. we. 
would. all ‘be in readinefs to rife in our common de- 
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‘the country round this. village: extreme 
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charge of our fire-arms, and brought down many of 
their “numbers, yet they neither fubmitted nor Hed; 
and we were confulsifig what further fleps we fliould 
purfue, when a band of Arabs; part of a horde, who 
dwelt beyond a hill at no great: diftance fi 


& 
running acrofs the plain towards us; at fi 


the Wioors immediately took to flight. Thefe affail- 
ants differed’ very’: much in appearance from their bre- 
thren whom I had feen in any of the kingdoms through 


which I had patted, being entirely clothed in ra 
.We now buried the bodies of our f 
{and ; and cutting ‘| 


t " x 
cam | ; hicl ° 
we ftowed:ity as well the bales it had carried, on the 
backs of the other peatte, and proceeded to the vil- 


lage from whence our Arab deliverers had juft come. 
Thefe people told:us, that it was'not wit th the intention 
of affifting us that they had come out; but on hearing 

a firing, they concluded that a caravan: belonging to 


‘as 4 ae ; 
their own) nations which was at this time expe ected 


with falt, had) been attacked, and they haitene d to its 
refcue. Here we roafted tlie ae of the { flaughtered 
camel, which. we thared withour hots, who on the 
parts fupplied us with fome milk ised meal, 


What. could fcarcely have been expeéted} we found 


t. 
ory 


ducing dates and plums in great pr ofufion; atthe fame 
time ahmed in beth quadrup peds and fowl: and 
were any degree of ind uftry and activity ufed amongit 
the inhabitants it might be ftill more productive, I 
faw here many of the flacy, or faley (a fpecies o ) 
fome.of them of a. pri odigious fize. On maki 
guiries concerning the nature of govewn ment amor oneft 
this nation, I lear “ned that they hada nee who refided 
inia village about a da ays journey from this, having a 
tract of territory on which many ottiee villages were 
fituated under his dominion, The inhabitan tte of that 
where we now.were, are not under his immediate ju- 
rifdi@ion, but pay him an annual tribute, and are go- 
verned by their own anes i nee a curiofity to tee 
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He was a very old man, and feemed poffefled of ay) | 
great deal of benevolence. On hearing we had been! 
attacked by the Moors, he. collected the horde, ‘and ¢ 
fent out a detachment. to meet and protect ‘the caravan © 
which was expeéted with falt. Our dire@ road from } 
hence would have been to the north-eatk;- but perceiy- / 
ing a huge mountain of fand before us in that direction, 

h we fufpected might be the haunt of robbers, we 
ecided on going by the north-weft as our -fafet 


} 
GC 
courie. 


whic 


’ vat line, traverf- 

ing the beautiful plain in which the village we had juft. 

left ftands, and feon reached a part of it where were *~ 
about three hundred huts feattered here and there on 
ither hand: at thefe, however, we did. not {top, but 
continued our journey till towards evening, when we 
arrived amoneft another Arab hordes Here we refied 
but a few hours, for. the 
bright, 


way. 


moon fhining remarkably 
we took advantage of its light to purfue our 
A number of lions followed us, and from time 
to time feemed as if meditating an attack upon us ; 


3; we 
efcaped this danger, however, and they left us as foon 
as the fun arofe. About noon, on the 9th, our léader 
pointed aut to me a mountain at fome diftance, faying, 
“* There is the frontier mountain of thy country, 
which thou wilt enter to-morrow.’ T'bis at firft fur- 
prized me; but I foon recollected my having given 
myfelf. out as a gun-maker from Bik dulgerid. I was 
now much. perplexed as to the manner 1 thould con. 
n we were actually arrived in that | 
y- 4n appearance, I might very well have pats- 
n African, as my hair had acquired a% cifpnefs 
of curl, my beard was long, and the fun, with the dirt 
peripiration, had embrowned my complection ; in 
fhort, I could fcarcely have been taken for a Chriitian, 
tion which would have been very inimical to 
my faiety in travelling through thefe countries: but 


then my deficiency imthe language was an unfortunate 
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itance, as by that means my Companions muft 
aetect me as an impoftor immediately on our coming 
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ledulgerid. ‘To avoid this, therefore, I formed 
the ref hs et of quitting the caravan as foon as I 
could under fome feafible pretext ; and performi: 
reit of my journey alone, untefs I could fall in with 
fome other caravan by the way. In the mean time I 
nade enquiries of the different camel-drivers of our 
company, as to the manners and difpofitions of the 


‘furrounding nations; but-in this point I could come at 


no certainty ; fome reprefenting them as friend! ly and 
humane ;) whilft others on the contrat ry defcribed them 
as ferocious plunderers. 

We halted for the night ina wood, where we were 


he 


vifited by Arabs and “fome ‘of the Zuenzigans, who 


ss ii cChilg 5 bal 
dwell towards the wef: they ‘fold ‘us milk and melons 
on very reafonable terms; behaving. with mach good- 


HRP 
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nature and cordialify towards ‘us: The account r fe- 
ceived from my fellow- fiaviellebstvenstive e to thefe Auten 
zigans, was, that they were a poor, but-a hofpita 

and well-difpofed people ; that they had no fixed lace 


of tefidence, but-in general kept in this weftern dif- 


triét. I addreffed mytelf to one of the men of this 


nation, to know whether I fhould be well received if I 


‘went amongft them for'the purpofe of repairing their 
‘arms. He made ‘me no anfwer, and I found did not 


underftand what I faid to him; for he pointed to the 
‘commander of our caravan, intimating that 1fhould 
explain myfelf through him. During the night I agair 
altered my plan, and on the 1th proceeded onwards 
ih my companions. After a further progrefs of fix 
hours, we reached the frontier mountains, confifti ng of 
a double range extending in a femi-circular direétion 
from north-eait to weft in fhape of a fickle, and form- 
ing a barrier to that part of the country. 
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De efcri ‘atron of the numer ois diffe vent inhabitants of the defate 


of Sahara. —T he caravan arrivesat the frovties r village 
4 rested wm J Ly33: 70 P ark's é waggerak ted. pr aisles of of the tn- 
abi ants of th 2 h yiders nticed.——Some  accosht of the 
inhabjtants of ihe country of Biledulgerid, its commences 
ome The MMiffulmans, 5, their cuftoms, manners, nattonal tha- 
vacler 7 aad religion. Tihs tara rive fuccefively at 
the village of Nayhakoth, the hamlet Hatynay, and the 
little town of Euyfach, where the author is attacked with 
a fever, and obliged to be left behind by the caravan.—- 
Fe lodges as a patient in thenext village with a Few, 
who undertakes pelt completes his curem=The author thea 
continues his route on horfelack, with a party of Moors, 
through the territery of the prince Akumba Mahomet, to 
Tercorari in (This i not mentieed in the maps) —- 
At Tergor. writ ty the Moors fell. the author to a flave- deal ler, 
neti oblig es.him to work fer himas @ joer; and after- 
201 rth, on the 20th of February, 2790, conveys Fims 
with four young female Hantes, 10 Omoxab, where he fells 
him to a Muy: E baan. — Particulars of tbe fou TNE Sy and 
defcription of the little town of Omoxab—Fourney to 
Mezxabath, and defeription of that town.—Lhe axihor 
is bartered to a native of this place, who keeps hitm four 
months, and then difpofes of him toa trader of Ikerecce, 
with whofe caravan he procectls to. Morocco. 


HAVING thus paffed over the defart of Sahara, and 


PEE new arrived at its confines, it may not be 
amifs befere I take Jeave of it, to fay fom vething of 


ee characters, cuftoms, and manners of its various 
inhabitants. The defart of Sahara, then, is the refi- 
dence of a number of diftinét nations, differing effen- 
tialy from each other in language, ufages, ane modes 
of life. The Salsa al of thefe are, 3. The Moors, 
who are {cattered here and there over it; from Suez, 
Fez, and Morocco, as far as the river Niger; and 
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who poffefs befides, a tract of country extending be- 

yond the defart, on the fouth fide from Biledulgerid. 

Thofe of this nation who dwell beyond the Niger, are 

not held in any eftimation by the Moorifh inhabitants 

of the defart, from which they have either been ex- 
r 


€ people have a chief 


pelled, or have deferted. The 

belonging to each horde, elected by themfelves,. ; 
rally from amongft their oldeft men: in fome parts- 
thefe rulers are ftiled emirs. They are conftantly 
roaming about in troops, armed with mufkets and fa- 
bres; not deeming it any crime to attack and plunder 
travellers. Murder, however, is amongft them pu- 
nifhed with death, whether perpetrated on natives or 
ftrangers. 2..The Arabs, who are alfo very numerous, 
and live at conftant enmity with the Moors. Thefe 
people are too well known to render any particular 
account of them here neceflary; 3. The Mogranians, a 
firohg, but a kind and well-difpofed people, who practife 
both commerce andagriculture, and haye amongil them 
artizans in different branches. 4. The Trafarts, a weak 


~e 


and fimple nation, who traffic with the Europeans 5 
1 
} 


79 


thefe latter treat them with much confideration, as they 
find it eafy to over-reach, and to live on peaceable 
terms with them. 5. The Braknards, who polfefs a 
tolerable degree of ftrength, and likewife carry ona 
eommerce with the French, Englifh, and Spaniards; 
to whom they convey great numbers of flaves, either 
ftolen or purchafed by them from other nations: and 
6. The Jews, who live difperfed all over the countrys 
and are either engaged in trafic, or perform the offices 
bf aves for the other inhabitants. In addition to thote 
Thave enumerated, there are about twenty inferior na- 
tions of little or no importance. 

The diftrias in the neighbourhood of the Niger, 
where many of the leffer tribes inhabit, is fertile ; that 
Lever [ike the Nile, enriching the adjacent grounds by 
‘és annual inundations: but to the north the foil is 
miférably barren, being chietly deep fands, with only 
at diftant intervals, like iflands furrounded by thofe 
fands, fome fmall fpots which produce trees and her- 
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ch the Arabs improve by cultivation and 
1ations a3 the setae rt prize liberty, which, 
renot alwavs able to preferve from a 


want of Gadhia amoneft them felves; in confequence, 
: of them are governed by kings with defpotic 
ain 


t ne Arabs alone, refit any attempt to deprive 


n of th hei r iSaapttt which they will defend y vith th 1eir 
blood and lives.’ ey have emirs, it is tr ue, as rulerss 
ero rRees 


but the fe't hey ele& neater yas froi namonett their eld erss 
nor thay Ais dh undertake any th} 


ng of] importance without 
the whole tribe, to be obtai ned thi rough 


t! thelr ens er elders. The Moors are an indolent race, 
4 whernra2 1 ; 

and neither practife hu fbandry nor breed salts (ubGftin 

1 a ml Oy 
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by rapine ; or if that refource fail, enter into the rvice 


€ of the neighbouring powers. As to relies ion, 
that of the Arabs is mahomet: ani{m; but it cannot bie 
fo eafily prone unced what are the creeds and profef- 
fions of the Moors and other ; nations ; their tenets and 
ceremonies bee a mixture of the mahometan, jewifh, 
and pagan modes of we irfhip ; each individual is fuper- 


a 
Bp hi Tat hid 
1titio1 


is and credulous in the extreme ; and they are 
ever the Pay °! priefts equally ignorant and defien- 
ing: they are, at the fame tne, unfixed and w avering 
ert « 


n their religious opinions, dopting and layi 
‘aC 


lay’ ing them 
down with like facility. Cj ifcumeifion is almoft uni- 


; ey performed at th 1€ full of 
the moon. F aoe is their fabbath ; but markets being 
held in moft of the towns on that day , they adopt the 


I 
jJewith cuftom of b beginning it on. Friday evening. 
si 1 


Lhofe who value their chara@ers for {a ingtity? never 
handle money, drive bar gains, or tranfa& any kind of 

ufinefs on a Saturday. “The priefts are poor, not be- 
ng allowed by their laws to poffefs property, either in 
erds or lands: they depend upon t! ieir congregations 
ior fubfiftence: but thig is fo poorly fupplied, that they 

are obliged to travel abut like the medicants i in Roman 
Cath olic countries, begging Nee alms or tea chin ng chil- 
dren fora livelihood: they alfo profefs prophe lying or 
telling of fortunes, an dinterpretir hg prognoftics, “Nether 
the priefis as mafters, nor the pare nts themfelves, are 
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allowed to bah a child; tliis offi 


to the hoary head-or eldeft of eax ( slg ; ‘it bein ga 


generally received axiom amongf 
corrects a chil d, forfeits le - atiee ti 
often the cafe, the ancient dif enfers 0 
feebled by age phe infirmities d 4 
on ietly-in’ their to the ay SSS ol 
children, the perverf fe and evil difpofitions of t 
often acquire fuch a ‘degree of ftrengt : 
vards to be controlled. -Vheit 1s the only exception 
bs this general rule; that, every, perfon is at liberty to 
punith ; yet itis a popular belief amoneft.them, ” that 
this crime does not proceed from any bed propenfity 
tn the child, but from the inftigation of an 
The children of the Moors a1 eo Ly } edi 
the art of writing by the pricits, who: give them copies 
of letters and w os ds, and afterwards fente 1CeS chiefly 
fele&ted- from the koran, pen hele ce oe e 
{carce here, and when to be met with very 
In thofe nations not governed by kinvs, the eldeft 
men of families or of villages pais judgment inal! petiy 
controverfies : in important or criminal cafes the aged 
men of feveral villages are convened, and muft con- 
cur in the decifion.. Even were ki seal f9 bear: rule, 
the hoary headed man 1s looked up to. wi rreverence 5 
and when fent ence of death is paffed by t the king, th 
pleadings for mitigation are attended to ; and, not un 
frequ renily, on their op pion depends the. final doom, 
The nites’ of hetyine lity: are much lefs 


practifed in this great de fart than amoneft m 
neighbouring n S 


rOW1t, 


s} 
ations. Ifa -traveller 
muit pay for his pecerkuunlaiass: the. 
dered firanger alone receives fhelter 
without a reward being demanded. 
laves to have two detache 
the oldeft j 
the community ; the 1¢ tra 
for his horfe or other beaft of burthen 
Each inhabitant alfo delivers in to the judge af 


o 


times, certain quantities of meal , milk, flefh, mille 
Q§ 
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other neceflary articles, as a ftock from which to fupply 
the wants of the traveller. The owners of the firit 
hut to which a ftranger applies for hofpitality, gives 
him milk , or if that is —— a drink: of water, and 
then conduéts him to the judge, who muit entertain him 
four-and-twenty hours. Yet, alas! sanaliecs without 
money meet in ge eneral with very harth treatment; and if 
permitted to reft at all in the village, are perhaps driven 
out of it in a few hours, and conduéted to the next, or 
neareit horde by perfons appointed for that purpofes 
‘fe who is obferved to have money, is givem to under 
tan? on his arrival, that a prefent is expeéted by the 
fometimes the whole community affert their 
claims to the fame perquifite ; if he comply with thefe 
demands, it enfures him a good night’s lodging, the 
beft fare that can be procured, and he is difmiffled in 
peace « and. friend hip. One thing is worthy of remark 
in thefe uncivilized regions, that a man runs.no rifque 
in trufting whatever property he may have about him, 
jn the hand of his hoft; it is fecurely kept, and re- 
fored undiminifhed, even though he may not have 
made the poaeinee prefent. 

The men bring home provifions for their families, 
which they either “purchafe, fteal, or procure in what~ 
ever manner they beft can; it is the bufinefs of the 
women to prepare their meals, and, if they have no fe- 
male . ives, to milk the cows, fodder, and drive them 

to pafture. The time for their principal daily meak 
is in the evening, becaufe then all the men of the 
houfhold are at home. °'Thofe who labour in the fields, 
begin at fun-rife, and end when it fets. The men not 
thus employed, go every day that the weather will 
vermit, either to the chafe , or to pillage; orfuch as have 
‘ades, work at them; there are potters, {miths, linen 
and { fill weavers amongft them. Their drefs isa cloak 
eof wretched bad materials ; thefe, according to the 
wealvh and refpeability of the wearer, are made long 
or fhort, and edged witha broad or narrow border ; 
they wear turbans on their heads, and on. their feet 
bindings of leather crd Ged over their mnftens;. the wos 
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nen very often curl thei hair. The two fexes aré 
kept very much apart; men never taking their wives 
to any public meetings, even at the folemnization of 
feftivals or occafiohal amufements of da cat the 
ibe women are never pernutted to appear till alt 
i-fet; young girls being the only females ‘Yathitted 
a thefe fettivities in the day time. Every wheré 
amoneft thete nati ons, the martied women are treated 
as flave es; not being allowed.to eat with their hufbands; 
and only ‘partaking g what they and their children leave, 
With the menial flaves, to whom they muft give a por- 
fioh of what they thus recéive. A man may have as 
many wives as he thinks ft, but a woman unfaithful to 
6ne hufbad is punifhed with death. Divorces are only 
allowed when’ a woinan brings no children, and in that 
eats fhe has the right of taking back with her whatever 
an had contribute ‘d towards the > furnifhing. of the hut ; 
{ fhe may marry another Yeas The fons inherit 
the ie tdper ty ‘of their father: the dat/ehters that of their 
mother. If a man a ave no fons at his death, his ivheri- 
tance goes to bis next male relation ;. te the next female 
on the woman’s 5 fide, in cafe of failure of daughters. 
If both parents dij ie leaving an infant family, theys 
with the inheritance, are placed under the care of the 
next of kin; if they have no relations, the truff, de- 
l, 


volves oni the judge of the place. 
Goats and theep form the priadipal part of t! heir 
wealih; of thefe fome proprietors pokes two, fome éven 


three hundred. Ex ception feffivals, none on thefe aré 


éver kil es for ufe; ason circumcifior 1 days, marfiages, 
or the ebration of a@ victory. When any of thefe 


animals ue a Watural death, thefé p ee do not fc syuple 
to eattheir flefh. After the habvett’3 ) t 
produce ts depofited’in sag de nes w hich ar 

under cround ; where it 
leaves, and ove? that’ with 
thefe are for pu lic ule, and 
tendatice of the judge, who’ 
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perfons and.children excepted. . What. remains over 
the year is fold, and the money tage in due propor 
ton to each of the props nietors. A lying-in woman 
muit confine herfelf four entire weeks to a detached 
hut, every family having one for that purpofe ; during 
+this time fie muft neither appear abroad nor receive 
vifits; a female friend or flave attending on her there. 
When that period is ex pired, fhe is conduéted | by her 
friends into a bath, si a "feat is then given in her 
honour. They moft commonly inter their dead on 
the tops of hills, and many ceremonies are ufed upon 
thefe occafions. The prieft of the village, with the 
relations of the Seca nied walking before the body, and 
the relt of the inhabitants foll llowing in proceffion. As 
foon as the cor mate is committed to- the earth, all pre- 
Jent raife a very iB: id howl, to fright away evil fpirits, 
that the repofe of the ceceaie may not be difturbed 
by them. Before the earth has been thrown into the 
grave over the. boc dy, a fire is kindled by the relations, 
when the prieft, with divers ceremonials, gives round to 
each.a piece ofa certain reot,which they fling intothe fire, 
and when confumed gather the athes, and ftrew then 
over the face of the deceafed, Kept uncovered for the 
purpofe ; and the whole is concluded by filling up, 
and raifing a mound of earth over the grave. Thefe 
ceremonials are a little varied a amongtt | {ome nations ; 
but the principal parts are pretty m ucht the-fame in all. 
In fome of the towns are public eating houfes, 
where perfons may dine for ten zimpo each: ‘The firtt 
vho comes lays down his money before he receives his 
fore and is then ferved. with a certain quantity of the 
victuals in’a difh, and a{poon with which toeatit. The 
r making his depofit in like nianner, has. 
e fame food given hays in the fame dith, and 
to be eaten with the fame {poon; and. fo.on in fuce 
Ceilion, as long as the viands laft; neither dith nor fpoon 
being ever cleanfed during the whole of the time. 
When we had croffed that ran ge of mountains which 
: mentioned in my laft chapter, we perceived two 
ethers; one ftretching from the north-eaft towards the 
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fouth; the other from north to weft. Our progrefs 
rwas obftrudéted by many difficulties, and our. road 
§miferably bad; at fome times being obliged to clamber 
pup tteep and rugged rocks, or to defcend them with 
| equal toil and peril ;. at others to make a circuit that 
iwe might avoid fome frightful chafm.. On the 13th 
§ we patied through a valley in moft places under wa- 
jter, through which we often waded up to our knees. 
|On the higher grounds there.was fine grafs, on 
B which we at times allowed our cattle to feed; and in 
}fome parts. there were palm-trees. At noon that fame 
i day we reached the. firft frontier town, which is called 
| Mathhy.; it.contains a hundred huts, and about twenty 
Bwretched looking houfes; the. former inhabited by 
| Arabs, the latter by Moors, Here is the actual termi- 
Bnation of the-defart of Sahara; and now we came in 
view of vait forefts, the haunts of innumerable wild 
Bbeafts, and {warming with ferpents. The borderers 
Bhere differ very little in.cuftoms and manners from the 
Moors and Arabs of the defart: but they.feem to be 
totally void of any ideas of religion. Some travellers 
i beftow exaggerated praifes on thefe people, defcribing 
ithem as mild and humane; Mr. Mungo Park in parti- 
icular, mentions them in terms of very undeferved pa- 
® negyric, 
». The natives of Biledulgerid who refide on the bor- 
§ ders are freeand independent; whilft thofe further into 
f the country . are in fact flaves to defpotic rulers,. whom 
Pthey muft ferve with life and limb. T'hefe latter area 
B weak and ftupid race of beings, who yield themfelves 
Hup victims to the will of their chiefs, with no other 
Breward than the barren praife of bearing their indi- 
| gence, their.mifery and oppreffion, with meekne(s and 
irefignation. Some geographers in their accounts men- 
Hon this asa: fertile region, but I can affirm the direct 
scontrary to bethe cafe. © To the eaft and fouth, nothing 
Bineets the eye but defart waftes, and: enormous chains 
fteeps, whilft to the well, it is prefented with 
> tirefome unvarying fcene of fandy moun- 
tains and fterile plains in alternate fuccefiion. It is 
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only at diftant intervals that {pots are to be found exht 
biting anv appearance of fertility, or where the patient 
culture of the inhabitants can pr oduce any effect. In 
the forefts which Bound the northern view, indeed, aré 
fome date eit tama? ‘in d; and walt ee ; but a part 
hef properly to Tripoli, and the produce 
rd Bata very poor fuppl ly of fruits 
to the inha Silants. Wild animals are abandantl y nue 
merous, but uy a very few places are any tame ones 
be feen. 
In the moft fruitful diftriéts, as foon as the harveft is. 
over, thofe produ€ts which had remained from the fores 


H fo 
of the, reft can 2 ffFo 


soing year are fold or bartered; and the following jis | 
rode ufed to bring purehafers. “Fhe overplus. | 


fiock is carried to the top of a mountain, where a fire 
Being kindled, a long pole is ftuck in the ground; om 
the upper end of which a piece of cloth is fufpended, 
in the fame manner as a flag-ftaff. Or feeing this, the 
inhabitants of thofe villages where fruits are fcarcey 
come to the fale of whieh they have received notice; 
and procure by purchafé'or barter, a fupply of thofe 
fruits which their own fotl does tot afford them; the 
chiefs who take care to be prefent, or toemploy perfons 
for that purpofe,. i mpole a tax both on what is fold by 
their own people, and on thofe articles which are given 


in exchange, Both parties being’ fatished with their | 


Bareains, the buf nefs js at an end. Furs, hides, oftrich: 

fei thers, and camels hair aré brought’ fron all the coun 

try round to the great towns, and there expofed to fale: 
] 4 5 : 


Temporary tents‘and booths are here, as in Europe, | 
ereGtéed' in the market-places.. In the former are fold | 
fruits, dye-fuffs, corn, &c. in the latter furs are hung | 
on poles oftrich feathers, ivory, and other articles: aré | 


alfo'laid out my them. 


The population’ of the Muffulmans, as all the native™ 


Inhabitants of the country are called, isnot numerouss. 
it would feenvindeéd) as if the fterility of thofe regions 
extehded' even‘ to the human races fearce any families 
éver having more than two children. . In’ time’ of war, 
the mates able to‘bear arnts: are dutted to take’ the’ 
field 
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fid, thé Moors and Arabs excepted, who only fur 
th a ftipulated sr tage of troops each: the former 
Gjoy this exemption, becaufe even in times of peace 
> majority of ee are generally under arms, and 
hive in defending the country agai: nft plundering bane 
i; the latter, ‘becaufe they are as neceflarily em- 
nyed in providing fupplies for the troops en caged i in 


lion, by cultivating the ground < and rearin 1g cattle. 
The mahometan is the eftablifhed religion of the 
é tolerated 


untry; yet even pagan ifm and idolatry ar 

fit. Indeed there feems to be no great ftri Gtnefs, at 
if no bigotted attachment to their own religious opi- 
mons amone ft them; every one may think a re believe 
Bhe pl leafes, provided he does not profefs himfelf a 
briftian. Nor, from this fame clean etek are 
FY at all anxious to make profelytes. Their priefts 
joy unreftrained liberty and ditinguithed privileges. 

Hany of them commit crimes of ever fo heinous 2 nas 
fre, neither the ruler nor the elders have the power to 
Hnith them: the caufe mutt be determined by his 
Bethren the other priefts. ‘[heir maintenance 1s pro- 
Red for by thofe. congregations who have chofen 
tem for their fpiritual ‘guides : it is cuftomary for 
fenty or thirty families. to join in the fupport of a 
fieft anda mofque. Their duties confift-in attending 
fe mofque every day, at fun- rife and fun-fet; to fay 
Jayers; and read:a portion of the koran to their audi 
iry : it is likewife their bufinefs to infruét the chil- 

fen, which they do twice a day in the open air; in- 

ihag precepts “from the koran, teaching them the art 
| writing, and giving lefions as to the common ems 
joy ments of life. They have a vacation during the 
fonths of June and July, no leffons being then given. 
ghey have generally two, three, or perhaps four wives 
Wch, who meet with peculiar refpeé&t and’ honour. 
the priefts are likewife the practitioners in phyfi or 
het! they never adminifter medicine during the atin ce 
Ba diforder: it is their belief, and they proclaim it tc 
1 fo, thavit would be flying’ in the face of Gidi ane 
Bs: prophet to.attempt to’ avert what they have infirtte: 
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when convalefcence has bégun§i| 


as a punifhment: 


ie al 1 F ry o i 
take plac 9 toey. then fay,: that Ged and bts propnhe | 
have removed 


F / 


tae punifhment from the fick perfon | 
nda they ma y now afliit. in reltoring Mrength to th | 
enfeebled bo dy. They profels alfo to hiave the gift} 
divination as to marriage contraéts: when a 


youn) | 
man wifhes to-enter into the wedded ftate, he confults | 


prieft, who, after practifiny a great deal of mun imery | 
declares either that God spss the great prophet are, o| 
bis are not, pleated with the projected alliance. Cir! 
imcifion is practifed here with all the mahometat! 
cere monials; and the eldeft perfon of the fami Ly mul} 
always be prefent at it.. Children are taken fron | 
-hool ger nerally about their tenth or twel mE year, it} 
order to be prepared by their parents for that futur | 
line of life for which they are deilined; the fons bein 
f 


oe 


— 


taken under the direétion of the father, the daughter 
under that he the mother, for this purpofe. But if: 
young man have decided on affumi: ing the prieftl y of | 
fice, he is {till continued unheE et the: Sedu ie | 


j . 
ther Tani for nea maintenance. 
The men divide their time between the chafe anc | 
fome induftrious occupation : they practife-a variety | 
of handicrafts in clay, weal: ftone, and iron ; weave | 
linens, filk » ftuffs, &c.. ‘There are itinerant merchant | 


f 
amongit the foreign’ Moors, as wellas the Jews.. The} 
women ieee tend the do meftic concerns, and the! 


bufinefs of biden having female flaves under | 
them: the care of feeding and looking after the cattle | 
is the province Re the men-fla ves, for .moft fami} 
lies keep. a number of flaves, who here go into vo-} 
luntary ferv HOEY becaufe they are always. treated| 
with humanity. There is no part of their perfonal| 
property that the men priz e fo. much as they do then} 
guns and fabres; conftantly going armed: with them, 1} 
they ftir but fifty or a hundred paces from home; each| 
inhabitant being allowed to carry thefe weapons even | 
about the fireets; except the Jews, who are prohibited] 
ufing them at all. Their rulers or chiefs are not als] 


thorized to decide arbitrarily in weighty caufes; they 
TOU | 
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gnuft hold confultation with the elders of the trik 
illace, and may then either execute or mitigate 
bunithment which has been decreed, but they cannot 
midd to it. Theft i 5 punifhed with oreat feverity v when 
hbfolutely detected, but when only avipatiedyi is never 
poken of; nor can the houfe of the perfon fupy pofed 
#0 be guilty of it be. fearched, unlefs it bea Jew on 
whom the fufpicion fates in that Gait the 

lefra iuded may make a fearch, affifted by the 

Bind a ny thing be found in the. Jew’s Teffio 
hat has been ftolen.,from him or any other of.the 
Natives, the Gar aaue nt is i thrown on his back, 
Bind lafhed on the belly till he expire. 

) They. are-in ed cles in. their. perfons, and 
Prefs with neatneis, The women colour thei eir lips and 
tye-brows with a kind- of rouge, drefs. their hair in 
inglets, and powder, it with a red dufl: — do not, 
nowever, take this pains every day, but always on 
Fridays, their weekly (obhaihs Their dead, if it is 
Mofiible to be done, are always buried-on.the fummits 
of mountains, with their faces turned towards the eaft 


5 
Tind generally a kind of round ice monument. is 
reéte “d over the grave, on which 
feceafed, at particular feafons, red flowers, anc 
F ope 


ofit eanies and Ped inferibing, at fuch times, 
the occurrences whic! ele lately. taken. pl I 
B-ountry or their own eke 
B.A: id now to wetaine the narrative of. 4s y travels : 
he difficulties and perplexities with 
een hitherto attended might now io ip [ 
ering towards a. concluf ion, but there. wa $3 

riety of thefe in ftore forme.” The 14th we alle oxteck 
* a day of reft, and on the 15th again proceeded, 
€aving the chain of mount tains rather to the ¢ ine . To- 
wards noon wearrived at the firl lage, inbal rite d PY 


Muffalnians, “atl 
gached witht 4 about haltal 


A 


and inviting us t 
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hey appeared quite dejeAted ; (tl attending and walk| 
ng befide us.” “On ‘entering’ ‘the villaze, oftrich- flett 
and millet-cakes were ‘diftributed athongtt us, fol 

hi eader patd eight zimpo a head far us; whiel) 
fo fully fatisfed' then, ‘that ee toll Us, if we woul 


w¥ leita 


1 decid ed” on gding as far as Haty. 
d, travelling over a mountain of fand,| 
which, from the late ati was Become hard like i¢e,| 
and wis at the ame -time covered wilicté king! 
of grealy moifture, which made the footing very uns) 
faf Cy a“ we were often in danger of fliding down all 
the rifk of our lives. It was fun-fet when we reached | 
our dé ‘Rinatt ion for the night, where we took up our| 
kk dging at a caravanfera. “The town of Flatynai cons} 
fifts of about four hundred houfes and huts; it is fitus| 
ated ina fertile diftri@, rather more than a league from | 
the river Koémtani, 

From the 16th tothe ead we had inceffant rain aad 
wind, in the inidft of which we Werte obliged to croft} 
a huge mountain: during the whdle of this time we} 
met with no occurrence of. ay importance, Nor faw} 
#ny other objeéts than a few Wretched vill laves. There} 
wete here and there fome palm-trees, even on thofe! 
ragged fteeps and barren fats. We Were’ now dbl gee 
fo look about us with much caution, as, at different! . 
times, there paffed great numbers of lions, tigers, | 
volves, baboons, and almoft every kind of fave age ani | 
mal, on their way to the laft-mentioned river, to| 
drink. On the afternoon of the rgth we came to the | 
forry town of Euyfach, where we found no one necef-| 
fary accommodation, ‘and? Were obliged to pafs the} 
night in a moft uncomfortable lodging. The inhabi- | 
tants of this place are a mixture of Arabs, Moors, na- | 
tives, and Jews: the houfes and huts are of great exe 
tent, but are wretclredly il built on the declivity of a] 
fteep hill which ftretches from fouth to north. | 

Here acain was | unfortunately attacked with a fees | 
ver, brows hit on by the heavy rains of the three laft | 

days, which had kept-me cota ntly wet to the i | j 
‘ eI 
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} had now attained to fucha height, that I found my- 
Hf totally unable to ftand, and fell down when: I, .at~ 
Pmpted to walk. In this ftate, my companions of the 
laravan réfufed to take me with them, left my diforder 
‘Phould be contagious; and, after their departure, my 
lot of the caravanfera, from fimilar apprehenfions, 
iting his houfe: by repeated fuppli- 

1s, however, I obtained a few days delay; but 
Wh the 23d, perceiving no fymptoms of my recovery, 
é actually turned me out of his doors. J now went 
> feveral other houfes entreating for admiffion, but no 
here could I excite a fpark of pity. J was there- 
MMsre-conftrained to leave the town, and crawled to- 
Wards, Omothy, the next village, fituaced about a 
‘Pague further to the weftward. On my way thither I 
‘Was again caught ina violent rain, which drenched me 
ntirely through, and reduced me to fuch a flate of 
beaknefs that I- could no longer .move forwards. 
Whilft I ftood bent over my. fiaff,to reft myfeli a little, 
bme Jews, who had come out of the village on their 
lay to the town, came.up to me, and perceiving the 
veak (tate 1 was in, afked if I was fick. ‘ Yes,” Dan- 
Byered; “ yet nobody will have the charity to. give me 
Upon this; a.young ‘man amongit them 
@Mhifpered a few words to an elder one, who again ad 
refing me, enquired whether, I had any money. 
© Not much,” returned I; ‘ for J am a working man, 
md have not for fome time earned any thing.’ He 
hen gave mea ftick he carried, faying, “Go on to 
Bie village: the fixth houfe on the left hand is mines 
hew this ftick there, and fay that its owner has pro- 
Bnifed thee lodging.” .I took the token, crept onas 
Mell as 1 could, and at length fafely reached the village. 
B proceeded to the houle 1 ha di 1 to; where 
M@pecting a boy | thewed him the! ick, and afked. hima 
(@hether the perfon te whom it belonged was maiter 
i that houfe. ‘“ Yes,” lie replied; °° that ftickris my 
Rther’s.” -Whilft this was pafling two Moors came 
Bp, and demanded who I was, and of whom I was in 
arch. Itold them I wasa working man, who, hav- 
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ing fallen ill of a fever'at a town about a league hene| 
“had been turned ‘out of my lodging, and refufed a} 
miittance to any other; that therefore, being ei | 


to come in fearch of fhelter, I had on my way hithi 
met the owner of that ftick, who on learning wh 


had befalien me, and that I wanted a lodging, had d} 
yy 7 } f te - 
rected me to his own houfe here, «* What is thy trade?! 


they ; “‘ and what are the materials neceffai | 
for it??? ** | ama joiner and carpenter,” replied | 
“And what is your-difeafe ?” tefurmed they. I now gay| 
them an account of my illnefs, and» how I had catig!| 
it. They didnot thoroughly comprehend my meat 
g» not knowing any thing of the nature of even 
and afked me whether I might not die of it. « No, | 
I anfwered; “ it only enfeebles the body.”  ** Well, | 
{aid one of them, “we will come and ‘fee thee again | 
and if thou art well enough recovered will procu|| 
thee employment, and take care of ‘thee:” they the | 
went on their way. 

The boy now condu€ed me to a hovel detache | 
from the houfe; and, bringing me a bundle of rufhi| 


be obtained, that I verily believed my exiftence wa} 
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mg to take compaffion on me, lying like the mot 
atemptible brute, in the moft miferable of hovels, ex= 
fed to continual currents of air, and thence hopelefs 
arecovery. Once each evening only 1. obtained 
fitof my hoft, who came regularly at that time to re- 
ve his f{tipulated payment of ‘the ten zimpo; and 
uld then bring me fome water, with a little meal. On 
p of thefe occafions I expreffed my amazement, that _ 
7 man could fuffer a fellow-creature to lie in fuch a 

lation, and that I fhould be refufed admittance into 
Fhoufe: but I foon found, that Jew as he was, he 
ftimbibed the -fuperftition and falfe notions of relj. 
pn of the country; for he told me that God had-vi- 
d me with this ficknefs as a chaftifement, and that - 
ong as he continued angry at me no one fhould. 
Be to receive me, left he fhould render himfelf Jia- 

Fto a fhare of my punifhment.. At another time, 
fen I found I had lefs of fever upon me than ufual, 
ttempted to go out, but was defired by my hoft to 
W within, for that if any of his neighbours fhould 
over that he had given fhelter to a fick ftranger, I 


Would be thrown into prifon, anda heavy fine be in)- 
ped upon him. This I believed at. that time, but I 


is foon undeceived; for,two or three days ¢ 


after, one 
ithe female flaves belonging to the houfe came to 
fa) o 


mt me, and through her I found/out that her‘mafter 
poled me to be a Frenchman who wifhed to be con 
"Bled, and concluded that I ha 


f 


priate to himfelf, 
recovered, | 
A ihould attempt to go away without making hima 
Wfiderable prefent, he would propagate {ome falfe 
Mnonrs which would be a means ot my being de- 
ped; and that he would then, if poilible, find fome 
Bans of felling me to fome.merchant asa {flave. 


"Br having privately buried me: thatif I 


° 


pill the 6th.of July it rained aloft without inter- 
Whion, fo that-during that time | contented myitelf 
FA remaining quietly in my hut; but the fun now 
fin fhining forth, I determined, at any rifk, to enjoy 
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its beams inthe frefh aire My hoft endeavoured to dn 
timidate me. from doing fo by various expoftulations 
but finding Ident a deaf ear to thefe, he wanted mea 
leaft e leave.my papers an d cloak behind, left, as h 
faid; the Moors. fhould deprive me of them. To thi 
too ty refufed to confent, as I clearly perceived, thati 
this pretended care for me he was only actuated by co 
vetoufnefs: T told: him, he-was not:te look upon 1 
his ilave; that owed hiny nothing; and‘that it was at m 
own option to remove-to another lodging if I chofe nt 
Finding me. thus refolute, he made no more efforts {| 
detain me, butient his fon along with me, in oe | 
told. me, that he might know where Tf Pouls take uj 
my abode. . The female flave, frond whom I had fe! 
ceived the mtimation I have Bs vost had fpreac| 
abroad the report that : wasa Chriftian: which in 
dyced many Moors to a me with attention, bu} 
without feeming to. have any defien of molefting me, 
On the, 7th the.two Mot Ors, who had accofted mea} 
my firftentrance into the villége, came to fee me. The} 
enquired < after my- healthy upon which I de Sanh ed‘ thi 
ffs rings I had undergone, and pointed out to thej 
notice the ay ell AY ovel which had-been affigned me | 
They then advifed-me to leave the GoM and to go tk 
Tegaranin, where I fhould find much bett ter means 0} 
recovery, and fhould alfo, when-I was able, eet witl 
employ me nt in my way of bufinefs : they added, thal 
ld take: me-with. themfelves, as they intendec| 
ese A a. few days. I retarned them manj| 
their kindnefs, but reprefented the impofli 
performin g the jo urney, as Iwas utterly | 
alk even the length of two or three hun, | 
ed.p: y faid that ‘fhould be no obje ection | 
for they. would procure.me a horfe; and charged mitJ 
tobe ready, without fail, for my departure on the day | 
after the next. J 
‘The moment they were gone the Jew came running | 
to.me, and:dem: aude to know what thofe men hac! 
been faying, and: whether I knew them. ‘1 know} 
-rfec tly well,” faid IT; “and: fhal very foon fet} 
ou 


Int 


: " with them from hence; for.in this:wretched. hovel 
ran never recover my health,” This truck him, and 
i now, affumed a more friendly afpe&t 5 advifing me 
‘®t to travel with thofe Moors, whofe, intention was, 
MMthout doubt, to fellme. He added, thatshe would 
| ike me himfelf to a brother he had, about two.days 
urney off, where I fhould meer. w ith work and find 
Bod accommodations. ‘* Whocan fell me,” cried 1; 
Tam postin a Chriftian nor a negro: Lam a. fre 
Ban who can work in any part “of the country 
hoofe.””? The Jew gazed at me with aftoniihment, 
nd enquired, “Where is thy nativehome?” .**D 
rhence,” Lreplied; ‘‘and my king will take ample 
! Rogeance on thofe who avempt to fell me for a flave.” 
M@™*now again exprefled my indignation for the vile 
iMeatment I had re ceived ; but he feemed to feel no 
Smpuncion for it, and | foon left me. 
FE did not. fiir out the next. day,»on which the Jew 
Mid me he would give me fome medicine; accord- 
BY, in the evening he did in reality. bring me 
lM>wder, which, however, as. foon as he was gone, 
r Geared under my rufhes, not, venturing to fwal- 
w it, fo much did J diftruft him. Qn the morning 
MF the oth, four armed Moors rode up to the door of 
M@iy hovel, baving a Mat horfe along with them, and 
i aquired if Iwas yet ftirring. The Jew anfwered, that L 
Mould not be difurbed. at, fo early an hour, as he had 
is fg night before adminiftered a medicine to me. Not 
Dk isfied with this account, two of the Moors leaped 
Wom their horfes and entered the yard where my hovel 
‘. ood, followed by the Jew, who attempted to prevent 
nein ; but they drew their fabres and pani menaced 
im, upon which he.retreated, ‘Tchey then came-to 
ay hut door, and cai lled to me, to follow,them, which 
Fimmediately did; but I foon found my. palage ! bar 
ed by the Jew, who, feizing, hold of me, demanded 
! Phat ‘{ meantto.do. ‘.To go away,’ J REPLIES rn 8 
jave paid thee. thy ftipulated “due regularly every dav; 
Iouble and my phyfic are not yet paid for,” return ed 
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and therefore thou haft no right to go.” Sayin | 
iss he grafped me by the arm, determined forcibly | 
detain me; the Moors renewed their menaceés, but thi 
had ‘no effet, and the-better to fecure ‘me, he caugh 
hold of me’ by the hair. The Moors now becam 
highly incenfed, and once more drawing their fabre| 
firuck them repeatedly with the flat parts: during 
this {cuffle I got loofe, and haftening out of the houfe, 
mounted the horfe prepared for me and trode off, being) 
foon ‘afterwards followed by the Moors, | 
Our road lay for feme time through a gloomy foreft | 
nor did we fee any but a few fcattered huts, till we ar.) 
rived at’a very handfome village,‘ where we halted for: 
the night. It was, as well as the laft, inhabited by a 
mingled affemblage of Arabs, Moors, Jews and Muf.| 
ulmans. ~As foon as I entetéd the inn or caravanfera, 
threw myfelf down upon the ground, nearly exhanft 
ed with fatigue. My companions converted for fome | 
tithe with ‘the landlord, who was’ an Arab; he foon 
after brought me a difh of young date fprouts dreffed, 
and whilft f was eating them, afked me fome queftions 
2s to the nature of my diforder, and whether | expected | 
to be ever reftored to health. I anfwered that J fhould 
very quickly recover, could I but mect with a comfort- 
able lodging, where I could enjoy fome repofe. He 
on this looked attentively at me for fome time, and then | 
left me. TI had every reafon to Believe from. circums 
ftances which ftruck my obfervation, ‘that the Moore | 
had entered into a negociation to fell me here, but that | 
the landlord had made objections on the feore of my | 
illnefs, which had broken it off.. A female flave now | 
brought me fome palm-leaves, on which T laid myfelf | 
down and flept in. profound tranquillity, banithing 
" every anxious care on the fabjec& of my future deftiny, | 
In the morning I found T had got a violent return of | 
my fever, and tormented with thirft, I arofe and ran 
into the court-yard to procure fome watet to quench 
it: here the firft thing T perceived was a pan of four 
milk; this | inftantly feized, and in my eayernefs for 
the cooling liquid, almoft emptied the vefel at one 
draught. 
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‘® draught. I then returned to my couch, and foon 
‘® found the fever very much abated; indeed, for that 
® time, it-entirely left me, and I afcribed my recovery 
“® folely to the efiicacy of the four milk, felicitating my- 
 felf on being thus eafily relieved from an illnefs which 
| had caufed me fo much mifery. 
') And here let me obferve, that every town and vil- 
® lage I had hitherto come through fince pafling the bor- 
“§ ders were republican, not being fubject or tributary to 
any prince ; but in the progrefs of our jourvey on the 
“rath we came to feveral villages, all under the domi« 
‘® nion of prince Akumba Mahomed *, wretchedly ill- 
'® built, and their inhabitants apparently living in the ut- 
'® moft poverty. In the intermediate fpaces between thefe 
" villages too, we found feveral Arab hordes, who exhi- 
“® bited every mark of being equally poor. Sterile and 
“} uninviting as this country is, fcarcely any thing meet- 
"Bing the view but immenfe fandy tras, rifing often 
\} into barren mountains, and with only here and there a 
“® few date-trees {cattered over them; yet is it fo popu- 
'® loufly inhabited, that fometimes twenty or thirty vil- 
| lages may be feen in the courfe of a day’s journey. We 
)paiied this night amongit a horde of Arabs confifting 
‘} of upwards of a thoufand fouls, the moft nunierous, 
“as I was: informed, in all thofe regions. Their emir 
"@ refides in his own palace, at about half a day’s journey 
i to the north of this place. 
| On the 12th we paffed over one part of a chain of 
Mountains faid to extend twelve days journey in length; 
crowned with vaft forefts, unfafe to traverfe from be- 
jing the haunts of innumerable multitudes of tigers, 
lions, and wolves, with immenfe herds of elephants, 
which 
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* I do not find this country in any of the maps in my poflef- 
@@ fion. It is four days journey in length from eaft to weft, and 
)@ one in breadth from north to fouth. The prince who’ rules 
"® over it holds a diftinguifhed pre-eminence over the other princes 
"of the States of Barbary, by a proficiency in various branches of 

ufeful knowledge: 
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which are perpetually feen roaming about here. My ' 


fellow-travellers told me, that though they were na- 
tives of, and had fpent moft of their lives in thofe 
parts, they had never heard of any perfon having tra- 
verfed this woody range in its extent from fouth-eatt to 


north-weft, fo much dread prevailed of the fierce and - 


{avage animals with which they were infefted ; and had 
it ever been attempted, moft certainly the perfons thus 


adventurous muft have fallen victims to their.temerity. | 


Even in pafling over the {mall ridge adjacent to this 
ereat chain, the Moors, my conduétors, were in conftant 
alarm, every moment apprehending fome furious at- 
tack ; we faw nothing more annoying, however, than 
fome hundreds of hedge-hogs with other fmall ani- 
mals. 

In our further progrefs we arrived at a great lake 
which receives its waters from the mountains, and at 
its fouthern extremity difcharges them into a river, 
which, the Moors informed me, is called Scrobago 
{mountain river). Leaving the lake on one fide, we 
travelled onwards, and came, juft as it was growing 
dark, to ‘Yinefalb. Here my fellow-travellers had 


fixed to difpofe of me by fale or barter, not having any _ 


intention of taking me on to Tegorarin, which was 
ituill two days journey diftant. We lodged at the pub- 
lic inn, where the entertainment was tolerably good. 


Three of my companions foon went out, with the de-. 


fign, as I afterwards found, of endeavouring to fell 
me; the fourth ftaid with me, and converfed on the 
fubject of the further profecution of our journey, in 
order, I fuppofe, to lull me into fecurity. Within 


about an hour his three comrades returned, look-| 


ing vaftly pleafed. «‘ Thou wilt remain here, and 
to-morrow thou wilt get work,’ faid one of them to 


me. ‘* Not asa flave though,” anfwered I.  * No, 


no,” rejoined he; and the converfation dropped. 
As foon as] arofe the following morning, two of my 
companions took me with them te one of the inhabi- 


tants of the village. This man afked me from what: 


country I came, and what was the trade in which I 
worked ; 
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worked; I anfwered that I wasa fubject of the king 
of Haoufla, in whofe dominions I was born; and that 
I travelled through the country as a joiner and gun- 
maker. After looking at me fome time, he again ad- 


drefled me, enquiring if my health was quite reftored, 


and whether my father was a Moor. I anfwered both 
thefe queftions in the affirmative. ‘ Very well,” {aid 
he; “ then thou mayft ftay with me, and thou fhale 
have work.” Some meal and milk. were now brought 
me, and my late companions, after having received 
two goats and two fheep, left us. When I had finifh. 
ed my breakfaft, my new hoft, now my mafter, who 
was himfelf a carpenter, as well as a flave-dealer, de- 
fired me to choofe out fome fit timber, and to. make 
fomething as a fpecimen of my abilities. I accord- 
ingly went to the work fhop, and feleéted fuch pieces 
as would anfwer my purpofe; the tools I found here 
were a large broad hatchet, two great chiffels, two 
borers, fome knives fuch as our fhoemakers ufe, and a 
faw. With thefe I made a fmall cupboard with four 
fhelves, and finifhed it in a manner which-raifed me 
very highly in my matfter’s good graces, who, I, now 
found, was but a very clumfy performer as a carpen- 
ter. Some guns were next brought me, which I re- 
paired, to the entire fatisfaction of their owners. 

During this time I was amply fupplied with good 
eating and drinking; bat I. got no money for my 
work: that my matter pocketed himfelf, yet at the 
fame time, never-gave me any intimation of my being 
his flave. I now made fome finall coaches as toys for 
children, little carriages, fuch as would hold a fingle 
child, childrens chairs, {tools, and feveral other things 
of that kind. Thefe my mafter took care to be weil 
paid for, though to my great mortification never 
fharing the profits. with me. I have feen him receive 
two fat fheep for fo trifling an article as a child’s 
coach. 

On the 13th of February, 1790, my mafter brought 


home four young female flaves, and ‘on the 2oth fet 
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out with them for Omozab *. He took me with hin 
on this journey merely for a guard, as he told me, 
without letting me know he had no istention I fhould 
return with him again. He made me carry his gun 
walking behind, whilft he: himfelf rode’ on _ before. 
When we had proceeded about a league on our journey, 
the youngeft and prettieft of the flaves looked at me 
often with a countenance of diftrefs and anguifh ; but 
I did not at the time underftand her: when we had got 
about half a league further, however, totally unable 
to hold out any longer, fhe fat down and fhewed her 
feet, which were terribly galled by walking over the © 
heavy fands, for we had found no other footing the 
whole of the way. I now called out to my matter, 
telling him, that unlefs he would ride at a flower pace, 
this girl muft die by the way ; and that for my own part, 
I fliould proceed at my leifure. This fo irritated him, 
that he turned back, and coming up to me, threatened 
me, that if I either attempted to lag behind, or keep at 
a diftance from him, he would fhoot me dead on the 
{pot. <“ Thou fhalt be fhot dead thyfelf if thou pro- 
vokeft me,” faid I, putting on a menacing afpect. 
This had the wifhed effect, and made him alter’ his 
tone: he alighted from his horfe, and placing the dif- 
abled flave on the faddle, he himfelf joined me, walk- 
ing’on befide me with the moft deliberate patience: he 
even fhared a piece of tortoife-flefh with me; and, in 

fhort, we were now on the moft amicable terms. 
Towards noon we {topped ina village, where he or- 
dered us an. abundant fupply of food and milk. We 
proceeded from hence, and juft as it was growing 
dark, we arrived at the river Onivoh. This we were 
obliged to crofs, which we did on a kind of raft cone 
ftructed of eight ftrong planks faftened together, fome- 
thing fimilar to what is called a flying bridge, being 
drawn from: one bank of the river to that oppofite by 
means of a rope. We were now in hopes our mafter 
i would 


® A {mall town in the kingdom of Mezzab, at the diftance 
of a day’s journey from Mezzabath, a town fituated on the river 


Onivyoh, 
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would ftop, that we, might take fome repofe; but we 
were difappointed in this “expectation, being obliged to 
travel on till midnight, when we arrived at Cartoh, a 
very pandtoge villa age, being fenced in by a wall on 
one fide. We lodged f for the remainder of the night at 
the houte ae for the accommodation of caravans, 
Here the younge(t of the female flaves, whom i before 
mentioned, a girl of about twelve or fourteen years 
old, was bartered for three fleep. 

As it rained the following morning, we waited for 
fair weather till noon, when we fet out, and paffed 
through feverai villages. Early on the next day we 
came to SPlyapate, where we again croifed the Onivobs 
and towards evening, on reaching Omozab, were ob- 
liged to pafs that river a third time. Ofnoz: ab is a 
finall but neat town, confifting of about three hundred 
houfes, and ina detached fituation to the north of the 
town, ftand between thirty and forty huts, inhabited 
by Arabsand Jews. Here, to my utter amazement, L 
faw myfelf bartered, away,for three fheep and a horfe, 
and became the property of a Muffulman merchant. 
How did I now execrate my old mafter, but ftill more 
the traiterous Moors, on thus finding myfelf in a ftate 
of actual flavery: but my rage or murmuring would 
not now anfwer any purpofe “towards meliorating my 
fate; and patient {ubmiffion.to it was now my “only 
alternative. Happily for me, however, I found my 
new matter a humane and a worthy man, who, though 
himfelf a Mahometan, could efteem and refpect even 
thofe who were of a different periuafion ; ua never 
failed to reward fuch {flaves or dependents as . faithfully 
executed the tru(fts he repoled in them. On the very 
firft day I entered his iervice, he addrefled me thus. . 

Thou art a Chriftian I know; ye with me it fhall: 
not fare the worfe with thee for that. I have pur- 
chafed thee dear too, it is true; but that I fhall not re- 
gret, if thou wilt.be honeft and diligent: nay, if after 
fome time I find thee worthy of it, i will provide for 
thee in fuch a manner as at prefent thou canft not ima- 
gine’? The benevolence difplayed.in-his countenance 
R 3 whilf.- 
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whilft he uttered this, the mild tone of his voice, but 
above all the humanity of his behaviour towards his 
other flaves, prepoffefied me fo entirely in his favour, 
that J determined to ufe every exertion. in my power 
to merit his kindnefs and conciliate his affe@tion. A 
fmall hut was now afligned me, appropriated to my 
own exclufive ufe; and I could at length fleep in per- 
fet tranquillity, fecure of being under the protection, 
and guidance of a man of real integrity. 

On the following day the good merchant afked me 
whether I poffefied all the imjlements neceflary for the 
epairing of arms. I fliewed him the few I had, faying 
bad been robbed of the reft. Upon this he took me 
immediately to a perfon who dealt in articles of this 
ort, and defired me to furnifh myfelf with whatever I 
fhould want.. That day he would not allow me to be- 
gin my work; but on the next, I got all his beft arms, 
which I foon put in complete good order. Perceiving 
I wasa good workman, and that I fhould be the means 
of adding confiderably to his profits, he became ftill 
more kind to me; ordering that my conftant fare fhould 
be the fame of what he himfelf ufed; or, if he had a 
particular rare or favoury difh at his own table, he 
would prefent me with a portion of it. 

{ had now lived with this generous man a year and 
three months, when he had occafion to take a journey 
to Mezzabath, on fome mercantile tranfactions in 
which he was engaged there. He propofed taking me 
with him, both asa guard on his journey, and an affift- 
ant in bis bufinefs. We fet out on the 3d of May, 
1791, and after traverfing a foreft and fome valleys, ar- 
rived in the evening fafe at Mezzabath. This isa 
handfome large town feated on the river Onivoh, con- 
fitting of a thoufand houfes, fome very good, others 
equally bad. ‘They are built fo as to form three prin- 
cipal ftreets, interfected by feveral crofs ones. ‘The 
great ftreets are fixty feet wide, raifed high next the 
houfes, and funk in the middle; they are thus laid out, 
that when the river overflows, the waters may have a 
free courfe through them. The caftle or fortrefs ftands 


OR 


8 ety het 


poten. 


TIxTerior oF AFRIca. “367 


on the fouth fide, and is furrounded by a wall and a 
ditch; the former here making a part of the town wall. 
Here, as in every other part of the country, the inha- 
_ bitants are a promifcuous mixture of various nations. 
The trade carried on here is of very confiderable exe 
_ tent; as caravans from numerous different parts have 
. chofen it as the common centre of traffic, partly be- 
‘eaute they get their different articles of commerce eafily 
_ ‘difpofed of, and replaced here, and partly on account 
of the fertility of the furrounding diftrict, which enables 
them to feed their beafts of burthen wellandata cheaprate. 
We found the town on our arrival quite filled with 
men and beafts belonging to caravans, many of which 
had brought in their merchandize, and the markets had 
b commenced. There were in particular numbers of 
} merchants from Morocco, with whom my matter had 
ereat dealings; bartering for the commodities they had 
to difpofe of, ivory, oftrich-feathers, and furs. 1 wasa 
bufy actor in the fcene, conveying the goods which my 
‘matter purchafed to places of fecurity, and delivering 
fuch articles as he could not take back with himfelf, to 
thofe caravans which were to pais through our place of 
refidence. 
On the firft day my mafter was entirely engaged in 
' mercantile tranfaétions; and I could eafily difcover that 
"his dealings muft be of a very lucrative nature. He 
paid away feveral fums of money to a great amount, 
and the tiger-fack *, which I carried every where after 
| him, became at length very light. Several of the mer- 
chants eyed me with peculiar attention, and feemed to 
approve highly of the diligence and activity with which: 
} acquitted myfelf. One of them, who was on terms’ 
of the moft intimate friendfhip with my mafter, deter- 
mined to put my zeal and fidelity to the trial, but by 
doing fo, he involved me in infinite anxiety and dif- 
trefs. Whilft I had gone out one evening to look after 
our horfes and get them fed, he, with the landlord as his 
con- 
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* This bag is made of a whole tiger’s fkin, and is generally® 
faftened on the horfes backs like our portmanteaus. 
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confederate, conveyed away the fack which contained 
the remains of our money, and hidit ina corner. On 
my return I enquired of the landlord in whofe charge I 
had partly left it, what was become of the fack. He 
anfwered with much leemning unconcern, that he had 
other bufinefs to mind than to ftand watching for any 


one. Seized with confternation and difmay, I flew in’ 


fearch of it, eng 
they had feen. it. 
gueftion to this 
niet » inttead of 
the head, and {fai 
flaves chaftize 1 


and the more fo, 
therefore {prune 


flaves to feize on 


clofe cuftody. 

fubmit to this, 
approached, and 
feized it, calling out to them at their peril to touch me, 
as I fhould certainly blow out the brains of. the firtt 


tho did. Intimi 


all the confufi 


ring of every perfon I met whether 

Amon, git the reft 1 put the fame 
friend of my matter, whom I at lait 
anfwering me, he gave mea ftroke on 
id he had a good mind to make his 
e for my prefumption. This, in addi- 


tion ke my original diftrefs, irritated me beyond meafure, 


as 1 faw the by-ftanders laughing. ri 


forward, and gave him a wiolent box 


Really prov ‘oked at this, he ordered his 


and bind me,.and to keep me in 
But not by any means difp oled to 
I knocked down the firft ‘that 
flying to -my mafter’s mufquet, I 


dated by this, they kept alcof, at the 


eee time threatening and reviling me. Fortunately 
for me, my matter at that moment returned, and per- 
ceiving ne armed and in fuch an attitude, demandes 
what was the matter; then, without waiting for an an- 
f{wer, he fnatched the gun from me, and feemed ready 
to knock me on the head with it, when his friend inter- 
pofing, held his arm, and told ‘him. that he had only 
laid a plot to try me, and was in facet himfelf the cau fe 


on, adding, ** Thou haft a faithful 


and a fpirited flave ; let me have him, and 1 will give 


thee three fat goats in exchange. A conver fation now 


snfued on the “fabject, many encomiums were beftow- 


38 * was drank. 


i i ps upon me, in the mean time‘a large portion of fung- 


Having em tied feveral- mugs of 
| 
this 


* A fort of liquor prepared by boiling the tender branches of 


a particular fpecies of palm-tree with a kind of blackberry, 


which 


« 
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this liquor, the fumes began to mount, and the nego-? 
ciation for purchafing me wa’ renewed. 
firft abfolutely refufed to yield me up, but-was atlengthy ’ 
| prevailed upon to name his terms, which he fixed-at four 
) fat goats; after fome more of the» liquor shad ‘been 
quaffed, however, the original offer of three was agreed 
My new  miafter feemed quite - 
happy with his acquifition; and when the effects of the 
liquor had fubfided, my former one would have ftarted ” 
objections, which were not admitted, and:I was def- 
tined to take up my refidence at Mezzabath with my | 
purchafer, whofe name was Zalaman Mahomed. 

From this man I was apprehenfive I ‘fhould have 
met with very harfh treatment, but.in this I was happily 
miftaken: he appointed me overfeer to fourteen other 
flaves whom: he kept, and I was upon’a much fuperior 
footing to them in the article of food: I was but four 
months in’ the poffeffion of this worthy man: at the 
end of that time he difpofed of me to a merchant, who 
was returning with a caravan from Mecca on his way ° 


My mafter at” 


which grows on the fame'tree. The juice thus extracted, is ‘in 
tafte fomething fireilar to our German luftbiere; that. particu- 
luily which I have drank*at:Hirfchberg. 
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Departure for Morocco-—T he caravan attacked by a band 
of wandering Arabs, between the Cozul mountains and the 
river Tegtat. —Four flaves and three camels are killed, 
but the affailants are vanquifhed and put to flight. ate 
caravan refi for two days at Lahtam 1 a Jmall town of 
Lripoli.—The Yunahy, or rainy mountains.— Arrival at 
Azafsa. —Défeription of the‘kingdom of Morotco.— Ac- 
count of the people, their capone MANNE S, religion and 

zh for on of government.——-Of the emperor ; defcription of rhe 
vn of Azafia.—The author “well treated by his mafters 

‘oh 10 makes a diftincticn between him and his other flaves.— 
4 private agent of the French republic, in the year 17,6, 
redeems hi in from flav ry, on the representation of the cap- 


tain of a Dutch fhip—He embarks with the latter for 
flolland, 


N the 6th of September my new mafter and I fet 
out with the caravan for Morocco. Our com- 
pany confifted of merchants belonging to various na- 
tions, travelling on bufinefs of commerce: perfons of 
different ranks returning from a pilgrimage to Mecea ; 
and feveral flaves. We travelled very flowly as the 
roads were bad, and the beaits of burthen heavily 
pele Our number was diminifhed every day, by 
paflengers turning off at thofe parts of the road which 
lay neareft to their refpective homes. We paffed over 
fome mountains, Micre the path was fo narrow as. 
only to admit one perfon at a time; and we wereobli- 
gea to be continually on our guard, left we fhould be 
furprifed by the wandering Arabs, as the caravan was 
uncommonly rich in valuable articles of merchandize, 
which would have been a defireable prize to thofe 
piunderers. What we fo much feared’ was realized on 
the 13th of September, the feventh day after that on 
which we had fet eut, by our being attacked by a 
troup af armed Arabs on that part of the road which 


lies 
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lies between the Cozul mountains and the river Tegtat. 
At their firft onfet they killed four of our flaves and’ 
three camels; and though they in their turns loft feve-- 
ral of their numibers, they obftinately held out, ftill ad- 
vancing upon us. We ftood.firm, however, and in 
the end had the good fortune® to drive them off, but: 
not before two of our merchants and five flaves were 
wounded, befides the four that had been killed. The 
goods all remained fafe, and the lading of the flain 
camels was difiributed amongft the others. 

My duties had now become very haraffing, for of 
the three flaves belunging to my mafter, befides my- 
felf, who had fet out with us, “one had ran away, and 
two had been killed in the engagement; confequently 
the care of two camels and two horfes fell entirely 
upon me. We ftopped for two daysat the little town 
of Zahtamy*, for the double purpofe of properly ar- 
ranging the packages on the different beafts of burthen, 
and that fome care might be taken of the feven perfons 
who had been wounded in the late attack. 

From this period, during the reft of our journey, I 
was prevented paying that attention to, or making thofe 
obfervations which 1 wifhedto do on the towns, villages, 
or diftriéts through which we paffed; my time being fo 
completely occupied, having now the bufinels to_per- 
form which’ had formerly been divided by three 
flaves. The whole of the day I had two camels to 
lead, whilft I managed my own horfe ; in the evening 
I was obliged to take off and difpofe of the ladings in 
their proper places, to feed the four beafts,and befides all 
thisI had every third night to keep watch. A further 
impediment to my acquiring a knowledge of the coun- 
try, was the want of a competent knowledge of the 
language; for if I wifhned to make. any enquiries, 
I found 1 could not make inyfelf underftood or obtain 


> 6 an, 


* A town belonging to Tripoli; a bufy chearful looking place; 
owing to the frequency of caravans ftopping there on their 
journies to and from Mecca and Egypt. Some: of *thefe even 
remainhere during what they call their winter, if they happea 
to arrive at the commencement of that feafon. 
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an anfwer, there being but. four of the merchants of 
our train with whom I could hold any kind of conyerfa- 
tion. From my own obfervations, however, I could dif- 
cover that thofe diftri@s through which we travelled: to 
the weftward, are in many parts fertile, whilft in cthers 
the foil is barren, but it is in general very thickly in- 
habited. Till we came to the Yunahy*, (rain) moun- 
tains, we every day met with villages as well as num- 
bers of huts. fcattered about; particularly in the vici- 
nity of rivers, where there was excelient pafturage 
for cattle. Exclufive of fix days which we had refted 
on the road, we had traveiled eight-and-twenty, befides 
three nights during that time, and it was on the r1ith 
of October when we arrived at Azafia. 

‘The empire of Morocco is one of the mof delightful 
and fertile countries on the face of thé globe, though 
not fo well cultivated as it might be, were the governs 
ment milder, and the inhabitants more enlightened. 
The tyranny of the emperor, and the confequent 


wretchednefs of bis fubjeéts, proving an infuperable ob- 


fiacle to the exertions of induftry ; in the reom of which 
indolence and a degree of apathy, nearly approaching 
to ftupidity, wniverially prevails. That perfon who by 
Jabourions culture endeavours to improve to advantage 
the natural fertility of the foil, is on that account only 
a more diftinguiflied obje& of rapacity, and burthened 
with the more enormous -impofts. Even from the 
moft fuceefsful and abundant harveft, the hufband- 
man has fcarcely leave to retain a fufticiency for the 
fupport of exiftence for himfelf and his family; either 
the emperor himfelf, or his no lefs oppreffive delegates, 
feizing on every thing by. open violence, when they 
find fraud aad artifice not equal to the attainment of 
their ends. 

‘The prefent emperor is reputed to be of a much 
lefs ferocious and cruel character than his predeceffor ; 
yet fcarcely a day pafles in which he does not order for 

; execu- 


* Thefe mountains, fituated tn the centre of Morocco, are 


tien days journey in length from fouth to north, and ene in 
breadib. ; 
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execution, or put to death with his own hand, fome un- 
Hortunate beings; and the fanguinary capiices of this 
barbarian are fubmitted to with unrefifting patie nce; 
find the wretched victims even efteem it a peculiar hap- 
Bpinefs, when they find they are to meet their fate from 
the emperor’s own hand; revering him as the defcend- 
ant of their great prophet, and looking upon his decrees 
bas the difpeniations of heaven. Even in the wildett 
and moft unfrequented regions of Africa, no people fo 
Pgrofsly ignorant or flavithly fimple are to be met with as 
jin this empire. 

As every male from fifteen years of age upwards, 

is obliged to ferve in the army, the emperor can at any 
@time, when he has occafion for it, colleét in a very few 
‘days a body of two hundred thoufand men. On thele, 
phow every not much dependanee can be placed, as ex- 
cept the Moors, they are in generala raw and undif- 
Pciplined rabble. ‘Ihe imperial life-guard confifts of 
us hundred Moorifh cavalry, who, from the unreftrain- 
| 


ed. licence they enjoy, run into eve; ‘y {pecies of brutal 
Nexcefs, and praétile every mode. of rapine and extor- 
Htion. To the governors in all the different towns 
Band provinces the fovereign authority is delegated, 
which they. exercife within their refpc&ive diftri&s 
with the moft abfolute and uncontrollec d fway ; the 
‘emperor concerning himfelf ve ry little with their pro- 
§ ceedi: 19S, provided their. exactions on his fubjects are 
, fufficiently rigorous and produive. Should a fub- 
ject. attempt ‘to conceal any part of his effects, or of 
P the produce of his grounds, ae it has been dermand- 
ged i inthe name of the ensperor or ofa governor, and 
| fuch effedts a he perfifted in de: iying be afterwards 
P difcovered in his po {leftion, his life and the whole of 
his property becomes fi forfeited; and he muft confider 
it as a very fignal mark of favour,if his fentence be mi- 
tigated to the punifhment of being laid in irons for the 

f Bee of his life, and his family. expelled the 2 country. 
_. The priefts, whoare numerous, are but too often active 
| nftruments in thofe fcenes of | horror, infamy and murder 
) daily committed. They commonly carry the karan 
pabout with them, which they nee as if diligently 
intent on ftudying its precepts, exhorting the people 
to 


+= ree ea ey mamannsing 


R74 TRAVELS IN THE 


to do the fame, to follow them with reverence, and! 
not to neglect the duty of prayer. Three times a day § 
are they feen at the mofques, where, like the priefts of] 
Baal, they bawl aloud to God, as if to awake him| 
from a profound fleep; and then invoking the prophet} 
to watch over the l'fe of the emperor his fon, and pro- J 
long his reign, with many fooleries of the fame na-| 
ture. Their real aim is certainly not that of pr .moting J 
the interefts of religion and virtue, but the mere felfifh } 
one of advancing their own temporal power, by gaining j 
an unbounded afcendency overthe minds of men. Ong 
one occafion only, the fervor of their devotion is fins} 
cere, that is, when they implore God and their prophet} 
to punifh, to deftroy, totally to exterminate infidels, j 
A portion of time each ,day, it js true, they devote to. 
what they call the inftruétion of youth; but their le-g 
fons inftead of enlightening are rather calculated to} 
@heck the impulfes of reafon in the youthful mind, and§ 
to inftil into it only a fuperftitious dread of the pro-§ 
phet, and a fervile reverence for, and blind obedience § 
to themfelves, as his fervants. q 
Polygamy is very common amongft all the inhabi-§ 
tants of this country, but with the Moors more parti § 
cularly it is no unfrequent thing for one man to have § 
four, five, or fix wives at a time, nor are they wanting | 
in the means to get rid of them as eafily. No fearch | 
is ever made into the caufe when the wife of a Moor i 
happens to die fuddenly; onthe contrary, fhould any § 
perfon offer to produce proofs of her having been jj 
murdered, he is difmiffed with a reprimand for his offi- j 
cioufnefs. Should a Moor take a fancy to the daugh jj 
ter of a mechanic, fle muft be yielded up to him,| 


unlefs her family choofe to expofe themfelves to the | 
rifque of having their houfes plundered or fome indie jj 
‘vidual belonging to it aflaffinated. 4 

The women are kept very much fecluded, living in| 
detached apartments feparate from the ment Amongft 9 
the fuperior claffes of the inhabitants, as merchants, 
priefts, and officers, perfons poffeffing integrity and 
liberality of mind are occafionally to be met with ; ' 
7 


ra 


InTeRIoR oF AFRICA. $7 


xy far the greater number are defpicably fordid and 
Inprincipled: the priefts and officers in particular, 
pen of this laft defcription, carry their turpitude and 
Pnalignity to the moft atrocious height. ‘The tenth of 
lis property in trade is exacted from each merchant as 
| tribute to the emperor or his reprefentatives, the 
Provernors; befides this too, they muft pay a capitation- 
ax, a war-tax, and a fecurity-tax*. But this is not 
Pill, over and above thefe ufual and permanent impotts, 
Proluntary contributions are from time to time demande 
id for the emperor ; and a certain ftipend muit be 
Waid by every perfon towards the maintenance of the 
Ppriefts. No Jew is allowed to carry on any kind of 
Peommerce, nor to poffefs any fhare of property; but 
Pubject to the harfheft treatment, and compelled to 
Poerform the meaneft offices, this race is looked upon 
Wan the fame light as the common flaves, 
Azafia is a handfome well built town, about one 
fourth as large as the city of Morocco. It at prefent 
Wearries ona very confiderable trade, and which is every 
year encreafing. Not lefs than from eighty to ninety 
Wforeign mercantile veflels, it is computed, annually 
enter the road at this place. 
My mafter kept eight negro flaves and two Moorifh 
Dervants; thefe experienced neither harfhnefs nor feve- 
Pity in his treatment of them, as he never exacted more 
work than each in his departinent could perform with 
Bvery moderate exertions. The employment afligned 
Wo me was to take care of four camels and three horfes; 
Wand thouch may fare was nominally the fame as that of 
ithe other flaves, yet I was in addition every day fup- 
Bolied by my mafter with fomething ofa better kind. 
WHe was very much pleated with my attention to his 
Wintereft, in fome works I voluntarily performed for him. 
[repaired two faddles, with fome other articles of horfe 
Harniture, as wellas the materials I could procure would 


ad. 
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4 
parts are obliged to keep a guard to watch the warehoufes of 


* This is a tax by merchants to the governors, who on their 
“the former during the night. 7 
‘ 
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admit of. The leather generally ufed here. for fucks 
purpofes I was obliged to drefs a-new, which I dic} 
with athes and falt; rubbing it over with the greate | 
extracted from theeps tails to make it more pliant. J) 
next mended and furbifhed all the arms he had in the 
houfe; and, laftly, { made fome new and advantageous I 
arrangements in his domeftic eeconomy. I at firit was q 
not diftinguifhed from the other flaves by my drefs, j 
which confifted of a blue fhirt, iong blue ftriped trow. f 
fers, and a cloak of coarfe cloth: I now laid thefe ii 
afide, as my mafter gaveme fome of his own clothes, } 
which had not been much worn, amongit which was} 
a very good. cloak, oe | 

I generally attended my mafter in his excurfions toll 
other towns; on which occafions he admitted me to |) 
greater intimacy, treating me rather as a friend thana} 
fervant: my fare was the fame he had him(felf, my | 
couch equally comfortable, and placed near his own, |) 
and he entruited me with the management of feveral 
of his mercantile affairs. Whilft thus treated with 9} 
lenity and kindnefs, I have often called to mind the | 


f 
accounts of thofe, who pretending to have lived inal} 
Nn 


| 


fiate of flavery in this country, tell piteous tales of! 
their fufferings, and of the harfhnefs and cruelty they 
yave experienced. So far I will contradi& thefe repre- 
fentations as to fay, what I had frequent opportunities 
of remarking, that faithful and diligent Chrittian flaves 
are here univerfally treated with a high devree of in- 
dulgence. 

I had refided nearly a year in this town, when my |} 
mafter one day took me with him on board a Spanith i 
veffel juft arrived in the harbeur, in order that I might } 
take charge of the goods he fhould purchafe, and af-}} 
fit his other flaves in conveying them home. I had | 


| 


{carcely appeared on the deck when a number of offi- } 
a f 


cers and failors thronged around me, aiking me a great i 
many queftions; but finding I was a ftranger to their } 
language, they called forward one of the crew who | 
{poke both Englifh and Dutch, and made ufe of him |! 
as an Interpr Through him I was afked by the 


officers, | 
4 
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pficers, whether I was a Chriftian; by what means I 
ig had fallen into flavery; how long | had been here ; 
7 ind if I did not wiflr to be reflored to liberty. I gave 
i Plirect anfwers to the three firft quettions; ‘but to the 
Jatt replied, that I had every reafon to be contented 
w@vith my prefent fituation, being treated by my matter 
| hind his family rather like a friend than a flave. My 
Brood matter, who happened to be ftanding juft by the 
mf aptain and at no great diftance from me, feemed. fen 
WWibly-touched by this teftimony of my affection for him: 
ind the officers and jailors findi ing I was not rea ady to 
Hrafp at my offered freedom, now fummoned the Aap 
thaplain, who coming up to me, advanced many ar- 
uments to pe erfuade me that I-ought to accept the ge- 
@crous interference of the Spaniards in my favour 5 
peprefenti ng, among {t: other things, that I could not 
Boy the free exercife of my religion here. ‘To-this I 
nade no kind of anfwer, but drew towards n py matter. 
@Again I was affailed.with exhortations, and a rofary 
Bvas offered me by the prieft; this { rejected: upon 
@vhich I was branded with theappellation of heretic, and 
)@ronounced unworthy their good intentions towards 
moe. My matter, highly oratified by my condua, af- 
)@ured me he fhould make it his care to reward me am- 
oe oly the firft opportunity that offered: Had the veffel 
Ween Englifh, French, Dutch, Danifh, or Swedith, 
Yybich chins held out a profpect of liberty to me, I 
Should not have hefitated in accepting it; but I 
hrunk from the idea of owing my deliverance to the 
@Pepaniards or Portugueze, well knowing the extreme 
bad treatment ranfomed flaves meet with amongft 
them ; and more particularly fuch as are Protef- 
wants. 
| At noon the following day my matter told his two 
MMoorith fervants, that for the future the ey fhould not 
“ook upon me as a’ flave, but as upon a level with 
‘f phemfelves, and mutt therefore fhare with me what- 
ever prefents they fhould at any time receive. Much 
Dffended at this, thefe men ufed every means they 
ould devife to annoy me, throwing impediments in 


my 
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my way in whatever I was employed, and, in fort, | 
{iriving to injure me as much as they could; but, 
happy in the approbation and kindnefs ‘of my matter, | 
I did not aliow their malicious tricks to give me any fl 
ditturbance. One day, however, I was ftruck fo violent: 
a blow on the face by one of them, that the blood 
gefhed from my mouth and nofe; even this infult 7} 


determined to bear with patience, apprehenfive of I 
drawing on myfelf the hatred of the other Moorsin i 
the place; but in a few minutes after it had happened i 
my matter entered the room, and feeing the condition Ii 
I wasn, demanded the caufe. I now took the oppor= 
tunity of telling him all I had been obliged to foffer i 
for fome time paft, as well as of the blow I had jukt | 
received. Enraged at this account he feized hold of 
the offender, and beat him fo violently that at length he 
was quite exhaufted with the exertion, after which he h 
turned him out of doors. | 

In the fpace of a year and four months I had amafled i 
the fum of feventy dollars, chiefly from the prefents I} 
had occafionally received for the execution of com- i 


‘| 


' 
i 


miffions with which I had been entrufted, and in | 
which I had always fhewn diligence and pundtuality: | 
inthe French fhips and counting-houfes particularly 1} 
had been often employed. Amongft the Europeans in |) 
general I had acquired many friends. There was a | 
M. lz Greger in a French mercantile houte, whomT }} 
ufed to vifit on Fridays when I had fome hours to 1 
{pare, at which times he would entertain me with the | 
news from Europe. Several other Frenchmen too, || 
who came 6ut in the year 1793, had obtained liberty 
to fettle here: one of thefe, a M. von Fabre, had } 
lodged at my mafter’s for halfa year, and during that | 
time had behaved with the utmoft kindnefs and moft j 
unreferved confidence towards me. He interefted 7 
himfelf fo much for meas to give me many ufeful ad- 4 
monitions as to my conduét; fupplied me with many |) 
half-worn cloaths from his wardrobe; and, when go- jj 
ing away, prefented me with a louis d’or. 4 

In November 179%, an Englith veffel entered the § 
road; @ 


i} ~ 
Molours, alfo came to anchor there. Some bufinefs of 
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load, anda few days aftera Danifh one, but under Pruffian 
may mafter’s obliged me to go on board both thele; 
Bvith the latter in particular I had frequent dealings. 


mei here were many Frenchmen amonetft the fhip’s crew ; 


Ind the chaplain, whofe name was Grade, by birtha 
Fleming, won my warmett good-will by his obliging 
jttentions to me. He converfed oiten with me, en- 
juiring circumftantially into my prefent fituation ; la- 
Inented my flavery, and took occafions to mention 
Ine in the moft favourable terms to many other per- 
ons. As I, for the moft part, vifited this fhip twice 
Ivery day, the Dutch failors, with their mate, became 
Hlfo much attached to me, telling me they would take 


ne with them to Europe, if I could procure my ran- 


tT 


fom, and did not prefer continuing a flave. 

The mate,*a native of Zwoll, whofe name was 
Manke, as often as I went on board renewed this 
friendly offer; and when I mentioned my defire of re- 
Mnaining a little longer with my good mafter, he op- 
bofed this idea with many powerful arguments; ftate 
ing, that it was.poffible my mafter might die, and then 


© might fall into the hands of fome other owner of a 


Pprutal difpofition; or, that the Moors, or even my 
Pellow-flaves, might traduce me, and find means to 


nave their flanders believed, and thus render me mife- 


Pable. After reflecting a few days on what he had fug- 
Prefted, I told him that | had come to arefolution to re- 


' 


hurn with them to Europe; but begged he would 
Pound my mafter, to know what fum he would require 
for my ranfom. He did fo the next day when he came 
Hon fhore with the captain, who had feveral accounts 


. 0 fettle with our houfe. 


When they had concluded their commercial cone 


Weerns, he then afked my mafter in plain terms, at what 


rice he would grant me my liberty. He an{wered, 


J 
| Phat I had hitherto never expreffed a wifh to return to 


my native country, but that if at prefent I defired it he 


Jwould not be the-means of preventing me. I was 


Ithen fummoned; and, on my entrance, the queftion 


Was 
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return to Europe. I anf{wered, that I felt t myfelf f 
happy i in my prefe nt fituation that 1 would wil lingh § 
pafs the serine of my days here were it not on ae] it 
count of my parents, who, ci they {till exifted, muf § 
be very much diftreffed to remain fo long 1 in icnorane| 
as tomy fate; that from that confideration | did wif ] 
to return home, and therefore entreated him to- releati } 
me from flavery. ‘I am forry’ to part with thee, i 
returned my matter, * becaufe thou art a trufly ae | i 
vant and an honeft man, more fo than many Mafful I 
men; for this reafon, however, on your paying mej} 
tivo Gian) ‘ed mardens.* thou fhalt be free’ I { hook jf 
my head at this, fayi ing, that as the ra ifing of that fur jh 
was infinitely beyond my ability at prefent, I fhoulk j 
therefore remain with him fome time lon ger. The § 
Captain and mate, notwithftanding this, ftill perfitted j 
In urging me on ‘the fubject, and on going away told |, 
me they would call again in the afte noon, to fee how | 
Matters could be fettled. J anfwered that could ig! 
have purchafed my liberty with my own money, I} 
fhould undoubtedly have failed with them; but that} 
T would not confent to have the fum made up by them, | 
as in that cafe I fhould be obliged to pay it up by fome }) 
years fervitude in Holland; therefore, if I mutt ferve | 
for my ranfom, I fhould ‘much rather continue to.do |, 
fo with my ed matter. They again begged of me to) 
take a few hours to confider the niatter, Sassl en: their § | 
promife of calling in the afternoon. : 
] now gave up all thoughts of quitting my prefent | 
fituation, “fince I was firm ly determined not to pure | 
chafe my reslemption with borrowed money. Within | 
about an hour afterwards, however, a Dutchman of | 
much refpectability came a enquired for my matter, | 
This gentleman had refided for the lait year in the | 


town, 


4 
was put to ne, whet! her or not I had an inclination | 
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¥ A Spanith marden and a piaftre are equal in value though J 
they are different coins. Two colunins, with the Spanith arms | 4 
between, is the impreffion which the marden bears. There are | 1 
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pwn, not in any public character, but feemed to bea 
Peret agent of the French republic. Oni being intro- 
Biced, hie faid that jul now he had received a vifit from 
Ne captain of a Dutch” thip, accompanied by another 
an, who had mentioned to him my having a defire 
‘return to Europe, could I have raifed the fum fuf- 
cient for my ranfom: that he was come with the in- 
Wation of removing that ‘dithculty, and to advance 
hat was required for my redemption. My matter 
nmediately defred re to be called; and’on my en- 
lance told me, in prefence of this gentleman, whofe 
Mime was Von der Hatt, the generous propofal he had 
ft received from him. IT returned my moft grateful 
Manks for the kind. offer; but added, that as I fhould 
Wmetime hence be able to pay my own ranfom, I 
Piould have patience till that time, that’ I might avoid 
ie neceility of ferving my- deliverer for a feries of 
Pars, and perhaps during that time be fent to America 
*the Cape of Good Hope: and that befides, in Hol- 
nd I fhould run the rifk of being taken up as a de- 
Orter from the Eaft India company’s fervice, and be 
Wable to a fevere punifhment, In anfwer to this he 
Did me, that the company had very little power there 
prefent; that the money he was now ready to ad- 
Mance for me, they could have no right to interfere 
lith, as it was his own fole property; that he des 


Boned to make me a prefent of it; and that he would 


ve me a formal fecurity under his hand, which would 
PfeGtually prevent any future claims being brought 
Pzainf{t me on the fcore of my ranfom-money. Struck 
With aftonifhment at this uncommon proot of ¢ifin- 
Wrefted generofity, I felt a ftill higher degree of hefi- 
tion as to accepting it: I began to entertain 

ufpicions, that fome private view might be concealed 
Werteath thefe appearances; but, as my mafter himfelf 
Kpreffed the utmoitt pleafure at this happy turn in my 
Pairs, and advifed me by no means to reject the prof- 
Mred boon, FI at length returned my benefactor 
iofe acknowledsments-which were his due, and em- 


braced kis benevolent offer. 


In 
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In theafternoon, according to promife, the captain | 
returned, to enquire whether I {till adhered to m 3 
plan of remaining. 1 immediately told him all that |) 
had paffed, he in the mean time feigning not to know i 
any thing of my benefactor; till at length, on we 
telling him that he had mentioned his name, he could | 
110 longer deny that he was the perfon who had made} 
known to him my fituation and circumftances. He} 
now told me I muft lofe no time in preparing for my | 
departure, as he fhould fail in three days time. My | 
matter {till continuing his kindnefs, made me a prefent | 
of fome mats, with dried fifth and meat as provifions |) 
for my paflage, to which he added fome old clothes | 
and other articles; and on the 11th of November, | 
1796, accompanied me, whilft the tears {treamed § 
from his eyes, on board the veffel which was to: bear | 
me to my native Europe. The wind being at firft 
contrary detained us a little, but every thing was pre- 
pared to feize the firft moment for departure. The? 


5 e < "4 4 a 
whole fhip’s company, including officers, confifted | 


¢ 


of four-and-thirty perfons. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Iccount of the woyage from Moreceo to Holland.—The 
D veffel meets with two violent gales and lofes her fore- 
_mafi.—Ts repaired.—Detained by an Englifh frigates 
D The author attacked by a fever.—The Ship arrives in 
the Texel.—The author proceeds on board a fmaller vef- 
We fel to Amfierdam, where he is arrefted and detained a 
| prifoner till the 2d: of May, and than receives fentence 
®) to ferve two years in the Dutch army.—A Prufian cap- 
tain in the fea fervice from Daarzic, becomes his friend 
and obtains his difcharge-—With him the author em- 
® barks, and after a profperous paffage of eighteen days 
| arrives at Dantzic; where his deliverer frill continuing 
| tis friendfhip, procures him a pafs, by means of which 


§ he returns to the place of his nativity. 


BE wind being fair, we failed on the 13th of No- 
). vember, and foon came within the pleafing view 
# Gibraltar; but before we could enter the bay we 

Wncountered a ftorm, which carried away our fore- 
nat: when it had fubfided we worked in, repaired 
pur lofs, and received a frefh fupply of water. A 

hort diftance from Cadiz we had another heavy gale, 

Wvhen we fell in with an Englifh frigate, who detained 

is till we had undergone a ftrict fearch: finding no- 

thing to juftify their making a capture, after taking 
wo men from the fhip who had belonged to the Eng- 
pith fervice, they left us. 

| From this time we had nothing but bad weather, 

@vind, fnow, and rain, to fuch an excefs that we were 

Wxpofed to the greateft peril and fatigue. I caught 
sold from the wet, accompanied by a fever, which 

Wprought me downvery much. To my great joy we 
purived off the Texel, where we anchored on the gth 


of 
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of February, 1797. I got into a {mall veffel * and} 
landed at Amfterdam the following day. The mo-| 
ment I fet foot on fhore: I was flopped by an officer! 
and four privates belonging to the French guard, who) 
demanded in what fhip 1 came. I replied, * In the} 
New Fater-Huis merchant brig.” What country- 
man.are you?” ‘A German.” ‘ Were you a paf- 
fenger or a failor?” ‘* A paffenger: I came from Mo- | 
rocco, where I was in flavery.”? ‘* Where is your, 
paffport 7”? «©The captain will anfwer for me: he) 
told me I wanted no pafiport.” Then you muft flay, 
here till the captain comes.”? I-was then carried to the! 
guard-houfe, where feveral queftions were put to me, | 
and I was left till the captain came on fhiore. ‘The 
people, on hearing that:a flave had juft arrived from 
Morocco, were curious to fee me, fo that in lefs than 
an hour | was furrounded by upwards of two hundred. 
E fent for fome provifions, and having purchafed| 
clothes, made myfelf tolerably ‘content; but my 
liberty not being granted me the next day, I grew) 
uneafy; the more fo when I reflected, that being a) 
deferter from the company’s fervice, ranfom-money 
might be demanded, or I might be again forced into 
their employ. On the fixth day of my confinement, a 
young and friendly officer who was then on guard, 
entered into converiation with me; I told‘him where I) 
came from, and all the miferies I had fuffered, and| 
then afked why I was not fet at liberty ? to this he re-| 
plied, that information had been given that I wasa\| 
deferter, and, to afcertain the truth of the report, en- 
quiries were now making. ‘* Even were I detained. as) 
a deferter, I: fhould be kept‘at the expence of the pub-| 
_ Hc, whereas [ am now obliged to expend the few) 
fhillings which I earned with fuch difficulty while I 
was in flavery.” The officer left me without an an-| 
{wer3 | 


% A lighter ufed in conveying goeds from the larger veficls, | 
which cannot get up to Amfterdam without great danger in| 
pafling the fhoals. | 
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| fwers but in about an hour three Dutch fhillings were 
fent me, which procured only about a pound and a 
® half of bread, provifions)at that time being extremely 
B dear; I received the fame fum every morning, which 
was fcarcely fufficient to.pay for my breakfaft, and 
@ though in eight days I had undergone three examina- 
‘@ tions, yet I knew not what fate awaited me. I was or- 
dered to deliver up all my papers, which I refolutely 
‘By refufed, declaring, that no perfon in juftice had the 
\— power to deprive me of them. I now became very 
_ impatient, and, in reply to theirdemands,I told them that 
in the heart of Africa, nay, even in Morocco, I had 
been treated with more humanity. On the 2d of 
May a fecretary dame with intelligence that I was 
condemned to three years fervitude, either as a failor 
or foldier, and that three days were allowed for my 
choice: I was too much dejected to make any replys; 
but on his leaving me I bufied my#elf in forming 
plans of efcape; but none of them appeared practi- 
cable; my deliverance was however nearer than I 
imagined. 

On the sth of May, fetting before the guard-houfe, 
loft in gloomy thoughts, three failors pafiea me with 
blue and white ftriped fafhes round their waifts, I 
beckoned to one who happened to be looking at me : 
when he came, I afked him whether they were in the 
fervice-af the Dutch? — No. he replied, we are. Pruf- 
fians now going to Dantzic. I am alfo a Pruflian, 
I replied, but am here in confinement. You muft 
{peak to our captain then, here he comes in the Pruf- 
fian uniform; he is a kind gentleman, his name is 
Rofmer, was the anfwer. The failors now left me; 
when the captain approached | addrefled him by his 
name, and begged to {peak with him. I related the 
reafon of my confinement in as few words as pofiible, 
and then begged his advice. Are you defirous of re- 
turning to your native country, faid he? indeed f 
am; I cannot like to remain with thefe infolent 
Dutchmen: then, faid he, I will do what I can to 
obtain your liberty ; and if you choofe to work vour 

S paflage 
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paflage home, [ will take you in my fhip. Moft 
heartily | accept your kind offer, 1 replied ; this faid, 
he went to the officer of the guard, and demanded 
why I was prevented from returning home, and what 
was to be done with me. ‘The officer anfwered that I 
was a deferter: he can no longer be confidered as 
fuch, returned the captain, he is a freeman; and if not 
immediately delivered up, I muft reprefent the cafe to 
my fovereign. He was then referred to a fuperior 
officer, when finding nothing could be done immedi- 
ately, he fent a failor to me with a bottle of wine and 
a piece of roafted meat, ordering him to remain and 
watch what further fteps were taken with me: an 
hour afterwards came four officers, the before-men- 
tioned fecretary, and my Pruffian captain, when I 
underwent another examination, at the conclufion of 
which the major faid, How otherwife than a deferter 
can we treat this man, at leaft he ought to ferve the 
remainder of the time which he fhould have paffed at 
the Cape. The Pruffian captain replied, the com- 
pany has no power over deferters at the Cape, that 
place being now in the pofleflion of the Englifh, your 
authority there of courfe ceafes. New objections 
were then advanced, but the captain over-ruled them 
by infifting that I could go with him; I was, he faid, 
no criminal, and therefore could not be detained. 
Still they refufed to releafe me; on which he pofitively 
declared his determination to fend my cafe to the king, 
and not fail before he received his majefty’s anfwer. 
This caufed the major to alter his tone, fo that at length 
he agreed to difcharge me, on my paying the fees at- 
tending my examinations, the expences of board, &c. 
on which the captain defired them to make up the ac- 
count, and it would ‘be paid by the king. A fervant 


was ordered to conduét me to his lodgings, where I 


went immediately, and on.the return of my benefac- 
tor, I heartily thanked him, and ever after- behaved 

to him in fuch a manner as gratitude di€tated to me. 
We remained.on fhore till the 14th of May, when, 
having received our ftores and purchafed fuch provi- 
2 fions 


ae 


} 
| 


‘of the country and their relative fituations, notwith- 
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fions as were neceflary, we {failed from Amflerdam in 
4 {mall Pruffian veflel, the crew of which confifted of 
eighteen men. We arrived at. Dantzic in thirteen 


B days, having had a very good paflage: Here I was alto 
fat fome lofts for a paffport ; but the captain, whote 


kindnefs I ftill experienced, procured one for me: 


_with tears of gratitude 1 took leave of this truly good 


c 


/man, and proceeded to my native city, happy in the 
# idea that 1 had at length overcome all my uncommon 


dangers and toils. 


AN EXPLANATION OF THE MAPes 


IT is acknowledged, that, of all the parts of the 
globe, the geography of Africa is fill the moft far 
from being well underftood, therefore every at- 
tempt at increafing our knowledge of thefe parts can- 
not fail of being highly acceptable. It will itil be 
long before we are even acquainted with the divifions 


1 


{tanding all the zeal that has been difplayed in_ ex- 


: 


- ploring the interior of the country. It will perhaps 


fcarcely be believed that the maps of thefe parts are fo. 
defeétive that fpaces of three or four hundred Germat 
miles may frequently be found without meeting one 
place the fituation of which can be accurately afcertain- 
ed; the beft remedy for this defect is to ftate the fitnation 
of places as correctly as poffible from certain difiances. 
It is true that this plan is frequently adopted by geo- 
graphers, but it is capable of being full more extended. 
From the manner of travelling in Africa we have not 
the opportunity of employing this refource with fo 
much accuracy as may be done in cultivated countries; 
at the fame time it acquaints us only with a fmall part 
of this quarter of the globe ; and the few travels into 
the country wanting that conneétion with each other 
which we have in thofe of frequented parts, whica 
enables us to form plans not very diftant from truth. 
52 Such 
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Such difficulties confidered, thefe Travels will cers 
tainly be efteemed as a valuable addition to the geo- 
graphy of Africa; nor. will their value in this ref pect 
be leffened though objections fhould be made to eet 
particulars which the author relates, which however 
this is not a proper place to difcufs. The map is not 
merely defigned as a guide to the reader in perufing 
this book, but rather to fuegett and facilitate any fu- 
ture inquiries into tne interior of this vaft country. 
We feel it therefore the more requifite to give a full 
ftatement of its conftruction, and the authorities from 
which it is formed. This it is hoped will prove that 
though very little time could beallowed for itscompletion 
yet much care has been beftawed on its conftruction. 
‘The projeGion of Mercator has been adopted as moft 
convenient for laying down that part which the author 
travelled, it has the difadvantage of too much extend- 
ing the high latitudes; but asthe equator paffes nearly 
thro ih the centre of Africa, this inequality is 
lefs evident. The common calculation for every five 
degrees of latitude, r = 9,3010 Parifian miles, and for 
every five degrees of longitude 0,81166 inches, have 
been followed. It is. much to be defired that the con- 
ftruétor of maps fhould ttate in numbersthe feale heufes 
as the bafis of their conftruction: to the geographer this 
information would be highly ufeful. The author traced 
his mee on Mannert’s chart, which was publifhed in 
1794 by Weigel and Schneider, without the name of its 
meritorious aaihat It may be thought that I had 
merely to copy this traét and apply the magnetic needle 
accore ding to major Rennell’s plan ; but in many in- 
lances I found it impracticable to hit on the places 
ears sh by this rule. I was therefore compelled to 
infert many places from Much information as 1 could 

olle&, making it flill agree with the author’s route, 

The compafies which he ufed muft not have been 
good. I have-derived but little affiftance from the 
communic ge of Neihbuhr, Bruce, or Browne’s tra- 
¥els, and the late difcoveries of the French in Egypt 
were too diffant from our author’s route to fupply me 
with any afliance. The coaft from Cape Spartel to 
| Cape 
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Cape Verd, in the north of Africa is faithfully laid 
down from the voyage of the Ifis Frigate, publifhed 
Hin. 1793 by Fleurieu at Paris, in two quarto volumes. 
Some of thefe points are admitted; there are a few others 
in the fame voyage which were given in La Connoif- 
Hfance des Temps pour L’an, on which authority -others 
have been corrected. From thence to Cape Negro, 
}Bellin’s charts in the general hiftory of voyages are ufe- 
}ful in continuing the coaft: from which place to the 
‘Cape of Good Hope Arrowfimith’s fecond map of the 
world, which he publifhed in 2795, is moft correct, 
having had the advantages of two aftronomical points 
which are not afcertained in any other chart what 
ever. 

The fituation of the Cape of Good Hope, particus 
larly of Cape Town, is allowed to have been ftated 
with accuracy by La Caille, but from this point to the 
Red Sea, where Neihbuhr begins, the coaft, except Ma- 
dagafcar, is lefs known than any other part. I have 
drawn the line as well as I*tould from Arrowfmith’s 
two maps of the world, Vaugondy’s three fheet chart, 

Mannert’s, and the lateft map of Dr. Reineke. Cape 
‘Guarda Fuiis aduritted to lie in12 degrees 45 minutes 
north latitude. 
I had no choice in what relates to the interior of 
J Africa. Major Rennell, in, his late map, has corrected 
'the pofitions of many places, and it will long remain 
the flandard of geographers. This remark will be ad- 
| mitted on a comparifon of his firft map with that 
| which he prefented to the fociety for making difcove- 
Tries in the interior of Africa in 1793, and another 
VGince conftructed for Mr. Park’s travels, Future tra- 
| vellers may throw new light on fome farts which are 
Inow very differently ftated by our beft informed 
writers ; for example, the ftate of Darfur would be 
| placed five degrees more fouth by Major Rennel than 
dby Mr. Browne, which circuimftance is more attribue 
table to our ftill fmall knowledge of the country than, 
Ito any neglect of this able and learned geographer. 
Vit is, however, much to be deplored, that the inaccu- 
| racy 
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racy of his ftereographit projection we ill render the la- 
i er 
bours of fuchas.wifh to improve on him nore difficult. 


Dr fn. Forfter ee given a map of the fouthern® 
parts, which is publif fhed by Schneeder and Weigel, 


n which it is incone -eivable to account for the Cape of 
Good Hise,’ and moft of the principal points in the 
whole map, being placed one degree too far to the 
weltward, which 1 have rectified ‘by bringing it one 
degree more to the eaft. “The lower part of the eaftern 
coaft, Monomotapa, Sofala, and a fmall’ part of the 

at > weft, Loamgo, Congo, Angola, Ben- 
uela, and two of the adjacent flates are the only 
parts which’ are accurately y ‘known. **Thefe <I have 
taken from Arrowfimith’s tive maps, as fometimes the 
ene centains more, end at others lefs than the other, 


—s 
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from Bellin, whofe omiffions have been fupplied by | 


Vaugondy, -Reineke, *Mannert, and a map pee 


53, three years after D’Anville’s chart. 
[ was forced to be conteng with Janvier’s map, who 
copies D’Anville very clofely, as 1 could not meet 
with the original. This eminent geographer publifhed 
alfo a very valuable pap er in the twenty-fixth volume 
of the Memoirs of the Academy of Infcriptions, on the 
rivers of the interior of Africa. "There are but few 
maps which I have ufed not mentioned, except that of 
Algiers, w hich is prefixed to a defcription of that 
country publifhed a few vears ago at Altona; it fup- 
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plied me with but few particulars, though it is the beft 


I could hear of. 


Leipfic, 


O47. 11, 1800% 


C.F. GotpBacnk. 


Fal uN os 


+ Luke’ Hanfard, Printer, 
Great Turnftile, Lincoln’s-Inn Fields. 


